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yib  S  I  delivered  thefe  fennobs  dccafionalty,  and 
^^^-  hot  in  the  order  thej  here  follow  on  each 
other,  nor  upon  any  fettled  pkn  concerning  thqi 
conne£Hon  and  arrangement  of  the  fubjeds  treated 
of,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  fome  readers  may  obfervd 
lit  kafl:  two  defeds  in  the  work  before  thedi ;  that 
it  is  not  complete  and  not  fuBEkaeiitly  conneded.  I 
prdume,  however,  that  thefe  do  not  efleiitially  affeft 
the  undertaking.  If  every  thing  whatever  that  re^ 
late$  to  human  happiaefs,  or  is  reckoned  as  pertain* 
ing  to  it,  be  not  fpecificaUy  and  ^x^efiily  handled  j 
yet  no  kind  or  xlals  of  thefe  Qbjed:^  is  abfplut^iy 
overlooked*  And  the  oicUr  gr  (ucceffion  pf  them 
may  the  more  ealily  he  changed  by  every  jtexfrnf 
according  to  his  mind,  as  they  are  aU  dMtind  agd 
feparate  treatifes.    Neither  did  I  &  much  pretend  tg 

a  3  write 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Vi  PREFACE. 


write  a  complete  fyftem  of  the  doftrine  of  happinefs,, 
as  to  examine  fome  of  the  moft  important  particulars 
belonging  to  it ;  and  to  treat  the  fubjefts  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  was  bed  adapted  to  a  thinking,  and,  for 
the  moft  part,  an  enlightened  audience.,  This  laft 
eircumftance  will  plead  in  my  behalf,  whenever 
fome  paflages  may  appear  more  philofophical  and 
abftrafted  than  ufual.  I  had  the  happinefs  to  ad- 
drefs  myfelf  to  hearers,  who,  in  general,  were  fully 
competent  to  fuch  difquifitions,  and  able  to  profit 
by  them.  The  more  rare  this  happinefs  is,  the  lefs 
cxcufable  fliould  I  have  been,  had  I  difcourfed  to 
them  as  to  children,  and  not  always  endeavoured  to 
lead  them  to  farther  advances  in  knowledge.  And 
there  can  certainly  be  no  harm  in  it,  if  the  doftrines 
of  religion  aud  morr.lity  are  delivered  in  various 
methods ;  and,  at  times,  even  fo  as  that  men,  more 
addifted  to  refledion,  may  be  taken  and  fatisfied 
with  them.. —  Experience  has  likewife  taught  jne, 
thateven  people  of  more  flender  knowledge,  and  of 
inferior  cultivation,  learn  more  from  fuch  difcourfes, 
fo  foon  as  they  ceafe  to  be  ftrange  to  them,  than 
from  others,  compofed  in  a  hebrew  idiom,  and  ex- 
aftly  fitted  to  the  fcholaftic  fyftem,  on  which  moft 
commonly  they  never  b^ftow  one  thought.  Indeed 
difcourfes  in  general  need  not  always  operate  imme- 
diately  on  the  fpot,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  charitable 
colleftions,  but  Ihould  be  calculated  to  produce  per- 
manent efFefts  on  perfons  not  \totally  ignorant  and 
incapable  of  making  refleftions  of  their  own.    Let  a 
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man  preach  to  thefe  as  he  wfll,  they  \idll  never  be 
able  to  take  m  the  whole  fcop^  of  the  difcourfe  2(t 
one  view,  or  even  to  form  clear  conceptions  of  any 
part  of  iu  Here  or  there,  they  will  comprehend 
fome  detached  fentence,  fome  thought  that  (bikes 
them,  and  will  peiiiaps  occafionally  recoiled  it  again; 
and,  if  Only  this  happens,  and  that  frequently,  they 
muft  be  always  confideraUe  gainers  by  it. 

Should  feveral  of  the  fubje&s  here  treated  of  ap« 
pear  to  others  not  clerical,  or  not  theological  and 
biblical  enough ;  in  regard  to  the  former,  I  intreat 
them  to  confider,  that  every  pulpit  has  its  own  circle 
of  hearers,  and  that  thefe  hearers  have  their  peculiar 
e^gendes ;  and,  in  regard  to  the  latter,  to  weigh  in 
their  own  minds  whether  any  thing  that  rdates  fo 
nearly  to  human  perfe^on  and  happinefs,  can  be 
either  lintheological  or  unbiblical.  To  me  at  leaft, 
every  truth  is  a  religious  and  biblical  truth,  that  has 
for  its  object  the  fubftantial  improvement  and  the 
lading  happinefs  of  mankind ;  though  it  fliould  not,  ■ 
as  it  were,  immediately  relate  to  God  and  to  the  fu- 
ture world,  and  is  no  wher6  exprefsly  and  fdentifi- 
cally  treated  of  in  the  Bible,  which  prefuppo&s 
many  things,  which  but  llightly  touches  upon  others 
in  few  words,  and  leaves  the  farther  expoiition  and 
application  of  all  to  ourielves,  or  which  even  delivers 
the  very  feme  things  in  a  different  phrafeology. 
The  force  of  th^  fcriptural  doaxines  by  no  means 
lies  in  the  words  wherdn  they  were  anciently  pro- 
mulgated to  the  jews  and  the  heathens,  but  in  the 
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tMth  USA  ^e  in&ixMtaiice  of  the  doarines  thcmfetve^ 
Bi*i$i^^drikin  a&  tii^  d'^ffizsttion^  the  langu^e,  the 
Oimaefs  mi  cuftcunst  die  imide  of  thinking  and  of 
Iktegy  tft(6  eie>nliNKrs  of  humail  knowledge  and  of  hu- 
ifiMi  dx^eAcks,  uiid^^  atteration ;.  fo  alfo  mzj 
attd  flfoukl^  act  iadeed  tbd  eflftsntiah,  but  die  com* 
])e^,  the  a^^B^fiMi^  smd  the  iMthod  of  delivering 
the  dodrin^  tS  if«£gioa  md  ^ifdc^n  be  altered  and 
ad^tedi  M  th^  kftMti  ^oncemifig  the  chriAian 
j^i^Ml  cslRms  ^liidi  is  <be  laft  in  diss  colteaion,  I 
Hfit^  mibve  d#diin^feuitia&y^  eisphdned  my&lf  upcm 

t&f  tti€  ti^f  fhd  greaidr  &e  importance  of  a  right 
dlimsdmi  6i  Atog9,  and  die  ftronger  the  certainty 
6f  A/&  h&y  thit  it  is  the  fonndadon  of  aB  real  virtutr 
Uttd^ttfi  and  the  fweft  way  to  ha^ipinefs  both  in; 
die  pr^enc  afid  tht  fottire  fife,  fo  much  the  better 
gPdifisdid  k  my^  hdpe^  that^  under  die  ble&ig  oi 
"^^^  d&sr  bbciw  may  ilot  be  without  ita  ule. 
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GEORGE  JOACHIM  ZOLLIKOFER  was 
bom  at  St.  Gall  in  Switzerland,  the  5th  of 
Auguft  1730.  His  father  David  Anthony  Zolliko- 
fer,  h  ftill  remembered  there  as  an  eminent  pradi- . 
tioner  in  the  law,  and  as  a  pious  and  upright  man. 
TTiat  he  omitted  nothing  iti  the  literary  education  of 
his  fon  may  well  be  imagined^  it  is  however  ftill 
more  manifeft,  that  by  his  own  virtuous  example  he 
became  his  moral  tutor,  a  tutor  to  whom  pofterity  is 
under  £ach  infinite  obligations  through  his  pupiL 
Education  at  that  time  had  not  yet  become  a  fubje£t 
of  philolbphical  difquifltion :  among  the  Genrians  at 
lead  no  one  had  hitherto  enlarged  lipon  Locke's 
principles  in  a  view  to  render  them  of  more  general 

I  utility. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


X  SOME   ACCOUNT  OF'  THE   AUTHOU* 

Utility*  '  The  various  helps  for  awakening  the  curio-' 
fity^  for  dpeiiing  the  underftanding  and  moulding 
the  hearts  of  chiklren,  which*  fo  much  abound  in 
our  days,  being  then  utterly  unknown,  the  forma- 
tion of  the  charafter  and  habits  war  left  generally  to 
example,  and  that  end  was  attained^  perhaps  even 
more  fecurely.  Young  Zollikofer,  when  arrived  at 
the  proper  age,  was  put  to  the  gymnafium  of  his 
liative  town ;  from  whence,  being  intended  for  the 
church,  he  was  fent  to  profecute  his  ftudies,  firft  at 
Bremen,  and  afterwards  at  the  univerfity  of  Utrecht; « 
where  th6  divinity  profeflbrs  are  faid  to  have  been 
then  in  high  repute.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ge- 
nerality of  ftudents  at  thefc  great  feminaries,  are 
wont  to  adhere  pertinacioufly  to  what  has  been  in- 
filled intd  them  by  their  ataderaicaf  tutors;  never 
venturing  to  advance  one  pace  beyond  the  ftring  of 
ideas  that  during  feveral  years  have  been  conftantly 
imprinted  on  their  minds,  in  acquiring  new  ones  for 
themfelves,  or  even  prefuming  impartially  and  repeat- 
edly to  examine  the  ftock  they  have  obtained  from 
others,  and  forming  new  combinations  among  them^ 
Every  thing  therefore,  in  regard  to  their  general  ufe- 
fulnefs  afterwards  when  they  come  into  office,  de- 
pends on  what  fort  of  tutors  the  young  men  have 
bad  during  their  ftay  at  college;  they  being  nothing 
more  than  organs  through  which  the  knowledge  in- 
fufed  into  them  at  the  univerfities  is  brought  into 
circulation,  exaftly  as  they  received  it.  It  would  be 
beyond  the  defign  of  thefe  few  pages  to  expatiate  on 
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the  caufes  whence  this  proceeds ;  thus  much  how- 
ever is  of  univcrfal  notoriety,  that  it  is  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  get  out  of  the  track  in  which  we  have  been 
trained  for  a  number  of  year^,  and  is  fo  particularly 
adapted  to  ibothe  our  natural  propenfity  to  eafe 
and  indulgence,  to  abandon  our  cuftomary  guides 
and  boldly  ftrike  out  into  another  channel.  Zolli- 
kofer,  however,  was  a  genius  of  this  fuperior  order. 
He  once  obferved  to  an  intimate  friend,  that  he, 
with  the  others  was  obliged  to  attend  leSures  in  a 
fyftematic  theology,  refting  folely  on  the  unproved 
formularies,  fophifms,  technical  and  fcholaftic  terms 
of  the  compendiums  at  that  time  in  general  ufe,  in- 
ftead  of  giving  him,  as  the  foundation  of  his  future 
ftudies,  a  found  expodtion  of  the  Bible,  in  connection 
with  a  ftri£t  inveftigation  of  ecclefiaflical  hiftory. 
And  yet  where,  in  all  Zollikofer*s  theological  writ- 
ings is  there  a  trace  to  be  feen  that  betrays  his  former 
forced  acqusdntancc  with  that  dull  ftudy  ?  Where  is 
there  one  idea,  ^her  in  his  fermons  or  his  books  of 
devotion,  that  difcovers  even  a  faint  or  obfc^re  tint 
of  what  has  been  juft  now  mentioned  ?  A  proof  of 
his  adive,  fcrutinizing,  comprehenfive  and  penetrat- 
ing mind;  a  mkid  to  which  the  nobleft  property  of 
genius.  Truth,  was  paramount  to  all  confiderations 
befides.  —  Even  in  the  other  fciences,  he  feems  to 
have  been  by  no  means  latisfied  with  the  methods 
adopted.  *^  The  little  that  I  know,*'  this  modeft  _ 
man  was. heard  to  fay,  "  1  was  obliged  to  teach  my. 
felf,  chiefly  after  I  was  come  to  years  of  maturity ; 
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for  I  had  but  a  miferabfe  ediiearion/'  His  emdf^ 
tJon  perhaps  might  Hot  hare  been  of  the  vafteft 
extent,  and  he  certainly  is  not  to  be  rec|u3ned  amon^ 
thofe  Kterary  chara^crs,  whoy  ^^hh  a  great  treafere 
of  deep  philofophical  attainiiients^  poflefe  moreovef 
an  abundant  (tore  of  hiitorical^  attitiquariaii  and  ^ 
variety  of  other  branches  of  fdence.  Nevettbele& 
he  was  deficient  in  no  fpecies  of  knowledge  that  can 
afford  any  philofophical  materials  for  ufefut  and 
generally  ferviceable  ideas.  Both  in  natural  Biftory 
and  natural  pWlofophy  he  poffeffed  uncomtnonr, 
knowledge.  He  was  well  veifed  in  the  hiftories  ol 
the  feveral  nations  of  the  world ;  and,  from  the  vi- 
ci-ffitudes  and  retolutions  of  empires,  from  the  rife, 
decline,  and  fall  of  greaSt  republics,  from  the  charac- 
ters and  fortunes  of  the  diftinguifhed  pttf(Bnages 
that  hav^  appeared  in  different  countries  j  in  fliort, 
from  the  whole  of  thofe  frequently  inexplicable^ 
broken  and  e^itraordinary  tiS!aes  6f  events  and  appa^ 
rent  accidents^  from  the  alternate  confliflts  of  light 
with  darknefs  in  various 'naticms,  fix)m  the  foolifh^ 
often  furious  and  dreadful  faliies  of  human  pa{Ik>il& 
and  vices— ^ from  all  this,  I  fay,  he  had  formed:  a; 
confiderable  Aumbcr  either  of  g^eral  at  particular 
ideas,  which  he  had  interwoven  with  the  common 
flock  of  his  acc^ired  philofophical  Imowledge.  Izii 
ftudying  hiflory  he  had  always  the  true  and  pr^^er 
end  of  it  in  view,,  eanfidering  It^  as  the  wiib  faav0> 
ever  done,  as  the  predator  of  pradicad  f^biophy^ 
and  thud  derived  more  reai  utility/^from^  i€  tHaaoiatiy 
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famous  pcrfoos  vfbi>  have  ooly  been  Icamcd  by  rote, 
having  gathered  little  or  noddhg  from  it  except  a 
huge  colkftion  of  fei&s,  names  and  dates. 

In  the  iaci^t  and  modem  languages,  particnlariy 
the  latin,  french  and  englifli  he  was  no  ordinary  pro- 
ficient ;  and,  befide^  oAer  ufeful  worJcs  in  each  of 
^  ;diem,  had  made  their  beft  poets,  oratca's  and  philc* 
fophers  his  particular  iludy.     Of  Cicero  he  was  a 
veiy  greatadmirer.     And  if  ZollikQf(?r  were  to  tt^ 
c<Mnp3Liied  with  any  orator  of  antiquity,  it  would  ccr- 
tsm^Y  be  with  ihat  Roman.    Indeed  the  fubjefts 
they  had  to  treat  of  in  their  difcourfes  were  ex- 
treipely  diflferent,  a©  Ms  than  the  objed  rthey  had  in 
view.     The  former  addreffed  his  audi^ice  on  mat- 
tex-s  relative  to  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  ftates  as 
well  as  ^f  private  individuals,  the  latter  on  the  moft 
important  oMicems  of  the  human  mind ;  the  former 
was  intent  upon  producing  fudden  refolutions  and 
afkions,  not  unfrequently  by  inflaming  th&  imagina- 
tion and  by  his  rhetorical  art  fetting  the  various  paf- 
fions  of  his  hearers  in  motion,  the  latter,  not  con- 
tent  with  fnddenly  producing  fome  virtuous  emo- 
tions or  a£Ubns,  completely  convinced  the  under- 
ilanding  of  the  ii^pbrtance  and  bleffednefs  of  virtue, 
warming  and  acimating  the  heart,  by  the  famfe  pure 
cdeftial  beam  of  truth  with  which  he  enlightened 
the  mmd,  not  to  fmgle  afts  of  goodnefe,  eafily  per- 
formed, but  to  VIRTUE,     Here  we  fee  two  great 
orators  widely  diffeient  from  each  othi?r,  as  they 
royft  be  in  th^  nature  of  things.    But  in  all  the  ac- 
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compliffim^nts  required  by  real  oratory,  or  rather 
belonging  to  eloquence,  who  is  fo  like  to  Cicero  as 
Zollikofer  ?  In  the  careful  fele£tion^  of  the  propereft 
'  words,  in  the  natural  and  artlefs  compofition  of  the 
particular  expreffions,  in  the  cautious  and  fparing  ufe 
of  fuch  tropes,  figures  and  metaphors,  as  may  give 
the  mod  charming  variety  to  the  whole,  and  repre- 
fent  the  ideas  they  denote  on  their  moft  luminous 
and  beautiful  fide,  in  the  fingular  turn  and  imcoih- 
mon  harmony  of  the  periods,  the  exaft  and  lucid 
order  in  which  the  thoughts  fucceed  each  other,  in  the 
rapid,  though  fmoothly  flo'\\'ing  ftream  of  the  dif- 
courfe,  in  the  moft  exquifite  fymmetry  of  the  whole, 
and  in  that  energy  and  noble  fimplicity  which  never 
fails  to  exdte  the  higheft  admiration  in  the  minds  of 
all  good  judges,  and  is  fo  flattering  to  fuch  as  are  not,  as 
to  induce  them  to  imagine,  that  with  very  little  trouble 
they  could  write  as  well  or  e\^en  better :  who  in  re- 
fptSt  to  Aefe  excellences  can  more  properly  be  com- 
pared  to. Cicero  than  Zollikofer?  He  had  no  lefs 
iiidefgttigablyftudied  the  difficult  art  of  oratory  in 
iiis  earlier  years  than  the  Roman,  and  had  as  fedu- 
loufly  employed  the  fo  often  miftaken  and  neglefted 
art,  though  fo  excellent  and  neceffary  to  the  ac- 
complifiiment  of  the  orator,  I  mean  poetry  in  its  va- 
rious forms.  It  does  not  appear  that  in  his  younger 
years  he  tried  his  talents  in  any  particular  fpecies  of 
it ;  but  that  he  ftudied  it  even  more  in  acknowledged  -  ' 
models  than  in  fimple  theory,  is  very  -well  knowQ, 
fince  he  had  read  the  beft  performances  pf  the  poets 
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both  in  the  andent  and  modem  languages  of  die 
mod  polifhed  nations ;  and  Mr,  Chriftian  Vidor 
Kindervjsiter,  who  communicates  thcfe  particulars  of 
his  life,  mentions  his  recoUefting  to  have  heard  him 
lay,  that  while  a  youth  he  read  Bodmer*s  poetical 
works  fo  diligently  over  and  over  for  a  length  of 
time,  that  in  compofing  afterwards  fome  cflays  ia 
profe,  he  found  m^y  of  the  fentences  had  run  into 
liexameters  without  his  being  aware  of  it. 

Poetry  and  oratory  are  in  certain  refpefts  not  fo 
far  afundelr  as  perhaps  to  fome  they  may  appear  to 
be.  It  is  the  principal  buiinefs  of  the  orator  to  coo* 
vince  his  hearers  that  what  he  fays  is  true,  and  ufe- 
fill ;  but  if  he  wifh  th^  convidion  to  pafs  quicily 
into  adion,  the  ideas  he  has  excited  fhould  receive  a 
peculiar  energy  fo  as  at  the  fame  time  to  affed  the 
heart;  and  if  the  orator  be  defirous  on  fome  parricu- 
lar  occafion  to  raife  emotions  of  no  ordinary  kind, 
his  difcourfe  will  of  itfelf  rife  above  the  common  . 
ftyle  of  profe,  and  partly  ^ume  a  lyric  appearance. 
If  this  then  be  one  of  the  neceffary  requifites  of  a 
good  orator,  what  important  advantages  may  not  the. 
ftudy  of  poetry  procure  hiAi  ?  Or  is  it  no  advan- 
tage to  the  orator  to  habituate  himfelf  to  an  harmo*- 
nious  rhythmus,  to  enrich  and  polifli  his  didion,  to 
expand  his  ima^nation,  and  to  acquire  a  dextmty 
in  reprefenting  abftrad' ideas  under  the  charms  of 
agreeable  images^  and  efpeeially  tp  confider  his  fub- 
jeft  not  merely  in  generals,  but  on  its  peculiar, 
jbough  lefs  ftriking  fides,  fo  as  to  render  this  (|:udy 
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of  ccwafequence  to  him  ?  The  gemus  of  Zoltikofer 
fiione  forth  v^h  uncortunon  luftre  wheaeva:  his  ob» 
jeft  was  rather  to  affeft  the  paffions  than  to  inform 
the  naind,  though  this  was  feldoan  the  cafe  with  him* 
What  awful  fenfations  did  holt  this  gisat  man  excite 
in  the  hearts  of  all  his  congregation,  once  when  he 
reprefented  the  tremendous  triumph  of  death  ?  How 
^ixioufly  did  not  even  the  moft  infenfible  fouls  then 
fiiudder  as  he  dq)ifted  the  horrors  of  death  and  cor* 
napticm !  And  how  every  heart  throbbed  with  the 
Jiveliell  tranfports,  when,  prefently  after,  with  all 
the  magic  <rf  eloquence  he  delineated  the  Uifsful 
triumph  of  efverlafting  life !  What  me^qprtflSMe  fcsn^ 
timents  of  gratitude  to  the  great  Sovcrei^  of  the 
univerfe,  glowed  in  every  breaft,  wfccn  he  encou* 
raged  his  hearers  to  r^cace  and  igive  thanks  for  the 
grateful  return  of  fpring !  How  he  melted  ev^ 
foul  into  the  fofteft  feelings  of  philajithropy  ^bile 
difcourfrng  on  the  fubje£t  of  placability ;  and  there 
was  not  a  perfbn,  who^  otn  gwng  out  of  the  chuzdi, 
would  not  have  'eagerly  extended  Im  aims  in  recon.- 
cilement  towards  his  mortaJ.enemy^  had  'he  been  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  have  oaae  ?  But  it  would  be  un» 
neceffary  to  cite  "inftances,  as  certainly  no  proof  wiU 
here  be  required,  which  could  only  be  afibrded  by 
fuch  as  attended  his  dJCcourfes;  5ead  every  attentive 
hearar  of  him  has  felt  in  his  own  heart,  howibrcibly 
likqwife  in  this  refped  the  pathetic  e^diortations  of 
ZoUikofer  wrought  upon  it.  And  was  it  poffible  tha^ 
the  politer  pafts  of  dfcience,  or  the  belles  lettces,  as  they 
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are  called,  did  not  contribute  their  (hare  towards 
thefe  attainments  in  oratory  ?  It  is  well  known  that 
they  are  held  in  open  contempt  by  fome  of  the 
learned,  and  are  at  leaft  tacitly  defpifed  by  others  : 
but  this  fcience  too  in  return  takes  a  public  revenge 
on  its  fcomers  as  often  as  they  have  to  fpeak  with 
warmth ^md  energy  before  their  audiences.— 

Hitherto  but  liale  has  been  faid  of  the  particular 
<3rcuraftances  in  the  life  of  our  author;  thefe,  how. 
eva:,  will  not  detain  us  long, 

Shortly  after  he  had  ccnnpleted  his  academical 
courle,  h^  obtained  an  eftablifhnient  as  preacher  in 
his  owix  country,  at  Murten  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud« 
But  here  he  remained  only  a  &ort  time,  having  a  call 
to  a  more  confiderable  place  at  Monftein  in  the 
Grifons.  This  congregation  likewife  had  not  the 
happinefs  to  poffefs  him  for  a  much  longer  period  ; 
he  bdng  invited  to  Kenburg  as  preacher  there.  Yet 
neither  was  diis  ftation  the  theatre  which  providence 
had  marked  out  for  difieminating  by  his  talents  and 
his  zeal,  truth  and  bappinefe  extenfively  around  him. 
In  the  year  1758,  at  the  age  of  eight  and  twenty,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  one  of  the  german^ 
preachers  at  the  church  of  tjie  reformed  at  Ldpfick. 
It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  at  this  time  he  had  ar- 
rived at  that  degree  of  perfeftion  either  in  the  com* 
pofition  or  delivery  of  his  difcourfes  to  which  he 
afterwards  attained  and  ^s  conflantly  farther  at- 
taining ;  but  which  with  the  co-operation  of  fo  many 
fortunate  circumftances,  both  internal  and  external,  it 

VOL.  I.        •  b  was 
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was  not  ISkelf  he  fliould  feit  of  readhJng.  A  qotkk 
gregadbn  confiftirtg  of  perfons  ftr  fuperior  in  p6irit 
of  edifc2ltion  aftd  gentiliey  to  thofe  of  his  former  ftjl* 
lioiis  5  a  city  ^hich  for  feverai  ages  paft  has  teckon* 
^d  among  it&  intis^iants  fd  many  people  of  kaming 
and  ingenoity,  where  confequently  no  final}  nimlbev 
of  eyes  are  direfted  towards  the  profefibrs  of  divinity, 
the  whole  stmoum  of  them  not  being  fa  large  as  that 
any  one  fbould  efcape  obfervationj  the  beneficial 
opportunity  of  obtaining  Without  troifeide  the  beft 
writings  in  eVery  d^psuiirieni  of  literature;  the 
fiiendfhip  and  efteem  of  fo  many  defeiring  profefibrs 
of  jthe  uftiverfity,  arid  artn^mg  them  the  great  £mefti{ 
an  office  in  which  ht  had  only  moderate  Is^urs  to 
perform,  not  hindered  by  thofe  trowblefomc  func- 
tions which  occttpy  fo  much  of  the  time  of  fevefal 
intelfigent  and  abl6  prfeaclters  of  that  city,  ft-om  giv- 
kig  hi^  difconrfes  thai  degree  of  perfSsftion  that  he 
wiflied ;  and  t^hat  h  even  more  than  all  the  reft,  bis 
O^ri  Mgh  fetttitttent  of  the  importance  and  dignity 
pf  his  office ;  what  might  not  be  ^pefted  from 
thefe  advantageous  circumftantees,  in  conjunSiofj 
with  Zollikofet'S  extraordinary  talents ;  and  what 
(did  they  not  effe£i  ?  The  univerial  approbadon  he 
met  with  on  th^  part  of  his  numerous  congregs^idn 
from  his  very  firfl:  ai^earance  ther^,  conftanily 
augmented  from  day  to  day,  an4  adhered  to  him  to 
,  the  very  laft  day  that  he  addrefie^  them.  It  is  np 
eafy  mattpr  to  afcertain  the  utility  a  preacher  pror 
cures  to  a  people  by  his  pulpit  difcourfes.     The 

tcflimony, 
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teftimony^  hoivever^  of  all  that  heard  him  is  unani* 
mous  m  this,  that  they  were  not  only  captivated 
iKrith  the  fouad  eloquence  of  Im  compofitions  and 
delivery,  but  that  they  acquired  from  hi»  difcourfca 
a  great  *  immber  of  new  ideas,  that  he  illuftrated 
ntany  others  which  they  had  found  hitherto  ohfcure^ 
tSbei  he  correfied  them  of  many  prejudice,  that  h^ 
commnmicated  to  ibem  many  incitements  to  virtue 
till  then,  unknown  or  not  rightly  beheld,  and  thdt 
liie  generality  of  his  audieaace  were  greatly  indebted 
to  him  in  regard  tQ  their  intelle£iual  and  mqral  im^ 
ptovement*  it  is  not  to  be  domed,  that  fome  of  bii 
hearers^  in  frequenting  Ins  di£courfips  b^  no  vie^ 
of  becoming  wifer  sgid'  raoite  virtuous  by  them :  bu| 
it  can  as  little  be  doubted  ^t^  they  learned  foiM 
good,  however  little^  fmce  it  is  very  probable  that 
odierwSe  they  would  pever  have  attended  on  pnbik 
worfhip  at  all. 

Several  votumes  df  his  eiceellent  ^^nrfes  have 
for  fome  years  bpen  in  die  hands  of  the  public,  and 
are  in  high  and  defcrved  repute  wherever  the  geraiart 
language  i&  und^irftood^  by  all  psrfons  to  vehom 
ifeligion  and  virtue  are  ob^^  of  iippart<mce ;  to 
which  the  number  of  editions  they  hayc  gone  through 
and  2U^  contmuaHy  pobHfiiing,  bear  ample  tefUmohy, 
as  weUr  as  of  4^  tafte  and  judgn^nt  of  the  times  ui 
ccmpodtions  of  this  nature,  For  whoever  is  intent 
upon  reading  %iritiaal  dofcourfes,  in  wJbjch  the  tr\»th$ 
of  religion  are  delivered  free  from  aU  learllcd  t&eoio^ 
gicai  fopbiflries  an^  cootroverfies,  in  the  moil  faatv 
b  2  '  monibus 
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monious  order,  and  in  the  noblcft  cxpreffions,  per- 
feftly  adapted  to  the  fubjeft,  with  all  that  can  excite 
a  true  cordial  intereft  in  it,  in  which  fo  many  fatal 
prejudices  are  combated  with  the  invincible  arms  of 
truth,  in  which  the  beauty  and  bleffednefs  of  virtue 
are  reprefented  in  the  moft  glowing  colours,  in  which 
the  feveral  incitements  and  means  to  the  praflice  of 
it  are  clearly  and  perfuafively  pointed  out,  wherein 
the  value  of  fo  many  objefts,  which  though  feldom 
difcourfed  of  in  the  facred  chair,  yet  have  fo  vaft  an 
influence  on  human  happinefs  and  human  mifery 
are  placed  in  the  moft  juft  and  perfpicuous  point  dF 
view;  in  lhort,.if  he  would  read  purely  for  the  fake 
of  becoming  wifer  and  happier,  what  can  he  read 
better  than  the  fermons  of  Zollikofer  ? '  And  if  it  be 
tme  that  excellent  models  contribute  more  towards 
the  forming  of  pupils  in  the  art  than  the  moft  elabo-^ 
rate  precepts;  (hen  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Zolliko-* 
fer  has  afforded  exceedingly  much  in  this  refped: 
likewife.  A  confiderable  number  ^of  young  n^em- 
bers  of  the  univerfity  eagerly  preffed  to  his  dif* 
courfes,  liftening  tohiqi,  as  may  well  be  imagined 
with  die  utmoft  attention,  imperceptibly  learning  by 
example,  how  a  fubjedl  ihould  be  ftudied  and  how 
it  flipuld  be  handled,  in  order  to  contribute  in  any 
remarkably  degree  to  the  advancement  of  wifdom 
and  virtue  among  oiir  fellow-creatures  bypulpit-ora* 
tory.  We  may  therefore  indulge  the  hope  that 
Zollikofer's  fpirit  wiU  continue  to  operate  not  only 
^roughout  his  native  country,  but  likevrife  over 
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many  provinces  of  Garmany,  by  thefe  his  fcholars, 
to  the  lateft  pofterity,  diffufing  truth  and  happmefs 
among  mankind.   - 

Our  worthy  paftor,  confidering  that  pfalmody 
and  prayer  form  an  effential  part  of  public  worlhip, 
undertook  to  make  a  colledion  of  fpiritual  fongs  for 
the  ufe  of  his  congregation  on  a  plan  more  fuitable  to 
the  purpofq  and  more  edifying  than  the  old  one. 
bi  this  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  advice  and  affiilance 
of  his  judicious  friends,  both  in  regard  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  former  where  it  was  prafticable, 
and  to  the  proper  fele£tion  of  hymns  from  the  mo- 
dem poets,  particularly  Gellert^  Cramer  and  Klopp- 
ftock.     This  appeared  in  the  year  1766. 

As  he  excelled  in  his  dodrine,  fo  alfo  did  he  excel 
both  in  his  focial  and  domeftic  conduct. 

In  humility  and  retirement,  he  purfued  his  path 
of  life ;  never  wifhing  to  fliine,  his  only  aim  was  to 
be  ufeful  j  becaufe  in  the  exercife  of  that  flem  vir- 
tue which  he  taught  he  found  his  fupreme  delight. 
The  poor  and  indigent,  efpecially  thofe  of  his  con- 
gregation, beheld  in  him  a  father  and  a  friend; 
though  his  bounty  was  by  no  means  confined  to 
them,  it  alfo  extended  to  thofe  of  other  communions, 
relieving  them  either  by  his  own  donations  or  by 
application  to  others.  In  this  manner  he  did  much 
good,  far  more  than  many  of  the  rich,  who  indeed 
give  liberally,  but  only  fo  much^  as  they  can  fparc 
|rdm  their  fuperfluity  without  miffing  it  5  and  thef^ 
a£ls  of  beneficence  to  which  he  was  moved  by  a  fen- 
.  ,     ^  b  3  timental 
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timmtai  heart,  were  regulated  by  the  prudent  maxio^ 
of  reafon  and  reli^u,  fo  that  his  charity  partodc  of 
wifdom  as  well  as  of  fenfibility.  Numbers  of  peo- 
ple do  much  good  ki  *»e!kving  the  poor  by  dieir 
aims ;  'but  there  they  ftop,  withotrt  to^fideriiag  iliat 
every  thing  in  the  world  is  n6t  dohe  by  money. 
'/.oUikofer  did  incomparably  more,  iU^  advice,  ^ 
ju^.gment,  his  interceflSon  wkh  others,  his  admoni-* 
tions,  bis  confolation  in  misfort^e  were  at  the  for* 
vice  of  aH  who  af^Ked  for  them^  and  he  even  vrcM 
bdbre  their  requefts.  Young  men  defirouts  of 
fentowledge,  engerly  fought  his  acquaintaucey  and  ali 
thofe  who  enjoyed  that  benefit  have  honeftiy  con- 
feffed  that  they  derived  from  it  great  knprovement 
both  in  heart  and  mind.  Whatever  ke  &ad  was 
true ;  every  word  he  ^itt^r^d  might  be  relived  on  at 
conveying  the  real  fentiments  of  bis  heart :  ^and 
never  did  he  comn^nd  or  approve  feomconiplail^ce 
any  thmg  that  was  contf €^y  to  the  oonviSion  <>f 
his  mind,  or  that  he  faw  (^auM  not  be  approved 
upon  the  ftrifteft  rules  of  moraity.  His  gravity 
was  chearful,  his  converfation  entertaining  and  fome^ 
times  aaaimated,  arid  his  raillery  j,  in  which  he  revf 
rarely  indulged,  the  mildeft  poffible.  His  whote 
life  was  one  pure,  uniiiterrupled,  cafptivatingvtiftr- 
fnony  of  virtue  and  the  fweet  enjoyment  of  the  feli-  - 
cities  arifing  from  it.  Among  his  other  fetisfaftion^ 
he  had  thaft  of  being  uftiv^rfally  efteemeii,^  as  of  tie- 
-ceffity  it  could  not  be  otherwife.  That  happy  mix- 
ture  of  ferioufnefe  and  dignity  with  gentlenefs  and 
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iubtfUy;  hit  cmn  ftri^  courfe  of  \^irtue  combined 
^th  So  much  in4ulgeace  towards  the  failings  of 
oQ)£3rs ;  ilia  heartfdt  ?uid  finn  <xMivi£lion  of  the  great 
Jrudis  he  ta^ght^  which  ^aolfefted  itfelf  in  alt  hia 
iidicHB^  ill  the  whole  tehpur  of  his  converlation  and 
m  his  difcowi^s'from  the  pulpit,  without  entertain*^ 
mg  the  il^teft  intolerance  towards  fuch  ^  differed 
from  Imx  iirqpiiiion,  or  ai'nogating  the  fmalleft  fu- 
p^oority  o¥jer  (thofe  who  pofljsffed^not  the  faculty  of 
thinking  forfthemfdves,  or  qf  fully  comprehending 
jeyery  truA^  his  unwearied  zeal  to  lead  his  auditor 
^  the  rigorous  exercife  of  virtue,  in  his  demands 
Jhowever  never  difregarding  the  rights  of  humanity 
xonc^ming  what  they  could  or  could  not  do  in  thefe 
;or  the  other  ciricui»fl:ances ;  his  impartial  eikimatioii 
4yi  mankind,  juftly  difcriminating  the  opinions  and 
jmnciples  .upon  wiiich  tJiey  aded,  carefuUy  traeing 
out  their  good  qualities,  and  heartily  rqoidng  in 
ev^ary  advj»i^eou3  diftoverjr  of  that  nature.  — ^Lot 
fthe  reader  contemplate  all  ihis  as  combined  iii  the 
dms^er  of  Zollikoffir,  wd  ihen  pxonounce,  whc- 
A&c  r^  undiii^mbled  veneration,  the  general  eftedm 
of  all  r^ui^ks  and  clatfles  of  perfons  muft  Xkot  ^  Jdfi^ 
parably  have  attended  his  wi£dom  smd  virtiae  as  tb& 
ill$idoiv  .fojlows  the  iubflance*  Even  iBe  wanton 
wk  >^  ijbofe  who  m  the  judgmoits  they  |ials  on  cdie 
tBjimfters  of  religion  are  not  aihaxoed  to  let  afide  t^ 
Xp^&>  iSxat  is  di»e  £rom  man  to  jta^  was-stwed  to 
i]knceatd(fa^|iaine  ofZoliiko&i^       -^      .     * 

b4  Amidfl: 
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Amidft  the  evils  arifing  from  the  operation  of 
outward  circumftances,  from  which  no  mortal  is 
exempt,  he  ftill  led  a  happy  life :  the  wife  man  having 
the  never  failing  fource  of  his  happlnefs  within  him- 
felf,  is  conftantly  armed  againft  the  ftrokes  of 
worldly  troubles;  and  even  thefe,  however  great, 
are  fisur  lefs  to  him  than  to  the  majority  of  mankind^ 
fince  he  forms  ideas  totally  different  of  them. 

He  was  twice  married.  I$s  firft  wife  named 
Le  Roy,^was  a  lady  of  great  underftanding  and  con- 
fiderable  attainments.  He  was  extremely  fond  of 
her,  and  his  congregation  witneffed  the  manly  tears 
he  (hed  upon  her  grave.  His  fecond,  of  the  family 
of  Sechehay,  at  Leipfick,  was  an  uncommon  blefling 
to  him  during  the  lafl  feven  years  of  his  life,  and 
probably  the  world  is  indebted  to  her  endearing 
attentions,  that  his  life  and  his  labours  were  fo  fair 
prolonged.  Both  marriages  were  childlefs  j  provi- 
dence, doubtlefs  for  fome  wife  purpofes  unknown  to 
us,  not  difpenfing  to  the  man  who  had  thought  and 
read  fo  much  on  the  nurture  and  education  of  youth, 
and  even  written  feveral  valuable  pieces  on  that  fub- 
jeft,  the  happinels  of  applying  himfeif  his  wife  and 
excellent  leffons  to  praftice. 

*■  For  the  fpaceof  a  year  before  his  death,  feeBil^ 
his  faculties  confiderably  on  the  decline,  and  think* 
iag  himfelf  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his 
*  office  to  his  own  fatisfeftion,  he  formed  the  refolu- 
tion  to  lay  it  do\ina,  and  retire  to  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity 
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livity  in  Switzerland :  but  at  the  united  fecjueft  of 
his  congregation,  who  aflured  him  that  they  would 
willingly  on  his  account  content  themfelves  with  a 
difcourfe  from  him  every  fortnight,  he  was  induced 
to  remain  in  his  ftation.  His  health  even  feemed 
to  improve  during  the  fummer  in  confequence  of  his 
having  palTed  the  intervals  of  his  time  in  the  country 
at  the  village  of  Gohlitz,  not  far  from  town.  But 
in  the  following  autumn  it  too  plainly  appeared  that 
his  recovery  was  only  apparent.  He  ftill  however 
attended  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  though  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty ;  till,  at  length,  a  few  weeks  before 
his  death,  he  was  obliged  to  apply  for  affiflance  to  a 
foreign  candidate  for  orders,  who  kindly  took  the 
charge  of  preaching  upon  him.  His  lafl  illnefs  was 
extremely  painful ;  yet  he  bore  his  fufferings  with 
the  patience  of  a  wife  man  and  the  refignation  of  a 
chriftian,  who  looks  beyond  the  grave  and  cor- 
ruption to  the  world  of  retribution.  On  the  zad  of 
January,  J788,  he  gently  fenk  into  the  arms  of 
death,  ^nd  was  buried  on  the  25th.  The  whole  of 
his  numerous  congregation,  together  with  fomc 
hundreds  of  young  ftudents  of  the  univerfity,  and 
numbers  of  his  auditors  of  the  lutheran  communion, 
attended  his  body  to  the  grave^  with  every  token  of 
unfeigned  forrow. 
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SERMON  t 
Wherein  the  Dignity  cfMim  Conf\Jls^ 


C^  REAT  and  mamfold  are  thy  works,  o  Cod,  in' 
heaven  and  on  eardi :  all  abundant  in  v^dom 
and  loving-kindnefs  !  We  alfo.  Almighty  aiid  all 
Bountiful,  we  alfo  are  the  wor^k  of  thy  hands  j  and, 
of  all  the  creatures  of  the  earthy  the  foremoft,  th? 
moft  glorious  I  Formed  after  thy  likenefk  \  Capably 
of  knowing  thee,  of  loving  thee,  of  having  commu« 
luon  with  thee  \  capable  of  underflanding,  of  feeling, 
of  enjoying  all  the  beautiful  works  and  ^  the  effe^ 
of  kindnefs,  which  thou  haft  fo  lib^^y  ihed  upoQ 
thy  world,  our  abode }  of  devatmg  oiur  minds  t^ 
thee,  the  fource  of  beauty  aad  pisifedion,  of  coming' 
ever  nearer  to  thee,  of  beebming  ev^  more  like 
thee,  and  in  thee  of  enjoying  ever  purer  delight  an^ 
bUIs  I  •—  O  God !  what  is  man,  that  thou  haft  ex- 
alted him  fo  far  above  all  the  inhabitants  of  t^ 
earth,  endowed  him  wi&  fuch  capacities  and  power;, 
allotted  him  this  place  in  thy  dominion,  brought 
VOL.  I*  B  him 
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him  fo  near  to  thy  fon  Jefus  and  through  him  to 
thefe^  his  father  and  our  fether,  and  opened  to  him 
fuch  profpefts  in  remote  futurity  in' all  the  glories  of 
thy  creation !  O  God !  what  joy,  what  tranfports 
fhould  it  raife  in  our  hearts  that  we  are  men ;  that 
we  are  thy  children,  thy  image ;  that  we  are  bre- 
thren of  thy  fon  Jefus ;  that  we  are  immortal,  and 
may  hope  to  become  ever  more  perfeft  and  ever 
more  happy !  with  what  gratitude,  with  what  love 
towards  thee,  our  creator,  Ihould  it  not  imprefs  our 
fouls ;  what  lofty  fentiments  kindle  in  us ;  to  what 
good  and  great  aftions  incite  us ! — O  let  this  grand, 
this  blifsful  fentiment  of  our  dignity  and  thy  favour 
be  ever  prelent  with  usl  o  let  it  even  now  in  a  fu- 
perior  degree  be  a^ve  and  efFedive  in  us,  thoroughly 
penetrate  and  warm  us,  and  fo  entirely  take  poffef- 
fion  of  us,  that  it  may  never  more  by  any  thing  be 
weakened  or  fuppreffed !  No ;  conftantly  let  us  be, 
iknpreffed  with  the  excellence  of  our  nature,  our  , 
origin  from  thee  and  our  high  vocation,  and  con^ 
ftantly  think  and  live  conformably  with  what  we 
now  are  and  can  do,  and  what  we  hereafter  ihall  be 
and  may  perform !  Blefs,  in  this  refped,  our  medi- 
tations (m  thefe  iinportant  dofbines ;  let  thy  fpirit 
ftrengtben  and  exalt  our  fouls,  that  they  may  feel 
the  whole  value  of  their  privileges  and  powers^  and 
rejoice  in  their  exiftence  and  their  connexion  with 
^ee !  We  afk  it  as  the  difciples  of  him,  who  taught 
us  to  addrefs  thee  »»  Our  father,  &c» 

nMM 
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PSALM  vm.  §i 
Tbou  baft  made  him  a  little  bwer  than  the  angds,  and  haft 
crowned  him  with  gloiy  and  honoun  . 

VTAN  may  be  confidered  two  different  way«.  In 
one  we  find  him  a  very  limttedi  feeble,  and 
defeftive  being.  Little  fupcrior,  at  bcft,  to  the 
beads  of  the  fidd,  ill  many  refpeds  apparently  be- 
low  them :  more  drcumfcrib^d,  more  impotent, 
more  nnhappy  than  they.  Cdnfidei^  in  another 
U^ht,  he  difcoters  the  faireft  diipofitions,  and  the 
greateft  capacities.  Lobk  at  the  effeds  of  his  ex« 
temal  force ;  they  indicate  a  bemg  far  more  elevatedi 
thaiji  the  inanimate  or  the  animal  creations  He  per* 
forms  adions  which  excite  ind  defenre'  miiver&l 
admiration  ^  but  the  operations  and  produftions  of 
his  mind,  give  demohftratidns  of  his  affinity  widi 
the  Father  of  ISpirits^  and  prove  him  to  be^  in  the 
tnoft  exalted  Ibnfe^  the  fon  of  GoDi 

Confidered  Oti  one  fide,  hiiman  lUtture  -appeiM 
to  bbjed:  of  compaffion.  And  they  who  thus  tie\^ 
it,  take  til  poffible  pains  tb  diflxiay  us  by  derifioii^ 
by  repifdenting  our  prettefions  to  dignity  as  the 
fkndes  of  a  fooUfh  pride*  On  the  other  fide^  maft 
feems  to  mi^t  the  greateft  efteem  and  ttiaenition# 
And  fuch  as  r^aul  hun  in  this  light,  exalt  him  tu 
i&)ove  all  furrounding  creatures,  make  him  capable 

Hd  of 
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of  every  excellence,  and  fitted  for  the  higheft  gran* 
deur* 

NoWj^in  which  way  fhall  we  contemplate  man? 
Doubtlefs,  we  fhould  ftudy  and  undcrftand  him  in 
both,  if  we  would  judge  rightly  of  the  en4$^  for 
whi<;h  he  was^  made ;  if  we  would  neiAer  be  rafh 
through  pride,  nor  difheartened  by  confcious  abafe- 
inent* 

It  &ems  to  me,  howerer,  as  If  human  nature  wis 
abt  frequently  enough  confidered  cwa  its  fair  and 
advantageous  fide ;  though  it  fhould  oftener  be  fb 
than  on  the  pAer.  Limitations,  weakndTes,  defe£b^ 
and  imperfeftwns,  never  allow  thcmfelves  to  be  for- 
gotten; the  fentisoent  of  them  ts  too  painiiil,  and 
too  importunate,  and  their  baneful  iuiSuence  on  our 
felidty  is  too  mult^rra  and  too  apparoit  for  us  to 
deny^  But  taients  Aat  are  not  ckawn  fortfi,  facul- 
ties that  are  not  exerted,  abilities  that  are  not  exhi- 
bited in  action,  ^r  only  operate  in  filaice  and  ob- 
fctmty,  may  eafily  be  overiooked,  may  eafily  be 
needed.  And  then  there  h  a  vaft  difference  be- 
tween thefe  two  fides,  b^th  in  fcope  and  duration. 
Infirmkies^  weakne0&>  and  imperfcaiiMis,  which 
may  be  oft^corref^ed,  and  ^hich  may,  in  psirt  at 
leaft,  be  removed ;  which  bdong  not  foeffentially 
to  iHHnan  nature,  deferve  not  therefOTe,(o  much  at- 
tention, as  c^actties^  add  faculties^  and  prerogatives, 
which  not  only  at  prefent  preponderate  over  them, 
imt  are  to  go  with  us  inta  eternity,  conftantly  eScd- 
ing  greater  peife£ti(m  and  more  exalted  hapfsneis. 

i  I   .  Certainly 
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Certainly  then  the  man  that  acouftoitis  himfetf  to 
confider  human  nature,  i^tthfer  on  this  fide  &an  the 
ether,  wfll  judge  far  more  rightly,  tfimk  fiff  more 
-nobly,  aS  fSr  better  and  teore  viUHonfly,  than  he 
who  fuffers  the  fefntiment  of  his  meanneft  andiin^ 
perfedlioni  to  be  ever  before  hkn.  \^eU  then  j  we 
will  chufe  the  rq>refentation  that  promifes  us  the 
moft  advantage  and  .the  greateft  happinefs. 

We  Will  coniider  the  dignity  of  man.  I  have 
'Often  difcourfed  to  you  of  it  before.  Oft  have  I 
encouraged  you  to  the  fentinvent  and  the  eflimation 
of  it.  But,  perhaps,  this  comprehenfive  t^m  hits 
tiot  always  excited  the  cleared  reprefentations  in 
your  rtind.  We  ¥^11  npw  mo^  diflm&ly  ^rimi* 
^nate  the  pnnc^al  matters  wherein  it  oonfifts. 

By  the  dignity  of  man,  we  are,  in  general,  to  un- 

derlhmd,  whatever  is  cminaitly  great  and  honourable 

in  his  nature,  his  lituation,-iand  his  vocation ;  all 

Aat  gives  ^him  an  eminent  value  in  the  fight  of  God 

-  and  of  all  rational  beings.     A  dignity  whioh  is 

^grounded  on  his  imrinficallj^  ndble  and  generous 

fentiments,  his  privileges,  and  his  powers,  and  is 

difplayed  in  the  excellency  of  intelleft  and  power  of 

aftion  pecuKar  to  him.     A  dignity  ^^ich  forcestfwm 

us  fcime  fudi  exclamations  to  the  tieity  as  thofe  df 

-the  Pfelmiil ;   ^  Hiou  haft  made  him  a  little  lower 

Hhan  the  angels,  and  haft  crbwned  him  with  glory 

^dhonbur!^*  -  •    - 

l^^rdn;  then,  does  the  dJgnhy  of  man  confift*? 
"pr  what  jjives  him  the  dignity  he  has?    And  te>w 

B  3  and 
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^d  whereby  does  he  exhibit  his  dignity  ?  or,  what 
prodnces  it  within  hkn  ai^d  without  him?  —  Thefe 
are  (he  principal  ^ijieitipns  we  h^ve  now  to  puifwer. 

IJnderftapding)  freedom)  a&ivity,  an  always  pro- 
g^riefliye  perfeSion^  u][unprtality,  the  relation  in  wfiich 
he  ftands  towards  God,  and  towards  his  fon  Jefus, 
tte  ftation  he  fills  on  the  earth,  and  what  he  is  and 
does  in  regard  to  all  thefe  :  this  compofes  the  dignity 
of  man  J  this  gives  him  his  eminently  great  woi?th, 

Man  is  ennobled  by  underitanding  and  reafon. 
Thefe  form  the  firft  and  chief  ground  of  his  dignity. 
Thefe  exalt  him  iar  above  all  the  other  creatm-es  of 
die  earth.  By  thefe  he  is  related  with  fpiriftfel  be- 
Jugs  i  by  thefe  he  takes  flight  to  the  regions  above, 
and  foars  to  the  feat  of  Qoo.  He  is  neither  altogg- 
ther  material  i^pr  altogether  Ipirit ;  not,  like  the 
beafts  of  the  field,  attached  to  the  earth  j  not  inc^- 
pable,  Uke  them,  of  refifting  the  impreffion  of  extcx- 
nal  things.  H5  can  lift  his  eyes  on  high,  and  rpam 
in  %irit  above  terreftrial  and  vifible  objefts :  he  can 
inveftigate  himfelf}  diftiiiguifli  himfelf  from  every 
thing  around  him^and  fecem  his  thoughts  from  that 
which  thinks  within  him ;  can  difcriminate  the  paft, 
theprefent,  and  the  future  in  the^'cpncqitipiis  of  his 
capacious  mind ;  has  an  inward  and  clear  confdouf- 
nefs  of  his  exiilence  and  his  anions  \  can  inquire 
into  the  caufes  and  motives  of  events,  inveftigate 
their  proportion  and  affinity  to  each  other,  view  their 
connexions  and  confequences ;  and,  from  what  he 
knows  and  fees,  can  judge  in  a  thoufand  cafiss  gf 

^what 
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what  he  kno^s  and  fees  not  yet.  And  how  com- 
prehenfive  is  his  intelleft !  How  far  does  his  rcafon 
ventvire,  and  how  often  does  it  fucceed  in  its  boldeft 
refearches !  Who  can  compute  the  multitude,  the 
niimberlefs  multitude  of  ideas,  judgm^ts,  of  con- 
clufions,  of  remarks  and  obfervations  which  arife, 
which  affodate,  concatenate,  or  interweave  themfelves 
in  the  human  mind,  during  its  fhort  fojoum  on 
this  terreftrial  globe,  and  fupply  it  with  matter  for 
everlafting  refleftions  ?  And  what  is  there  in  the 
heaven  above,  or  in  the  earthrbeneath,  in  the  fea, 
and  in  all  deep  places,  in  the  vifible  or  the  invifible 
worl4,  in  the  region  of  poflibilities  and  aftion,  in 
the  obfcurity  of  the  paft,  and  in  the  night  of  the 
future,  what  is  there  that  the  curiofity  of  the  human 
mind  does  not  ftrive  to  polTefs,  that  does  not  em- 
ploy its  faculties,  th^t  it  does  not  endeavour  to  know, 
to  fathom,  to  explain,  to  compare  or  to  combine 
with  what  it  already  knows?  Allow  that  it  fre- 
quently ,miftakes,  that  it  often  takes  appearances  Tor 
reality,  that  it  difcovers  and  knows  comparatively 
but  little,  that  in  more  than  one  refpeft  it  is  totally 
ignorant :  yet,  who  can  fail  of  perceiving  the 
value  of  what  it  really  does  know  and  by  its  fa- 
culties perform  ?  who  th^  ftill  greater  value  of  its 
inceflfant  ^ndeavpurs"  after  what  it  knows  not  yet, 
and  is  not  able  to  perform  ?  Who  can  deny  the 
dignity  it  receives  from  hence  ? 

^Freedom,  moral  freedom,  is  another  charafteriftic 
of  man  j  another  fource  of  his  dignity.    While  the 

B  4  fun. 
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fun,  the  moon,  the.flars,  and  all  the  hoft  of  heaven, 
rhove  and  a£t  and  revolve  in  the  region^  of  fpace 
by  mechanical  laws  unknown^  to  them ;,  vrhile  the 
animals  blindly  purfue  their  irrefiftible  inftinds,  an4 ' 
ape  entirely  dependent  on  impreffions  from  without } 
man  is  not  abfolutely  fubjeded  to  thofe  laws,  nor 
impelled  by  thefe  inftindks.  He  can  controul,  alter, 
or  decline  thefe  laws  in  a  thoufand  different  ways, 
in  regard  to  his  motions  and  actions :  he  can  with* 
ftand^  or  totally  furmount  thefe  inftinfts.  He  can 
cpnfider,  compare,  feleft,  refolve,  execute  his  re- 
folves,  or  relinqiulh  and  change  them  for  others. 
Ife  diftinguiflies  truth  Irom  error,  good  from  bad, 
and  femblance  from  reality;  fuflfers  not  himfelf  to  be 
Jmpofed  on  by  every  fpecious  outfide,  every  deceitful 
luftre,  every  defirable  or  terrific  appearance :  he  flops 
not  at  the  prefent  moment ;  fees  to  the  remoteft  con^ 
fequences  of  things  j  and  is  neither  neceffitated 
blindly  to  truft  to  the  informations  of  his  fenfes,  not 
implicitly  to  follow  his  feelings  as  they  arife.  He 
chufes  and  does  that  which  he  finds  to  be  right  and 
gbod,  and  beft  for  the  occafion  }  h^  reje£t$  and 
avoids  that  which  h^  holds  to  be  unjuft  ^d  bafe,  or 
produflive  of  more  harm  than  good  j  ^d  direfts 
himfelf  in  his  choice  and  his  condud,  by  the  percept 
tions  of  his  intelleft,  by  the  li^ht  of  his  reafon. 
Thefe  perceptions  indeed  may  often  de(peive  him; 
this  light  may  fometimes  lead  him  aftniy.  But  then 
the  way  Is  not  Abut  to  his  return.  He  can  difcover 
(he  deceit,  be  aware  of  his  error,  repent  of  his  mif- 

take. 
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take,  alter  his  conduct,  and  learn  by  thefe  fad  expfer 
jriences  to  aft  more  prudently  and  more  cautioufly 
,  for  the  future.    He  thus  guides,  direfts,  and  govtms 
himfelf  according  to  the  circumftances  of  external 
things.     Thus  is  he  neither  a  blind  rotatory  bdng 
in  the  fyftem  qf  the  univerfe,  por  the  flave  of  his  o^ 
judgment,  nor  the  fport  of  outward  paufes  and  events. 
Thus  he  does  nothing  but  what  he  wills,  and  no* 
thing  can  compell  him  to  will  any  thing  but  what 
he  at  that  time  holds  for  the  beft.     And  what  a  high 
privilege  does  this  give  him  over  all  the  inanimate 
as  well  as  the  merely  fenfitive  but  irrational  creation] 
What  importance,  what  dignity  muft  all  his  conclu- 
fions  and  a&ions  acquire  from  hence,  that  they  ar$ 
peculiarly  his  own  refolutions,  his  own  aftions,  the 
principles,  aims,  confiftency,  and  connexion  where* 
pf  he  knows,  and  can  giv^  an  account  of  to  himfelf 
and  to  others !     How  much  more  valuable  muft  one 
fingie  good  adtion  of  a  man  be,  than  the  whole  be- 
nign influence  of  the  fun,  unconfcious  of  itfelf  and 
of  all  its  efFefts,  diflfufed  throughout  the  fyftem. 

Afiffvity,  the  moft  diverfified,  the  moft  indefati- 
gable a£tivity,  is  a  third  charafteriftic  of  man,  a  third 
fource  of  his  dignity.  Indeed  every  thing  in  nature 
is  inceflantly  moving ;  the  inanimate  as  well  as  the 
living,  the  animal  no  lefs  than  the  rational  world, 
Every  thing  has  force,  and  all  force  effefts  what  it 
can  and  muft  produce.  Perfeft  inaftivity,  immove- 
able floth,  conipleat  death,  feem  to  be  i^xcliided 
from  the  creation  of  God.    But  where  fhall  we  find 

greater 
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greater  and  more  diverfified  a£livity  than  m  matt  ? 
And  where  aQivky  with  confcioufnefs,  with  reflec- 
tfon,  with  defign,  but  in  hinl  ?  When  does  the  hu* 
man  fpirif  ceafe  from  thinking  ?     And  how  rapidly, 

,  how  innmnerably  do  its  thoughts  fucceed  to  each 
other !     When  does  it  ceafe  from  producing  revolu- 
tions^ various  aiid  great,  within  and  without  I     How 
much  good,  how  much  mifchief,  how  much  general 
advantage,  how  much  general  harm  is  often  occafioned 
by  a  thougl^,  a  word,  a  look,  a  gefture,  an  emotion 
of  man  I     And  how  far,  how  immenfely  wide  is  the 
influence  of  what  he  does  extended  through  time 
and  fpace  !-^How  various,  how  connefted^  how  in^ 
tricate,  how  comprehenfive,  how  extenfive  are  often 
Jiis  occupations  and  enterprizes  I     What  does  he 
not  produce,  eflTeft,  and  controul  within  the  fphere 
©f  his  aftion  ?    What  is  there  that  exifts,  that  hap- 
pens, wherein  he  does  ijot  participate  by  a  thoufand 
means,  which  .does  not  exercife  his  bodily  or  his 
mental  powers  ?t— And  what  obftacle,  what  difficul- 
ties can  effeftually  keep  him  from  them,  or  totally 
quench  the  ardour  of  his  adivity  ? ,  What  is  more 
hateful  to  him  than  inaction  and  death ;  what  more 
defirable  in  his  eyes  than  diverfified  life  and  diflemi-. 
nated  produftion  ?    Is  not  this  the  fcale  by  which 
he  eftimates  himfelf  and  others,  and  the  value  of  aU 
external  things  ?' — Ajjd  a  creature  of  fo  inceflTant,  fp 
unwearied  an  activity,  with  an  inward  fentiment  of 

,  himfelf  and  the  faculties  which  produce  thai  adivity, 
muft  be  eminently  fuperior  to  beings  of  fmaller  ac- 
tivity, 
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'^ivity,  t>r  bongs-  unconfcious  of  thdr  aftivity  and 
esdftence,  Poes  he  not  acquire  very  confideraUe 
dignity  from  this  alone  ? 

Add  to  this,  fourthly,  the  capacity  of  continually 
advancing,  and  conftantly  acquiring  new  degrees  of 
perfeflion}  and  you  will  <lifcover  a  frefli  gix)un4  of 
bis  pre-eminence  aixd  di^j  iit,^  The  fun  is  glorious 
^o  behold,  fiur  is  the  moon,  k  r  are  the  ftars,  beaur 
liful  the  vegetables  and  pUnts  ihat  adom  the  fur&ce 
of  our  earth ;  each  of  ch  m  is  good-  and  perfeft  ia 
its  kind  :  but  they  remain  ro  they  are ;  their  figure^ 
thdr  beauty^  their  motion,  thdr  opeira^on  is  invaii- 
?bly  the  fame.  They  ^abfolutely^hat  which  thqf 
ihouldandcanbe.  Wpt ibis  man*  He b  never abfi> 
lately  what  he  fhould  and  can  be.  He  is  confined 
by  VKQ  fpace ;  no  time  can  fet  bounds  to  his  aStioBp 
One  degree  of  peife^Qn,  lea^  ham  on  to  another: 
never  ftands  he  fo  high,  but  Ike  ms^  afcend  ftSl 
Jbighen  His  csqpaeities  .^expand,  his  powers  in^ 
Oeafe  in  proportion  as  he  ap^es  and  exerts  them: 
and  the  circle  of  his  views  and  operations  enlarges 
according  to  the  degree  by  which  his  capacities  un« 
fold^  axi4  hjs  powers  impirpve.  When  has  he  leaml: 
fo  much,  that  he  fi^  ^lothing  farther  to  learn? 
When  does  he  kno^^r  and  underftand  all  that  he 
may  underftarid  and  Know?  When  has  he  pro- 
ceeded fo  fsif  in  ]yifdo^  and  virtue^  diat  he  cas 
jjoake  pff  &rtbar  pn^gr^  m  them  ?  When  has  he 
ferfoixned  fo  mjocb,  and  aj^ed  fp  ben^cently  about 
piaxp  that  he  is  capable  of  ^oing  no  more^  and  has 

no 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ift  "WHEREm  THE   WG^NiTT 

110  more  beneficenGfe  to  pcrfdrm  ?v  Anil  when  do 
Ins  sums  and  endeavours  cede  ?-  '  Why-,  in  all  thefe 
regards,  can  fet  bounds  to  the  htaian  nrind,  which 
It  may  not  hopf  to  tranfcend  by  its  difpofitions  and 
abilities,  and  by  the  will  of  its  maker  ? 

Is  he  npt  immortal  ?  Yes ;  and  this  is  die  fifth 
fource  of  his  (Kgnify.  Man  is  defigned  for  immor- 
tality. He  is  to  continue  without  end,  to  live  for 
ever,  to  live  eternally  as  a  rational,  free,  and  aftive 
feeing,  as  a  being  continually  endeavouring  at  per- 
fe£kion ! -^  Immortality !  cverlaflSng  Kfe!  what  a 
prerogative,  what  a  dignity  is  this !'  AH  the  beauties 
ef  nature  ftiall  fade  andperflh  j  the  fun  and  Ae  orbs 
bf  heaven  fhall  lofe  their  luftre;  the  richeft  fources 
*f  light  fhall  be  cfxhaufted  ;  the  whole  vifihle  world 
ftall  fiiik  iiitd  night :  but  man  furviires  them  all, 
and  finds  ih  IhWel^,  In  tHe'^t^roi-Idcrf  f|>irits,  in  Ood 
the  father  of  j^P^A^  ^  "^^t^  ^^^tn  all  the  viable 
Vorfd  dan  give.  And  %h^e^  then  are  the  limits  that 
are  to  confine  Mm,  this  ihiniortal,  this  ever-a£fing 
l>eijig  ?  What  degree  bf  Kght,-  Hirhat  meafure  df 
'p&wtT^  what  rank  of  felidty  fhall  tender  him  mcapa* 
fele  of  v«d&dng  in  a  ftill  tiij^er  light,  of  obtaining 
fen  jgre^er  powers,  of  enjoying  fKH  purer  Tjlifsf 
No  ;  here  tio  perfefl:  ftop,  no  fixt  and  immoveable 
point  of  perfeQion  can  be  conceived.  Hoj  ever- 
lafting  advancement  land  projgrefs,  everliafting  im« 
ptdvement  ni  all  that  is  bfeautiful  and  good  and  defirw 
able,  everlafting  approximation  to  l3ie  higheft,  but 
Hill  unattainable  perfedSon :  this  is. the  vocation ; 

this 
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tlus  the  foveneign  lot  of  man ;  this  the  greateft,  the 
higheft  dignity  of  a  created  being ! 

Man  is  likewife,  and  this  adds  infinitely  to  hig 
dignity,  this  fcts  hun  in  his  perfed  light,  man  is  the 
image  of  Goik     He  is  defcended  lirom  him,  is  his 
offspriiig,  and,  bears  the  Yifible  traces  of  his  deriva- 
tion from  heaven,  and  hjis  communion  with  the  Su- 
preme  Exiftence.    His  unijerftanding  is  a  ray  of 
divine  intelligence  ^  his  power  an  efflux  from  that 
of  the  deity ;  his  activity  fomething  fimilar  to  that 
of  God ;  his  capacity  of  becoming  conftantly  more 
perfefit,  is  a  capacity  of  approaching  nearer  to  the 
divine  nature ;  his  immort^ty  is  a  fimilitude  of  the 
internvinable  dur^on  of  the  Sovereign  Being,  and 
the  niesms  of  an  everlafting  communion  with  him« 
As  often  as  he  thinks  of  truth ;  as  oftea  as  he  ig 
inclined  to  goodnefs,  and>brings  it  to  e&& ;  as  of« 
fen  as  he  perceives,  adtnircs,^  and  promotes  onkr 
and  harmony;  as  often  ai  he  fpre^  love,  and 
joy,  and  faappineis  around  him :   f o  often  does  he  . 
think,  and  will,  and  perform,  and  feel,  and  ad  in  a 
godlike  manner }  fo  often  does  be  purfue  the  work 
of  his  creator  and  £sither  ;  {p  often  does  he  promote 
the  ddigns  of  die  Sovereign  Being ;   fo  often  doe$ 
he  obtain  a  tafte  of  pure  divine  felicity ;   and  the 
more  he  does  jb,  the  pftener  he  ads  in  this  majmer^ 
the  ^eater  is  his  fimilitude  with  God,  the  brighter 
does  the  image  of  God  fhine  in  him,  the  Ids  are  wf 
able  to  miftake  his  h^h  d^fpent,  ^4fi,  q^erlook  thf 
dignity  of  his  nature.  ^  2^  i^H^en.tfaat  G|^  vifibly 

afts. 
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ads,  as  it  were  in  him  and  through  him ;  by  huii 
he  gives  teftimony  of  the  truth ;  he  inftrufts  and  re»- 
veals  himfelf  to  mankind  by  him  j  by  him  he  main- 
tains  the  caufe  of  virtue ;  by  him  he  fpeaks  comfort 
to  the  afflifted;  by  him  he  pours  balm  into  the 
wounded  heart ;  by  him  affords  help  and  fupport  td 
the  wretched,  diftributes  bread  to  the  hungry,  and 
gives  ftrength  to  the  weak  ;  his  world  is  improved 
»  l?y  him  ;  and  through  hini  he  fpreads  life  and  joy 
more  diffufively  aroimd.  And  to  be  fuch  an  inftni- 
ment  in  the  hand  of  God ;  to  have  fuch  a  fimilitude 
with  him,  the  moft  perfeft,  the  moft  gloriom  bet- 
ing ;  to  approach  fo  near  to  the  divinity,  and,  fai  i 
manner,  to  ftand  in  his  place  upon  the  earth ;  muft 
not  this  confer  a  great,  or  rather  the  greateft  dignity 
on  man  ? 

This  circumftance  it  is  that  brings  him  fo  near  f 6 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  to  his  fon  Jefus  J 
this  it  is  that  connefts  him  fo  clofcly,  fo  intimately 
with  him  in  whom  the  Father  is  well  pleafed,  whom 
he  has  conftituted  LcmxI  of  all,  and  ix  the  higheft 
pattern  of  all  human  pcrfeflion.  And  what  a  dig- 
nity docs  man  acquire  fix)m  his  relationfliip  to  Jefus', 
whom  he  reveres  as  his  reftorer  and  chief!  To  hav6 
him,  the  moft  complete  image  of  the  Father,  this  refle* 
beam  of  divine  effulgence,  for  his  rdtaitioft,  his  bro'- 
ther,  his  friend,  his  captain  and  leader,  Im  lord  ;  td 
be  as  ttridly,  as  indiffolubly  united  withr  him,  as  the 
members  of  tbe^jody  ar6  united  to  the  head  ;  to  be 
fcf  beloved  of  fefin' as  no^  fifcnd  ever  toved  anothiefi 
it  or 
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or  can  love  him,  to  be  fo  unanimous  with  him,  and 
to  carry  on  the  fame  defigns,  to  work  with  him  as 
he  does  with  the  Father ;  in  more  than  one  refpeS 
to  reprefent  him  on  the  earth  among  mankind,  and 
to  forward  the  purpdfes  he  began  j  how  much  muft 
this  exalt  the  dignity  of  man !  What  honour,  what 
fplendor,  what  eminence  muft  it  give  him !  What 
Inay  not  creatures,  whom  God  has  fo  highly  favour- 
ed, expeft  at  his  hands !  What  degree  of  perfection 
and  blifs  may  not  be  attainable  by  them ! 

Laftly,  conlider  man  in  his  outward  figure,  and 
his  ftation  in  the  world.  Confider  the  place  he  fills 
upon  the  earth  ;  what  he  is  and  does  with  all  its 
other  inhabitants  ;  and  in  this  regard  alfo  you  can- 
not miftake  his  dignity.  See  how  he  ftands,  full  of 
confdoufnefs,  amidft  all  inferior  creatures  ;  how  ex- 
alted and  eminent  he  is  above  them  j  bow  all  pro- 
claim him  the  fovereign  of  the  globe  and^  its  inhabi- 
tants, the  fubftitute  of  its  author,  and  the  prieft  of 
nature !  With  what  a  comprehenfive  view  does  he 
furvey,  diftribute,  order,  conneQ:,  and  apprehend ; 
now  darting  his  eye  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  then 
looking  down  from  heaven  upon  the  earth  with  fen- 
timents  of  delight ;  aiFedionately  cherifhing  eveiy 
thmg  that  lives  and  moves ;  his  fent^mental  heart 
expands  to  the  innumerable  ftreams  of  pteafure  and 
joy,  which  from  all  fides  flow  to  meet  him,  till  he 
is  loft  in  the  fweeteft  fentiments  of  love  and  adora- 
tion!— 

How  beautiful,  how  elevated  his  niien  f    How 

fignificant 
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Cgnificant  and  expreffive  every  feature  of  hi&  hcei 
every  attitude,  every  movement  of  his  perfon  I 
How  forcible  is  the  language  of  his  eye  I  How  he 
difplays  his  whole  foul  by  a  glance  of  it,  and 
with  an  irrefiftible  energy  at  one  time  commands 
reverence,  at  another  fubmiflion  and  obedience,  and  - 
at  another  love  ;  now  infpiring  courage  and  refolu- 
tion,  then  pleafure  and  fatisfaftion  in  all  about  him ! 
How  often  does  he  confound  wickednefs  by  a  look^ 
defeat  the  fchemes  of  injuftice,  drive  forrow  from 
the  breafl  of  the  mourner,  and  dart  life  and  heavenly 
joy  w.here  darknefs  and  diftrefi  prevailed.  Who 
can  here  miftake  the  elevation  and  the  digiity  of 
man! —  ,  . 

And  who  can  deny,  that  all  things  on  the  earth 
relate  to  man,  that  all  are  animated,  bedutified,  and 
connefted  as  the  means  of  human  happinefs,  and  for 
the  glory  of  God  ?  How  extenfively  do  the  influ- 
ences and  operations  of  man,  either  mediately  ot 
immediately  prevail  I  What  does  he  not  extort 
from  the  very  elements  and  the  recondite  powers 
of  nature  [  J^d  what  revolutions  and  produdions 
does  he  not  bring  forth !  WhatMefert  does  not  be- 
come a  paradife  by  his  prefence  and  induftry ;  and 
what  paradife  not  more  paradifiucal  when  he  builds 
his  habitation  in  it !  Reprefent  to  yourfelf  the  earth 
without  mankind,  without  rational  creator^  on  it, 
and  what  do  you  difcover  it  to  contain  ?  Certainly 
.ftill  many  great  beauties ;  but  more  favage  than  gen- 
tlet  more  tremendous  than  delightful  beauties ;  ftill 

indeed 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


OF   MAJT   CONSISTS:  I J 

indeed   much  life,  but  life  ^idthout  confcioufhefs^ 
^thout  refledion^  without  appropriate,  enjoyment^ 
without  recoUeftion  of  the   great   author  of  iti 
No,;    nature  is  beautiful,  enchantingly  beautiful; 
but  man  adorns  it,  eoUe^  about  him  the  fcat^ 
tered  and  fingle  beauties,  and  fdes  and  feels,  and 
enjoys  them,  and  delights  in  them.    Nature  is  fruits 
ful,  inexhsluflibiy  fruitful ;  biit  inan  improves  her 
fertility,  guides  it^  and  gives  it  its  inoft  generally 
^eful  dire&ion.     Nature  is  full  of  life }  but  man, 
diverfifies,  elevates^  and  ennobles  this  Hfei  and  is 
happy  in  the  enjoyihent  of  it.     Thus  is  he  the  lord 
of  this  p^rt  of  the  creadon ;  the  prieft  of  nature!, 
from  whofe  heart,  from  whofe  lips  the  t^jiankfgiving 
and  praife  of  all  inanimate  and  all  living  creaturesi 
afcend  to  heaven ;  the  central  point  in  which  aQ 
that  furround  him  unite,  and  aU  attain  their  coxo!^ 
pletion  and  perie^on.  *—  Would  you  eftimate  his 
powerful  and  benign  influence  on  all  things ;  thett 
only  compare  the  regions  inhabited  by  man  with 
thofe;  wherein  he  has  not  fixed  his  abode ;  compHrfe 
the  european  and  afiatic  luxuriance  of  gardens  and 
fields,  with  the  wilds  of  America.    Here  nature  lan- 
guiflies  for  want  of  cultivation:    there  plenty  and 
joy  nieet  the  traveller  with  fmile^.    Here  impend 
trabk  forefls,  and  vail  impaflabU  marfhes  cover  the 
earth ;  its  uixdireded  and  ufelefs  fertility,  flifles  and» 
deifaroys  itfelf )  and  peftileniial  vapours  obfcure  its 
furface  :  diere  the  fun,  unimpeded,  difitifes  its  light 
and  heat }  the  waters  flow  in  pleafant  ilreams ;  the 
VOL.  I.  c  noifom^ 
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no^ome  vapours  are' difperfed ;  the  winds  are  ad- 
mitted to  refrefh  and  purify  the  atmofp|iere ;  and 
the  weeds  are  eradicated  from  among  the  ufeful 
plants.  Where  man  is  not,  and  docs  not  id,  there 
,  are.  tracklefs  waftes;  there  froft,  and  chearlefs 
,  filaice,  and  dreadful  death  prevail :  where  man  ap- 
pears, where  he  lives  and  ads,  there  he  makes  him 
paths,  there  he  decks  the  earth  with  flowers  and 
fruits,  there  the  air  brings  health  and  ftrcngth  and 
pleafant  odours  with  it,  there  he  animates  smd  glad- 
dens all,  there. you  hear  the  lowing  h^ds  and  the 
eicpreffive  pyfulnefs  of  man.  And  how  much  niore 
beautiful,  more  glorious  is  nature  now ;  how  rich  • 
and  beneficent  under  the  guiding  band,  and  the  ge- 
nial attentions  and  culture'cf  man,l  All  is  now  the 
mirrpr  of  the  deity,  the  fchool  of  wifdom,the  fource 
of  pleafure,  the  means  of  exercife  and  perfe£Uon, 
the  foretafte  of  pur^r^joys  and  higher  happinefs! 
How /c0nne8:ed  now  is  the  vifible  with  the  invifible, 
the  prefent  with  the  future,  the  terreftriat  world  with 
the  world  of  fpirks,  and  the  creature  ^th  the  crea- 
tor L— 

And  man,  who  effeds  and  produces  all  this ;  man,, 
who  pofljpffes  fuch  an  undferftanding,  fuch  a  freedom* 
fuch  aftivity,fuch  capacities  forever  tending  to  p^-^ 
£s£tion  ^  a  being'immortal ;  a  being  in  the  fimilitude 
4»of  God,  fo  intimately  connefted  with  his^^  fon  Jefus 
Chrift }  and  fiiflaming  fuch^a  part  upon  the  globe, 
and  filling  fuch  a  character  in  regard  to  the  other 
creatures!  muft  not  man  pofiefs  great  dignity  in  the 

fight 
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Ught  of  God,  a  jwe-eminent  digtuty  in  his  fight,  m4 
ia  that  of  aB  rational  eidftiMices  ? 

Judge  then  mo^e  juftly  of  txwu^tid,  judge  toow 

juftly  of  thyfetf,  o  thoU,  vrko  probably  only  behold# 

dl  thyfdf  on  the  fide  of  weaknefs  and  imperfeaipn^ 

ind  coirfidereft  not  the  fuperiority  and  the  eXecUen* 

cy  of  diy  nature !    Treat  mankind,  and  treat  ^yfetf 

conformably  vfbh  truth.    Debafe  not  the  humian 

race,  under  pretence  of  exalting  their  fovei^eign  and 

fcither,  God ;  andwhen  thou  fpeakdl  of  the  corrup* 

tjon  and  niifery  of  niani  forget  notliowever  that  he 

Is  the  work  of  the  Alm^hty's  hand,  that  the  igno* 

Uriny  of  m4  creature  can  never  redotind  to  the  glory 

crf.the  Creator  ;  forget  not,  that  dimnefs  of  fight  is 

not  total  blindneft,  that  fhades  give  relief  to  light, 

that  ^eat  nufuie  of  power  unplies  great  power,  that 

the  fkft  ad  of  life  is  not  the  ^hole  of  life,  that  the 

tottering,  feeble  iniant  will  arrive  at  nianhood^  and 

then  will  accomplifh  nauch ;  4nd  that  the  God,  who, 

on  the  revifion  of  all  that  he  had  ttiade,  pronounced 

it  good,  and  beheld  it  with  delight,  vrill  certahily 

condud  all  diktgs  to  their  proper  eiids,  to  the  fum* 

toit  of  perfeftion* 

Itoj  confefs  and  fesel  thy  dignity,  thy  faculties, 
thy  privileges,  o  msun !  and  &ei  and  confefs  thenl 
t^di  a  cheerful  and  a  grateful  heart !  It  is  not  ima- 
gination, it  is  not  pride ;  it  is  fentiment  founded  oil 
trudi  *  and  pride  can  and  will  undo  this  fentiment 
of^hy  dignity,  fo  long  as  thou  retaineft  it,  fy  long  a» 
^u  canft  ifbt  IMt  thine  c^es  and  raife  thy  mind  to 
c  2  .  him 
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hmi  who  has  given  the6  thefe  abilities,  thefc  preroga- 
tives, who  gives  thee  thefti  afrefti  at  every  moment, 
and  to  whofe  glory  thou  fhouldft  be  and  do  all  that 
thou  art  imd  doft.  No  j  feel  and  acknowledge  ther 
whole  value  of  thy  reafonable*  nature,  the  whole 
worth  of  thy  fuperior  difpoiitions  and  capacities  and 
powers !  Elfe  canfl:  thou  not  uf^  them  worthily  ^ 
canft  not  become,  not  do,  not  enjoy,  that  which, 
thou  mayeft  become  and  do  and  enjoy  by  thy  nature 
and  thy  appointment ;  elfe  canft  thou  not  render  thy 
creator  the  gratitude,  nor  perform  the  fervice  to  thy 
fellow-creatures,  which  thou  oweft  to/him  and; to. 
ifoem.  No  J  thou  muft  be  refpeSable  to  th^^elf,  and 
all  men  muft  be  Tefpeftable  to  thee.  Each-  is  an  im^ 
portant,  a  neceflary  link  in  the  chain  of  things ; 
each  an  effential,  indifpenfable  being,  on  which,  all 
things  operate,  and  which  operates  again  on  all; 
whofe  influence,  however  narrow  the  fphere  of  it 
may  feem,  is  immenfely  Isu^c,  and  its  activity  con- 
tinning  for  ever. 

/  But  let  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  dignity  be  a 
bare  reprefentation  of  thy  mindi  Let  it  animate  all 
thy  fentiments,  expand  and  warm  thy  heart,  and 
diJplay  itfetf  in  aH  thy  aftions.  Think- juftly  and 
greatly ;  a£t  freely  and  generoully ;  be  conftandy 
more  and  more  aflive  in  juftice  and  beneficence; 
drive  unremittedly  after  higher  perfection  ;  lire  as 
a  creature  that  is  not  wholly  to  die  ;  that  is  to  live 
for  ever ;  endeavour  to  acquire  daily  a  neara:  rdem* 
blance  with  God,  and  to  approach  Hearer  to  the 

it-  '  model 
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model  of  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift;  fulfil  the  fundions 
appointed  thee  on  earth,  there  zGt  and  rule  with 
wifdom  and  loving  kindnefs,  and  continually  dif- 
feminate  more  life  and  joy  and  happinefs  around 
ti^ee.  So  wilt  thou  do  honour  to  mankind,  and  to 
God  thdr  crejU:or  and  father,  and  incontrovertibly 
evince,  th^t  God  has  crowned  thee -with  glory  and 
honour,  and  has  made  thee  only  for  this  period  of 
time  lower  than  the  fpirits  of  blifs. 


C3 
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What  is  in  Oppofifion  tp  the  Dimity  ofMan^ 


jT^  GOD !  thou  haft  4one  much,  infinitely  much, 
for  us  thy  creatures  and  children  !  Thoti  haft 
crowned  us,  with  glory  and  hcMiour,  endowed  us 
with  eminent  prerogatives,  and  haft  made  us  but  little 
inferior  to  the  angiels !  What  great  faculties,  what 
^^enfive  capacities  and  powers  do  we  not  difcover 
in  our  nature ! .  And  what  means,  what  incitements 
to  the  expanfion  and  ufe  of  them  does  not  t^y  kind 
providence  daily  grant  us !  how  much  good  might 
we  not  do  and  enjoy  ;  how  wife,  how  virtuous,  how 
happy  even  no^  be  ?md  become,  if  we  thought  and 
afted  ever  fuitably  to  the  dignity  and  the  pr^oga- 
tives  which  thou  haft  conferred  upon  us }  O  God, 
how  ought  we  to  be  afhamed  before  thee  and  before 
ourfelves,  that  we  are  not  wifer,  and  better,  and 
happier  j  that  we  fo  flowly  advance  towards  the  per^ 

fedion 
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fedlon  to  which  thou  haft  made  ui  capable  of  at> 
taining ;  that  we  aflert  not  more  worAily  the  glory 
of  man !  Alas !  many  of  us  retreat  ever  fartho* 
from  thee  and  from  their  vocation,  debafe  themfelves 
ever  lower  by  follies  aiid  fins,  and  render  themfelves 
ever  more  unworthy  or  the  rank  and  ftation  which 
thou  haft  affigned  them !  Alas !  flill  much  dark- 
nefs,  much  thraldom,  much  floth  and  reluftance  to 
goodnefs,  much  negleft  and  much  mifufe  of  abilities 
degrade ;  ftiil  many  low  fentlments  and  a&ions  de- 
grade us  men,  the  glorious  work  of  thy  hands !  We 
lament  that  we  are  fo  deeply  fallen  from  our  dignity, 
and  have  fo  much  obfcured  the  luftre  of  thy  image 
in  us !  Yet  may  we  all  rife  from  this  depth  of  guik 
and  mifery,  and  be  renewed  after  tiiy  likenefs !  The 
fentin^nt  of  our  fulHed  dignity  is  not  yet  entirely 
fupprislfed  in  our  hearts !  Deiires  and  endeavours 
after  higher  improvement  yet  frequently  remind  us 
of  our  origin  from  thee,  of  our  affinity  to  thee,  cf 
what  we  might  be  and  become !  O  do  thou  thyfetf 
ftrengthen  and  quicketi,  by  the  influences  of  thy 
fpirit,  this  generous  fentiment  in  us !  Let  tbefe  dd« 
fires  after  higher  obje£ls  ever  become  more  ardent^ 
thefe  endeavours  ever  more  continued  and  efficient! 
Refcue  our  fpirits  from  the  dominion  of  fenfuality, 
raife  them  above  every  thing  that  is  earthly  and  vifl- 
ble,  bring  them  ever  nearer  to  thee,  their  creator^ 
and  father,  and  let  them  feek  and  fiaid  in  Aee  iflieii' 
fovercign  perfedion  arid  blifs !  Blefs  cmt  meditations 
on  thofe  truths  that  are  intended  now  to  incite  and 
C4  invigorate 
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mirigorate  our  minds;  Let  us  willingly  receive  and 
retain  them  in  a  good  heart.  All  thi^  we  i|npk)rc 
of  thee  in  die  name  of  thy  fon  Jefus ;  and,  confident 
In  his^  promifes,  we  farther  addrels  thee  in  the  words 
be  taught  us ;    Our  fa&cr,  Sfc, 


P5ALM  viii.  6. 

Tlioii  haft  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angds,  and  haft 
crowned  him  with  glory  ^d  honour, 

nPHE  greater  man^s  dignity  is,  fo  much  the.  more 
highly  is  he  engagol  to  aflert  it,  and  to  think 
and  -aft  in  conformity  to  it.  The  greater  his  dig- 
nity, the  more  does  every  thing  that  is  in  oppoiition 
to  it,  that  leflens  or  obfcures  its  fplendour,  debafe 
and  degrade  him.  Better,  hx  better  is  it  to  fill  the 
loweft  place,  than  to  be  exalted  above  others,  and 
to  difgrace  one^felf  by  low  fentiments  and  fliameful 
aftions :  better,  for  better,  to  |ive  in  pbfcurity,  and 
be  loft  in  the  crowd,  than  to  be  confpicuous  beyond 
others,  and  to  walk  in  the  light,  but  by  ^rror,  folly, 
and  vice,  to  betray  a  greater  love  for  darknefs  :  bet- 
ter, far  bjstter,  to  have  meaner  capacities  and  powers^ 
than  great  capacities  and  powers,  to  mifapply  them, 
or  not  ufe  them  at  all :  better,  hr  better,  to  poiTefs 
no  prerogatives^  than  to  fully  them  by  unworthy 

behaviour^ 
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behaviour,  or  by  negligence  to  render  them  vwd* 
And  may  not  this  be  the  cafe  with  numbers  of 
mankind,  and  poflibly  with  fome  among  us  ?  Wc 
all  enjoy  great  prerogatives,  as  men,  great  capacidet 
and  powers :  we  all  difplay  a  fuperiority  in  variout 
ways,  over  the  other  inhjibitants  6f  the  earth :  wc 
;^1  fill  a  more  elevated  rank  in  the  fcale  of  exiftem- 
des,  live  and  ad  in  a  higher  and  a  larger  fphere  thaa 
diey :  we  are  all  endowed  with  a  certain  nobility,  a 
eotain  peculiar  dignity  which  exalts  us  far  above 
every  thing  about  us.  No  one  that  has  impartially 
confldered  the  nature  and  the  deftination  of  man, 
and  knows  and  feels  himfelf,  is  able  to  contradid 
this  faft.  Recollect  only  our  laft  confideration  of 
this  fubjeft.  Which  of  us  then  did  not  percdve  the 
dignity  of  man,  did  not  admire  it,  did  not  rejoice 
in  it?  But  howfeldom  is  it  difplayed  in  its  perfeft 
purky,  in  all  its  luftre !  How  oft  is  it  vdled,  like 
the  fun,  with  thick  and  gloomy  clouds,  or  obicured 
by  the  impenetrable  opacity  of  matter !  How  often 
does  man  forget,  belie,  and  debafe  his  dignity  1  HoW 
often  does  he  think  and  aft  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if 
be  were  not  that  reafonable,  that  ft-ee,  that  aftive» 
that  emulative,  that  immortal,  that  godlike  creature; 
as  if  he  were  not  the  wife  and  beneficent  ruler  of 
the  earth,  the  pious  pridl  of  nature ;  but  exaftly 
the  reverfe  of  all  this  !  And  how  low  muft  it  de- 
grade him  in  the  eyes  of  all  intelligent  creatures, 
bow  low  in  his  own,  when  he  compares  what  he  k 
and  does  with  what  he  might  be,  and  is  able  to  do  T 

Would 
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Would  he  but  frequently  make  thefe  -comparifolls, 
and  not  decline  the  falutary  ihame  and  confufion  it 
muft  neceffarily^jM-oduce  !  My  prefent  defign  is  to 
facilitate  this  buiinefs  to  fuch  of  you  as  are  fallen 
from  your  dignity,  or  have  much  leiTened  or  obfcured 
it  by  your  fentiments  and  your  conduct; 
^To  this  end,  Llhall  fhew  you  what  is  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  man. 

Let  every  one  compare  his  own  fentiments  and  his 
own  behaviour  with  it ;  judge  them  both  with  ftriflt" 
impartiality ;  let  him  not  quickly  turn  his  eyes  away 
from  thofe  things  which  dbform  and  debafe  him,  and 
which  he  muft  now  leel  to  degrade  and  difgrace 
turn  i  and  by  that  means  let  him  rouze  iand  apply 
himfelf  as  foon  as  poflible  to  become  what  h^  is  not 
yet,  and  immediately  to  fet  about  doing  what  he  has 
hitherto  left  undone ! 

A  man  ads  inconfiflently  with  his  high  endow-, 
tnents  of  intelligence  and  reafon  ;  he  ads  ih  oppofi* 
tk>n  to  his  dignity,  debafes  and  degrades  himfelf^ 
when  he  negleds  to  cultivate  his  underftanding  and 
his  reafon,  when  he  negleds  to  ufe  them  to  thofe 
purpofes  for  which  the  creator  bellowed  them; 
when  truth*  and  error,  femblance  and  reality,  are 
things  indifferent  tO'him,  when  he 'is  contented  with 
fewer  or  with  worfe  attainments  and  perceptions^ 
than  fuch  as  he  might  acquire  by  his  abilities,  by  his 
csqp^dties,  by  his  flation,  by  the  peculiar  means  and 
^portunities  he  has  or  may  have  to  that  end.—* 
Wha:c  is  then  your  dignity,  how  docs^  your  nobility 

appear. 
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appear,  you  who  avoid  that  retirement  and  fiknce 
whith  is  (o  favourable,  and  generally  fo  indifpenfaHc 
to  reflexion ;  you  who  baotumb  your  fpirit  by  aa 
unces^g  round  of  diiSpation,  diftraftion,  and  ta« 
multuous  amufement ;  who  feldom  attain  to  any 
clear  and  intimate  confdoufnefs  of  yourfehres  ani 
your  ciMidlition  j  who  feldom  exerdfe  yourfd ves  in 
confideration  or  reflexion ;  turn  your  thoughts  coin 
ftantly  more  without  than  within  j  cxift  more  by  the 
ojmuons  and  judgiinents  of  others,  than  live  in  that 
Celf-fentiment  which  is  the  necefiary  concomkant  of 
habitual  meditation.?  Where  is  your  dignity,  hcrst 
does  ydUr  nobility  appear^  you  who  reft  mcrdy  ia 
what  you  fee>  and  hear,  and  feel,  who  fo  feldom  in* 
quire  into  the  caufes  alid  grounds  ,and  views  di 
things }  and,  like  the  beafls  of  the  field,  are  occvh 
jHed  in  enjoying  the  prefent  mpmems,  forgetful  of 
the  paftj  and  lofing  fight  of  the  future  ?  Where  if 
your  dignity^  how  does  your  nobiUty  appear  ?  ybu, 
who  find  it  fo  difficult  to  raife  yourfelves  above  vifl* 
ble  and  earthly  things,  who  fo  foon  fe^l  weary  an4 
ihfgufled  of  any  ferious  reile£lion  oa  God  and  rdi* 
gion,  on  duty  a&d  wtue,  on  death  and  inmtortaiii^* 
on  the  vocatiob  and  the  important  concerns  of  man| 
to  whom  rational  exercifes  of  devotion,  thofe  nc^ 
bleft  efevations  of  the  human  mind,  aflford  fo  litdc 
recr^tion  and  plea&re,  and  \^o  are  more  delighted 
with  what  iScOs  and  flatters  the  fcnfes,  thati  with 
afiy  ci]^Epfl[iu^calk>ns  with  the  world  of  fpirits^  and 
fidtb  God^  the  £sitber  of  fj^-its  ?     Whare  is  your 
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dignity  J  how  does  the  nobility  of  your  nature  ap- 
pear j  you,  who,  with  the  beft  means  and  opportu* 
nities  of  ihveftigation  and  confcious  reflexion,  only 
think  as  others  think,  and  talk  as  others  talk ;  you 
who  allow  yoarfelves  to  be  governed  merely  by  the 
prejudices  of  education,  of  appearance,  of  lafMoii, 
who  blindly  embrace  and  revere  every  prevailing 
opinion  j  who  are  conftantly  whirled  about  in  the 
feme  narrow  circle  of  falfe,  obfcure,  and  extremely 
defedive  concepticMW  and  notions ; .  who  ftifle  your 
natural  curiofity ;  who  neither  feek  nor  acquire  any 
better  informatipn  ^  who  remain  ignorant  in  regard 
to  fo  manf  important  matters,  and  probably  even^ 
applaud  yourfelves  for  your  ignorance ;  and,  there- 
fore, in  general  takfe  fo  little  pains  to  cultivate  your 
imderftanding,  and  to  enlarge  and  reftify^' your 
knowledge  ?  Is  riot  this  egregioufly  to  belie  your 
nobleft  privileges,  to  pervert  or  difufe  them? 

Would  you  maintain  your  dignity,  you  muft  ufe 
the  underiianding  and  reaibn  which  the  creator 
hath  granted  you,  and  whereby  he  has  fo  for  exalted 
you  above  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  ciilti- 
vate  them  ynih  care  j  let  the  adormag,  the  invigo* 
rating,  and  the  elevating  of  your  mind  be  at  lead  as 
much  your  earneft  endeavour,  as  the  nourifliment 
and  the  embellifhment  of  your  perfon ;  exercife  ydur 
reflexion  on  all  that  you  fee  and  do^  conftantly  re- 
tain the  clear  confcioufnefs  of  yourfelf,  and  avoid 
every  thing  which  beguiles  and  fupprefles  that  fenti- 
ment ;  reft  not  in  the  femblances  of  things,  in  theif 
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outward  appearance,  their  firft  ^apparent  eSeds ; 
ftrive  to  find  out  their  true  quality,  dive  into  their 
origin,  into  their  aims  and  their  end,  confider  them 
in  thdr  connexions  and  confequences ;  direft  fire* 
quently  your  eyes  and  your  heart  on  high,  raife  them 
to  the  firft,  the  eternal  caufe  of  2XI  things,  keep  up 
yourclofe  corrdpondrace  with  the  father  of  fpirits^ 
and  thereby  perform  what  no  other  creature  on  this 
terreftriafglobe  can  do ;  let  not  fenfuality  ever  weigh 
down  your  fpirit  to  the  earth;  let  not  floth  ever 
hinder  you  from,  inveftigating  the  truth ;  and  be 
faithful  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  means  which  providence 
afibrds  you,  to  the  refUfication  of  your  perceptions^ 
and  the  increafe  of  your  knowledge. 

Farther,  every  thing  that  oppo&s  the  freedom  of 
man,  whatever  contrads  and  prevents. its  ufe,  mili* 
tates  againft  the  dignity  of  man ;  difhonours,  debales 
him,  and  nenders  him  unworthy  of  the  flation  he 
fills  among  the  creatures  of  God.  But  are  you  in- 
deed free^  do  you  maintain  by  your  freedom  the 
dignity  of  man,  you  who  cannot  withftand  any  im- 
prcffion,  any  charm,  any  ftrong  impulfe  of  outward 
things,  who  do  only  what  is  agreeable  to  your  eyes 
and  delightful  to,  your  heart ;  you  who  never  refufe 
orr  rejeft,  or  cannot  refuTe.and  rqeft  without  con- 
flift  and  violence,  what  pleafes  your  palate^  flatters 
.youiifenfes,  dr  gratifies  your  animal  appetites  ? — ^Are 
you  free,  do  you  maintiain,  by  your  freedom,  the 
dignity  of  man,  you  who  fcarcely  ever  behold  with 
your  own  eyes,  fcarcely  ever  zQt  from  your  own 
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peifceptioBs,  who  have  fcarce  any  fctded  piindplet^ 
^nd  follow  no  fixed  rule  in  your  conduft ;  you  whjd 
are  blindly  fwayed  by  the  prevsdcnce  of  cu(bom>  thtf 
tyiianny  of  fifljion,  and  the  force  of  example ;  ara 
conftantJy  inquiring  after,  and  conftantly  direfting 
yourfelves  by,  what  is  held  to  be  true,  and  beautiful^ 
?ind  right,  and  good,  more  than  by  what  is  really 
and  intrinfically  true,  and  beautiful,  and  right,  and 
good  ?-^  Are  you  free,  do  you  maintain,  by  your 
fireedom,  the  dignity  of  man,  you  who  f^ffer  your- 
fijives  to  be  dazzled  by  the  luftfe  of  gold,  the  fplen- 
dour  of  ftation,  the  richnefs  of  drefs,  to  be  captivated 
by  every  fair  appesu-ance,  to  be  deluded  by  every 
impofture,  to  be  deceived  by  every  pretence,  to  (but 
at  eveiry  fancied  terror,  to  follow  every  lure  j  who 
can  furmount  no  confiderable  impediment  in  your 
way,  nor  withftand  any  uncommon  temptation^  tOF 
Yice? — Are  you  free,  do  you  naaihtam,  by  your  ^ 
freedom,  the  dignity  of  man,  you  whofe  love  and 
hatred,  whofe  hope  and  fear,  whofe  joy  and  forrow, 
whofe  good  or  ill  humour,  whofe  ojnnions  2^  re^ 
folves,  whofe  whole  behaviour  in  general  depends 
on  mere  outwards  things ;  almoft  on  every  accident^ 
on  every  company,  on  eVery  flight  alteration  in  the 
body  or  in  the  weather,  fo  as  one  while  to  make 
you  think  thus,  and  at  another  otherwlfe  j  who  arc  ' 
fcldom  in  agreement  with  yourfelves,  fo  feldom  do^ 
that  which  you  had  rdblved  to  do,  and  leave  off  that 
which  you  had  determined  to  forfake?  — Arfe  you 
free,  do  you  mamtain,  by  your  freedom,  the  dignity 
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of  man,  you  who  are  in  bondage  to  vice ; .  who  fufl^ 
youtfelves  to  be  fo  tyrannized  by  fome  bafe  inordi- 
nate paffion,  that  you  fbllow'its  impulfes  with'inv 
plidt  obedience,  comply  with  its  orders  to  do  fuch 
things  as  your  hearts  rife  up  to  condemn,  which 
your  reafon  and  confcience  tell  you  are  unrighteous ' 
and  wrong  ?-^  Are  you  free,  do  you  maintain,  by 
your  freedoni,  the  dignity  of  man,  you  who  difown 
die  rights  of  mankind,  and  their  natural  equality  ; 
who  ohfequioufly  bow  down-  before  greatnefs  and 
^  power,  who  blindly  fubmit  to  their  judgnients,  their 
aftions,  and  their  orders ;  who  tremble  at  evoy 
frown,  at  every  threat,  of  the  mighty ;  who  puiv 
chafe  their  favour  by  cringing  flattery,  by  criminal 
complacency,  and  are  entirely  dependent  on  the 
looks  and  difpofitioni  of  feeble  mortals  ? 

No ;  your  freedom,  diat  noble,  that  ineftimable 
privilege  of  man,  is  by  this,  at  leaft,  much  weakened^ 
if  not  totally  obfcured ;  is  more  natural  temper  and 
difpofition,  than  operative,  aftive  energy.  Ye  are 
flaves,  flaves  to  the  fenfes,  flaves  to  accident,  flaves- 
to  men,  flaves  to  ypurkdls  and  appetit^;  and,  fo 
long  as  you  are  fo,  you  reduce  yoinfelves  to  the 
level  of  the  beafts  of  the  field,  fo  long  is  the  dig-- 
nity  of  man  fcsu-cely  tiiflinguifliable  in  you;  and 
only  now  and  then  a  feeble  ray  of  your  luftre  ap- 
pears through  the  thick  veil  which  covers  it.  Would 
you  have  it  fliine  forth  again  in  all  its  fplendourt 
Oh  1  then  break  the  chains  of  that  bondage  by  which 
fenfuality  hold3  you  captive  j   mdk^  ufe  of  the  re* 
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fiedion  which  the  creator  has  given  you;  learn  la 
a£l  with  thought  and  confideration ;  truft  not  to  the 
firfl  imprcflions  of  things,  to  the  firfl  fuggeftions 
that  ariffi  within  you;  in  all  your  determinations 
confult  experience,  reafon,  and  the  jevealed  will  of 
God  i  hearken  to  the  voice  of  your  confdence  j  and 
aft  pot  againft  your  own  conviftion,  nor  do  contra- 
lily'  to  what  you  muft  ackribwledge  to  be  good  and 
proper.  Endeavour  to  acquire  a  certain  firmnefs 
and  confiftency  in  your  thoughts,  your  inclinations, 
and  adicns;  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  true 
feeedom,  the  completeft  fecurity  againft  all  fervility 
and  bondage,  an  infallible  feature  of  human  dignity. 
If  that  natural  aftivity,  which  is  conftantly  more 
or  lefs  operative  in  m^j  and  can  never  be  entirely 
deftroyed,  be  another  charafteriftic  feature  of  his 
dignity ;  then,  thirdly,  every  diing  niuft  be  contrary 
to  it  which  enervates,  fupprefies,  enthrals,  or  gives 
it  a  perverfe  and  pernicious  direftion.  .And  what 
numberlefs  faults  are  men  guilty  of  "in  this  refpeft-^ 
by  which  they  debafe  tbemfelves,  and  dilhonour 
their  nature!  On  one  hand,  su-e  men  Ivho  fedu* 
loufly  avoid  all  attentive  and  Jeriojae  reflexion,  aH 
exertion  of  their  bodily  or  mental  powers,  all  inquiry 
that  demands  any  trouble,  any  pains,  er  any  deep 
inveftigation  ;  who  fliudder  as  it  were  at  any  labour, 
at  any  intricate  bufinefs,  at  any  confiderable  uncCer* 
taking ;  always  imagining,  themfelyes  to  be  weaker 
than  they  are,  almoft  entirely  neglefUng  to  ufe  their 
faculdes  for  fear  of  exhaufting  th^m  j  from  fear  of 
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the  remoteft  danger  to  their  lives  or  their  health,  of 
giving  up  the  flighted  conveniences,  facrifice  every 
duty  and  every  opportunity  of  doing  good,  and  of 
being  ufefiil  to  the  Community  j  who  are  ever  pant- 
ing after  reft,  and  feek  their  felicity  in  wealth,  or  in 
letting  outward  things  aft  on  them,  and  pleafe  them- 
fdves  in  the  idea  of  them,  without?  wifliing  to  employ 
them  to  ufeful  purpofes,  or  once  confidering  that  it 
is  more  bleffed  to  give  than  to  recdive ;  men,  who 
complain,  and  probably  make  it  a  reproach  to  Pro* 
vidence,  that  man  is  ordained  to  eat  bread  in  Ac 
fweat  of  his  brow ;  that  all  he  has  is  to  be  acquired^ 
purchafed,  earned,  and  extorted  by  painful  induftry  j 
that  he  has  fo  many  obftacles  to  furmount,  fo  many 
difficulties  to  encounter,  fo  many  Ibes  to  contend 
with,  in  his  way  to  j)eaGe  and  happmefs,  that  he  muft 
often  watch  and  think  and  confider  and  provide  fo< 
himfelf  and  for  others.  -—  Some  again  there  are  who 
dired  the  whole  of  their^aftivity  and  powers,  where-* 
tvith  they  might  do  fo  much  good  to  themfelves  and 
to  others,  to  mere  trifles,  and  wafl:e  their  cares  upon 
them  J  ever  bufied,  ever  turmoiling,  and  yet  bring 
nothing  to  eflfeft,  nothing  that  is  worthy  of  them, 
nothing  that  might  be  ufeful  to  fociety,  nothing 
that  can  chear  them  in  th€  hour  of  death,  or  coni«> 
penfate  them  in  the  day  of  judgment ;  men,  who,  as 
if  they 'were  always  children,  trifle,  and  loiter,  and 
fport,  and  throw  away  their  whole  lives,  employed 
barely  in  what  belongs  to  the  ornamenting  of  their 
perfons,  to  making  a  parade  of  their  exterior  attrao- 
VOI-.  If  D       .  tions, 
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tionSj^to  figuring  in  the  fafhionable  circles  of  fociety, 
and  thereby  negled  their  moft  important  concerns. 
-—  Others  there  are,  who  are  very  adive,  but  adive 
in  wickednefs ;  who  bring  much  to  pafs,  but  feldom 
any  good  j  who  fow  peftilential  feed  on  all  fides,  lay 
ilumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  the  fimple,  fpread 
fnares  for  unfufpefking  'integrity,  deftroy  domeftic 
and  focial  harmony,  fan  and  feed  the  fire  of  difcord, 
meddle  with  all  things  and  perplex  them  all ;  who, 
from  a  mifplaced  aftivity,  would  do  every  thing 
themfelves,  and  thereby  prevent  others  firom  doing 
it  better. 

Ye  who  think  and  aft  in  this  manner,  who  fp 
fupprefs  your.propenfity  to  aftion,  or  give  it  fo 
wrong  a  direction,  awake  from  your  flumbers,  be 
afhamed  of  your  floth,  if  you  would  maintain  the 
'dignity  of  your  nature.  At  prefent  your  ^fe  is  no 
.more  than  a  dream ;  you  can  have  no  ration^  joys ; 
you  poflefs  your  eminent  powers  in  vain,  or  you  per- 
vert them  by  mifapplication.  To  live  like  a  man, 
.  means,  to  ufe  our  aflivity,  to  be  confcious  of  our 
afUons,  and  to  do  as  much  good  as  we  can.  To  reft 
like  men,  does  not  mean  to  be  idle,  does  not  imply 
ina^on,  but  to  turn  from  hard  to  lighter  employ- 
ments, and.  to  rejoice  in  the  fuccefs  of  our  endea- 
vours. Would  you  not  vegetate  like  plants,  nor 
exift  like  the  inferior  smimals,  but  live  like  rational 
creatures,  and  enjoy  that  honourable  repofe  which  is 
worthy  of  man ;  then  be  active,  and  augment  your 
induftry,  but  be  adive  and  induftrious  in  virtue ; 
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then  lead  a  bufy  life,  but  be  bufy  in  beneficence  J 
then  ufe  and  improve  your  faculties  till  they  be  in^ 
defetigable,  and  decline  not  the  greateft  exertions 
^en  duty  and  humanity  demand  them  of  you- 

If  the  capacity  of  ever  advancing,  arid  of  evef 
tending  to  greater  excellence,  be  a  fourth  prerogative 
of  m;an,  then  muft  fevery  thing  be  in  oppofition  to 
his  dignity  that  hinders  the  expanfion  of  that  capa- 
city, that  checks  him,  that  puts  him  back,  or  fatigues 
and  difpirits  him  in  his  ftruggles  after  higher  excel- 
lence. And  with  what  numbers  of  people  does  this- 
capacity  remain  nothing  but  capacity !  How  few 
unfold  and  bring  their  powers  into  adion  as  much 
as  they  might  and  ought !  Or,  is  that  to  flxetch 
forwards,  is  that  ever  to  improve  and  perfeaionat6l 
our  faculties,  is  that  properly  to  ufe  them,  when  we 
arc  fo  eafily  fatisfied  with  what  we  know,  what  we 
can,  and  what  we  do ;  when  we  indeed  prefer  the  . 
good  to  the  bad,  but  fo  feldom  the  better  to  the 
good  J  when  we  reckon  ourfelves  fuffieiendy  vdfe  fo 
foon  as  we  in  fome  fort  underftand  the  bufinefs  of' 
our  ftation  or  calling,  and  have  learnt  to  ad  out 
part  with  tolerable  decency  in  focial  life ;  when  we 
kdagine  ourfelves  virtuous  and  pious  enough  fo  long 
as  we  keep  from  open  tranigreflions,  from  flagrant 
and  (hamefril  vice ;  when  we  do  not  laugh  at  reli* 
gion^  while  we  frequent  the  public  worfhip,  and 
maintain  the  charafter  of  an  honeft  irreproachable 
man ;  while  we  confine  our  beneficence  merely  to 
idmfgiving,  to  general  courtefy  and  friendlhip,  but 
Da  are 
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31*6  loth^  to  lacrifice  any  thing,  or  deny  ourfeltes  hx 
the  flighted  inflance  for  others,  from  a  generous  and 
a  beneficent  fpirit  ?  Is  that  to  be  called  (Iretching 
forward,  always  driving  after  perfedion,  duly  ufihg 
our  Acuities,  and  diereby  maintaining  the  glori- 
ous privileges  of  man,  when  we  are  afraid  of  being 
wifor  and  better  than  others,  of  fhewing  our  fi^ri- 
erity  by  a  founder  judgment,  nobler  fendments,  and 
a  purer  virtue  ?  when  we  will  not  venture  to  leave  . 
the  common,  the  beaten  path,  will  not  rife  above 
prevailing  prejudices  and  cuftoms,  from  a  dread  of 
being  charged  with  affedation  and  fingularity,  and 
are  contented  to  regulate  and  fhtme  ourfelves  by 
oth^s,  and  commonly  by  people  of  moderate  talents 
and  fiseble  hearts  ?  Is  that  to  be  termed  ftretching 
forwards,  is  that  to  be  called  always  flriving  after 
perfeftion,  and  properly  putting  our  powers  in  ac- 
tion, when  we  fufFer  every  obflacle  we  meet  with  in 
eur  way  to  perfeftion,  every  unfuccdTsful  attempt, 
every  trip,  every  lofs  of  outward  things,  every  fheer 
of  the  fool,  every  jefl:  of  the  felf-conceited,  to  fcare 
us  from  the  purfuit  of  our  aim,  or  make  us  abandon 
0ur  good  refolves  ? 

No  ;  would  you  likewife  in  this  refped  maintain^ 
the  dignity  of  your  nature  ?  then  allow  neither  your 
floth  nor  the  example  of  others  to  confine  you  by 
an  arbitrary  controul.  Never  think  that  you  are; 
wife  and  virtuous  and  pious  enough,  that  you  have 
already  done  good  enough,  and  have  rendered  ler* 
vice  enough  to  the  world  j   regard  no  height  of 

knowledge. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   DIONITY  OP   MAK*  37 

knowledge,  of  wHilom,  of  virtue  and  piety  a$  abfo- 
lutely  unattainable  j  and  reckon  what  you  already 
know,  already  poffefs,  already  can  do,  and  already 
have  done,  bs  the  leaft  part  in  comparifdn  of  What 
you  ftiH  may  hope  to  know,  to  attempt,  to  attson, 
and  to  perform.  To  be  all  and  to  do  all  that  mail 
h  capable  0/  doing  and  becoming,  and  to  perfomi 
whatever  depends  on  human  ftrength,  let  that  be  th* 
exahed,  the  glorious  aim  of  your  ftedfaft  endeavours ! 
an  ofgeft  to  which  you  will  be  ever  approaching,  bttt 
whkh  you  will  never  completely  attain  ! 

Then,  you  are  immortal.  And  this  ^ewife  gives 
you  a  dignity  which  eminently  raifes  you  above  the 
whole  inanimate  and  tranfitory  creation.  Oh,  be» 
ware  of  every  thing  that  is  at  variance  with  tftii 
your  dignity,  or  may  obfcure  the  luftre  of  it !  O 
mm,  thou  art  immortal,  thou  Ihalt  continue,  thou 
ihak  live,  thou  flialt  be  happy,  for  evar ;  and  doft 
thou  ftill  confine  thy  views  to  the  prefent,  doflTthoil 
cafe  only  for  the  moments  of  this  fhorf  Kfe,  dod 
thou  with  thy^  whole  heart  depend  on  what  is  tranft- 
cnt  and  earthly,  and  feek  thy  whole  feBci^  in  tihkigfe 
which  death  will  fnatch  thee  front,  wM<:h  are  grant- 
ed thee  only  to  ufe  for  fome  few  days  of  hours  I 
Thou  art  immortal ;  thou  fhalt  continue  for  e«r, 
live  for  ever,  be  happy  for  ever ;  and  dc^  thou  ftill 
live  fo,  as  if  thou  wert  altogether  flefli,  altogeAer  t6 
fee  corruption ;  as  if  thou  hadft  nothing  to  hope  fbi^, 
jflid'  nothing  to  fear  beyond  the  grave;  as  if  iio 
judgment  and  no  retribution,  no  reward  arid  no  p«- 

D  3  nifhment. 
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nifliment,  awaited  thee :  as  if  thy  prefent  condu^ 
ftood  in  no  conne£Uon  with  thy  fiiture  lot !  Thou 
art  immortal  j  thou  fhalt  fubfift  for  ever,  live  for 
^ver,  be  happy  for  ever :  and  ftill  doft  thou  fo  littl^ 
for  the  future !  And  ftill  doft  thou  fo  feldom  facri* 
fice  the  deceitful  pleafures  of  the  pref^it  momqnt  to 
the  abiding  blifs  of  heaven !  And  yet  doft  thou  fp 
frequently  complain  of  that  which  educates  and  pre*» 
pares  thee  for  that  fuperior  ftate !  And  yet  does 
every  misfortune  fo  eafily  caft  thee  down !  And  yet 
does  every  Ipfs  of  earthly  things  as  deeply  affefl:  the^ 
as  if  thou  hadft  no  other  and  no  greater  fatisfa£tion$ 
to  exped !  And  ftill  doft  thou  tremble  at  the  ap*. 
]|^ach  of  death,  which  is  to  put  thee  in  pofleffion 
of  fuch  great  felicity  !  And  ftill  doft  thou  fliudder 
and  ftart  at  the  fight  of  the  yawning  grave,  as  if  thou 
9Xkd  all  thy  comforts  were  there  to  be  ;abforbed  and 
annihilated  for  ever ! ,  What  inconfiftency !  What 
felf-degradation !  Doft  tjiou  thus  think  and  aft  con,- 
formably  with  the  dignity  of  an  immortal  being,  exr 
alted  far  above  the  duft  ?  Are  thefe  the  judgments^ 
the  fientim^ts,  the  incliQations,  the  concerns,  th^ 
joys,  the  cares,  the  folliptudes,  befitting  a  man  who 
has  fuch  prdpefts  before  him,  who  Jias  an  eycrlafti^ 
ing  life  in  view  ? 

Ho ;  would  thou  fupport  thy  dignity,  o  man ! 
then  never  forget  that  thou  art  appointed  to  immor^ 
tality.  This  confideration  muft  pftep  ftrike  thee, 
t)oth  in  the  tumult  of  fociety,  and  ip.  the  filence  of 
^litude ;  in  the  midft  of  thy  pleafures,  and  in  the 

midft 
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midft  of  thy  buiinefs,  muft  call  out  to  thee  with  a . 
piercing  voice :  Let  not  thy  heart  be  attached  to 
things  which  thou  muft  certainly  lofe,  which  thou 
probably  muft  leave  fo  foon !  Treat  not  with  indif- 
ference things  that  have  and  will  have  fuch  great  and 
everlafting  influence  on  all  thy  future  fortunes! 
Confine  not  thy  defires,  thy  endeavours,  thy  hopes^ 
to  tranfient  moments,  when  thou  feeft  an  eternity 
brfore  diee  I  Neglefl:  not  for  the  affairs  and"  diftrac- 
tions  of  this  fliort,  imcertain  life  on  earth,  the  far 
more  weighty  concerns  of  thy  fpirit,  which  fhall  live 
for  ever !  Let  the  profpeft  into  futurity  be  the  nile 
of  thy  judgment  on  the  prefent  and  thy  behaviour 
towards  it.  Bear  and  forbear,  as  one  whom  no  for- 
rows  and  fufferings  upon  earth  can  entirely  over- 
whelm, whom  nothing  can  deprive  of  his  high  defti- 
nation.  Give  and  lofe  and  facrifice,  as  one  whofe 
riches  are  inexhauftible,  whofe  happinefs  is  indif- 
trudible !  enjoy  every  pleafure,  every  delight,  as  one 
who  expefts  far  purer  pleafure,  far  noble  joys! 
Conftantly  chufe  and  do  that  which  thou  wilt  never 
rue,  which  will  exhilarate  thee  for  ever !  So  will 
the  nobility,  the  dignity,  the  majefty,  of  an  immor- 
tal being  be  refplendent  in  thee,  in  all  thy  thoughts 
and  in  all  thy  deeds,  in  fuffering  and  in  enjoying, 
and  give  a  value  to  thy  life  which  nothing  elfe  can 
give. 

Wouldft  thou  maintain  thy  dignity,  o  man !  then, 

fixthly,  above  all  beware  of  whatever  is  in  pppofition 

to  the  clofe  and  blefled  relation  in  which  thou  ftandeft 
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towards  God  and  his  fon  Jefu§,  of  all  that  may 
weaken,  obfcure,  or  deftroy  thy  refemblance  to  the 
deity,  thy  refemblance  to  Chrift.  —  Reverence  thy 
fpmt,  by  which  thou  art  not  only  related  to  angels^ 
but  art  the  offspring  gf  God  y  and  beware  of  mifufing 
its  faculties,  for  that  is  to  mifuf^  what  is  moft  glori- 
ous in  thee,  what  brings  thee  into  affinity  with  God* 
Beware  of  every  error,  and  of  every  fin  ;  for  erroy 
^nd  fin  remove  thee  from  God,  and  make  thee  left 
capable  of  communion  with  him.  Beware  of  every 
thing  that  is  contrary  to  the  mind  of  Jefus,  that  pat«» 
tern  of  human  dignity,  that  perfeft  imagq  of.tha 
Father,  Beware  of  hindering  and,  as  fcir  as  in  thee 
lies,  of  fruftrating  ,the  beneficent  views  of  God  tew 
wards  man,  and  the  great  work  of  his  delegate  on 
earth,  by  promoting  infidelity  or  fuperftition,  by  cor- 
rupt e;cample,  by  bafe  and  iniquitous  adions.  Rather 
feek  thy  whole  glory  in  willing  as  God  wills,  in  being 
ib  minded  as  Jefus  ^as,  in  acting  as  thou  feeft  God 
a&,  and  in  walking  as  Jefus  alfo  walked.  So  will 
Ac  fpirit  of  God,  the  fjMrit  of  his  fon  Jefus,  be  vifi- 
ble  in  thee,  and  operate  through  thee.  So  will 
thou  be  in  the  hand  of  Qod  to  thy  brethren,  what 
that  extraordinary  teacher  fent  by  him  formerly  was, 
what  heavenly  meffengers,*  and  what  the  apoftles  of 
our  Lord  were  to  them.  So  wilt  Ihou  render  thy^ 
felf  ever  more  capable  and  worthy  of  being  called, 
in  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  fon,  a  daughter 
of  God ;  the  honour  of  being  a  brother,  a  fifter,  of 
Jefus,  the  firft  bora  of  the  Father,     And  what  a 

luftre 
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luftre  will  this  diffufe-over  all  thou  art  and  all  thou 
doft! 

Laftly,  o  man !  there  is  dignity  and  grandeur  itx 
thy  outward  form  j  oh  then  beware  of  disfiguring 
and  deforming  it  by  any  degrading  fentiments,  any 
unfeemly  grief  and  forrow,  any  violent  inordinate 
paffions.  Let  the  beauty  and  the  nobility  of  thy 
fjHrit  animate  and  enhance  the  beauty  of  thy  jyerfoiu 
Let  thine  eyes  fpeak  neithei*  falfehood  nor  artifice, 
neither  enyy  nor  hatred ;  thy  lips  neither' treachery 
nor  lies ;  but  both  they  and  thefe,  fimple  truth,  and 
fimple  love.  Let  thy  look  be  friendly  to  mankind; 
kt  thy  countenance  be  open ;  and  all  thy  mien  and 
gefture  exprefs  thy  cultivated  underftanding,  thy 
]dnd  and  generous  heart ! 

Art  thou  the  principal,  the  chief  inhabitant  of  the 
earth  ?  Then  rule  and  govern,  o  man !  in  the 
»ame  of  thy  Great  Superior ;  and  if  thou  wouldft 
maintain  the  dignity  of  God's  vicegerent  in  this  pro- 
Tonce  of  his  dominion,  then  rule  and  govern  with 
gentlenefs  an^  wifdom.  Be  not  the  tyrant,  be  the 
guardian,  the  proteftor,  the  leader  of  all  inferior 
creatures  ;  drive  them  not  from  thee,  bu^  approach 
them  with  complacency,  with  compaffion,  with  fuc- 
cour.  Slay  and  deftroy  them  not  without  neceffity; 
and  when  thou  haft  need  of  them,  when  thou  canft 
not  even  fpare  their  lives,  at  leaft  forbear  to  multi- 
ply their  fufferings,  and  to  augment  their  pain; 
torment  them  not,  to  prolong  thy  favage  pleafure, 
pr  to  gratify  thy  faftidious  appetite.     Do  not  defo- 

late 
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late  and  ravage  the  earth,  which  thou  art  to  improve 
and  to  adorn.  Spread  not  death  and  deftruftion,, 
but  life  and  joy  around  thee.  Be  principally  the 
benefeftor  of  thy  brethren,  of  whatever  nation,  of 
whatever  condition  they  may  be.  I)efpife  none ; 
injure  none ;  let  none  feel  thy  power  or  thy  pre- 
eminence, but  as  the  tokens  of  thy  benficence  and 
love ;  lay  not  the  fliackles  of  bondage  on  any,  for 
all  have  the  fame  pretenfions  to  freedom  as  diou  ; 
difturb  none  in  their  innocent  pleafures ;  refufe  to 
none  that  help  which  thou  art  able  to  afford }  hin- 
der no  man  in  his  end^vours  aft^r  perfedion  ;  and 
let  the  pofleflions,  the  wealth,  the  liberty,  the  privi- 
leges, the  comforts  of  every  pian,  be  facred  to  thee ! 
Art  thou  the  prieft  of  nature ;  and  wouldft  thou 
maintain  this  dignity ;  then  be  not  indifferent,  be 
not  infenfible  to  the  wonders  of  almighty  wifdom 
and  goodn^s  which  furround  thee  on  all  fides. 
Hearken  to  the  voice  of  nature,  take  up  her  fong  of 
praife ;  participate  iq,  tji^  joy  pf  every  living  thing, 
and  let  Ay  he^rt  feel  and  thy  tongue  exprefs  what 
inferior  beings  can  ndther  exprefs  nor  feel,  and  offer 
up  thankfgiving  and  praife,  in  the  name  of  all,  to 
him  who  made  both  thee  and  them,  who  hath  ex- 
alted thee  fo  highly  above  them,  and  to  whom  alon^ 
all  glory  and  praife 'are  due  for  ever, 
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SERMON    m. 

How  and  by  what  Means  Chri/iianity  rejlores;  the 
lUgntty  of  Man* 


r\  Cod  !  who  loveft  and  provideft  for  us  with 
fatherly  kindnefs,  unhappy  indeed  fhould  we 
be  if  we  knew  thee  not,  if  we  were  not  under  thy 
inlpedion,  if  wg  might  not  truft  in  thy  fatherly  pro- 
vidence and  fupportj  if  we  were  left  to  ourfelves,  to 
t)ur  ignorance  and  our  imbecility  !  How  foon 
jQiould  we  then  forfeit  our  dignity !  how  deeply  de- 
grade ourfelves.by  folly  and  fins !  in  what  a  helplefs 
and  forlpm  i:ondition  Ihould  we  be !  But  thou, 
who  haft  created  ^s,  and  haft  crowned  us  with  glory 
and  honour,  thou  provideft  alfo  for  our  prefervation, 
and  for  the  pref^vation  of  the  prerogatives  which 
thou  haft  gracioufly  conferred  upon  us.  What  great 
things  haft  thou  not  done  for  us  in  this  refpeft,  par- 
ticularly for  us  who  have  the  happinefs  to  be  chrif- 

tians! 
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dans !  What  light  furrounds  us !  What  a  glorious 
^  couife  is  affigned  us !  What  J)rofpeas  are  opened 
to  us  I  What  new  incitements  and  energies  haft 
thou  not  granted  us  to  the  maintenance  of  our'dig- 
nity !  What  can  we  not  now  be  and  do  and  be- 
come, fince  we  know  thee  as  our  God  and  father, 
imderftand  thy  gracious  difpofitions  towards  us, 
ftstnd  under  thy  infpe£lion,  feel  thy  intimate  pre- 
sence, are  affured  of  thy  affiftance  and  fupport,  are 
siuthentically  certified  of  a  better,  an  everlafting  life, 
and  are  brought  fo  nigh  to  thee  through  thy  fon 
Jefus  !  Of  what  virtue,  of  what  blifs  are  we  now 
not  capable !  Yes ;  thanks,  everlafting  thanks  be 
therefore  given  unto  thee,  all-gracious  and  all-mer- 
ciful,  for  having  called  us  to  chriftianity,  and  thereby 
taifed  us  from  the  abyfs  of  weaknefs  and  mifery  to 
ibk  height  of  intellefhial  vigour  and  felicity!  O 
may  we  then  ever  become  mw^re  worthy  of  our  pri* 
•vikges,  may  the  dignity  of  man  be  ever  more  re- 
^lendent  in  us !  O  let  us  never  forget,  how  m^h 
lliou  haft  done  in  us,  of  how  great  things  thou  haft 
made  us  capable,  never  be  fo  ungrateful  towards 
thee,  never  fo  inimical  towards  ourfclves  as  to  flop 
fliort  at  the  lower^  degrees  t>f  wifdom  and  of  wtue, 
with  the  moft  powerful  means  and  incitenients  to 
fiiperior  excellence !  No ;  let  us  be  enflatmcd  by  a 
noble  ambition,  let  the  fentimelit  of  our  dignity,  re* 
ftored  through  Chrift,  ever  become  more  lively, 
ever  more  fruitful  in  good  fentiments  and  aflions,' 
in  us  and  by  us !  Kefs  the  meditations  that  are  in- 
tended 
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tended  now  to  incite  and  encourage  us  thereto,  and 
hearken  to  our  prayer  through  Jcfus  Chriftj  in 
wrhofename,.&c. 


PSALM  viH..  &. 

Thou  haft  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and  haft 
crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour. 

r^ERTTAIN  as  it  is,  that  man  poffeffes  a  great  in* 
trinfic  dignity,  iind  that  the  attentive  obferv^ 
cannot  fail  of  perceiving  it :  yet  it  is  no  lefs  certain, 
that  error  and  vice,  fuperftition  and  flavery,  have 
greatly  obfcured  its  luftre  -,  and  that  there  have  been 
times  when  the  prerogatives  and  the  nobility  of  man, 
whm  his  relationfliip  to  God,  and  his  deftination  to 
I  higher  perfe£tion,  were  fcarcely  difcemible.  Into 
what  a  ftate  of  weaknefs,  ef  debility,  of  degradation, 
have  not  many  nations  formerly  been,  and  are  ftill 
funk !  And  how  much  deeper  yet  would  not  inan- 
kind  have  fallen  from  that  dignity,  if  God  had  left 
them  to  themfelves  ;  if  he  had  put  no  check  to  their 
progreiEvely  increafing  corruption  and  mifery !  But 
how  much  has  riot  God  done  in  this  refpeft  for 
mankind,  in  every  age,  and  in  every  nation  J  How 
often  has  he  raifed  up,  from  among  them,  fouls  of  si 
*  finer  and  a  nobler  fentiment,  fpirits  of  deeper  per- 
^  '  ceptions. 
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ceptions,  of  more  eminent  abilities,  and  more  c^tett* 
five  operation ;  who  have  been  ftiining  lights  in  theii' 
generation,  for  infpiring  new  life,  frefli  a£Hvity  to 
goodnefs,  into  multitudes  that  were  in  a  dying  ftate^ 
and  for  reaching  out  a  hand  to  fenfual  men,  for  lift^ 
ing  them  above  their  fenfuality^  and  coming  nearer" 
to  their  high  vocation !  How  much  has  not  God 
in  paiticular  done  by  his  fon  Jefus,  for  the  reftora-^ 
tion  of  the  human  dignity  !  Was  not  this  the  ulti-- 
mate  aim  of  the  whole  of  his  great  work  on  earth  ? 
How  much  has  not  God  honoured  and  exalted  man 
by  his  intimate  relationfliip  and  connexion  with  his 
fon,  the  firft-bom  among  all  creatures  !  And  what . 
noble  fentiments  does  not  chriftianity  infpire  into  its 
genuine  profeffors  1  how  much  does  it  not  extend 
the  circle  of  their  view,  and  the  fphere  of  their  ac-* 
tion !  of  what  great  atchieVements  does  it  not  ren-* 
der  thefti  capable,  and  bow  does  it  not  ennoble  all 
that  they  think  and  do  !  Certainly,  a  chriftian,  wh<J 
is  fo  in  deed  and  in  truth,  is  he  of  all  men  in  whont 
the  dignity  of  man  is  manifefted  in  its  brighteft  luft 
tre,  in  its  inoft  various  and  moft  noble  effects !  O 
my  pious  hearers !  could  I  but  cite  you  all,,  who 
bear  the  name  of  chriftians,  as  a  proof  of  it  j  how' 
Xuperfluous  then  would  all  other  demonftration  be  I 
Grateful  joy  at  our  reftored  dignity^  and  mutual  en^ 
couragement  to  prefcrve  it,  would  then  be  our  fole 
employment.  But  we  muft  now  proceed  to  fet  the 
truth  of  what  we  affimi  concerning  the  pre*eminent 
dignity  of  the  chriftian,  ux  its  true  point  of  view^  by 
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Other  arguments  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
itfelf.  And  this  fhall  be  the  fubjeft  and  aim  of  my 
prefent  difcourfe.  I  will  endeavour  to  anfwer  the 
queftion :  How,  and  by  what  means,  has  chriftianity 
rekindled  in  man  the  fentiment of  his  dignity,  ftrength* 
cned  and  eafed  him  in  the  maintenance  of  it  ? 

Chriftianity  places  our  relation  towards  God  fal 
the  fuUeft  light ;  it  teaches  us,  how  great  aui  interelt 
God  takes  in  the  deftinies  of  man,  and  how  mudi 
he  has  done,  and  ftill  does  for  him ;  it  informs  us  of 
the  providence  and  the  government  of  God,  of  his 
conftant  prefence  every  where ;  of  hi«  fovereign  in-- 
fpeflion  over  all  things ;  of  his  influence  upon  all 
things ;  and  promifes  us  his  particular  affiftance  as 
often  as  we  (land  in  need  of  it ;  it  fets  confpicuoufly 
before  us  the  dignity,  of  man  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus, 
in  his  condud,  and  his  fortunes ;  and  thereby  points 
out  to  us  what  the  nature  of  man  is  capable  of;  and 
to  what  degree  of  perfection  it  is  able  to  arrive ;  it  an- 
nounces to  us  immortality,  everlafting  life,  a  never- 
ending,  an  always  increaling  felicity ;  it  acqusdnts  us 
with  the  intimate  connexion  of  our  prefent  with  our  fu- 
ture ftate :  ■  and  by  all  thefe  means  chriftianity  promotes 
the  fentiment  and  the  reftoration  of  the  dignity  of  man. 

Firft,  I  fay,  chriftianity  places  our  relation  towards 
God  in  the  cleareft  light ;  thus  caufing  man  to  feel 
his  dignity,  and  enabling  him  to. maintain  it.  Is 
man  to  imagine  himfelf  the  work  of  blind  chance, 
PT  a  fon  of  the  earth  in  the  ftrifteft  fenfe  of  the  word  j 
^nay  he  boaft  of  no  other  origin  than  that  of  the 

plants 
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plants }  is  he  fprung,  like  the  infefts,  from  foulneft 
and  corruption  ?  Could  he  not  elevate  his  mind 
ifito  the  belief  and  contemplation  of  a  fovereign 
deity ;  or  were  not  this  deity  known  to  him  as  the 
creator  of  the  world,  as  the  father  of  msmkind  :  of 
how  little  value  would  his  exiflence  and  his  nature 
be  in  his  own  fight !  What .  is  more  inflgnificant 
than  a  fport  of  chance,  which  deftroys  to-morrow  what 
it  produced  to-day,  which  never  afts  by  defign  and 
rule,  and  is  perpetually  at  variance  with  itfelf !  What 
is  more  worthlefs  and  uncertain,  than  the  exiftencc 
of  a  heap  of  duft  in  this  or  the  other  form ;  which, 
being  nothing  but  duft,  muft  fooner  ot  later  be 
•v^hoUy  decompofed,  and  fall  for  ever  into  duft  I 
And  were  not  thefe  the  degrading  conceptions  form* 
ed  by  numbers  of  the  wife  and  the  unwife  among 
the  heathens,  concerning  man  and  his  origin  ? — ^How 
totally  different  is  not  the  inftruction  which  ^hriftia- 
nity  gives  us  on  -it !  It  proclaims  aloud  to  each  of 
its  profeffors :  God,  the  only,  the  eternal,  the  fu- 
'premely  perfeft,  is  thy  creator  and  father,  as  well  a^ 
the  creator  of  all  worlds,  of  all  the  hofts  of  heaven, 
and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth !  Neither 
chance  nor  fate :  no ;  fupremie  wifdom  and  good^ 
nefs  called  thee  into  being,  gave  thee  life  and  breathy 
and  all  things.  Thou  art  no  earth-born  creature : 
thou,  art  the  fon,  the  daughter  of  God,  of  the  moft 
high  :  thou  art  of  divine  defcent,  formed  after  th« 
image  of  God,  capable  of  communion,  and  of  an- 
cver'greater  fimilitude  with  him  i  Thou  art  not  aL 
jf  together 
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together  duft,  only  thy  prefent  tabernacle  is  duft } 
the  fpirit  that  inhabits  it  is  exalted  far  above  the 
duft ;  is  ordained  to  important,  to  grand  defigns } 
and  depends  not  more  on  chance  for  its  duration 
than  its  production,  but  upon  the  will  of  him  who 
loves  thee  as  a  father,  and  affuredly  will  not  deflroy 
the  work  of  his  hands !  And  the  God  who  has 
formed  thee  is  likewife  thy  preferv'er,  thy  fovereign, 
thy  infpedor,  thy  judge,  and  heieafter  will  be  thy 
rewarder.  If  man  then  ftand  in  fuch  regard  towards 
God ;  if  he  be  fo  intimately  connefted  with  the  be- 
ing fupremely  perfed,  with  the  creator  and  ruler  of 
the  world }  if  be  be  his  child^  his  peculiarly  beloved 
siid  favoured  child,  what  a  value  ihould  not  this  give 
him  in  his  own  eyes !  how  far  exalt  his  nature  above 
all  inferior  fpecies  of  creatures !  What  a  fentiment 
excite  in  him  of  his  dignity !  How  could  he  boaft 
of  his  defcent  from  God,  and  of  his  fellowfhip  with 
him,  were  he  to  degrade  himfelf  by  unworthy  fenti- 
ments  and  adions  ?  How  can  he  affert  the  honour 
of  being  formed  after  the  image  of  God,  if  he  ha 
not  adorned  with  wifdom  and  virtue  ?  How  recoi- 
led his  conneftion  with  God,  the  pure  eternal  fount 
of  light,  and  yet  walk  in  darknefs  ?  , 

Chriftiamty  teaches  us  farther,  how  great  an  intereft 
God  takes  itt  the  concerns  of  man,  and  how  mufch 
he  has  done  and  ftill  does  for  him ;  and  what  a  grand 
idea  fhould  not  this  give  us  of  our  dignity !  how  for- 
cibly ihould  it  not  urge  us  to  the  maintenance  of  it ! 
According  to  the  dqftrine  of  chriftianity ,  we  are  not 

VOL.  I.  E  ,  the 
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the  creatures  of  a  God  who  takes  no  care  of  his  crea- 
tures, and  leaves  them  to  themfelves ;  not  the  chiU 
dren  of  a  father  who  difowns  his  children,  whoxloes 
not  concern  himfelf  about  them,  and  is  indifferent  to 
their  happinefs  and  their  mifery.  Nq  ;  never  has 
God,  according  to  that  comfortable  doftrine,  left 
himfelf  unwitneffed  to  man ;  never  withdrawn  froiH 
him  his  fatherly  providence  and  love ;  nwer  aban- 
doned the  fortunes  of  his  feeble,  helplefs,  untutored 
children,  to  blind  chance,  or  to  their  own  ignorance, 
JiTo ;  from  their  firft  progenitor,  to  his  lateft  pofte- 
rity,  has  he,  he  himfelf,  provided  for  their  fuppbrt, 
their  inftrudtion,  their  guidance,  their  education,  their 
progrcfs  to  higher  attainments.  He  has  conftantly 
tevejded  himfelf  to  them  in  various  ways ;  conftant- 
ly Ihed  innumerable  benefits  on  them ;  fometimes 
lovingly  correding,  and  fometimes  bountifully  bleff- 
ing  them ;  has  conftantly  been  nigh  to  them,  and 
has  left  them  in  want  of  no  means  for  becoming 
wifer  and  better.  When  has  he  withheld  his  fruai- 
fying  influence  from  nature  ?  when  denied  his  fupe- 
rior  energies  to  the  human  fpirit  ?  when  withdrawn 
from  it  the  incitements,  the  ftrongeft  incitemcaits  to 
its  developement  and  proficiency  ?  When  has  fuch 
darknefs  covered  the  earth,  or  even  any  region  of  it, 
as  not  one  ray  of  light  has  broken  in  upon  and  clear- 
ed? When  did  fuch  univerfal  corruption  prevail 
upon  it  that  nothing  happened  to  check  or  to  con- 
troul  it  ?  How  often  as  he  not  fent  wife  and  good 
men  as  his  delegates  to  their  brethren !    How  fre«» 

quently 
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qiiently  has  his  providence,  by  various  ways,  united 
brighter  regions  with  thofe  that  lay  in  darknefs, 
mixed  enlightened  perfons  among  the  raw  untutored 
people,  and  riie  befl  with  the  worft  of  men !  How ' 
fiill  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  were  tiot  his  dealings 
^with  the  pofterity  of  Jacob,  the*  education  h^  gave 
tiiem,  and  through  them  to  fo  many  other  nations ! 
And  how  much,  how  inexpreflibly  much,  has  he 
not  done  at  length  for  man  by  his  fon  Jefus !  What 
a  teacher  of  truth,  what,  a  fafe  and  fure  guide  in  the 
way  of  virtue  and  happinefs,  what  a  mighty  helper' 
and  deliverer  j  what  an  aflfeftionate  lord  and  king 
has  he  not  given  them  in  him !  What  revelations 
of  his  will,  what  affurances  and  proofs  of  his  favour* 
and  love,  what  promifes  and  views  of  futurity,  what 
comfort,  what  new  powers  has  he  not  fent  down  to 
them  from  heaven  by  this  his  reprefentative  !•:— And 
ihaU  man,  for  whom  God  cares  and  provides  fo 
much ;  fhall  man,  for  whom  he  has  done  and  ftill 
does  fo  great  things ;  fliall  man,  for  whofe  fake  God 
fpared  not  even  his  fon,  the  only  begotten,  for  whom 
he  gave  his  fon,  the  beloved,  to  fuflfer  death :  fliall 
this  man  be  a  contemptible,  an  infignificant  crea* 
ture  ?  not  be  of  «great  worth ;  not  have  a  pre-emi* 
nent  dignity ;  not  feel  thia  dignity }  not  be  happy  in 
the.  fentiment  of  it  whenever  he  meditates  thereon  j 
when  he  confiders  how  much  he  is  eftcemed  of  God, 
how  gracioufly  God  is  difpofed  towards  him,  and 
with  what  paternal  tendetnefs  he  cares  for  him? 
'Caufe  and  cScSi,  means  and  end,  are  in  the  clofeft 
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connexion  with  the  Allwife ;  and  that  on  which  he 
vouchfafes  fuch  peculiar  infpeftion  and  providence 
muft  certainly  be,  either  in  itfelf  and  its  nature,  or 
in  its  deftination,  grand  and  impoitant. 

Yet  more :  chriftianity  places,  thirdly,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  divine  providence  and  government  ia 
the  cleareft  light;  it  proclaims  to  us  the  conflant 
J)refence  of  God  with  all  things,  his  fupreme  infpec- 
tion  over  all,  his  influence  in  all,  and  promifes  us  his 
particular  afEftance  as  often  as  we  have  otcafion  for 
it.  And  how  much  miift  this  too  caufe  a  man  to 
feel  his  dignity !  how  forcibly  fhould  it  urge  him  to 
the  maintenance  of  it !  By  this  dodrine,  all  that  a 
man  does  and  all  that  befalls  him,  every  thing  that 
happens  in  the  world,  wears  another  afped,  and  be- 
comes of  more  importance  than  it  otherwife  would. 
Thefe  doftrines  fpread  the  cleareft  light  on  every 
thing  that  otherwife  would  be  myfterious  in  the  ftate 
and  fortunes  of  man,  or  muft  lower  him  in  his  own 
eyes.  To  be  left  to  himfelf,  without  the  fuperintend- 
ance  of  a  fupreme  ruler,  without  the  conduft  and 
guidance  of  an  almighty  and  beneficent  father ; 
placed  upon  fo  changeable  and  fo  perplexed  a  fcene  j 
fubjeft  to  fo  many  dangers ;  expofed  to  all  the  fickle- 
nefs  of  chance,  every  attack  of  artifice  and  iniquity  j 
without  refuge  in  adverfity,  without  afliftance  in  pe- 
rils ;  how  weak,  how  miferable,  how  contemptible, 
would  not  man  appear  to  himfelf !  how  often  would 
he  be  tempted  to  envy  the  condition  of  the  beafts  of 
the  field!  But  now,  enlightened  by  the  light  of 
it  chriftianity, 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


RESTORED  BY   CHRISTIANITY.  53 

chrilKanity,  how  may  not  his  fpirit  exult !  With 
what  ferenity,  what  courage,  what  confidence,  muft 
he  not  now  be  infpired  !  What  defign,  what  con- 
fiftency,  what  order,  do  not  now  appear  where  all 
before  feemed  confufion,  contradiftion,  and  open 
ftrife !  ITie  chriftian  may  now  hold  this  language 
to  himfelf :  God,  the  omnifcient,  the  all-bountiful, 
who  rules  iny  lot,  the  lot  of  all  mankind  and  of  all 
worlds :  he  comprehends  ail,  overfees  all,  direfts  and 
conduSs  all,  the  fmall  as  well  as  the  great,  the  evil 
as  well  as  the  good ;  in  his  hand  are  all  animate  and 
inanimate  creatures,  all  Caufes  and  powers,  and  with- 
out his  will  no  atom  can  change  its  place,  no  hair 
fell  oflF  from  my  head,  no  man  do  me  harm,  no  lofs, 
no  misfortune  attend  me ;  and  all  that  he  wills  and 
ordains,  is  right  and, good,  is  conftantly  the  beft. 
He  fees  in  the  cleareft  light,  where  profound  dark- 
nefs  encompaffes  me ;  he  provides  for  me  where  I 
can  find  nothing  to  procure ;  and  makes  that  to  be 
the  means  to  my  perfeflion  and  happinefs,  which  I 
thought  calamity  and  diftrefs.  He,  the  almighty, 
the  all-bountiful,  is  conftantly  nigh  to  me  with  his 
help,  is  acquainted  with  all  my  wants,  hears  all  my 
fighs,  manifefts  his  ftrength  in  my  weaknefs,  guides 
and  condufts  me  by  his  ipirit,  executes  his  decrees 
on  earth  by  me,  and  is  ever  ready  to  do  more  in  us 
and  by  us  than  we  are  able  to  alk  or  underftand. 
He,  the  omnifcient,  the  omniprefent,  is  every  where 
with  me  and  about  me.  He  knows  my  heart,  is  the 
infallible  witnefs  of  all  I  think  and  do,  he  fees  in  fe- 
E  3  '  cret. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


54  *rHE    DIGNITY   OF    MAN 

er^t,  and  will  reward  that  openly  which  was  done  in 
private.  His  judgment  is  pure  righteoufnefs  and 
truth,  his  approbation  is  ever  firm  to  the  fmcfire,  and 
his  approbation  is  of  infinitely  more  value  than  all 
the  applaufe  of  the  world,  than  all  the  poffeflions  and 
all  the  glories  of  the  earth. — And  man,  who  believes 
fuch  a  providence,  who  thus  walkS  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  God,  who  thus  afts  in  his-prefence,  who  may 
efteem  himfelf  an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God,  a. 
means  to  th^  attainment  of  his  defigns  :  how  grand 
I  muft  not  his  deftination,  how  important  muft  not  the 
work  he  is  commiffioned  to  tranfaft  on  earth  appear 
to  him !  ^  How  ftrong  muft*  he  not  feel  himfelf  in 
the  affurance  of  divine  fupport !  What  good  aftions 
will  he  not  find  power  and  refolution  in  himfelf  to 
do  imder  the  .eyes  of  his  father  and  judge!  How 
generoufly,  how  greatly  will  he  not  think  and  aflt 
even  in  the  abfence  of  all  human  witnefTes,  when 
deftitute  of  all  human  approbation,  and  even  amidft 
the  ingratitude  of  the  world !  How  undifmayed, 
with  what  ferenity  will  he  hot  behold  thfe  revolutions 
and  fubverfions  that  may  happen  in  the  world*  and 
among  mankind !  how  tranquil  and  confident  will 
he  lift  up  his  eyes  on  high  in  reverence  to  God,  as 
the  kind  and  wife  ruler  and  father  pf  him  and  the 
whole  creation !  .  / 

Chriftianity  difplays  clearly  to  us,  in  the  fourth 
place,  the  dignity  of  man  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus,  its 
reftorer  and  chief,  in  his  condufl  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  life,  and  teaches  us  therein,  in  a 

no 
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no  lefs  comprehenfible  than  incontrovertible  man- 
ner, what  human  nature  is  capable  of,  and  to  what 
height  of  perfe£tion  it  may  afcend.     Yes,  my  pious 
brethren,  in  Jefus^  who  is  our  relation,  our  brothei*, 
whofe  life  is  fo  indiffohibly  connefted  with  our  lives;, 
whofe  fortunes  fo  infeparably  united  to  our3,  in  him 
our  dignity  appears  in  all  its  purity,  in  its  perfeft 
fplendour.     What  wifdom,  what  virtue,  what  piety, 
did  he  not  difplay !     What  love  towards  God  and 
man  did  not  animate  him !     What  did  he  not  per* 
form !   and  how  pure,  how  beneficent  were  all  his 
views  in  whatever  he  did !      What  did  he  not  en- 
dure ;  and  how  willingly,  how  ftedfeftly,  how  pious- 
ly, did  h^  exercife  his  patience !     What  condefcen- 
fioiis,  what  facrifices,  what  uninterrupted  obedience 
t(f  his  heavenly  father,  what  indefatigable  zeal  in  be- 
neficence, what  unabated  progrefs  towards  the  end 
of  his  high  calling,  did  he  not  teftily  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  life  on  earth !     What  tempta* 
tions  were  ever  able  to  conquer  him,  what  wrongs 
could  irritate  him,  what  dangers  alarm  him,  what 
difficulty  difcourage,  or  what  fufferings  make  him 
impatient !     And  to  what  a  pitch  of  power,  of  ho- 
nour, of  glory,  by  all  this  did  he  not  attain !     How 
great,  how  immenfely  great,  is  not  now  his  fphere 
of  aftion  !   how  illufl:rious  is  humanity  now  exalted 
to  the  righf  hand  of  the  father!   how  fhould  not 
now,  and  how  fhould  not  hereafter,  every  knee  fub- 
miflively%  bow  to  him  our  chief,  and  every  tongue 
confefs  that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa- 

E  4  ther ! 
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ther!  Acknowledge,  here,  o  man,  the  dignity  of 
thy  nature  !  Here  feel  what  thou,  as  man,  mayeft 
do,  what  thou  mayeft  endure,  wh?it  thou  mayeft 
withftand ;  to  what  a  height  thou  haft  power  and 
capacity  to  raife  thyfelf,  as  man !  Feel  the  whole 
'  value  of  the  privilege  whereby  God  has  honoured 
man,  in  the  perfon  of  his  chief  and  reftorer  !  That 
Jefus,  who  is  now  exalted  far  above  all,  who  fo  wide- 
ly rules  and  afts,  is  flefli  of  J:hy  flefti,  is  thy  brother, 
was  a  man  like  thee,  was  tempted  as  thou  art,  v/as 
acquainted  with  grief  like  thee,  and  entered  into 
glory  through  obedience  and  fufferings !  What  ex- 
ercifes  and  trials  can  now  affright  thee,  what  con- 
oids difmay  thee,  what  facrifice  coft  thee  too  much, 
what  difficulties  flop  thee  in  thy  courfe,  what  pitch 
of  wifdom  and  virtue,  what  degree  of  felicity,  caii 
now  feem  unattainable  to  thee  !  Look  at  him,  thy 
leader  and  chief,  tread  in  his  footfteps,  and  ftrive  to 
emulate  him ;  through  him  thou  mayeft  do  all 
thftigSj  with  him  rife  fuperior  to  all,  with  him  pre^ 
vail  and  triumph,  and  hereafter  behold  and  enjoy  the 
glory  which  the  Father  has  beftowed  on  him,  and  in 
him  on  all  mankind  w|io  ^flfert  the  dignity  of  their 
nature! 

Laftly,  chriftianity  ha3  revived  in  man  the  fenti,- 
ment  of  his  dignity,  and^  given  hijtn  the  moft  powers 
fill  incitements  to  maintain  jt,  by  the  grand  dodrine 
of  immortality  and  everlafting  life,  which  it  places 
in  the  moft  confpicuous  Jight,  and  has  connefted  in 
the  clofeft  manner  with  what  we  are  and  do,  and  all 

that 
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that  happens  to  us.  Though  man  pofleffed  ever  fo 
great  privileges  over  the  beafts  of  the  field ;  though 
he  felt  in  himfelf  ever  fo  great  powers  and  faculties 
for  the  nobleft  undertakings  ;  though  he  could  bring 
ever  fo  much  to  pafs,  and  execute  fg  much  good ;  how 
little  would  all  this  appear  to  him,  if  thefe  privileges, 
thefe  powers,  thefe  faculties,  this  noble  aftivity,  were 
to  be  loft  to  hi|a  in  a  few  extremely  uncertain,  quick-, 
ly-fleeting  years,  if  he  were  to  be  deprived  of  them 
all  f^r  ever  by  death ;  had  he  no  fruit  to  expeft  from 
all  he  has  here  learnt  and  done  and  fuffered  and 
facrificed  and  praflifed !  How  little  nourifliment 
for  his  nobler  fentiments,  how  little  incitement  to 
great  and'  generous  aftions,  to  hard  but  beneficial 
undertakings,  what  p6or  encouragemenj:  to  unremit- 
ted endeavours  after  higher  perfedion,  would  man 
find  in  his  prefent  fituation,  if  death  were  the  period 
of  his  exiftence,  if  the  grave  and  corruption  were  the 
term  of  all  his  hopes  and  exertions !  How  foolifh 
would  not  the  generality  of  his  facrifices  to  integrity 
and  virtue  appear !  and  how  wife  the  faying  of  the" 
fool :  ''  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die!** 
'—  —  But  now,  enlightened  by  the  bright  beams 
of  the  gofpel,  animated  by  the  hope  of  a  bleffed  im- 
mortality, how  totally  different  is  the  cafe  with  man ! 
What  a  fentiment  of  his  dignity,  of  his  grandeur,  of 
his  future  exaltation,  muft  it  not  awaken  in  him, 
when  he  can  fay  to  himfelf,  I  live,  I  think,  I  labour, 
I  endure,  I  fuffer,  I  exercife  myfelf  for  eternity !  My 
prefent  ftate  is  only  a  prelude  to  the  future !  my  fu- 
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tare  ftate,  the  continuation  and  reward  of  the  pre- 
fent !     Whatever  I  do  here  draws  confequences,  iii> 
terminating  confequences,  after  it.     The  worthy  and 
generous  actions  that  I  now  perform  will  ftill  rejoice 
and  blefs  me,  after  thoufands  and  millions  of  yearsw 
The  light  which  I  here  fpread  around  me  will  en- 
lighten me  and  my  brethren  beyond  the  grave  ;  the 
good  of  every  kind/  I  here  effeft  in  others  and  by 
their  means,  will  proceed  in  operation  from  everlaft- 
ing  to  everlafting,  and  be  ever  producing  more  good 
in  infinite  progreflion ;    aftd  all  that  here  befalls  me 
has  an  influence  on  my  future  deflination  for  ever* 
What  now  opprefles  me,  and  what  the  world  calls 
misfortune  and  diftrefs,  may  be  to  me  the  inexhauft- 
ible  fource  of  pleafure  and  blifs  in  future^     The  vio- 
lence I  now  do  to  myfelf,  the  hardfhips,  the  forrows 
I  now  endure  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  my  fellow- 
creatures,  work  together  for  my  everlafting  good. 
What  can  I  voluntarily  furrender  for  the  fake  of 
God  and  my  confcience,  which  I  ftiall  not  receive  an 
hundred  fold ;    what  give  to  my  brethren,  from  a 
truly  chriflian  heart,  that  I  fhall  not  hereafter  receive 
again  with  ufury ;    what  lacrifice  to  *my  duty,  th^ 
vdll  not  be- amply  repaid?    Nay,  the  more  I  here 
beftow,  the  more  fhall  I  there  receive,  and  the  more 
I  fhall  h^ve  to  beftow  again.      The  farther  I  here 
proceed  in  knowledge,  in  wifdom  and  in  virtue,  the 
fafter  then  fhall  I  advance  from  one  decree  of  perfec- 
tion and  happinefs  to  another ;  the  nearer  fhall  I  ap- 
proach to  Jefus  my  chieftain  and  lord,  and,  through 

him, 
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him,  to  God  fupreme.      Here  I  learn  to  be  and  to  • 
do  and  to  enjoy,  "what  in  that  fuperior  life  I  fhall 
more  perfeftly  be  and  do  and  enjoy.     Here  is  the 
time  for  fowing,  for  planting,  for  working^  for  con- 
6i6Ung ;  there  the  time  of  harveft,  of  enjoyment,  of 
repofe,  of  triumpfi !     No ;  my  exiftence  is  not  con- 
fined to  this  fleeting  moment :    it  will  continue  for 
ever !     My  aftivity  is  not  bounded  by  the  narrow 
circle  in  which  I  now  live  and  move :  it  will  be  ever 
enlarging,  ever  .becoming  more  ex|enfive  and  diver- 
fified.     My  intelleftual  powers  are  not  fubjed  to  dif- 
folution  and  decay  like  duft :  they  fhall  continue  in 
operation  and  efieft  for  ever ;  and  the  more  I  exert 
them  here,  the  better  I  employ  them,  the  more  I  ef- 
fecl  by  them,  fo  much  better  fhall  I  ufe  them  in  the 
future  world,  fo  much  the  mt>re  fhall  I  there  effdCt 
by  them.     I  fee  before  me  an  inceffant  enlargement 
of  my  fphere  of  fight  and  aftion,  an  inceffant  increafe 
in 'knowledge,  in  virtue,  in  aftivity,  in  blifs.    'The 
whole  immenfity  of  God's  creation,  the  whole  un- 
numbered,  hoft  of  intelligent,  thinking  beings,  all 
the  hidden  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  imfathomable  depths  of  divine  per- 
fedion :  what  noble  employments,  what  difplays  of 
my  powers,  what  ,pure  joys^  what  everlafling  pro* 
grefs,  do  not  thefe  afford' to  my  expectations !     And, 
with  fuch  profpefts,  with  fuch  expectations,  mufl  I 
not  feel  myfelf  great,  not  feel  myfelf  happy  ?    can  I 
fail  of  feeing  my  relatiorifhip  with  fuperior  beings, 
mv  fellovdhip  with  Chrift,  my  communion  mth 

Godf 
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God  ?  With  fuch  profpefts,  with  fuch  expeftations, 
ffiall  I  degrade  myfelf  by  folly  and  fin,  by  folly  and 
fin  leave  my  high  deftination !  With  fuch  profpefts, 
•with  fuch  expedations,  fhall  I  ever  be  difcouraged 
and  w6ary  in  doing  afts  of  juftice  and  mercy,  fhall 
I  ever  lofe  fight  of  the  glorious  mark  that  fhines  be- 
fore me,  or  fhun  any  honourable  exertion  of  my  fa- 
culties, complain  of  any  facrifice  that  I  offer  to  God 
and  my  confcience,  let  any  opportunity  efcape  me  of 
fowing  good  feed*,  and  of  increafing  the  abundance 
of  my  future  harveft !  With  fuch  profpeds,.  with 
fuch  expeftations,  fhall  1  be  terrified  at  any  misfor- 
tune, or  tremble  at  the  fight  of  death  and  the  grave ! 
Can  then  misfortune,  or  death,  or  the  grave,  deflrpy 
me  ?  Are  misfortune  and  death  and  the  grave  any 
thing  but  the  means  and  the  way  to  a.  higher  life  and 
greater  felicity  1  No ;  let  every  exercife  of  my  pow- 
ers, every  opportunity  of  doing  good,  be  welcome 
to  me !  every  misfortune,  that  makes  me  wifer  and 
better,  be  blefTed  by  me,  and  the  fummons  of  death 
to  me  a  fummons  to  enter  on  a  better  life.  —  O,  my 
pious  brethren,  if  we  think  fo,  and  fo  aft, — and  fo 
we  may  and  fo  we  ought  to  think  as  chriflians,  — - 
how  luminous,  how  important  are  all  things  to  us ! 
What  a  value  doQ3  all  that  we  are,  and  all  that  we 
do,  and  all  that  happens  to  us,  receive  from  hence  f 
How  operative,  how  effeStive  in  us,  mufl  the  fenti- 
ment  of  our  dignity  be ! 

Wouldfl  thou  then  feel  and  afTert  thy  dignity,  o 
man  !   wouldft  thou  difplay  it  in  all  its  luflre !   then 

be 
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be  a  chriftian,  be  wholly  chriftian,  be  wholly  <mi- 
mated  by  the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  believe 
its  do(3:riiles  with  thy  whole  heart,  follow  its  precepts 
with  fidelity  and  fortitude,  firmly  repoTe  on  its  pro- 
mifes,  frame  thyfelf  entirely  on  its  founder,  Jefus ! 
The  fpirit  of  chriftianity  will  free  thy  foul  from  every 
lower  fenthnent,  every  unworthy  defire  ;  will  elevate 
thy  mind,  enlarge  thy  heart,  make  thee  feel  thy 
powers,  and  ever  tranlmit  thee  new ;  it  will  -raife 
thee  above  all  that  is  vifible  and  earthly,  will  con- 
ftantly  give  thee  a  greater  refemblance  to  Jefus,  the 
pattOTi  of  all  human  perfeftion,  and  conftantly  unite 
thee  more  intimately  with  God.     Animated  by  tlie 
fpirit  of  chi-illianity,  thou  wilt  juftly  eftcem  every 
faculty,  every  talent,  every  power  that  God  hath 
given  thee,  carefully  incite  and  exert  them,  and  con- 
ftantly produce  as  much  good  by  them  as  thou  canft. 
Informed  by  the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  thoii  wilt  never 
aft  like  a  Have  ;  never  allow  thyfelf  to  be  governed 
by  any  fenfual  appetite,  or  any  unruly  paflion ;  thou 
wilt  not  cringe  with  fervility  before  any  mortal; 
thou  wilt  conftantly  think  and  aft  with  generofity 
and  freedom.     Animated  by  the  fpirit  of  chriftia- 
nity, thou  wilt  ever  be  more  aftive,  more  indefad- 
gable  in  goodnefs,  wilt  never  be  weary  in  ftriviiig 
upwards  and  contending  for  the  prize  that  awaits 
the  conqueror.     Animated  by  the  fpirit  of  chriftia- 
nity, thou  wilt  already  in  this  mortality  think  and 
aS  like  an  immortal ;    and  wilt  perform  a  thoufajid 
ads  of  goodnefs,  and  enjoy  a  thoufand  comforts, 

whuch 
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which  he  can  neither  perform  nor  erijoy  who  is  un- 
mindful of  his  immortality,  or  cannot  rejoice  therein. 
O  how  exalted  and  divine  is  the  fpirit  of  chriftianky  J 
that  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  power,  of  love  and  felicity! 
may  its  aijimating  influence  quicken,  warm,  and  pe- 
netrate us  all  t  rouze  us  to  the  nobleft  fentiments  of 
ourfelves !  infpire  us  with  a  godlikte  energy,  with  the 
moft  aftive  zeal  in  goodnefs,  penetrate  and  warm  us 
with  love  towards  God  and  man !  How  great,  how 
illuftrious  will  then  our  dignity  be,  and  how  much 
greater  and  more  illuftrious  will  it  become,  from  one 
period  of  our  lives  to  another,  and  from  eternity  to 
eternity ! 
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The  Value  of  Human  Life. 


r\  GOD !  the  creator  and  father  of  our  life,  how 
can  we  be  fufficiently  grateful  to  thee,  for 
havmg  called  us,  who  were  formerly  not,  into  being 
and  into  life !  How  fufficiently  thank  thee  for  hav- 
ing made  us  capable  of  a  life  with  confdoufnefs,  of 
a  rational,  wife,  and  virtuous  life,  leading  to  ever 
higher  perfeftion  and  happinefs!  And  with  how 
many  bounties,  with  how  many  fatisfaftions,  plea- 
fures,  and  joys,  has  not  thy  loving-kindnefs  ftrewn 
our  path !  What  evident  traces  of  thy  fatherly  pro- 
vidence and"  love  meet  we  not  every  where  on  it  1 
Yes,  d  God !  to  whom  thou  giveft  life,  thou  giveft 
aUb  capacities  and  means  to  pleafureand  delight. 
Whom  thou  raifeft  to  the  life  of  a  rational  creature, 
to  him  thou  opened,  in  the  knowledge  of  truth,  in 
the  pradice  of  virtue^  in  communion  with  thee,  in 

the 
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the  hope  of  immortality,  fources  of  pleafure  and  de- 
light, that  never  fail,  from  which  he  may  draw  eter- 
nal joy  and  felicity.  Happy  we,  that  we  are,  that 
we  live,  that  we  live  as  men,  as  chriftians,  as  rational 
creatures  and  called  to  immortality,  and  may  be  fo 
glad  of  our  life  in  thee  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy 
bounties !  O  let  us  rightly  underftaud  and  feel  the 
value  of  pur  life,  and  teach  us  to  ufe  and  enjoy  it 
conformably  to  thy  gracious,  thy  beneficent  defigns* 
Keep  us  from  embittering  it  by  folly  and  vice,  by 
violent  baleful  pafGons,  and  hiifapplying  a  gift  which 
thou  haft  beftowed  to  be  a  blefling,  to  our  own  per- 
dition. Let  wifdom  and  virtue  and  piety  be  our 
guides  and  condudors  on  the  road  of  life,  and  let 
us  all,  under  their  direfbion,  attain  to  that  perfeftion 
and  happinefs  to  which  thou  haft  appointed  us  in 
this  and  in  the  future  world.  Blefs  to  that  end  the 
meditations  that  are  now  to  employ  our  thoughts. 
Let  them  diffufe  a  clear  Ught  upon  the  nature  and 
deftination  of  our  prefent  life,  and  let  that  light  cor- 
reft  our  judgments  on  it,  and  regulate  the  whole  of 
our  future  conduQ:.     Our  father,  &c. 
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Let  taj  foixl  livcf  and  it  (ball  praife  thee« 

.T7HE  dcfire  to  live  is  natural  to  all  men^    Ndther 

^ef,  nor  pain,  nor  misforttmes,  can  totally  (up 

4)Fdsit;  add  the  generality  of  mankind  would  rather 

l^^ragain  their  courlGs  on  earth,  however  gloomy, 

however  trotiblefome,  however  perilous  it  may  have 

b^^,  and  expofe  themfelves  again  to  all  its  difficuU 

ties  and  dangers,  than  have  them  ended  by  the  lofs 

:^lif&    Seldom  is  the  burden  of  mifery^  &>  heavy, 

jmd  Uie  l^timent  cf  it  fo  oppref&ve ;  feldom  do  paf- 

ficm  and  error  blind  a  man  fo  far  as  to  make  him 

prefo  death  16  life,  and  non-entity  to  exiftence. 

Very  rarely  do  we  6nd  him  fo  pipus  and  fo  holy  as 

to  fay  fixMn  his  heart,  with  the  apoftle,  "  I  have  a 

defire  to  be  diffolved,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which 

is  fer  better/*     Let  us  admire  and  adore  the  wife 

goodnc&  of  cur  Creator,  for  having  given  us  fo  in^ 

tQi&  aa  attachment  to  life,  fo  interwoven  and  cSoo^ 

tit&ti  it  with  our  nature,  and  thereby  fumiflied  us 

^wth  fuch  a  powerful,  fuch  an  irrefiftible  incentive 

to  pteTerve  it !     But  let  us  dignify  this  defire  to  Uve, 

'^y  iaveftigating  the  groimd  of  it,  that  we  may  be 

*We  to  jviftify  it  at  the  b^  of  fubfbnoal  reafon* 

Tt)  love  and  to  ^fh  for  life^  without  knpwing  vr)xj 

<  VOL,  I.  J?  or 
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or  wherefore,  is  blind  animal  inftinft ;  but  to  love 
it  on  true  and  folid  principles,  and  to  wifli  for  it  in 
the  bed  defigns,  will  be  no  difcredit  to  the  jrfiilofo- 
pher  and  the  chriftian.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  is  defir- 
ous  of  it  in  our  text.  ^*  Let  my  foul  live,"  fays  he 
to  God,  "  Let  my  foul  live,  and  it  (hall  praife  thee." 
Would  we  do  fo  likewife,  my  pious  hearers,  would 
we  fo  wifh  for  life,  that  we  mSght  truly  rejoice  in  it, 
4uid  praife  God  for  it,  then  we  muft  underftai^d  the 
real  value  of  human  life.  We  muft  neither  efteem 
it  as  better  or  as  worfe,  neithei*  as  more  important 
nor  more  infignificant,  neither  as  mor^  happy  XK>r 
-more  unhappy  than  it  a£kually  ir.  In  one  cafe  4WM: 
attachment  to  it  would  be  too  ftrong,  in  the  other 
not  ftrong  aiough.  In  both  cafes  we  Ihould  more 
•or  le&  miftake  its  deftination,  and  Deldom  make  & 
'  ^ood  a  ufe  of  it  as  we  might. 

Well  then,  let  us  turn  our  refle£Hons  to-day  on 
the  value  of  human  life,  that  we  may  difcover  why, 
and  to  what  purpofe,  we  fliould  wifli  to  live.  For 
examining  this  matter  properly,  we  muft  do  two 
things.  Firft  .fliew,  what  is  implied  if  we  would 
hzvc  human  life  of  valuer  and  indeed  of  great  value 
to  us  J  and  then  what  gives  it  this  value,  or  what 
makes  it  defirable  and  eftimable  to  us. 
'  If  we  would  have  our  life  to  be  of  real  value  to  us, 
and  rightly  appreciate  th^t  value,  we  muft  ftudy  it, 
'wre  muft  ferioufly  retfledt  upon  it,  we, muft  confider 
it  on  every  fide  and  in  its  whole  circuit ;  we  muft 
T€gard  it,  not  under  any  falfc  appearance  which  pre- 
-:;     '  fcnt, 
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fent,  tranfitory,  pleafant  or  unpleafant  fenfiitions,  any 
fortunate  or  unfortunate  accidents  may  throw  upon 
k.  We  muft  therefore*  bring  into  the  account  its 
joys  as  well  as  its  forrowSj  its  fatisfeflions  as  well  as 
ks  iKffdfliips^  the  days  of  delight  and  pleafute,  as  well 
as  the  hours  of  pain  and  grief,  the  good  we  enjoy  or 
may  enjoy^  as  wdl  as  the  evil  that  befels  us.  We 
muft  confidfr  it,  not  as  the  whole.  6f  our  exiftence, 
not  a$  the  capacity  and  meafure  of  our  whole  feli- 
city ;  but  only  as  the  beginning,  as  the  lowennoft 
ftcp  of  our  rational  being,  as  the  preparation  to  a 
greater  and  higher-  felidty ;  and  in  fo  doing  not  fuf- 
fer  oUrfelves  to  be  guided  by  prevailing  prejudices^ 
but  by  juft  experiences,  obfervations  and  principles* 
Whoever^  deceived  by  certain  images^  reprefents  this 
«uth  to  himfelf  as  a  joylefs  defert,  as  a  vale  of  tears 
and  forrow,  as  the  abode  of  darknefs  and  mifery ; 
whoevei",  in  oppofition  to  univerfal  eitperience,  ima- 
gines that  it§  evils  preponderate  over  its  fatisfadHons; 
whoever^  from  mifanthropy  or  ill-humour,  at  one 
time  thinks  that  all  mankind  are  fools,  and  at  ano-- 
ther  knaves ;  forgetful  of  their  origin  and  their  voca- 
tion, degrades  them  into  brutes,  or  confiders  man 
only  as  a  comedian  that  has  a  part  to  perform,  with* 
out  any  farther  confcquence  or  view ;  and  when  this 
part  is  played,  faUs  back  to  his  primitive  nothing  ; 
he  who  confines  all  his  profpefts  and  hopes  to  the 
prefent  motnentary  ftate :  to  him  indeed  this  life  caii 
tave  no  great  value,  to  him  it  muft  be  a  contempt- 
ible objedk,  the  prefervation  of  it  of  no  importance. 
Fa  and 
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and  the  Ia&  of  it  not  to  be  laxneated.  Btit  is  thb  a 
txrue  reprdentarion  of  human  Kfe?  Hat  then  thi* 
earth,  which  God  has  adorned  with  fuch  numberlef^ 
beauties  and  pleafurcs,  has  it  the  dpfieaiaiice  of  a 
defeit?  Is  weeping  and  waiBng  fo  ftequent  or  fo 
hand  tjpon  it ,^.  that  tiie  voixre  of  joyandghdnefs  is  not 
where  to  be  heard?  Does  not  man  pafs  far  more 
hours  in  health  than  m  ficknefe  ;  does  h^  not  expe- 
rience far  more  bright  than  gloomy  dzjs  I  In  tbc 
whole  amduntj  does  not  the  fum  of  his  agreeable 
feiifatroris  very  far  exceed  the  futn  of  his  uneafy  and 
painftiHi^elings  ?  Amongft  th^  fools,  arethare  not 
likewife  many  intelligent  men ;  ahd  amongft  the 
wicked  many  good  ?  I5  not,  upon  the  whdle,  mufeh 
more  good  than  evil  praftifed  by  them  ?  And  liow 
(^n  the  philofbpher,  the  chriftiati,  nuftake  the  dig- 
nity, the  nobility,  th^  vocation  of  man,  I  mean  Im 
reafdn,  his  capacity  of  conftantly  becotmng  mbre 
perfed,  his  immottality,  and  the  conne£Hon  between 
what  he  now  is  and  does^^  with  What  he  is  to  be  and 
to'  do  bere^er ;  and  if  he  does  not  miftake  diem^ 
what  a  value  muft  not  this  give  to  hi$  prcfaat  fife  I 
Farther,  fhould  this  life  be  of  real,  of  great  vahie 
to  us^  and  fhould  we  confefs  sdid  feel  that  value ; 
Aen  muft  we  aftuaHy  ufe  k,  and  employ  it  in  tlie 
beft  and  the  mofl  rational  way.  We  mufl  live  with, 
confcioufiiefs,  with  confidcratibn,  upon,  certain  prin<^ 
ciples  and  to  fettled  purpofes.  We  muft  be  as  aflive 
as  poffible,  and  be  zQivc  in  the  bfefl:  ind  the  mofl 
gfenerally  ufeful  manner.    To  Kve,  to  Ii,ve  as  men^ 

does 
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ioe&  net  imply  fimply  to  extft,  not  barely  to  have  . 
'  aHKties,  but  to  exert  and  apply  thefe  abilities,  to  zSt  " 
inwardly  and  outwardly  in  receiving  and  communi- 
cating hapi^ineft,  and  to  be  confcious  of  it.  He  who 
leads  merely  a  vegetative  or  an  animal  life  j  he  who 
lleeps,  dreams,  trifles,  6r  fports  his  life  away ;  who 
lives  for  the  day^  without  refleftion,  without  confi- 
deration ;  who  gives  himfelf  up  to  idlenefs  and.floth, 
br  is  induftrioiis -without  defign;  exerts  his  powors 
widlout  stiEiy  particular  aim  ;  is  always  bufy,  and  yei 
does  nothing  with  all  his  ,buftlc,  always  feeking  hap* 
{anefs,^but  never  finding  itj  to  him  indeed  this  life 
rauft  be  an  infighificant  matter.  .  And  how  great  is 
not  this  laft  clafs  of  men^  the  cbfs  of  bufy .idlers,  iri 
the  world  !^  tneii  that  feem  to  be  for  ever  employed, 
and  yet  in  fad  do  nothings  bring  nothing  to  effefl:; 
nethittg  of  any  importanceto  themfelves,  or  to  others ; 
notliing  Qiat  can  fecure  them  any  lafting  f^Sfa^ipn 
ittid  joy.  Free  from  any  fettled  employment,  from 
Ihe  duties  ef  aliy  particular  bufmefs,  they  undertake 
Xkba^  one  ttiiftg  and  then  another,  and  are  foon  wejuy 
t>f  both ;  they  run  from  one  company  to  another, 
from  one  pleafurc  to  another,  ever  raifing  great  ex- 
peQ:a;fions  from'  thVih,  and  ever  deceivjsd  in  their  ex- 
peftations,  get  nothing  frofti  thefe  companies,  and 
ac(|mre  no  Toothing  reSeSions  from  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  pleafUres  j  can  give  no  account  to  themfelves 
of  this  applicatitm  of  the«r  time  and  of  the  ufe  of 
their  abilities ;  •antl,'as^  often  asJhe  fei^iment,  as  of- 
ten as  the  clear  confcioufhefs  bf  their  condition  arifes 
F  3  ^      within 
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^thin  them,  fo  often  feel  the  emptmisfs  of  thai: 
hearts,  the  wearifome  monotony,  the  diflatisfeffion, 
the  vanity  of  their  pleaftire^ ;  are  difgufted  with  lifi? 
,  and  its  joys,  and  then  exclaim,  not  from  wifdom, 
but  from  the  involuntary  fentiment  of  their  folly,  in 
the  words  of  the  royal  fage,  "  All,  all  is  vanity  !'* 
What  great  value  can  there  be  in  life  to  fuch  men  a$ 
thefe!  How  much  more  natural  is  it  that  it  fliould 
be  a  burden,  a  martyrdom  to  them !  How  ratoy 
have  not  hence  been  induced  to  lay  it  down  as  a  load 
they  were  no  longer  able  to  bear  !  No  j  for  him 
alone  who  imderftands  and  conftantly  purfucs  the 
tine  ends  of  life  5 .  who  has  a  determinate  occupation  ; 
who  exerts  his  powers  with  confcioufnefs,  upon  foUd 
principles,  and  does  good  with  them ;  who  can  give 
himfelf  a  fatisfaftory  account  of  what  he  does  and 
accompliflies  with  them ;  who  by  every  ftep  he  takeSf 
by  every  day  he  furviyes,  approaches  as  it  wer^ 
nearer  to  perfedion ;  who^  as  a  rerfonable  cr^ture, 
as  a  chriftian,  looks  not  barely  to  the  prefent^  but  i$ 
continually  regarding  the  future ;  lives  not  barely 
for  this  prefent  moment  of  time,  but  for  the  unendr 
ing  ages  of  eternity,  The  pther,  the  unwife,  the 
fool,  the  bufy  idler,  wanders  about  in  error^  and 
muft  neceffarily  at  length  be  weary  of  his  'wan4er- 
ings :  while  this,  the  wif<j  man,  the  chriftian,  has  ^ 
fixjed  mark  in  view,  worthy  of  his  courfe ;  nevejr 
aitirely  lof^  fight  of  it,  and  the  nearer  he  approa^ he? 
it,  the  brigl^^r  it  arpp^^rs, before  him. 
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Laftly,  if  this  Kfe  is  to  be  of  great  and  real  value 
to  us,  and  if  we  would  know  and  be  fenfible  of  it* 
worth,  we  muft  effeftually  enjoy,  and  enjoy  with 
confcioufnefs,  the  various  goods  and  fatisfiiftions  it 
afibrds.  We  muft  be  at  leall  as  fenfible  and  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  good  and  agreeable,  as  of  the  evil  and 
difaftrous  it  contains.  If  we  pafs  through  the  world 
5is  though  our  fenfes  were  locked  up,  or  with  un-» 
feeling  and  hardened  hearts ;  a  thoufand  beauties 
dtat  furround  us  will  be  unqbferved,  a  thoufand 
fources  of  pleafure  that  invite  us  to  enjoyment  will 
be  left  unexplored ;  or  if  we  had  rather  fcrutinize. 
for  defefts,  than  look,  out  for  perfedions :  then,  in- 
deed,  muft  this  life  appear  to  us  under  a  dark  and 
jnoumful  afped,  and  h^ve  but  little  value  for  usw 
But  does  any  thing  lofe  of  its  real  value,  merely  be-  ^ 
caufe  we  neither  ufe  nor  obferve  its  advantages  ? 
No ;  we  muft  op^  our  hearts  and  our  fenfes  to  the 
agreeable  impreflions  which  the  advantages,  the  plea* 
fares,  the  joys,  of  life  are  capable  of  making  on  us  j 
we  muft  fee,  and  fe^,  and  ufe,  and  enjoy  the  beau^ 
ties,  the  bleffings,  that  prefent  themfelves  to  us  in 
fuch  diverfified  forms,  an4  invite  us  to  ufe  them  in 
fuch  various  ways  ;  we  muft  not  trample,  •  with 
haughty  difdain,  on  the  flowers  we  meet  with  in  the 
path  of  life ;  we  muft  not  ungratefully  rejeft  the  re- 
creations and  comforts  of  which  our  heavenly  father 
hath  not  fuffered  even  the  ruggedeft  way  to  be  to- 
tally deftitute,  and  never  turn  our  eyes  from*  thofe 
glorious  profpeSts  which  border  en  our  courfe. 
Only  thus  fhall  we  rightly  eftimate  the  value  of  life, 

F4     .  and 
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and  learn  to  reckon  it  of  high  imjSoitaiice,  and  wor* 
thy  of  being  coveted,  *  . 

And  "^hat  gives  it  now  this  great  vahie  ?  What 
ifnakes  this  life  fo  eftimable  and  defirable  ?  In  thi« 
life  we  may  learn  much  truth  and  goodnefs ;  attempt 
and  execute  many  good  undertakings ;  ^joy  niany 
bleffings ;  and  render  gurfelves  able  and  fit  for  dcitig 
and  enjoying  ftill  better  and  greater  things  in  the  fu* 
ture  world. 

Four  particula,r8  which  muft  give  great  value  to 
this  life,  imperfe£t  as  i]t  is,  in  the  eyes  of  all  refl^ft- 
ing  perfons. 

Our  fife  is  therefore  of  great  value,  it  is  covet- 
able,  firft,  as  we  may  learn  in  it  fo  much  truth  and 
goodnefs,  znd  may  fo  much  advance  our  ffHritual 
perfeftion.  All  that  furroimds  u$,  all  the  events  that 
befall  us^  indigience  and  infirmity,  bufmefe  and  pl^SM 
fures,  joys  and  forrows,  unite  themfelVes  in  this  re* 
gard  J  e^ry  thing  is  either  occafion,  m^ans,  or  in- 
citemen^^to  improve,  to  rouze,  to  exert,  t6  expand, 
to  exercife,  to  perfeftionate  our  ipiritusd  powers ; 
every  thing  teaches  us  to  think,  to  confider,  to  invefti* 
gate ;  every  thing  is  ordamcd  and  adapted  to  make  us 
tational  of  fenfual  creatures,  of  relations  to  the  beafb 
to  make  us  the  kindred  of  angels.  And  how  many 
ideas,  how  much  various  kno^vfedge^  how  many 
perceptions  of  every  kind,  may  we  coHed  !n  this  fiftf 
by  experience,  by  obfervation,  by  refleflion,  by  in- 
ftruftion,  and  by  converfation !  Hotvr  the  fphfere  jQf 
our  view  and  our  comprehenfion  is  enlarged,  as  it 
^^are,  every  year  \     How  confiderable  is  die  circuit 

and 
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aad  tfefigfe  of  huaacian  kiicrwiedge '/  Mdeed,  trhat  we 
know  is  cxitrcmeiy  iitde  in  comparifon  widi  what  we 
(for  not  and  cannot  know  •  but  flill  of  itfelf  is  mticlit 
much  for  creatui^es  who  are  only  at  the  firft  ftag6  of 
rational  thought ;  much  for  fcholars,  for  be^nners, 
who  onFy  live  and  think  from  yefterday,  and  who 
are  to  live  and  think  for  ever.  Hov^  high  hasf  not 
the  human  fpirit  foared  in  numberlefs  refpeffe !  how 
fiir  has  it  raifed  itfelf  above  vifible  things ! '  It  hsis 
rifen  even  up  to  the  deity,  to  the  firft,  the  eternal 
(!aufe  of  all  things,  and  feels  itfelf  happy  in  the  ado- 
ratbtt  of  fupreme  perfe^Kon !  How  much  dots  it' 
ndt  comprehend,  furvey,  and  compare,  by  medita- 
tion! And  where  are  the  limits  that  it  c^imot  ab- 
folutely  tranfcend  !  When-  has  man  learned  fo 
much,  ^xtd  fo  much  exerdfed  himfelf  in  thought, 
that  he  has  riot  much  more  (fill  to  learn,  and  may 
not  employ  himfelf  much  better  ?  Who  can  reckon 
up  the  number  of  ideas  and  thoughts  that  find  place 
in  one  human  mind  of  ordinary  capJicity  ?  and  when 
« ii  the  fimr  total  of  them  fo  great,  that  it  may  not 
yet  be  immeiifely  increafeji  ?  indeed^  we  neither  can 
por  fhouid  be  all  fcholars,  all  apply  the  gf  eat^ll  psut 
of  tmr  lives  to  liie  invefBgation  of  truth,  ko  reflec- 
ttbns  on  iftvifiljie  things,  to  thd  fn^rovdnierit  and' 
the  augnlrihtsiti'on  of  our  knowledge.  But  wfe'may 
dlHeam  tnncb^  a£hiaHy  learxl  mtich,  and  all  advance 
by  many  tonfiderable  ftrides  on  the  way  6f  kilow- 
fedge  and  i^iritual  perfedion."  We  niay  all  learn  to 
drink,  to  tftiftk  with  confcio'ufnefs,  to  think  rationally : 

and 
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and  if  we  be  wife  men,  if  we  be  chriftians,  wcfe&n 
to  controul  fenfuality,  and  to  govern  ourfdvcs  j  we 
Ipam  to  be  virtuous,  to  be  pious,  to  zGt  upon  founds 
principles,  from  pure  and  generous  motives ;  we 
learn  to  know  God,  to  love  him,  to  converfe,  and 
to  have  communication  with  him  j  and  the  longer 
we  live,  and  thus  employ  our  lives,  fo  much  the 
better  do  we  Jeam  all  this,  fo  much  the  apter  are 
we  in  all  thefe  matters,  fo  much  the  eafier,  and  with 
fo  much  the  better  eflfeO:,  can  we  apply  our  mental 
powers  to  them;  fo  much  the  more  do  we  heap  up 
treafures  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  jufter  p^ceptk>nsj 
fo  mu(^h  the  nearer  do  we  approach  our  perfedion^ 
Something  may  be  added  to  our  improvements  every 
year,  every  day,  every  hour,  and  it  is  purely  our 
oi;ra  fault  when  this  is  not 'the  cafe.  Who  would 
not  then  ii^.this  view  cry  out,  with  the  Pfelmift, 
^^  Lord,  let  my  foul  live,  and  it  (hall  praife  thee  I'*; 
that  it  may  ever  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  truths 
in  the  knpwledjgie  of  thee  who  art  the  fountain  of  all 
truth ;  that  it  may  be  ever  advancing^  ever, he  think- 
ing niQre  juftly,  and  ever  be.  learning  to  employ  all 
its  powers  in  a  better  and  worthier  manner  ? 

This  life  is,  farther,  of  gi[eat  value :  it  is  highly 
dj^irable,  a$  in  it^'jvg  .may  attempt  and  execute  much 
good.  ^, And,  in  faft,  my  dear  brethren,  how  much 
ijxay  w^  not  do  for  ourfelves  and  for  others,  for  the 
large  and  the  little  fociety  to  which  we  belong! 
How  far,  either  mediatejy  or,  immediately,  operate 
atout  us !     What  a  manifold  influence,  and  of  what 

immenfe 
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immenfe  extent,  may  we  have  .on  the  happinefs  of 
our  brethren  !  And  to  this  purpofe,  we  need  nei- 
ther be  foyereigns,  nor  minifters  of  ftate,  nor  heroes, 
nor  inventors  of  new  difcoveries,  nor  lead^s  and 
teachers  of  the  people ;  in  every  cctfidition,  in  every 
ftation,  in  every  walk  of  life,  in  every  lawful  calling, 
we  may  daily  and  hourly  effed  fome  good.  We 
have  only  to  fulfil  our  duties,  to  difcharge  them 
continually  in  die  beft  manner,  only  ever  to  walk 
the  way  of  chriftian  integrity  and  virtue,  and  in  every 
circumftance  to  do  what  the  love  of  God  and  xmn 
invites  u6  to ;  fo  fhall  we  fpread  goodnefs  in  genera^ 
all  around  us,  difturbing  none,  and  injuring  non^ 
but  rejoicing  thoufands,  and  being  ufefuJ  to  thou-- 
fands  more.  What  a  beneficent  in^uence  have  npt 
order,  application,  induftry,  dilig|M\c^,  fidelity,  and 
epnfcientioufnefs  in  affairs,  upo^  all  with  whom  ,wc 
have  to  do,  who  ftand  in  a  near  or  a  remote  cow^c^ 
tion  with  Us!  What  a  genial  light,  what  a  cl^ 
luftre  does, every  good,  every  generous  example, 
throw  around  it!  and  how  fruitful  is  it  not  frei|uc3^J:- 
ly  in  as  good,  as  generous  actions  I  How  much 
may  we  not  do  by  words  and  by  works,  by  our  de- 
portm^t  among  the  members  of  our  family,  our 
ic(jij[aintance,  our  friends,  and  our  fellow-citizens^ 
Jind.  again  by,  them  among  others,  and  probably 
junong  people  utterly  unknown  to  us,  and  far  diftant 
firam  us>  Who  can  mmiber  up  all  the  bleffed  cph-r 
fequ^es  ofteji -produced  by  a  prudent  piece  of  ad* 
vice,  a  word  well  ipoken  with  feeling  and  energy,  a 
.     -  truly 
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truly  chriftian  aft,  an  admonition  feafonably  intro- 
duced, fome  magnanimous  facrifke,  fome  pubKc- 
fpiritcd  undertaking— and  trhich  it  will  produce  in 
future  ?  And  when  are  we  wanting  in  an  oj^rtu- 
iiity  cither  of  comforting  fome  mourner,  c^  chearing 
Somt  wretched  being,  of  affifting  fome  indigent,  or 
relieving  fome  poor  and  needy  perfon  ?  When  is 
there  a  fcatcity  of  opportunities  for  inftrufting  the 
ignotant^  for  correQing  and  rrfbrming  the  wicked, 
fcrr  confirming  and  delighting  the  good,  for  encou- 
ragmg  and  Supporting  public  cftablifhments  for  the 
<ommon  good,  and  by  all  thefe  means  of  providing 
for  our  own?  How  few  days,  how  few  hours  of 
our  Hves,  without  our  own  fault,  pafs  quite  deftitute 
of  bccalions,  quite  void  of  incitements-  to  do  fome 
kind  of  good,  io'fiirther  fome  beneficent  defigns,  or 
to  Ijring  them  to  effeft  about  us !  May  not  there* 
fore  every  day,  every  hour,  we  pafs  as  wife  men,  as 
(ihrillians,  incr^e  the  fuih  of  the  good  we  do,  and 
the  fum  of  human  happinefs  promoted  by  our  means* 
Air3  iow  great  miift  not  this  fum  be  in  the  courfe 
of  a  whoFe  life  fpent  ;lccc?rding  to  the  precepts  of 
^  chniftiaii  wifdom  and  virtue  !  What  think  ye,  my 
pibu^  Ijearers,  is  a  life,"  that  may  be  fb  rich  in  good 
fconfeqiiences  and'efFefts,  without  any  worth  t  mult 
Jt  hot  l)e  of  the  higheft  value  ?  may  not  a  mafi  fey; 
upon  the  foundeft  priifciples,  **  Let  my  foulKve, and 
it  flijin  pfaiTe  thee,'*  that  it  may  glorify  thee  by  right- 
eoufnefsand  beneficence,  and  like,  thee  diffufe  tnorc 
joy  and  felicity^ around  it  ? 
^    "  This 
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This  fife  basy  t&rdly,  a  ^reat  vahie,  it  is^  highly 
defirable;   as  \(^  may  ecgoykTb  much  good  in  it. 
How  manifokl,  how  rich,  how  inexhauftible,  are 
iiot  the  foorces  of  pieafore,  deHght,  and  joy,  VflAdA 
God  has  prqpared  and  opened*  for  us,  ih  nature,  ia 
religion,  in  domeSic,  in  dril  and  hmnan  fodety! 
Of  what  Yimous  and  inesdiauftible  impi^ons  andt 
fedings  are  we  not  rendered  capable  by  our  ienies^ 
our  imderftaadjng^  and  oxxt  heart !    Certainly,  if  wq 
'vrfxt  le&  inattentive,  le&  cold  and  infenfible,  than  wo 
but  too  feequehtly  are,  we  ihould  be  ailoniibed  at 
^  ^QiQuiit  of  die  l:4eirmgr  we  daHy  and  houriy  en» 
joy  *,  we  ihoiild  acknowledge  and  fed  at  our  hearts^ 
the  overbai^ice,  the  great  and  mamfeit  overbalance 
1^  good  to  ev3  in  life ;  and,  (buck  widi  admiration 
and  gratitude,  fliouM  exclaiiti.  Lord!    the.  wliole 
tJffA,  and  our  whdfe  livses,  aJ-e  foil  of  thy  goodndTsl 
—What:  agreeable.fenfaticms  of  our  abilities  and  our 
^th  bitye  we  not  had,  during  the  gi^ea^  part  of 
our  lives !  ,  Vfhst  plea&ire  is  there  not  oonneOxsd 
with  eadng  and  drinking,  with  waking  and  fle^mg,^ 
with  employment  and  reft,  witfi  the  life  dF  our  or- 
gans of  &n&,  and  the  appiicsdbn  of  our  mental 
powers!     What  pleafur^s  do  not  fiknce,  and  Ae- 
meditations  of  retirement,  afford  us,  and  what  plea-' 
ibcs  the  focial  conterfe  and  the  communication  of 
our  thoughts  and  fentiinents  to  oAers !     What  joyt^ 
hdong  not  to  the  fathei*  and  t^  mo^^  of  a  family  m 
tfee  Comforts  of  their  dwelKng,  in  the  poffeflSon  of 
Aansftic  fididtyj  what  joys  to  die  fnend  i»  *»• 

heart 
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heart  and  in  the  con^any  of  his  friend  I  And  \^itlk 
what  ftiil  purer,  (till  higher  joys,  is  not  the  man,  the 
chriilian,  blefied  in  the  pious  elevation  of  his  heart 
to  God,  iix  the  public  and  private  adoration  of  him^ 
hx  cormnunion,  with  the  fpirit  of  fuprcme  perfeftiortl 
What  latisfaaion,  what  agreeable,  what  delightful 
fcnfations  da -not  follow  upon  every  labour  fuccefs-^ 
fiiUy  ended,  every  vanq[uiihed  difficulty,  every  fur-* 
moitnted .  forrow,  every;  good  adlipn,!  every  victory 
over  ourfelves,  cveiy  advance  to  perfeflion,  every 
view  of  our  future  felicity !  ■ — And  how  much  alle* 
vktion  of  toil,  how  much  jefreQiment  and  cc«nfort 
ia  affliftions,  how  many  Kelps  in  diftrefs,  how  many 
meaiis  of  e&ape,  or  how  mtich  courage  and  ftrength 
ist  danger,.how  much  hope  even  in  mifery,  does  not 
a  wife  and  kind  providence  caufe  us  to  find  withitf 
and  without  us ;  and  how  much  Eght  does  not  all 
this  ihed  even  on  the  gloomier  and  lefs  happy  pe- 
riods of  our  lives !  Nay,  what  day,  what  hour  of  our 
Kves,  that  does  not  fome  way  or  other  teftify  of  the 
kindnefs  of  our  author  and  preferver,  that  does  not 
bring  with  it  fome  kind  of  fatisfiaiftion  or  pleafure  or 
comfort  to  the  wife  man  and  the  IchriiHan  I  And  if 
fome  gloomy  hours.^  .fortie  difmal  days  fucceed,  how 
are  they  loft  among  the  iar,  far  greater  number  of 
more  happy,  more  delightful  days  and  hoars  I  But 
l^ow  much  value  muft  not  fuch  a  life  be  of,  that  is  fi> 
rich  in  fatisfeOions  and.  joys,  to  every  man  .of  reflec-^ 
lion  and  fentiment!  ,  What  a  nobfe  prefent  muft 
Qoi  the  prefejryation  and  continuance  of  it  be  in  his 
.     -  2t  '  fight! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  ' 


THE   VALUE   OF   HUMAN   UVt.  Y^ 

fight !  And  how  much  r^afon  has  he  not  to  pray 
to  God  in  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift  j  **  Let  my  toxA 
live,  and  it  fhall  praife  thee !"  that  it  may  enjoy  thy 
bounty,  and  praife  thee  for  it  with  a  joyful  heart ! 

But  that  which  gives  the  greateft  weight  to  thde 
arguments  for  highly  prizing  human  life,  what  ^^ 
ders  it  moft  defirable,  is,  thai  during  the  couriJ^of  k 
we  may  fit  and  capacitate  ourfelves  for  better  and 
greater  objefts  in  the  world  to  come.  Withdat  tfei^ 
profpeft,  our  knowledge  and  fpiritual  p^ife^da 
would  have  but  little  value^  our  virtue  but  Utde  iti-* 
cktoient  aikd  comfort,  our  joy  but  little  fatirfaftibni 
aad  ftill  lefs  continuance;  '  Chiefly  by  the  connec* 
tion  of  the  prefent  'mth  the  future,  by  the  inflttence 
this  has  upon  that,  all  we  no^  are  and  do  and  en- 
joy, is  of  real  importance,  and  brings  unending  con- 
fequences  after  it.  At  prefent  we  can  do  nothing 
fer  becoming  wifer,  better,  and  naore  pious,  which 
does  not  prqwe  and  fmooth  the  way  for  us  to  a 
hi^r  degree  of  perfe6ion  and  happinefs  in  tb^  fu<> 
ture  world.  We  can  now  perform  np  good  deed 
that  does  not  draw  after  it  everlafting  fatisfciftiont 
We  iwv  enjoy  no  innocent^  generous  delight,  which 
does  riot  raider  us  capable  of  fUll  greater  delights, 
ind  fecure  them  to  us*  We:  are  now  working  and 
labouring  for  eternity.  Now  even  exertion  and  toil 
may  become  pleafure,  forrows  become  joys,  and  loffes 
become  gainst.  Here  we  are  to  learn ;  there  put  what 
we  have  learnt  to  the  befl  ufe  ^  here  ftrengthen  our 
abilities  by  exerciiie  j  there  apply  them  to  more  im- 
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fOFtaat  matters :  hene  fow  good  f<^ ;  theie  reap  of 
it  ha^Hnefs  and  glory :  h^re  make  ourfelve^  fit  fof 
converfe  with  fuperior  fpirits  j,  there  aftuaUy  enjoy 
tbdr  converfe :  hcr^  refieinbl^  J^MS^  <Hur  chieftain 
«d  lorc^  Hi  vktuous  and  piQW  featim^tftj  there  in 
.g}ory  a»d  b^lB ;  bene  a|q>rQach  nearer  to  the  deity  | 
^lipre  fiod  the  c^n^^tioQ  of  all  qm  aerations  i^ 
jpaore  imimate  wrtimunicm  with  him^  The  longer 
Ibfen  wi^  te?e  h^^  theowe  gpod  we  imagine  and 
f^rft^in  and  promote  a»d  eejoy  j  the  greater  perfeo 
60n,  land  felicity  A^4t  vs.  hereafter.  The  por^;:  and 
richer  our  f@wing  here,  the^  richer  and;  mor«  gloria 
CHS  will  be  our  harvcft  hereafter.  Thw  may  eTiery 
dsifmii  every  hour  of  this  life  by  for  us  the  fotuidap 
tmi,o£  uirfadiQg  hotiours,  of  eyer  bloon^ing  jpy^ 
And  ftaUfwh.  a  life,  a  Ufe  attecrfed  by  cqnftg^ueoj* 
cea  fo  great  and  contmtdbg  in  eternity,  (bail  Sosh,^  I& 
be  of  no  great  vaiue  in  our  eyes  ?  (hall  it  jK>t  iafpire 
ns  with  the  wiih  of  thePfelm|ft :  ^  Let  my  &ml  Hve^ 
Q  God,  and  it  ihall  praife  tJaeel'^that  it  may 'here  be 
:  expert  in  thy  praife^  and  be  able  more  w^OKthaly  to 
praife  thee  hereafter ! 

Yes,  my  pbus  hearers,  human  life  is  inconteftably 
of  ^e^  aod  r^  value :  the  defire  of  ks^  prefe^ation 
and  continuance  is  not  unworthy  dither  of  the  philo^ 
Ibj^r  or  the  cfariftian.  It  is  the  fchool  of  wifdom, 
the  fchool  of  virtue,  the  ftrft  ftep  to  oiu*  perfeftion^ 
a  fource  of  numberiefs  pleafures  and  joys^  the  prepai* 
vatory  ftation  to  a  more  exalted,  to  an  everlafling 
IHe»     Rejoice  then  in  it,  i£Joice  in  your  li&  ^  .thank 
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God  daily  for  this  gift  of  his  bounty ;  acknowledge 
and  fe^l  its  value  and  its  deltiriation ;  fupport,  pre- 
ferve  it  carefully ;  'ufe  it  worthily ;  purfue  its  aflfairs 
with  pleafure  and  fidelity ;  enjoy  its  fatisfaftions  and 
delights  with  a  grateful  and  ghearful  heart ;  bear  its 
hardflups  arid  affliflions  without  murmuring  j  exer- 
cife  your  gifts  and  powers ;  ftrive  conftantly  to  leam 
more  ufefiil  knowledge,  conftantly  to  do  more  good, 
to  enjoy  more  pure  and  more  generous  fatisfaftions, 
conftantly  to  become  wifer  and  better  and  more 
generally  ufeful ;  be  never  weary  in  well-doing,  and 
m  promoting  the  happinefs  of  your  fellow-creatures, 
fince  you  may  expe'61  to  reap  in-  due  time  without 
ceafing ;  work,  like  our  great  leader  and  precurfor 
Jcfus,  while  it  is  day,  that  the  night  may  not  come 
upon  you  before  your  talk  be  finiflied ;  carefully  re* 
deem  the  time,  and  mark  as  much  as  poffible  every 
day  of  your  lives  with  fome  good  adion  j  regard  and 
treat  all  things  according  to  their  reference  to  the 
future,  and  let  the  fublime,  the  joyful  fentiment  of 
a  better  and  an  everlafting  life  be  conftantly  prefent 
to  your  n^nd* 
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The  Value  of  Healths 


f\  GOD!  who;  among  the  innumerable 'multi- 
tudes of  creatures  which  thy  almighty  goodnefs? 
called  to  be,  haft  alfo  given  us  exiftence,  praifed  be 
thy  fovereJgh  bounty  for  all  the  gifts  and  powers 
thou  haft  beftowed  upon  us,  for  all  the  pleafures  and 
joys  of  which  thou  haft  made  us  capable,  for  all  the 
coimeflions  in  vhich  thou  haft  plaqed  us  towards 
vifible  and  invifible  objcfts,  towards  the  riiaterial 
and  the  fpiritual  world !  '  T,hough  we  have  much  in 
common  with  the  beafts  of  the  field,  yet  are  we  alfa 
related  to  the  ahgek  j  we  are  thine  offspring.  Yes; 
our  body  as  well  as  our  foul  plainly  teftify  of  thine 
infinite  intelligence,  and  the  more  than  fatherly  kind- 
nefs  Virith  which  thou  doft  embrace  and  blefs  thy 
creatures.  And  the  place  that  thou  haft  affigned  us 
in  thy  dominion,  how  adequate  to  our  nature  and 
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deftination !  how  adapted  to  unfold  and  to  cxerdfe 
Our  capacities  and  powers,  to  form  us  into  intelK-* 
gent,  wife,  and  virtuous  men,  and  thereby  to  prepare 
Us  for  a  fuperior  life !  Lord,  we  humbly  adore  thee, 
as  our  Creator  and  fathef",  rejoicihg*  that  we  are^  and 
that  ^e  are  what  thy  wife  goodriefs  commanded  us 
to  be.  Let  us  then,  o  gracious  God,  continually 
rejoice  in  our  exiftence  and  our  nature,^  and  grant 
that  we  m^y  conftantly  feek  our  perfeftion  and  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  way  wherein  creatures  as  we  are  fliould 
feek  and  attain  them*  Teach  us  to  ufe  our  body 
and  our  niind,  which  are  both  thy  property,  accord^ 
mg  to  thy  will;  to  tieat  them  both,  as  a  poffeflion  com- 
mitted to  our  truft  by  thee,  and  fo  to  nurture  both, 
as  becomes  men,  whom  thou  haft  indeed  placed  far 
above  the  irrational  animals,  yet  not  elevated  to  the 
rank^  of  pure  fpirits  independent  on  terreflnal  wants* 
To  the  furtherance  of  thefe  views,  blefs  our  rf&^c^ 
tions  on  the  doftrines  about  to  be  delivered.*  Let 
us  clearly  perceive  the  yaluQ  of  the  benefits  which 
thou  vduchfafeft  to  us  by  the  prefervation  of  our 
health  and  our-abilifies,  and'  thus  be  incited  to  the 
beft  employment  of  tliem.  We  implore  it  of  thee 
as  the  votaries  of  dly  fon  Jefus,  and  addrefs  thee  fsur* 
ther  in  his  holy  name :   Our  father,  &c* 
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EPHES.    V.    2g. 

No  man  CTcr  yet  hated  his  own  ftdh ;  but  nourifhe^ 
^  *  and  cherifheth  it>  &c. 

IT  feems  fuperfluous  to  admonifh  mankind  of  the 
.  great  value  of  health,  and  to  incite  them  by  many 
arguments  to  fulfill  the  duties  incumbent  upon  them 
in  this  refped.  Who  does  not  readily  fhun  every 
thing  that  is  called  forrow  and  pain?  Who  does 
not  hold  his  health  in  high  eftimation  ?  Who  is  not 
defirous  of  maintaining  and  preferving  it  unimpaired 
even  to  extreme  old  age  ?  Who  is  apt  purpofely  to 
do  any  thing  that  he  is  certain  will  be  prejudicial  ta 
him  in  this  regard  ?  "  No  man/^  fay$  the  apoftle, 
**  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flefli ;  but  nouriflieth  and 
cherifheth  it."  All  thi^,  my  pious  hearers,  generally 
{peaking,  is  very  true.  But  probably  we  do  not 
eonfider  the  matter  fufficiently  as  a  duty.  Perhaps 
Sve  fet  not  a  fufEcient  value  upon  health,  or  not  upon 
right  principle^.  Perhaps  we  do  not  plainly  perceive 
how  ferviceable  chrifUanity  may  be  likewife  in^  this  - 
refpeQ:  to  its  true  confelTors*  And  from  all  thefe 
caufes  we  certainly  fall  into  many  errors,  whi(::h,  if 
we  had  a  plainer  and  jufler  conception  of  the  mat* 
ter,  we  fhou-d  certainly  avoid.  Well  then,  permit 
me  now  to  fubmit  a  few  fuggeftions  to  your  con* 
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fideration  hereupon.  And  to  this  end,  let  us  firft 
examine  into  the  value  of  heakh ;  then  confider  the 
duties  we  have  to  fulfil  in  that  refped ;  and,  laftly, 
inquire  how  much  adapted  the  chriftian  doftrine  is 
to  affift  us  in  the  performance  of  thefe  duties,  and 
to  promote  our  felicity  even  in  that  refpeft. 

Health  is,  doubtlefs,  of  great  value  to  us.  It  is 
the  firft  and  principal  of  all  the  outward  bleffings  we 
poffefs ;  the  ground  and  means*of  the  chearful  enjoy- 
ment and  beft  ufe  of  all  the  reft.  It  far  excels 
riches,  authority,  and  honour,  and  every  fplendid 
pre-eminence ;  which,  by  the  lofs  or  decay  of  this, 
lofe  almoft  the  whole  of  their  value.  This  is  a  mat- 
ter  which  neither  our  own  experience,  nor  that  of 
others,  will  allow  us  to  doubt  of.  Would  you  fen- 
fibly  feel  this  truth  ?  you  have  only  to  recolleft  the 
hours,  the  days,  you  have  probably  paft  in  ficknefs 
and  pain ;  the  hours  and  the  days  in.  which  you  have 
been  difpirited,  enervated,  and  utterly  unfit  for  all 
\ifefiil  occupations,  for  all  arbitrary  motion,  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  pleafiires  and  fatisfaftions  of  life  j 
fighing  on  a  gloomy  couch,  and  with  every  return- 
ing day,  with  every  reftlefs  and  anxious  night,  faw 
nothing  before  you  but  frefh  pains  and  fufFerings,  oi* 
the  total  diflblution  of  your  body :  and  then  com* 
pare  with  them  the  aftivity  and  chearfulnefs  that 
animate  you  now  that  you  are  in  health  ;  the  de- 
lightful fentiment  you  have  of  your  powers ;  the 
eafe  and  agility  with  which  you  move  and  ufe  your 
body  and  all  its  members ;  the  vivacity  with  which 
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you  undertake  and  traiifad  your  bufinefs  ;  the  relifh 
with  which  you  can  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  life ;  the 
tarelefs'  tranquillity  with  which  at  night  you  throw 
yourfelf  intp  the  larnj^  pf  fleep,  and  the  qhearfu}  fcr 
renity  with- which  you  behold  the  rifing  d^y,  —  Or, 
if  you  Jiaye  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  had  no  perfbhaj 
experience  of  pain  and  iickpefs,  then  vifit  your  friends 
and  acquaintance,  who  groan  under  the  burden  of^ 
fuch  affliOipns,  or  lead  a  life  of  infirmity  and  laur 
guor,  and  for  a  moment  put  yourielf  in  their  place, 
^d  fet  their  condition  agajnft  yours :  and,  unlef? 
you  are  totally  void  of  fenfibility,  a  genial  confcioufr 
nefs  of  the  high  worth  of  health  will  flow  through 
your  be^,  accompanied  by  the  fmcereft  gratitude 
to^i^ards  God ;  you  will  look  upon  it  as  the  richeft 
bleffing  of  life,  and  acknowledge  it  to  be  the  con^? 
fopt,  ydthout  which  all  other?  have  hardly   apy 

And  indeed,  without  hfealth,  what  are  all  the 
beauties^  all.  the  bounties,  all  the  delights,  and  al| 
the  joy^  of  nature  and  fociety  f  While  al}  nature 
appears  in  feftal  fplqador  to  the  m^  in  health  j 
while  the  unclovided  flty,  and  the  variegated  learth, 
enamelled 'by  a  thoufand  flowers,  expanfi  his  foul; 
while  he,  Ivith  a  merry  heart,  unites  in  the  jubilations 
of  all  living  cres^tures  rejoicing  ii^  exiftence  j  the  man 
labouring  undi^r  fickpefs  ?ind  infirmity  difregards  all 
this  as  nothing,  or  prizes  it  at  a  flender  tate.  Every 
thing  appears  to  him  in  a  mournful  garb  j  all  nature 
feems  clad  in  fgrrow^  and  the  world  about  hjii}  ^mpty 
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and  <lead ;   the  earth  without  form,  and  void,  and 
^  darknefs  upon  the  face  of  creation :   and  though  he 
cannot  hearken  to  the  fweet  founds  of  joy,  yet  he 
hears  them  but  too  often  with  inward  fadnefs,  and 
feels  the  irkfomnefs  of  Ids  life  and  his  own  deficiency 
of  joy  but  fo  much  the  deeper.     While  the  man  in 
health  is  exerting  his  faculties  and  powers  to  the 
pleafure  and  advantage  of  fociety,  and  bringing  his 
defigns  to  efFeft,  thereby  magnifying  the  value  of 
them  in  his  own  eyes ;  while  he*is  enjoying  the  mod 
diverfified  pleafures  of  efteem  and  love,  of  friendfhip, 
of  converiation ;  is  finding  on  all  fid^  entertainm^ 
to  his  mind,  food  for  his  fpirit,  and  comfort  to  his 
jieart ;    and,  in  all  thefe  refpedb,  is  able  to  give  as 
piuch  as  he  receives :   all  this  time  the  fick,  the  in- 
firm, ^confined  to  his  x:lofe  apartment,  to  his  difmal 
couch,  to  a  fmall  circle  of  people,  who  probably  at* 
tend  him  more  out  of  obligation  and  neceffity  than 
from  affedion,  is  perhaps  a  bui:den  to  himfelf  and  to 
others  ;   and  how  eafily'may  he  not  fink  under  the 
|ireflure  of  uneafinefs  and  trjDuble^  if  he  have  not 
le^ruit  to  :^d  fources  in  himfelf  of  fati^faftion  and 
joy !  —  No ;   without  health,  there  is  no  real  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  no  inward  chearful  fentiment  of  the  fa» 
culties  of  either  mind  or  body,  no  free  and  confident 
Cjxertioii  of  thefe  faculties ;   but,  inflead,  a  torment- 
ing ^ec^at^on  of  infirmities  and  pains,  recoUeftipns  of 
pail,  and  an:pous  apprehenfion^  of  futurp  fufieringSy 
the  dreadfuj  fentiment  of' declining  faculties,  and 
hfixror  at  the  conftant  threats,  the  confl:ant  approaclj 
®4  ^ 
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of  their  total  decay.  And  who  can  fenfibly  repre^ 
fcnt  to  himfelf  this  doleful  condition  to  which  man* 
kind  is  doomed,  without  feeling  the  value  of  its  con-. 
trail,  the  value  of  health  ? 

Health  has  farther  a  great  value,  as  a  means  to 
higher  purpofes,  as  it  may  every  way  promote  our 
intrinfic  exx:ellence,  and  our  ufefulnefs  in  the  world* 
What  can  we  not  do,  if  we  be  but  in  health !  How 
we  are  encouraged  and  animated  to  all, things  !  For 
what  labours  and  what  undertakings  do  we  think 
We  have  not  fufEdent  flrength !  What  difficulties 
or  obftacles  do  we  allow  to  deter  us  from  them  ? 
How  much  eafier  is  refleftion  and  every  application 
End  ufe  of  our  mental  fiiculties !  How  much  hap«T 
pier  do  all  our  enterprifes  proceed ! '  What  exertion^ 
what  intrepidity,  what  perfeverance,  are  we  not  cap- 
able of  with  it !  How  little  do  we  heed  danger ! 
How  many  adverfe  evelits  does  it  not  enable  us  to 
bear,  without  being  much  difmayed  at  them !  How 
capable  are  we  not  therefore  of  performing  all,  even 
the  harder  dutjes  of  our  ftation,  with  chearfulnefs 
and  pleafure,  and  of  labouring  at  our  own  felicity, 
as  well  as  that  of  our  brethren,  with  aftivity  and 
fuccefs !  How  ready  to  diifufe  happinefs  imd  joy,  of 
various  kinds,  on  all  around  us  ! 

How  very  different  is  not  the  cafe  in  general  with 
fUch  as  are  in  the  oppofite  condition !  How  various, 
how  great  is  not  the  detriment  which  infirmities  and 
the  lofs  of  health  draw  after  them  to  ourfelves,  and 
to  others,  in  regard  to  morality,  tor  the  performance 
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of  the  duty  of  general  utiUty !  The  want  of  heal  A 
TOoft  commonly  difturbs  and  debilitates  our  mind ; 
and  while  it  threatens  the  ruin  of  the  former,  it  like- 
wife  threatens  this  with  lethargy,  inaftivity,  and  life- 
Jeffnefs :  dither  totally  incapacitating  us  for  deep  and 
continued  reflexion,  or  rendering  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult ;  darkening  and  confufing  our  former  concq> 
tions  and  ideas,  and  laying  frightful  difficulties  in  the 
'way  of  every  attempt  to  exert  our  faculties.  Fre- 
quently all  light  aifti  truth  and  certainty  vanifh  from 
before  our  eyes  ^  darknefs  and  doubt  obnubilate  our 
weakened  mind,  and  our  deadened  heart  can  feel  no 
influence  of  reviving  hope,  and  is  fhut  up  againft 
every  fentiment  of  the  higher  and  nobler  kinds. 
How  oft  and  how  eafily  are  we  reduced  by  the  want 
of  health  to  a  fullen  and  repining  temper,  to  im- 
patient murmurings,  to  difcontentednefs  with  our 
condition,  and  the  methods  of  providence  I  An4 
^low  eafily  may  all  this  difpirit  us  in  the  jpurfuit  of  a 
fuperior  excellence  !  how  fadly  impede  us  from  be- 
coming fo  wife  and  fo  good  as  we  otherwife  might  I 
I  am  not  ignorant  that  fuSerings  and  afHiftions  of 
every  kind^  when  rightly  eftimated  and  property  ap- 
plied, may  contribute  much  to  our  fpiritual  perfeftion, 
■  that  they  ase  adapted  to  render  us  wifer  and  better. 
But  we  need  not  be  afraid,  that  we  fhall  be  deprived 
of  the  advantages  of  iafflidtions,  though  we  perfeftly 
underftand  the  frill  value  of  health,  and  fulfill  our 
duties  in  the  prefervatipn  of  it  never  fo  confcienu- 
oufly,     Tk^  inconftanqr  of  all  worldly  things,  the 

verfatility 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


50  THE    VALUE   OF   HEALTH. 

of  fortune,  the  concern  we  take  in  the  welfare  of 
others,  fo  many  unfuccefsful  labours,  difappomted 
expeftations,  and  infurmountable  difficulties,  will  al- 
ways ftirnifh  us  with  opportunitie$  enough  for  exer- 
cifing  the  wifdom  and  virtues  of  chriftianity. — And 
then  certainly  th£  fruit  produced  by  a  firong  and 
healthy  tre^  on  its  natural  foil,  will  be  founder,  riper,  . 
^nd  of  a  finer  flavour,  than  that  which  is  forced  by 
artificial  heat  to  ^  unnatural  maturity. 

This  is  not  alL  Still  more -various  and  mor^ 
grievous  IS  the  injury  occafioned  by  the  lofs  of  health 
Jo  om-ftlvps  and  to  others,  when  we  ourfelves,  ar^ 
guilty  of  it :  and  thi§  we  muft  not  omit  to  notice  if 
we  would  fee  and  judge  the  matter  on  its  moral  fide, 
25  in  that  refpedt  it  is  pf  the  utmoft  importance.  If 
we  Ijurt  or  ruin  oiu*  health,  we  thereby  become  not 
only  a  burden  to  ourfelves,  but  are  likewife  trouble-* 
fome  to  thofe  who  are  connefted  with  us^  or  depends 
.  pnt  on  us.  We  fpread  uneafm^fs,  anxiety,  fbrrow, 
and  diftref?  on  all  about  us,  in  a  narrower  or  a  larr* 
ger  circle,  according  to  our  fituation  in  life.  We 
,  V^ound  and  affli^  fome,  and  drive  others  to  impati- 
ence, tp  anger,  and  to  criminal  violajdon  of  thejr 
duties.  —  Nay,  more  5  we  thereby  injure  the  whole 
community  in  which  we  live.  We  rob  it  of  our  ferr 
vices,  or  add  to  their  burdens  who  had  already 
enough  to  bear.  We  deprive  ourfelves  of  the  nrean^ 
i^nd  the  of^ortunities  of  being  ^fefu^  to  others,  or  of 
promoting  their  advantage  in  a  higher,  degree.  We, 
perhrtps,  flop  fliort  in  the  faireft  and  nxoft  laudably 
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COW&,  and  leave  our  beft  works  and  undertakings 
un&iiihed.  And  what  fources  of  fatisfadion  ^nd 
pkafure  for  future  times,  and,  even  for  eternity,  do 
jve  not  thus  ^xdude  ourfelves  from! 

By  impairing  and  ruining  our  health,  we  not  im* 
frequently  do  an  irreparable  injury  tcf  fuch  as  Jiavc 
the  jufteft  title  to  our  entire  aflfeCtipn,  as  being  con- 
n^Sed  with  vs  in  the  clofeft  ties.  We  cut  them  off 
from  the  advice,  the  proteftion,  the  affiftance,  the 
provifion,  they  have  the  ftrifteft  right  to  expeQ:  from 
us,  and  which  they  cannot  fo  confidently  hope  to 
receive  from  ^y  other.  We  thereby  plunge  them, 
perhj^s,  ipto  the  utmoft  indigence  and  diftrefs,  bring 
jhem  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  leave  them  a  prey  tq 
poverty,  fedu.ftion,  ^nd  mifery.  Let  parents  parti? 
fularly  refle£t  on  this  j  and  when  they  are  tempted 
to  extravagance,  intemperance,  and  voluptuoufnefe, 
to  violent  paifipns^  or  to  any  thing  that  may  be  hurt^ 
fill  to  their  health,  let  them  caft  one  ferioi^s  compaf^ 
iionate  look  on  their  uneduciat^d,  helplefs  infants,  or 
children  who  ftand  ftill  more  in  need  of  their  advice 
•^nd  care ;  gr  on  the  .^ear  partner  of  their  life ;  and 
it  fhould  bring  th6n^  back  to  th^  difcl^rge  of  thdf 
duties,  and  make  it  again  their  delight ! 

N^y,  it  happens  not  unfeldom,  that  he  who  im- 
pairs or  deflroys  his  health  by  irregular  living,  reur 
ders  himfelf  guilty  of  a  crime  againft  his  whole  pofr 
terity,  and-diffvifes  mifery  and  death  even  upon  thof? 
who  open  their  ey^  to  the  light  of  the  world  not  till 
Jong  after  he  is  no  mof  e.     Children  produced  from 

infirmjj 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9^  THE   VALUE   OF  HEALTH* 

infirm,  unhealthy  parents,  commonly  become  parents 
to  children  ftill  more  mihealthy  and  infirm,'  and  thefi? 
have  again  a  like  pofterity,  till  the  race,  finldng 
deeper  and  deeper  under  the  burden  of  its  various 
difeafes  and  infirmities,  at  length  dies  out  and  is  ex- 
tin£t 

So  varipufly  and  fo  Nvidely  extend  the  injuries 
that  proceed  from  the  impairing  and  the  ruining  of 
our  health  to  ourfelves  and  others,  that  our  account 
muft  be  heavy  when  we  have  rendered  ourfelves 
guilty  of  it. 

And  now,  my  pious  hearers,  (hould  2my  manfeek 
his  honour  and  renown  in  fuch  a  pradHce  ?  (hould 
he  prefume  to  call  it  true  courage  or  fljength  of 
mind,  to  defpife  all  care  of  his  health,  or  not  to  be 
fparing  of  it ;  to  truft  to  his  youth  or  his  ftrength, 
and  attack  it  on  purpofe  by  irregularity  and  riot,  arid 
ilight  the  admonitions  of  prudence?  No :  it  is  rafli- 
nefs  ;  it  is  folly,  unjuftifiable  folly,  for  a  man  refo- 
lutely  to  endanger  the  lofs  of  fo  invaluable,  fo  indif- 
penfable  a  bleffing  of  life,  and  to  o'ccafion  fuch  ma- 
nifold, and  frequently  fuch  irreparable  injuries  to 
himfelf  and  others.  Confider  this,  all  you  that  are 
ftill  in  the  bloom  of  life,  and  in  the  full  poffeffion  of 
your  vigour.  Reflefl:  upon  it  not  barely  as  to  the 
prefent,  but  alfo  to  the  future.  Praftife  not  with 
your  health  and  ftrength,  as  if  they  could  never  be 
weakened  or  worn  out.  Lavifh  them  not  away  in 
the  fervice  of  vice,  or  a  loofe  and  irregular  conduft. 
Forget  not,  that,  in  advanced  years,  many  occupa- 
tions 
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tions  and  duties,  many  hardfhips  and  fuffaings, 
await  you,  which  will  then  fall  heavy  or  gently  upon 
you,  as  you  have  managed  your  early  years  and  your 
youthful  vigoun 

And  let  no  man  fay,  when  he  tranfgreffes  the 
bounds  of  moderation  in  eating  and  drinking,  in  the 
mdulgence  of  anger  or  any  other  paffion,  "  That  is 
my  bufmefs ;  if  1  do  an  injury  I  do  it  to  myfelf 
alone;  it- is  I  that  muft  fuflFer  and  do  penance  for 
my  folly."     Certainly  thou  wilt,  whoever  thou  art 
that  thinkeft  and  fpeafceft  thus ;  thou  wilt  fuffer  and 
do  penance  for  it,  and  probably  much  more,  and 
much  longer  than  thou  doft  at  prefent  imagine ;  and 
thou  wilt  fuffer  what  thou  haft  deferved.     But  thou 
canft  not  fuffer  alone,  others  muft  fuffer  with  thee  ; 
and  they- innocently  fuffer.     Is  this  no  injuftice?  no 
crime?  does  this  deferve  no  puniflmient?    Or  how? 
Can  the  lather  of  a  fkmily,  cto  the  mother  of  a  fa- 
mily, can  the  perfon  who  fills  a  public  ofGce  in  the 
ftate  or  in  the  church,  j:an  one  whom  God  has  en- 
dowed  with  particular  gifts  and  accomplifhments, 
can  any  -one  who  ftands  in  connedHon  with  others, 
weaken  and  ruin  his  health,  lofe  his  faculties  by  the 
abufe  of  them,  render  himfelf  unfit  for  his  bufinefs 
and  the  duties  ofhii  calling,  without  injuring  at  the 
fimc  time  many  otjiers,  direftly  or  indireftly,  at  pre- 
fent, or  in  the  fequel,  in  body  or  in  mind,  without 
i&mnifliing  the  quantity  of  abilities,  and  the  good 
urifmg  from  them  to  the  common  welfare  ? 

Can 
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Can  we  poflibly  refled  upon  all  this,  and  entertairf 
the  fmalleft  doubt  that  health  is  of  very  great  valued 
that  the  abiife  and  wilful  negled  of  it  are  highly 
criminal,,  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  indiflferent  how 
we  behave  in  regard  of  it  ?— 'And  how  then  mufl  we 
coriduft  ourfelves  in  this  regard?  What  are  the 
duties  we  have  here  ^o  obferve  ?  , 

We  muft,  aboye  all  things,  efteem  hedith  as  a  gift 
of  the  divine  bounty,  granted  us  for  important  pur^ 
pofes,  and  intimately  connefted  with  our  perfe6Hon  . 
and  happinefs.  And  here  we  are  to  avoid  certain: 
falfe  conceptions  of  the  little  va,lue  and  low  deftina- 
tiqn  of  the  human  body ;  conceptions  by  which  it  is 
not  unfrequently  reprefented  as  the  prifon,  as  the 
dungeon  of  the  foul,  the  greateft  impediment  to  its 
perfeflion.  All  fuc^  reprefentations  are  the  offspring 
.  of  a  gloomy  and  repinipg  difpofition,  or  of  a  heated 
and  fanatical  imagination,  whkh  mifleads  the  man 
to  pretend  to  be  more  than  Jie  is  or  can  be,  and,  dif- 
fatisfied  with  *the  rank  affigned  him  by  his  maker, 
would  exalt  himfelf  into  a  totally  different  clafs  of 
beings.  Hence  it  is,  that  fenfual  defires  and  plea- 
fures  are  too  often  confounded  with  fuiful  defures 
and  pleafures  j  and  by  condemning  the  former  a$ 
well  ^s  the  latter,  the  body,  as  the  caufe  and  the  in^ 
ftrument  of  them,  is  confidered  as  fomething  vile 
and  detrimental  to  our  perfeftion.  No,  my  pious- 
hearers,  the  body,  at  leaft  in  our  prefent  ftate^  be- 
longs ais  eflentially  to  the  nature  of  man,  as  the  foulj 
and  the  conne£tion  of  both,  makes  man  to  be  what 

he 
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he  IS.  As  the  body,  without  the  foul,- would  not  be 
a  tnan,  but  a  machine  or  an  inanimate  organized 
fubftance ;  fo  the  foul,  Without  the  body,  would  not 
be  a  man,  but  a  fpirit  or  rather  a  fpiritual  beings 
whofe  thinking  faculty  could  probably  never  be  un^ 
folded  and  brought  forth  into  a£tion  without*  thia^ 
connedfion.  Thus  the  chriftian  doftrine,  that  hea- 
venly wifdom,  is  completely  confifteni  with  this  idea.  . 
It  always  confiders  man  as  man,  and  treats  him  as 
man,  as  a  compound  being,  and  not  as  fome  fpirit, 
confined  during  a  feries  of  years,  for  its  punifliment, 
to  this  earthly  fhell.  It  enjoins  us  indeed  to  go- 
vern our  body  and  our  fenfual  defires,  but  not  to 
defpife  the  former,  or  exterminate  the  latter.  It 
gives  us  to  e^peft,  after  this  life,  a  new,  but  a  more 
perfed  and  more  durable  cloathing  or  dwelling  than 
the  prefent ;  and  confoles  us,  not  fo  much  with  the 
hope  of  being  foon  delivered  from  this  body,  as  by: 
*the  affurance  that  we  fliall  receive  it  again  at  the  re- 
fun-cdion  of  the  dead,  or  that  from,  the  germ  lying 
concealed  in  it,  a  new  one,  more  glorious  and  incor^ 
ruptible  fhall;  expand  around  us.  — Neither  reafoii 
npf.  fcripture,  therefore,  command  us^  to  contemn 
our  body  and  its  welfare ;  but  we  are  taught  by  both 
to  prize  and  to  fejoice  in  the  health'  and  ftrength  of 
it  as  real  important  benefits  to  man,  as  an  eflimable 
prefent  of  divine  munificence.  ^ 

But,  if  it  be  fo  great  a  privilege,  fo  great  a  prefent, 
then  is  it  further  onr'duty,  on  one  hand,  to  avoid 
all  things  that  may  deprive  us  of  it,  or^difturb.us  in 

the 
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the  pofleffion  or  enjoymem  of  it  j  and,  on  the  othef, 
to  negleft  nothing  that  may  maintain  oi*  confirm  it# 
On  this  head  you  do  not  certainly  exped  me  to  givo^ 
particular  prefcriptions.  Every  perfon  muft  in  this 
le^eft  pay  attention  to  himfelf ;  obferve  the  noxi^ 
ous  or  falutary  ,eflfeds,  which  outward  things,  as  well 
as  inward  alterations  in  the  temper  of  his  mind,  have 
upon  his  body  and  his  health ;  compare  and  contrs^ 
together  his  bodily  fr^me,  his  faculties,  his  affairs, 
his  circumftances ;  and  then  conduft  himfelf  by  the 
judgements  arifing  from  repeated  and  careful  obfei^ 
vations  and  experiences.  We  muft  however,— and 
this  is  what,  as  a  teacher  of  religion,  I  ought  to  re- 
commend to  you,  and  can  with  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence recommend, — ^we  muft  cultivate  temperance, 
peace  of  mind,  and  confent ;  we  muft  follow  a  bufy, 
a  laborious,  and  innocent  life,  free  from  all  anxious 
and  unchriftian  cares :  we  muft  judge  of  the  good 
or  bad  condition  of  things,  of  their  utility  or  their 
hurtfiilnefs,  not  barely  fi-om  their  prefent  effeSs,  but 
from  their  future  confequences,  what,  fooner  or  later, 
they  may,  and  probably  will  produce ;  we  muft  lay 
it  down  as  an  inviolable  law,  never,  for  the  fake 
of  a  Ihort  prefent  pleafure,  to  run  the  hazard  of 
impairing  om:  health,  or  of  laying  the  foundation  of 
longer  fufferings  in  future,  or  of  continued  infirmity; 
fo  neither  muft  we  ever  ftiun  any  matter  merely  be- 
caufe  it  is  at  prelbit  difagreeable  and  difficult,  or 
lays  fome  reftraint  upon  us :  we  muft,  in  fine,  never 
forget  that  our  powers  are  circumfcribed,  that  we 

cannot 
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Cannot  exhauft  them  Without  detriment  and  danigef^ 
that  we  muft  deal  oeeonomically  with  them,  and  that 
we  fliali  always  be  able  to  execute  more  by  them,  if 
we  ufe  them  for  a  coniiderable  feries  of  years  with 
{)rudent  modo^on,  than  if,  by  a  too  ievere  and  sm- 
interrupted  exertion  of  therii,  we  fhotild  Ihortly -ren- 
der them  utterly  unferviceable. 

Again,  we  ttmft  not^  and  thk  is  a  third  duty  we 
have  to  obferve  in  this  refpeft, — we  muft  not  pam- 
per our  body,  not  kave  our  powers  td  ftagi^te  fot 
icar  of  exhaufUng  them ;  never  decline  any  duty  for  , 
fear  of  hurting  our  health ;  and,  if  we  do  but  lead  a 
temperate  and  regular  life^  we  need  not  frequently, 
not  anxiouily  dwell  on  all  the  poflible  conlequences 
of  every,  even  the  fmalkft  and  moft  indifferent  ac- 
tions of  life,' or  on  every  fcarcely  perceptible  altera^ 
tion  in  our  body.  Leaft  of  all  muft  we  be  fwayed 
by  this  timidity,  or  this  anxiety,  in  our  moral  con-i 
dud,  in  What  we  6w6  to  God  and  to  our  neighboun 
No ;  our  duty  muft  be  the  weightieft  of  all  weighty 
concerns.  This  we  muft  punftually  endeavour  to 
difcharge,  as  often  as  it  comes  in  our  way  and  we 
have  ability  for  it,  even  though  the  confequen^es  of 
it,  in  regard  to  our  health,  Ihould  not  always  be  the 
beft.  Thefe  confequences  we  muft  refignedly  leave 
to  God,  who  has  laid  thefe  duties  on  us,  and  lias 
given  us  power  and  opportunity  to  fulfil  diem,  and 
on  whofe  good  will  it  entirely  depends,  boW  long  or 
how  lh<^,  and  in  what  meafure  we  ^nay  promote 
bis  views  in  the  world,  and  the  benefit  of  our.  fellow* 

You  u  H  creatures. 
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craast^oesy  Eftioiabbr  su^  b»!di  and  life  msjr  be^  yet 
both  of  tbem  lofe  thdr  value,.  Y/besx  thejr  are  put* 
cha&d  by  an  i&tendosatyiolatibn  of  duty,  by  a  con- 
(ftj^atTariancewitb  tbemlIofG«d9.aiuiyfIierdEbi»^ 
at  the  ex^3ience  of  hi&  approbation  and  a  qokt.cooh' 
icience,  or  are  to  be  prefisrred  by  becoming  an  inac« 
live,  ufelefs,  or  even  xnoxioxia  member  of  fodet^ 
Evea  ia  diis  re^oft  inay  it  be  find,  "■  Whofoeveriwll 
^^  fave  his  life,''  by  the  fitioilke  of  his  comfdence  and  ' 
hi&  daty,  ^^  fluall  lofe  it ;  aad  who&ever  vnU  bfe  his 
**^  life  for  my  fafce^*^  for  the  frfifi:  of  integrity  and  w^ 
ke^^^ihallfindit.** 

This  is  the  rational,  t^  dirifliian  concern  fear  oin: 
health  y  a  concern  that  k  adeqpiate  to  the  great  valuis 
©f  it.  l£vrt  would  fiilfii  our  duty  in  this  refpcft,.  we 
twaA  taite  the  chriftian.  dodriae.  to  our  aiBfta&c& 
It  is  in  aoi  extraordinary  mani}«r  ad^^xted  to  &cHitate 
oiir  performanfCe  of  it,  aiid  to  promote  our  hap(»ne& 
alfa  in  this  reg^d.  A  few,  fhort  obfervatioas  -^B 
fet  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt. 
,  The  great  conmaand  of  the  ehriftian  dodrine  is 
Iqye,  lave  twrards  GckI  2tod  man*  On  this  it  groui^ 
aU  oixr  duties ;  ^  on  this  it  buiUs  our  whple  fdicsty. 
If  then  we  faithfully  2q)ply  ourfeLves  to  Ais  irq^unfldoncj 
if  we  are  fincerely  animated  by  tove  t©  God  and  all 
mankind :  the  health  of  our  body  mufl  neceflarily 
gain  greatly  by  it.  For,^  as  envy,  hatred,,  angcr^  na* 
lice,  and  revenge,,  are  not  only  ruinous  to  our  fpirit^ 
but  deflru^Hve  to  our  body  ;  fo  ate.  love,  IdndaBfe* 
gentlenefs,v  peaceaUends  and   friendihipy  benefi*^ 

cial 
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caal  aoid  chearin^  to  them  both»    A^  any  bafe  and 
tiolent  paffion,,  like  a  fliarp  potfon^  excites  diforder 
and  diftuxbance  in  the  htunan  francie^  by  fetting  not 
only  the  thoughts^  but  likewife  the  blood  and  vitat 
i^nrits  in  the  t&ok  hurtful  commotidny  and  keeping 
iliesi^  as.  it  were,  in  a  conftant  fermentation :  fo^  on 
the  contrary^  the  g^tatl^.and  hutnane  difpofitions  of 
benevoieiice  and  love,  produce  peace  and  tranquil-^ 
Kty,  regularity  and  hahhdny  m  the  body  as  well  aa 
the  foul  ^  alldw  no  inordinate  emodon  to  fwtH  into 
.  VidiaK^e,  but  diffufe  life  and  joy ^  like  a  precious  oint^* 
ment,  over  all  the  htnnan  creature.  —-And  love  to* 
wank  God,  my  dear  brethren,  how  beneficial,  how 
&lutary  muft  it  l£kewi£e  be  in  tins  refpeQ !     If  wa 
meditate  upon  him  with  &  fteady  complacency,  with 
delight  and  filial  confidence  ^  If  we  conftantly  rejoicd 
HI  his  bounty,  and,  in  all  the  good  we  have  and  do 
and  e»joy,  are  ever  perceiving  and  feeling  frefh  tefli* 
to^es  of  his  fatherly  providence  j  if  we  revere  Wg 
hand  in  all  that  happens,  as  the  hand  of  the  wife  and 
gracious  parent  of  the  univerfe  j   if  we  never  forget 
that  welive  under  his  guardianfiiip  and  infpe&ibn | 
if  we  expeft  of  him  only  good,  and  what  We  are 
convinced  muft  be  the  bed  for  us  J  — '  and  he  whd 
loves  God  does  all  this  5— how  much  courage,  how 
much  life  and  jo^  muft  it  not  mfufe  into  our  frame ! 
From  how  many  corrocKng  cares,  from  how  many 
afiadous  troubles,  inuft  not  this  fecure  UsS    liovf 
'  B&of  kinds  of  fear  and  terror  muft  this  remove  from 
ua !    How  v^  much  muft  it  alleviate  the  afl9ii£tion9 
H  a  .      axld 
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and  troubles  of  life !  —  And  who  does  not  percehre 
what  a  falutary  influence  all  this  muft  have  on  the 
prefervation  of  our  faculties,  the  chearfulnefs  and  the 
health  of  mankind  ? 

ChrifKan  love,  moreover,  inculcates  temperance 
smd  moderation.  Not  only  temperance  in  regard  to 
easting  and  drinking,  and  all  other  kinds  of  fenfuali 
pleafure ;  but  moderation  alfo  in  regard  of  omi  dc- 
fires  and  endeavours  after  riches  and  honour,  after 
Gonfequence  and  authority,  and  other  external  tkfiran- 
tages.  It  teaches  us  not  to  look  upon  thefe  things 
as  our  fupreme  felicity,  not  as  nec^flary  and  indif* 
penfable  parts  of  our  happinefs,  not  as  the  ultimate 
aim  of  our  endeavours :  and  if  we  wifh  for  them  and 
feek  them,  yet  our  defires  fhould  never  become  paf- 
fions,  nor  our  endeavours  be  accompanied  by  reftlefc 
anxiety. .  To  whom  is  it  not  apparent^  how  advan- 
tageous fuch  a  moderation  mufl  be  to  man  in  regard 
to  his  health?  If  the  mah,  who,  with  a  pallidnate 
ardour^  ftrives  after  riches  and  honours,  or  other ' 
tranfitory  goods,  foon  exhaufls  his  flrength  ;  if  he 
lofe  his  temper  on  meeting  with  any  difappointment, 
any  unexpected  obflacle,  any  triumph  of  his  adver- 
fary  or  competitor,  puts  his  blood  in  a  feverift  heat, 
or  refigns  himfelf  to  a  dark  and  gloomy  defpondency, 
which,  like  a  fubtile  poifon,  undermines  his  health : 
yet  he  who  cultivates  chriflian  moderation  is  un* 
moved ;  requires  nothing  impoilible  in  his  circum* 
ftances  and  his  fituation ;  is  not  furprifed  at  the  op^ 
pdfition  he  meets  with  to  his.  endeavours  y  refigns 
it      .    .  '  the 
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ihe  iffuc  of  them  to  God  and  to  his  wife  decrees ; 
and  havii^g  learnt  with  the  apoftle,  in  the  fchool  of 
Jefus,  how  to  fuffer  want,  and  how  to  abound,  and 
withal  to  be  content,  the  repofe  of  his  nnnd  may  in- 
deed at  times  be  ruffled,  but  never  entirely  Seftroyed; 
at  times  he  may  feel  (Ironger,  inordinate  emotions 
and  fenfations,  but  they  will  never  fweH  into  ungo« 
vemable  and  deftruftiye  paffions. — And  how  many 
<langers  does  he  not  dius  avoid,  in  regard  to  his 
health  and  his  life ! 

The  chrilUan  dodrine  excites  its  followers  to  chear* 
fidnefs,  and  fupplies  them  with  the  beft  motives 
thereto.  It  frees  them  from  all  needlefs  cares,  and 
inipires  them  with  a  refolute  coufage.  It  teaches 
the^n  to  be  fatisfied  with  God,  with  themfelves,  witji 
Ae  w>rld,  with  the  ftate  which  God  has  affigned 
them ;  it  accuftoms  them  to  fix  their  attention  more 
upon  the  good  tha^  ^ippn  the  evil  that  is  in  the  world 
and  amongft  mankind,  and  to  aijoy  all  the  good 
they  can  whenever  and  wherever  and  with  whomfo- 
«ver  they  find  it ;  and  this  keeps  their  intelleft  dear, 
and  opens  to  them,  on  all  jKdes,  fources  of  fenfations 
as  innocent  and  virtuous  as.  they  are  full  of  joy. 
Now,  alk  the  phyfician  how  much  fuch  a  flate  of 
mind  and  temper  contributes  to  the  nuuntenance  or 
reftoration  of  health  and  flrength.  He  will  tell  you, 
that  in  moft  cafes,  what  his  whole  art  has  not  been 
able  to  effefl:  in  many  years,  ferenity  of  mind  and 
chearfubiefs  of  temper  has  brought  to  pafs  in  a  few 
months  or  fewer  days. 

H  3  'The 
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tThe  chiiftkm  do^rip^  ghr^  us,  in  fliort,  hopes  not 
^f$  great  than  certain  in  regard  to  futurity.  It  pro* 
ynifes  U6  the  aiTiftance  and  protedion  pf  the  Almighty 
in  whatever  csui  befall  u&^  It  opens  tio  us  the  faireft 
pofpeds  in  a  belter,  an  everduring  life  after  deaths 
ther^oFe  derives  diis  enemy  of  his  terrors,  and  aL* 
leviales  to  us  every  misfortune  and  d^Aer  by  tfa« 
expe^atioii  of  a  felicity,  which  will  fatisJy  ?tU  our 
defires,  and  more  than  make,  up  for  all  wants  ao4 
fufFerings  j  and  no  difpofition  of  the  foul,  according 
to  the  befl  judges  of  hitman  naturjp,  is  fo  adapted  to 
the  fupport  of  our  faculties  and  health,  as  hope^ 
which  k  not  counteraded  or  diminifiied  by  any  anx« 
ious  doubts,  as  chearful  profpeds  ^o  futurity,  pa 
which  the  man  fiirmly  rejies. 

Conclude  from  all  this,  how  comfortable  the  fhrif* 
tbn  dodrine  is,  Perfiaps  you  hav?  feldom  refle&ed 
on  the  vaft  influence  it  may  have  on  your  bodily 
health*  And  yet  nothing  is  more  certain.  Nay,  it 
renders  the  whole  man,  I  mean  the  man  whole  fpirit 
is  animated  and  governed  by  k,  k  renders  him  tbio 
roughly  happy  in  body  ai^d  foul,  both  m  the  }»:eient 
and  the  future  world.  Oh,  let  this  cpi^rm  and 
firengthen  you  in  efleem  and  love  for  that  divine 
dodrmc  to  which  you  are  indeed  for  it.  Make 
yioiuielves  more  and  more  ^acquainted  with  its  maxr 
ims,  whidi  exalt  the  foul,  comfort  Ae  heart,  and 
perfe£l  the  entire  man ;  follow  its  precepts,  which 
all  tend  to  your  happiness,  more  igrmly  and  faithi&dly. 
lj§t  the  lov^  of  God  and  lUcga  a|?ide  and  predominate 

in 
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yo\x }  exCTcife  yourfelv^  in  chriftian  moderation ; 

^^vour  to  kindle  and  improve  in  you,  by  a  right    ' 

^iy  of  thinking,  by  an  innocent  and  virtuous  life,  a 

fettled  and  chearfiil  confidence ;  fix  your  hopes  ever 

more  ftrongly  on  a  blefled  immortality,  and  learn  to 

enjoy  your  future  happinefe  by  anticipation :  fo  will 

^  you  afluredly  promote  the  health  and  ftrength  of  your 

body,  as  well  as  the  health  and  ftrength  of  your  foul, 

remove  a  thoufand  dangers  and  calamities  fi-om  you, 

be  lels  fenfible  to  the  unavoidable  inconveniences  and 

troubles  of  life,  much  more  fully  enjoy  its  fatisfec- 

tiom  and  pleafures,  and  in  all  reipe^  be  happy. 


H4 
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The  Value  of  Riches, 


/^  GOD!  creator  an4  prefervdr  jof  all  things^ 
from  thee  proceeds  all  good,  and  all  that  prpr 
cccds  from  thee  is  good  rr- has  the  advancement,  of 
our  perfedion  and  happinefs  in  yiey?  i  Jo  this  end 
thou  difpenfeft  riches  and  poverty,  abundance  and 
want  in  very  various  and  manifold  proportions* 
Some  of  thy  children  thou  fetteft  as  guardians  and 
monitors  over  the  others ;  tp  &me  tho^  (coi^mitteft 
much,  to  others  little  of  thy  goods ;  that  all  may 
mutually  give  and  mutually  receive,  each  according 
to  tKe  talent  thdu  haft  imparted  to  hip  i  that  there- 
by the  whole  of  thy  large  houfehold  upon  earth  may 
be  as  well  educated  and  as  happy,  as  it  at  prefent 
can  be.  We  humbly^adori?  thy  wife  bounty,  o  mer- 
<iftj  Father,  and  defire  to  revere  thee,  vnih  entire 
refignation  and  content,  even  whoi  we  c^mnot  friUy 

-     -   comprehend 
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comprehend  thy  ordinances  and  difpenfadons.  Only 
teach  us,  we  ^leartily  implore  thee,  only  teach  us  to 
employ  for  the  teft  what  thou  thinkeft  fit  to  entrust 
us  with,  be  it  little  or  much,  to  look  conftantly  in 
the  ufe  of  it  to  thee  and  tb  thy  will,  and  never  to 
for^qC  |hs^  we  are  not  proprietors  but  ilewards  of  thy 
bounties.  Let  us  to  that  end  thoroughly  ftudy  the 
value  and  the  appointi^ent  of  terreftrial  things  and 
conftantly  hold  them  for  what  they  are,  and  what 
they  particularly  fliould  be  to  us,  Aat  we  may  never 
more  h^hly  prize  them,  never  be  more  ftrongly  atr 
tached  to  them,  never  jnore  vehemently  ijsek  them, 
^an  they  deferve.  To  the  ^rtherance  of  thefe  de- 
figns,  blefs  the  obfervations  we  now  intend  to  ddiver. 
Let  us  clearly  and  with  conviction  difcem  the  truth, 
;aid  let  it  become  in  us  a  fource  of  good  difpofitions 
and  a6Hons.  We  offer  Up  our  petitions  to  thee  in 
this  "behalf  in  the  nam^e  of  Jefus  Chrift,  oiur  Lord, 
^d  farther  call  upon  thee,  as  he  voD^hfafed  to  teacli 
1^;  Our  father,  &c. 
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LUKE   xH.    15* 

A  Blanks  life  confiftcth  not  in  the  abundtliee  of  the  thin^ 
which  he  pofiefliBdi. 

THE  judgemwts  pafled  on  the  value  of  rkhe$ 
have  been  in  all  times  and  are  ftill  v^  various; 
as  different  as  the  perceptions,  the  d^ofitions,  the 
drcumftances,  the  wants>  and  the  views  of  ntoi. 
With  one  man  riches  are  every  thing ;  with  another 
notWng :  to  the  former  they  are  the  tjioft  effcntial, 
the  mod  excellent  good ;  to  the  latter  a  contempt- 
ible fpurious  good :  to  thofc  l3ie  means  of  happincfe 
•—nay,  happinefs  itfdf ;  to  thefe  the  way  to  perdi- 
tion, the  fource  of  cares  and  mifery.  Some  maintain 
the  moft  ftrenuous  endeavour  after  riches  to  be  a 
worthy  and  an  honourable  employment ;  others 
think  they  fliould  leffen  and  degrade  themfelves  by 
the  purfuit  of  them.  The  former  have  the  votes  of 
the  greateft  part  of  mjlnkind  in  their  favour ;  while 
the  latter  have,  indeed,  all  the  moralifts  on  their  fide^ 
but  very  few  of  the  other  defcription$  of  men.  They 
are  both  in  the  wrong.  The  one  fort  attribute  too , 
much  to  riches ;  and  the  other  afcribe  to  them  too 
little  value.  The  one  turns  what  only  is  and  can  be 
a  means  to  happinefs,  into  happinefs  itfelf ;  and  the 
other  confounds  riches  with  avarice^  or  wiA  their 

abufe^ 
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abufe.  Mankind,  in  judging  of  the  real  value  of 
rid^,  have  generally  beheld,  ?uid  they  ftill  occaiion* 
illy  behold,  riches  merely  in  the  view  of  poffeffion 
aad  not  in  the  ufe  of  them  j  and,  then  the  fSsvePC 
inoralift  who  totally  rejefl;?  them,  is  xijidoubtedly 
jEoore  in  the  right  than  his  opponent. 

In  our  days  the  value  of  riches,  in  this  rcfpeSj 
namdy,  in  r^rd  to  pofleflion  and  ufe,  is  otherwiie 
and  generally  better  eftimated,  than  it  was  on  the 
whole,  twenty,  or,  perhaps,  ten  years  ago  *.  It  hap. 
pens  now,  comparatively,  but  feldom,  that  riches  are 
amafled  merely  for  the  fake  of  amafling,  that  men 
ftrive  to  be  rich,  only  that  they  may  be  rich,  accu^ 
mulate,  merely  that  they  may  poifefs  muclu  At  pre^ 
feat  all  are  incjined  to  enjoy,  all  make  ufe  of  thdr 
property  or  their  wesdth ;  and  in  all  probability,  if 
Ae  jffefent  tafte  continues,  fome  tWity  or  forty  years 
b«ice,  very  few  inunenfely  rich  perfons  will  be  feen 
among  us.  J\t  any  rate,  the  prefent  is  the  fmaller 
€rror  of  die  two.  Enjoyment  is  better  than  poffet 
fion.  A  moderstfe  property  that  a  man  makes  ule 
of,  is  better  than  a  greater  unemployed.  But  ^very 
kind  of  enjoyment  and  ufe  is  not  equally  innocent ; 
every  one  is  not  worthy ;  only  one  is  the  right.  — 
And  then  likewife  this  judgement  of  the  value  of 
pches,  however  juft  it  ^lay  be,  is  not  therefore  Com- 
plete. We  muft  confider  them,  not  only  in  regard 
to  po&flion  and  enjoyment,  but  alfo  to  their  acqui- 

*  Thi^  fermon  was  preached,  about  the  year  1780. 
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Ction ;  not  barely  attend  to  their  influence  cm^our 
outward  circumftances,  but  likewife  to  their  influencer 
on  our  natural  and  moral  perfection ;  and  then  pafs 
judgement  on  them,  not  merely  according  to  'what 
they  are  ia,refpe£t  to  us,  but  in  refpeft  to  others  and 
to  the  community  at  large.  And  this  we  will  now 
endeavour  to  do.  We  will  firft  accurately  examiae 
ind  afcertain  the  value  of  riches ;  and  then  4^uce 
ibme  confequences  from  it.        * 

Our  Saviour  gives  us  in  the  text  the  *true  principle 
for  afcertaining  the  value  of  riches.  *'  A  man's  life 
Gonfifteth  not,"  fays  he,  "  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  poffeffeth.^*  That  is.  No  one  will 
be  happy  merely  becaufe  he  is  rich.  And  yet,  fuch 
numbers  of  perfons,  perhaps  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, think  that  nothing,  abfolutely  nothing  but  riches 
is  wanting  to  make  them  happy  ?  But  Jefus  knew 
mankind  tmd  th^  wants  much  better  than  they  com- 
monly do  themfelves.  To  be  happy,  it  is  neceflary 
that  we  fliould  have  a  found  and  right  underftand* 
ing,  a  well-regulated,  pious,  contented  heart ;  and 
he  that  poileiTes  fuch  a  mind  and  fuch  a  heart,  is 
happy,  be  he  poor,  or  be  he  rich  •,  and  he  to  whom 
thefc  are  wanting,  can  never  be  happy,  even  though 
he  abound  in  dll  manner  of  plenty.  We  will  not, 
however,  confine  ourfelveS  at  prefent  merely  to  this 
declaration,  however  true  and  important  it  be,  but 
cudeayour  to  form  perfpicuous  ideas  of  the  natiu-e 
and  condition  of  the  whole  matter. 

Riches, 
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Riches,  confidered  in  and  of  themfclves,  ^thout 
^regard  to  their  ufe,  have  no  value  whatever.  Thia 
is  clear  to  every  refle6Ung  pcrfon.  What  would  it 
avail  me,  who  at  the  utmoft  can  only  hope  to  live  fe- 
Tenty  or  eighty  years  in  the  world,  if  I  could  heap  to- 
gether and  Ip.y  up  in  fafe  cuftody  fo  great  a  flock  of 
provifions,  of  raiment  of  every  kind,  of  the  imple- 
ments of  conveniency  and  pleafure,  as  in  the  fpace 
of  two  or  more  centuries  I  could  neither  confume, 
nor  ufe,  nor  enjoy  ?  .  Suppofe  now  money,  gold  and 
filver,  inthe  ftead  of  thofe  provifions,  thofe  cloaths, 
and  thofe  inftrumcnts  of  conveniency  and  pleafure  ; 
will  they  have  acquired  at  greater  value  becaufe  I 
have  changed  them  into  metal  ?  Is  this  metal  any 
thing  but  the  mark  or  token  of  my  pretenfions  on  fo 
much  provifion,  cloaths,  aijid  the  implements  of  con- 
veniency or  plesrfurc  ?  And  is  not  the  token  as  in- 
fignificant  to  me  as  the  materials  themfelves,  if  I  do 
not  or  cannot  ufe  them  ?  ^"Should  I  not  be  in  the 
lame  fituation  as  a  man  who  would  have  daily  an 
hmidred  dilhes  placed  before  him  at  table,  all  pre- 
pared and:  kept  for  him  alone,  and  yet  could  only 
dine  on  pne,  and  that  a  little  one  ?  or  in  the  fituation 
of  a  man  who  poiTefled  a  himdred  convenient  and 
Jpaciou$  manfions  of  his  own  property,  and  yet  could 
only  dwell  in  one  ? — ^This  then  is  a  plain  proof,. that 
riches,  without  regard  to  the  ufe  of  them,  are  no- 
tfuag }  deferve  not  the  fmalleft  eftimation,  nor  are 
worth  the  leaft  endeavours  to  obtain.  And  on  this 
jfide  muil  the  generality  of  moral^fls,  antient  and 

modem. 
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jmodeni^  have  confidered  thenl,  when  they  pro* 
notmced  them  to  be  only  fpurious  goods,  and  exL* 
joined  then:  difciples  to  defpife  than  altogether,  dr 
io  fadiold  them  with  the  utmoft  indifference* 

But  there  is  undoul^edly  another  and  a  better 
fide^  hereon  they  appear  a  real  bkfling,  or  as  the 
means  for  procuring  us  true  and  permanent  bkffings;. 
a  fide  on  which  they  deferve  the  efteem  and  mode'* 
rate  endeavours  of  the  wife  man,  and  even  by  the 
chriilian  need  not  to  be  \vdd  indifferent.  On  this 
fide  "wt  will  now  confider  them,  for  fixing  their  real 
value,.  We  will  fee  what  they  are  and  may  be  in 
refped  to  their  poffefibr,  and  wiiat  in  refpeO:  to  the 
whole  conununity* 

hi  regard  to  their  poffefibr,  riches  that  have  been 
earned  have  a  greater  value  than  thofe  obtained  by 
inheritance*  I  pre-fuppofe  that  the  man  has  acqttir^ 
them  by  lawful  means,  without  wounding  his  pcm^ 
fcience,  or  negledting  his  higher  duties ;  and  that  he 
has  procured  them  not  by  one  or  a  few  fortunate  csu> 
iualties,  ^but  by  a  regular  and  continued  induftry* 
He  that  has  acquired  riches  by  "this  jneans,  cannoc 
but  have  more  or  kis  promoted  his  real  intrmiic 
Ipiritual  perfeflion  thereby ;  and  in  the  very^obtsdn^ 
ing  of  them  has  found  an  actual  and  kiting. benefit^ 
without  any  regard  to  the  pofleffion  of  enjoyment  oS 
thcnu  For^  while  dms  procuring  riches  he  unfolds 
and  exerdfes  his  mental  faculties,  employe  imd 
flxcngAens  them.  The  bufinefs  he  carries  on  j  <he 
plans  he  &nns  j   the  experim^ti  he  makes ;    th^ 

conneOioag 
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cdoneSioRS  he  enters  into  with  others^  and  vrloach 
diey  maintaixiwitlihim;.  the  favourable  or  onfavoor* 
able  circuQaiilances  that  arife;  the  various  di^iddtion^ 
of  the  perfons  vfith  whoia  he  has  to  do ;  the  multi* 
£ndous  revolutions  in  tafte  and  fafhion,  fomedmes 
adiraiUBgeot:^^  and  fometimeg adverfe  to  him;  thC; 
fiiddea  and  unexpefted  turns  tibzit  certain  things  and 
bufinefles  take  ;  -the  dangers  which  threaten  him:;; 
Ae  de&ghtlut  profpeds  that  open  to  his  view  y  the 
firequent  chsuiges  of  fortune,  agnd  the  uncertainty  of 
aU  human  affairs :  all  tbde  excite  obfenration,  reflec* 
^on,  attention,  confideration,  ingenuity,  forefighr, 
€Ourag(?,  fortitude,  difcemment  of  charader^  and 
i3K)wIedge  of  the  world*  He  muft  ccmpare  ai  huns- 
Aed  and  a  hundred  things  of  various  kinds  together, 
coml»ne  them^  and  never  lofe  than  from  his  fight* 
Be  nxuft:  lay  plans,  execute  them  as  tiame  and  appoi>« 
tunity  ferve,  aher  them,  contrad,.  extend,  and  leave 
tbem  to  their  courfe ;  he  maifl  keq)  his  eye  at  once 
iMftthe  paft,  t&c  prefoit,  and  the  futmv;  mufl:  now 
noik  -without  vifible  profit,  now  fmrpo&fy  fufier  Ids, 
that  he  may  thereby  affure  himfelf  of  greater  adran* 
tagecorgain  herea&er;  mufi  now  retreat,  and  now 
ftamL ftiUf  now  refblve  on  die  fpot^  and  then  deHU 
berate  wanLy  ;  now  repair  paft.  errors^  and  then  be- 
vare  of  fi:efli  mifl!ake&  AsuA  what  a  diverfity  of 
menlad  ^certk>na  does  not  ajll  this  require!  How 
much  more  intelligent,  prudent;  confiftrnt,  acute, 
md  confiderate,  mufl  he  be^  how  much  grea:tef 
knowledge:  faolJi  dE  men  and  thinga  muft  he  ixot  have, 
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who  has  been  twenty,  thirty,  or  more  years  in  acqmr^ 
ing  riches,  and  that  by  the  more  important  and  dif* 
ficult  kinds  of  bufinefs !  J  fa^y  how  much  farther 
mud  not  he  be  advanced  iir  all  thefe  refpeds,  than- 
he  would  have  been,  if  he  had  pafled  all  this  time 
in  idlenefs,  or  had  only  earned  a  bare  f^bfiftence  by 
an  eafy  and  flight  employment  [  And  if  he  be  at 
die  fame  time  a  virtitous  and  pious  man,  what  oppor- 
tunities aiid  triak  and  exercifes  of  fincerity,  of  fide-^ 
lity,  of  equity,  of  philanthropy,  of  generofity,  of 
beneficence,  of  integrity,  of  moderation,  of  eonfbm- 
cy,  of  difcredon,  and  of  do^fidence  in  God,  muft  he 
not  have  had  all  this  time,  which^  in  the  oppofite 
cafe,  he  could  not  have  bad.;*  and  how  much  muft 
he  not  thus  be  ftrengthened  and  confirmed  in  all 
thefe  virtues !  Certainly  the  acquiring  of  his  wealth 
muft  have  been  of  great  and  real  value  to  him ;  and 
if,  through  fome  unavoidable  accidents,  he  fhould 
happen  to  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  induftry,  yet  will  his 
principal  adirantages  ftill  remain  to  him;  he  wilh 
dxereby  have..|>rQmoted  his  fpiiitual  perfe&ion  for  all 
future  times. 

But  if  the  proper  acquifidon  of  riches  be  an  excellent 
means  for  the  expanfion  and  exercife  of  our  Cental 
faculdes }  the  legitimate  ufe  and  the'  prudent  em^ 
ployment  of  riches,  once  acquired,  is  not  lefs  fo,  and 
thereby  alfo  they  become  of  real  value  in  regard  to 
the  poifeflbr.  What  advantage,  what  zGtasl  and 
lafUng  advantage,  may  they  not  fecure  him>  if  he 
employ  them  in  a  wife  and  chriflian  maimer !  '  How 
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ihany  means  of  inftrufUon,  and  mental  pleafure, 
may  they  not  procure  him,  which  otherwife  he  miifl; 
abfolutdy  forego!  How  much  time  may  not  he 
employ  in  the  cultivation  of  ^his  mind,  in  the  aug- 
mentation of  his  knowledge,  in  4Jie  improvemejit  of* 
his  tafte,  in  the  amendment  of  his  heart,  wliich  he 
would  be  otherwife  obliged  to  confume  in  hard,  fa- 
tiguing, difpiriting,  and  fervile  labours !  .  How  many 
inftrufti^  c;onverfations  may  he  not  have  with  wife 
and  good  men,  to  whom  otherwife  •  he  probably 
could  never  gain  accefs  !  How  many  conveniences 
arid  fatisfaftions  of  domeftic  and  focial  life  may  he 
not  enjoy,  which  otherwife  he  could  not !        ^ 

And  what  fliall  I  fay  of  the  pleafures  of  benefi; 
cence  ?  What  a  value  does  not  that  confer  on  riches 
to  him- who  knows  how  to  employ  them  aright! 
How  much  more  comfort  and  help  and  life  and  joy 
may  not  he  fprestd  around  him !  How  many  more 
tears  wipe  away  from  the  eyes  of  the  poor  and  n^edy! 
Hov/  much  often^r  be  fight  to  the  blind,  feet  to  the 
lame,  a  father  to  the  orphan,  and  a  fupport  to  the 
yddow  1  How  much  more  frequently  may  he  fupply  , 
the  place  of  Jefus,  tjie  helper  and  faviour  of  men^ 
among  his  brethren !  How  much  more  fubftantially 
may  he  encourage  and  fupport  ufefalinftitutions  for 
the  public  good,  than  if  he  were  neceflitous  himfelFj 
or  confined  to  the  fupply  of  his  o\yn  perfonal  wants ! 
And  if  he  may  do  this,  and  adually  does  it,  and  has 
a  heart  to  feel  the  charms' of  doing  good,  how  dear, 
how  eftimable  muft  not  his  riches  be  to  him,  as  often 
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as  he  employs  them  to  fuch  noble  purpofes !  What 
a  fource  of  felicity,  of  pure  human  and  godlike  joy, 
muft  not  they  then  prove  to  him,  whereas  otherwife, 
if  he  left  them  imufed,  or  even  mifemployed  them 
in  folly  and  vice,  they  would  not  have  the  fmallpft 
worth! 

In  fhort,  my  pious  hearers,  riches  have,  in  another 
point  \>f  view,  a  very  great  value  in  regard  of  their 
poffeffor,  only,  however,  in  regard  to  the  beft  and 
worthieft  of  fuch  as  have  them.  To  them  they  are 
the  means  to  perfed  independency,  and  thereby  to 
freedom  of  judgement  concerning  truth  and  falfci* 
hood,  right  and  wrong,  honour  -  and  fliame ;  the 
laewis  to  a  firm  and  manly  behaviour  towards  high 
and  low,  fuperiors  and  inferiors ;  a  means  of  fup- 
porting  and  promoting,  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
The  lefs  a  man  is  concerned  about  his  own  fupport 
and  advancement  in  the  world,  the  lefs  his  outward 
circumftances  depend  on  the  approbation  and  opni- 
ons  of  others ;  the  more  he  can  facrifice  and  part 
with  of  his  own  fortune  without  becoming  poor,  or 
fuffering  want :  fo  much  the  lefs  temptation  has  he 
to  flatter  others,  to  debafe  himfelf  before  tlie  great 
and  mighty  by  any  cringing  deportment,  implicitly 
to  fubfcribe  to  their  judgements,  or  court  their  favour 
by  criminal  compliance  or  fervile  obedience :  fo 
much  the  more  freely  may  he  think  and  determine 
for  himfelf,.folIow  his  own  perceptions,  his  own  feel- 
ings, and  his  own  inclinations ;  fo  miich  the  mere  is 
he  able  to  fupport  the  feeble,  to  comfort  the  weary, 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   VALUE   OF   RlCHEd.  tl^ 

tod  to  relieve  the  bppreffed ;  fo  much  the  more 
boldly  can  he  take  the  part  of  the  we^k,  the  forlorn, 
the  oppreffed  ;  fo  much  the  more  impreflively  defend  . 
the  innocent ;  fo  much  the  more  courageoufly  with- 
{land  the  abufe  of  power,  the  wiles  of  artifice,  the 
attacks  and  the  confederacies  of  the  wicked ;  fo 
much  the  lefs  need  he  hefitate  to  controvert  prevail 
ing. prejudices,  abufes,  and  follies,  arid  to  diftinguifh 
himfelf  from  others  by  an  inviolable  love  of  truth 
and  integrity,  by  a  free  and  impartial  eftimation  of 
men  and  things,  and  by  a  ftriO:,  or,  if  you  pleafe  to 
call  it  fo,  an  auftere  courfe  of  virtue.  —  Happy,  Ve* 
fpeftable  people,  who  thUs  employ  their  wealth,  on 
whofe  principles  and  condud  it  has  this  eflfeft !  To 
them  it  is  a  very  eftimable  gift  of  Providence ;  to  them 
it  is  affuredly  of  a  great  and  never^hding  value ! 

But  riches  unqueftionably  are  of  great  value  in  re* 
fpeflk  of  the  whole  community  at  large ;  that  is,  it  is 
ufeful  and  profitable  to  fociety,  that  what  are  called 
the  goods  of  fortune  fhould  not  be  diftributed  in 
equal  parts  among  the  members  of  it,  but  that  fome 
ihould  poffefs  a  fuperfluity  of  them.  The  wealth 
that  is  not  fuflfered  to  lie  idle,  but  is  either  employed 
in  acquiring  more,  or  is  difperfed  abroad  and  kq)t  in 
circulation,  increafes  the  flock  of  life  and  aflivity 
among  mankind.  It  promotes  the  induftry,  the  ap* 
plicadon  and  the  diligence  of  the  whole  community* 
Here  it  calls  forth  mechanical,  and  there  mental 
powers,  to  the  advancement  of  the  general  goodt 
To  thefe  it  is  an  mcitement  and  means  to  the  difco- 
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very  of  ufeful  and  agreeable  things ;  while  it  fur^ 
niflies  an  cppoctimity  to  thofe  for  ingenious  imitatipns 
and  improvements  of  the  materials  of  conveniehcy 
and  pleafure  already  difcovered. 

The  more  rich  members  and  men  of  property  any 
fociety  has,  fo  much  the  lefs  has  the  hufbandman, 
the  artificer,  the  artift,  the  merchant,  or  the  fcholar, 
to  fear  left  his  labour  fhould  be  in' vain ;  fo  much 
the  more  encouragement  h^ve  they  all  to  purfue  their 
works  with  joy,  to  exert  their  talents  and  dextaity 
to  the  utmoft,  and  to  carry  their  workmanfliip  and 
commerce  to  the  higheft  poflible  perfedtion. 

By  riches  many  of  the  pleafures  and  tonveniences 
of  life  are  rendered  more  common ;  the  tafte  is  re- 
fined for  what  is  beautiful,  folid,  and  good^  the 
ftock  of  ufeful  knowledge  is  increafed ;  the  rough- 
nefs  of  mannera  is  foftened  ;  and  all  thefe  advanta- 
ges extend  themfelves  gradually  farther  and  wider 
even  among  thofe  ranks  and  clafles  of  men  which 
are  not  rich,  but  are  yet  capable  of  greater  improve- 
ment and  a  pleafanter  mode  of  exiftcnce. 

By  riches  various  nation?  and  countries,  fome  near 
and  fome  remote,  are  more  clofely  connected  toge- 
ther. They  have  more  communication  with  each 
other,  can  mutually  impart  theif  goods  and  produce, 
the  fruits  of  their  induftry,  the  works  of  art,  the  light 
of  the  fciences,  and  a  thoufand  things  which  pronK>te 
their  perfedtion  and  happinefs ;  whereas  otherwife 
every  nation,  every  country,  every  individual  woul4 
be  confined  to  what  his  own  foil,  his  own  induftry, 
,    if  hia 
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las  own  flock  of  talents  and  powers,  were  able  to 
produce.  By  the  circulation  of  wealth,  therefore^ 
every  one  works  for  all,  and  all  for  every  one  ;  and 
hence  the  produ6b  of  the  moft  diftant  regions,  the 
works  and  ^lanufaQ:ures  of  the  remoteft  nations,  the 
thoughts  and  perception$  of  thp  wife  and  learned  of 
countries  feparated  by  the  largeft  continents  or  feas^ 
are  exchanged,  bartered,  propagated,  multiplied, 
wrought  up,  and  produce  on' every  fide,  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree,  in  one  manner  or  another,  life,  afti*^ 
yity,  pleafure,  joy,  knowledge,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
good.^ 

How  fnany  difficult,  but  important  and  'ufeful 
matters,  in  fhort,  could  neither  he  undertaken,  nor 
completed,  without  the  help  of  riches-!  matters,  in 
the  undertaking  of  which  a  man  mufl  venture  much, 
in  the  profecution  of  them  mufl  labour  long  without 
profit  or  reward,  which  mufl  be  bothf  begun  arid  ex- 
ecuted in  the  bare  hope  of  a  future,  far  diftant,  and 
uncertain  benefit !  How  many  good  eflablifhments  • 
would  never  have  been  brought  to  effeO:,  how  many 
produds  of  nature  would  never  haye  been  wrought 
up,  how  many  works  of  art^  never  completed,  how 
many  kinds  of  indufljy  never  difcovered  or  purfued, 
how  many  branches  of  commerce  never  cultivated 
Vid  rendered  flourifhing,  if  fociety  had  contained  no 
wealthy  members,  who,  from  benevolence  towards 
their  brethren,  or  even  from  felf-interefl,  from  ambi- 
tion, from  an  uncommon  degree  of  a£Hvity,  had  not 
undertaken  and  promoted  fuch  things,  and  been  able 
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to  employ  and  devote  confiderable  fums  to  the  plarii 
ning  and  commencing,  the  prpfecutipn  and  cpmple-f 
tion  of  them ! 

Riches  have  therefore  undeniably  a  real  value,  no 
Jefs  in  regard  of  their  poffeffor  than  of  fociety  at  large  i 
they  are  capable  of  promoting  the  benefit  and  advanc- 
ing the  happinefs  of  both  in  various  ways  ;  ^onfider» 
ed  in  this  refped,  they  are  not  a  deceitful,  but  a  fub^ 
ftantial  good  j  they  are  by  no  means  to  b^  defpife4 
and  reje^ed  as  fu(:h,  but  merit  the  efteem  and  th§ 
moderate  endeavours  of  the  wife  man  and  the  chrif- 
tian. 

But  what  is  the  confequence,  if  we  thus  eftimate 
the  value  of  riches,  if  w^  reckon  them  for  e^iadly 
V^hat  they  are  ? 

It  follows,  that  riches,  to  them  who  barely  poffefs^ 
fliem,  ^without  ufing  them,  or  without  ufing  theni 
aright,  have  ncx value  whatever- — nothing  good  or 
defirable  in  them,  Neitji^  their  underftan4ing  nor 
their  heart  U  the  better  for  them  j  they  are  neither 
more  excellent,  nor  more  happy.  Some  means  tq 
become  fo  ^eyhave;  by  fo  long  as  they  do  not  employ 
them,  it  is  th^  fame  to  thjsm  a^  if  they  had  them  not. 
Their  riches,  therefore,  give  them  no  real  pre-emi-r 
nence  ;  and  if,  notwithftanding,  they  boaft  of  them, 
they  fuffer  themfelyes  to  be  deceived  by  a  vain  ap- 
pearance, arid  boaft  that  they,  according  to  their  dr- 
fcumftances,  might  and  ought  to  be  wifer^  better^  an4 
Jiappier,  than  they  really  are# 
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It  follows  farther,  that  riches,  when  once  earned 
or  otherwife  obtained,  procure  the  leaft  advantage, 
even  to  their  prudent  and  worthy  poffeffor,  and  on 
the  other  hand  the  greateft  to  the  fociety  T^herein  he 
lives  J  that,  therefore,  thdr  advantage  confifU  more 
in  the,  honour  of  being  the  acquirer,  the  coUeftor, 
the  manager,'  the  keeper,  and  the  diftributor  of  th^ 
property  belonging  to  many  of  the  community,  than 
in  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of  them.  For  the  rich 
man  can  only  enjoy  the  leaft  part  of  what  he  has ; 
he  muft  always,  whether  he  will  or  no,  aHow  others 
to  enjoy  the  greateft ;  nay,  abating  only  his  unrea- 
fonable  and  hurtful  fatisfaftions,  he  can  enjoy  nor 
thing,  but  what  others  in  fome  way  or  other  muft 
profit  by.  He  therefore^  generally  fpeaking,  is  not 
deferving  of  envy,  nor  yet  to  be  reckoned  a  noxious 
member  of  fociety.  Efteem  and  thanks  are  much 
rather  due  to  Mm,  for  the  benefits  he  communicates 
to  others ;  for  the  provifion  ^daffiftance  they  gene- 
rally obtain  from  him  in  penury  and  want. 

It  follows,  thirdly,  that  a  moderate  income,  which 
is  well  earned  and  prcfperly  employed,  is  of  much 
greater  value,  as  well  to  the  man  that  has  it,  as  to 
the  fociety  in  which  he  lives,  than  the  greateft  poflfef- 
fions,  which  ard^ot  fp  acquired,  or  fq  employed. 
What,  in  the  hands  of  floth,  ignor<^nce,  folly,  glutr 
tony,  and  luxury,  fades,  corrupts,  vaniflies,.  is  poi- 
foned,  and  killed ;  in  the  hands  of  wifdom»  virtue, 
Jnduftry,  and  philanthropy,  multiplies,  improves, 
jmd  ^imobles !    How  much  life  and  a^vity  and  jpy 
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does  it  not  produce !  ,  Let  not  then  the  man  of  naOff 
derate  fortune  complain  that  he  is  not  rich ;  let  hirn 
not  delay  the  good  employment  of  what  he  has  till 
he  become  fo ;  but  do  at  prefent  air  that  his  means 
allow' him  to  do,  and  do  it  with  prudence  and  perfe^ 
verance ;  and  he  wil}  thus  be  as  ufeful  as  if  he  werq 
aftually  rich,  and  probably  more  fo* 

JLaftly,  it  follows,  from  what  has  been  obferyed  of 
the  value  of  riches,  that  we  are  not  to  honour  the 
neb  man,  becaufe  he  is  rich,  but  only  as  he  has  ac, 
quired  and  employs  his  riches  in  a  laudabk  manner. 

JLet  none,  therefore,  rev^ence  the  rich  man  mere- 
ly becaufe  he  has  inherited  riches,  till  he  render  hiniT 
felf  worthy  of  his  fortune  by  a  proper  eniployment  of 
it ;  and  if  he  4o  not,  let  him  be  treated,  not 'only  in 
our  private  eftimation,  but  in  our  outward  behaviour, 
and  in  our  public  judgments,  as  inferior  to  an  honefl; 
day-lal;)ourer,  or  any  poor  perfon,  who  is  not  poor  by 
his  vices  ;  and  let  him  perceive  that  fociety  is  juftly 
fcandalized,  at  feeing  a  member  of  it  receiving  fo 
much  and  diftributing  fo  little,  requirii^g  fo  much 
fervice  and  performing  hardly  any,  and  puffing  him^ 
felf  up  with  pretepfions,  while  he  is  indebti^d  only  to 
chance,  or,  more  juftly  fpeaking,  to  Providence,  for 
what  he  has,  and  which  that  Provi^etice  would  never 
have  beftowed  upon  him,  if  w.ealth  were  intrinfically 
important  or  honourable,  or  if  it  were  always  thip 
token  and  die  reward  of  merit. 

Let  none  honour  the  rich  man,  who,  with  all  the 
means  and  leifure  for  cultivating  his  underftanding 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC. 


THE   VALUE   OF   RICHES^  I2| 

wad  ameliorating  his  heart  aad  of  procuring  hirhfelf 
inore  elevated  pleafures,  remains  unimproved,  ignor 
puit,  vicious,  low-minded,  and  knows  no  other  merit, 
no  greater  joy,  than  to  counf  his  n^oney,  and  to  heap 
treaftire  upon  treafure ! 

Let  none  reverence  the  rich  man  who  is  rich  only 
to  hlijifelf,  who  keeps  hi?  riches  for  himfelf  alone,  is 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  poverty  and  woe,  and  Ihuts  his 
jheart  to  compaffion,  his  hand  to  charity  ! 

Let  none  revere  the  rich  man  who  is  proud  of  his 
riches,  who  reckons  himfelf,  merely  on  their  account, 
hetter  than  his  poorer  brethren ;  and  who  propor- 
tions his  confideration  and  regard  to  others  accord* 
ing  to  the  degree  of  their  greater  or  fmaller  income! 

hi  fliort,  let  no  man  honovu^  riches  in  the  hands  of 
the  fool,  the  unjuft,  the  haughty,  the  epicure,  the 
hard-hearted,  and  the  tnifanthropift !  for  richest  can 
neither  compenfate  for  folly,  nor  injuftice,  nor  pride, 
por  hardnefs  qf  hearty  nor  inhumanity ;  and  though 
jthey  may  conceal  thefe  vices  and  defefts  at  times,  it 
^s  only  frpm  the  view  of  weak  and  filly  perfons,  wlio 
)uiow  not  how  to  difcriminate  between  femblance 
and  reality,  and  fuflfer  themfplves  to  be  cheated  by 
every  impofture. 

But  let  every  man,  my  pious  hearers,  let  every  man 
^fteem  him,  who,  by  his  imderftanding,  his  induftry, 
his  diligence,  ajid  his  prudence,  by  a  faithful  and 
cpnfcientious  employment  of  his  gifts  and  faculties, 
i$  become  rich !      ' 

.,    Let 
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Let  every  one  honour  the  rich  man  who  makes  a 
good  and  generous  ufe  of  his  riches,  who  employs 
,them  in  promoting  and  encouraging  the  induftry  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  opens  channels  of  ufeful  com- 
merce, encourages  arts  and  fciences,  fupports  good 
inftitutions,  rewards  beneficial- difcoveries  and  pub- 
lilhes  them  for  the  general  advantage,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  though  in  the  midft  of  opulence,  lives 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  reafon,  and 
never  lofes  fight  of  his  higher  deflination  ! 

Lafily,  let  every  one  honour  the  rich  man  who 
ftrives  to  be  rich  in  good  works,  in  works  of  benefi- 
cence and  mercy,  whp  is  rich  more  for  others  than 
for  himfelf,  who  heartily  gives  and  heartily  helps ; 
who  cannot  think  himfelf  rich  but  when  he  is  giving 
;md  helping ;  who  finds  his  jay  and  blifs  in  it  •,  and, 
in  fo  doing,  like  liis  heavenly  Father,  the  fountain  of 
good,  is  never  difcouraged  or  weary !  Yes,  let  every 
man  revere  him,  as  the  friend  and  benefador  of  his 
brethren,  las  the  fubftitute  of  Jefus,  as  th^  image  of 
Cod!  • 
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f\  GOD!  when  we  meditate  on  thee,  on  thy 
^^  greatnefs  and  majefty,  and  contraft  ourfelves 
with  thee,  the  Eternal  and  Infinite,  the  Omnifcient, 
the  Almighty,  the  All-gracious ;  then  we  cannot 
humble  ourfelves  fufBcjently  before  thee  :  then  we 
moft  fenfibly  feel  our  imbecility  and  emptinefs ;  then 
whatever  among  mortals  is  called  honour,  preroga- 
tive, grandeur,  dignity,  vaiiiflies  entirely  from  our 
fight ;  tl)en  we  clearly  difcem  how  much  humility 
and  meeknefs  become  us,  and  how  much  pride  and 
vanity'are  at  variance  with  our  nature  and  with  our 
condition!  And  yet,  o  merciful  God,  thou  haft 
elevated  us  far  above  all  the  other  creatures  of  this 
globe,  <^dowed  us  with  many- talents  and  powers, 
made  us  capable  of  great  things,  ^given  us  the  moft 
cogent  impulfes  to  extend  pur  activity  and  to  ftrive 

after 
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after  zr  higher,  an  ever  progreflive  perfeflion  ;  and 
it  can  never  be  contrary  to  thy  defign,  if  we  efteem 
and  honour  what  is  good  and  expedient  that  we  find 
in  one  another,  if  we  drive  in  a  proper  manner  to 
atquire  the  efteem  and  approbation  of  om*  brethren, 
if  we  ftrive  to  excell  each  other  in  knowledge  and 
virtue  and  general  utility.  Our  nature  and  all  its 
capacities  and  appetites  proceed  from  thee,  2^nd  what 
proceeds  from  thee  is  right  and  good.  May  we  but 
rightly  acknowledge  the  value  of  thy  gifts^  and  con- 
ftantly  fo  ufe  them  as  is  conformable  to  thy  will  and 
our  true  benefit.  Teach  us  alfo  to  ad  thus  in  re- 
gard to  the  defire  of  excelling,  which  thou  haft  im- 
planted in  ust  ^ep  us  from  all  wrong  and  devious 
paths  into  which  we  are  liable  to  be  mifled  by  it. 
Let  it  be  in  us  a  pure  and  fruitful  fource  of  good  and 
generous  actions :  and  grant  that  we  may  always 
prefer  thy  approbation  far,  far  beyond  all  other,  and 
ftrive  after  it  far,  far  more  zealoufly  than  after  all  other 
diftinftions  and  poffeffions.  To  this  end  blefs  the 
refleftions  that  w^  fhall  now dircSt  to.thefe  pbjeds, 
and  caufe  them  to  have  a  powerful  influence  on  all 
our  future  judgements  and  behaviour.  For  thefe 
blelEngs  we  pray  thee,  as  votaries  of  thy  fon  Je- 
fus ;  in  whofe  name,  and  as  far  as  we  are  able,  in 
whofe  fpirit,  we  farther  call  upon  thee  as,  our  fathe^j 
which  art  m  heaven,  &Cf  ^     , 
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Render  therefore  t6  all  thtir  dues — ^honour  to  whom  honour* 

TJ^MUI^ATION  IS  natural  to  all  men ;  and  no- 
-^  thing  but  a  high  degree  of  infenfibility,  or  of 
levity,  or  of  vice,  can  fender  us  wholly  indifferent  to 
honour  and  ihame.  Indeed  this  fentiment  is  not 
equally  afldve  and  ftrong  ini  all.  The  degree  of  its 
ftrength  and  aftiyity  in  each  perfon  is  determined 
by  his  natural  difpofition,  his  education,  his  manner 
of  life,  his  company,  his  connections,  and  frequently 
by  peculiar  accidents ;  but  in  none  is  it  totally  idle 
or  inaflive.  It  muft  be  confeffed  that  this  fentinjent 
is  the  caufe  of  much  harm  to  mankind — ^is  the  parent 
of  many  follies;  many  vices,  and  much  mifery.  But 
it  likewife  occafions  not  lefs,  it  caufes  far  more  good, 
and  is  the  fertile  fource  of  much  wifdom,  many  vir^ 
tues,  and  much  happinefs.  All  depends  upon  the 
proper  direction  of  it,  upon  the  choice  of  its  o^pjeflis, 
and  its  being  guided  in  its  aims  by  reafoti  and  reli- 
gion. 

If  we  would  have  this  to  be  the  cafe  with  us,  we 
muft  acquire  a  right  conception  of  honour,  and  the 
value  of  it,  of  the  grounds  whereon  it  is  defirable  j 
and  on  thefe  Several  articles  the  generality  of  men 

fall 
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fall  into  grofs  miftakes.  Honour,  no  lefs  thafl 
wealth,  has  an  outward  glare,  a  certain  glofs,  that 
plays  round  its  real  and  effential  condition:  and 
dazzled  by  this,  few  men  think  of  examining  and 
confidering  what  may  lie  hid  behind  it.  Hence  fucb 
different,  fuch  oppofite  judgements  are  paffed  on  the 
value  of  honour,  as  well  as  of  wealth ;  hence  the  erx- 
ceffive  efteem  and  admiration  of  it  by  fome,  and  the 
abfolute  contempt  of  it  by  others ;  hence  the  ardent, 
unabated  endeavours  of  fome'  after  every  thing  that 
is  called  honour,  and  the  carelefs,  and  even  fcortifut 
indiflTerence  of  otliers  towards  it :  hence,  in  ihort, 
that  manifeft  variance,  or  that  feeming  contradiftion 
between  .the  maxims  of  the  world,  and  thofe  of  mo- 
rality and  religion.  —  Mere  error,  prejudice,  diforder 
and  extravagance,  arifing  from  a  deficiency  of  reflec-* 
tion  and  confideration.  Happy  fliall  I  think  myfel^ 
my  dear  brethren,  if  by  my  prefent  attempt  I  can  coiw 
tribute  any  thing  towards  leffening  thefe  failings  and 
miftakes  of  the  mind  and  heart }  if  I  can  guide  you 
to  any  impartial  and  fatisfadory  refleOions  on  this 
matter,  fo  as  to  enable  you  to  deem  rightly  of  it ! 

My  defign  is,  to  lay  before  you  clearer  and  jufter 
notions  of  the  value  of  honour.  Afford  me  then 
your  cuftomary  ferioufnefs  and  continued  attention. 

When  the  apoftle,  in  our  text,  exhorts  the  chrifti^ 
ans  at  Rome  to  "  give  to  all  their  dues,  honour  to 
whom  honour  is  due,'*  he  plainly  fhews»  that  honour 
is  not  in  oppofition  to  chriftianity ;  that  it  Has  a  cer^ 
t^n  value,  is  due  to  certain  perfons^  may  be  juftly 
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demanded  by  them,  and  that  to  teftify  it  is  a  duty 
Incumbent  on  us.^  On  t^e  fame  principle,  he  admo^ 
niflies  the  chriftians,  on  other  occafions,  to  prefer. 
one  another  in  honour ;  that  they  fhould  all  endea- 
vour after  what  is  of  good  report^  laudable  and  ho* 
nourable ;  that  the  elders  of  the  ^congregations,  who 
were  not  yet  teachers,  flibuld  by  a  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  offiqe  prepare  their  way  to  fuperior  ftations. 
—  Chriftianity  neither  abfolutely  condemns  honour 
nor  the  ftriving  to  obtain  it ;  but  requires  of  its  con- 
feffors,  in  this  article  likewife,  prudence  and  modera- 
tion, to  direft  their  ambition  towards  the  mod  im- 
portant and  moft  excellent  objeds,  and  to  look  upon 
honour  not  as  an  end,  but  only  as  a  means.  —  And 
if  our  Saviour  iii  forbidding  his  difciples  to  allow 
themfelves  to  be  called  mafter  or  rabbi,  and  order- 
ing that  the  greateft  among  them  fhall  be  as  the  leaft, 
and  the  chief  of  them  as  the  fervant  of  all ;  if,  I  fay^ 
he  thus  appears  utterly  to  difcard  all  honour,  every 
mark  of  diftinflion,  and  every  token  of  reverence ; 
yet  the  attentive  reader  of  thefe  precepts  will  eafily 
percdve  that  his  defign  in  giving  thein  was  no  other 
than  to  free  his  difciples  from  the  idle  expe£l:ation  of 
eminent  dignities  and  confpicuous  ftations  in  the 
kingdom  of  the  Mcffiah ;  and  to  ittiew  them  that  they 
were  not  to  be  guided  by  aparty-fpirit,  not  to  fet  them- 
felves up  for  leaders  of  the  people,  but  to  direft  all  men 
to  him,  as  the  fole  head  and  lord  of  his  congregation. 
The  filing  itfelf  then  is  innocent  and  good,  even  ac- 
cording to  the  doftrine  of  chriftianity  j   and  all  we 

have 
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have  to  do  is  fo  lo  regard  and  fo  to  ufe  it  as  is  be^ 
coining  the  true  nature  and  y:ondition  of  it. '  In  this 
defign  we  will  firft  examine  and  afcertain  the  value 
of  honour ;  and  ihen  draw  from  it  a  few  rules  for 
our  conduft.  , 

.  By  hpnoiir.  We  are  to  underftand  all  tokens  of 
corifideration  and  refpeO:  fliewn  tis  by  fodety  in  pre^^ 
ference  to  others,  all  outward  precedence  it  grants  or 
allows  us,  whether  it  confifts  in  dominion  -and  aU'S 
thority,  or  in  rank  and  titles,  or  in  pofts  and  digni- 
ties, or  in  an  exemption  from  certain  burdens  and 
reilraints,  or  in  other  privileges  of  the  like  fcindr 
Now,  for  rightly  adjufting  the  worth  of  thefe  things,- 
We  niuft  in  the  firft  place  difcriminate  between  here- 
ditary honours,  and  fuch  as  are  acqiiired. 

Hereditary  honours,  privileges  derived  to  us  from 
our  parents  and  an<::eftors,  and  on  account  of  which 
others  (hew  us  refpeft,  have  no  folid  infrinfic  value 
x>n  our  account,  and  bear  the  name  of  honours  in  re- 
gard to  us  in  but  a  very  improper  fignification.  This 
will  immediately  be  perceived  by  any  one  that  is  not 
dazzled'by  mere,  outfide  fhow» ,  For,  in  what  man- 
ner has  it  been  owing  to  me,  that  my  forefathers,  in 
antient  or  modern  times,  by  mental  abilities,  by  vir- 
tues, by  praife-worthy  deeds,  or  by  bodily  ftrength, ' 
have  diftinguiihed  themfelyes  from  others  ;  or  that  it 
happened  to  them,  probably  by  fome  fortunate  acci- 
dent, probably  by  fome  fervice  they  perfomledy 
Aough  flight  in  itfelf,  yet  done  in/avourable  circum-f 
fiances  j  probably  even  by  bafe  ^  low  intrigues, 

by 
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by  the  arts  of  flattery^  procured  the  good-will  of 
fonie  fuperiol',  or  bought  a  title  and  precedence"wkh 
money  ?  What  had  I  to  do  in  all  that ;  I,  who  then 
tiras  not  in  being ;  t,  who  probably,  had  I  been  or 
were  I  now  jn  their  fituation,  would  not,  or  could 
not  hare  done  as  my  forefathers  did  ?  Have  I^ 
th^efore,  the  Xmallefl  merit  in  it  ?  Am  I  become 
the  better^  or  the  more  honourable,  becaufe  fome  of 
iny  ancdlors  raiffid  themfelves  above  their  contem- 
poraries as  real  heroes^  6r  as  favage  warriors,  or  a$ 
h^hway  robbers,  or  as  court  fycophants ;  that  they 
acquired  diftindions  either  by  fome  truly  good^  br 
by  ibme  downright  wicked  aQ:,  or  were  raifed  above 
lexers  by  fome  fortunate  event  ?  Probably,  it  is  true> 
probably  I  may  have  had  the  happineis  of  a  better 
education  on  this  accoiint  thian  I  ihould  have  had  iii 
other  circumftances.  But  is  a  good  education,  then^ 
a  merit  in  me,  for  which  1  am  to  be  honoured  by 
others  ?  Is  it  not  merely  a  benefaftion,  for  which  I 
iland  indebted. to  others,  and  which  none  cml  reckon 
meritorious  in  me,  till  I  have  fliewn  the  worthy  ufe« 
t  make  of  it  f 

Hereditory  honours  and  privileges,  oi*  privileges  of 
Wrth  and  defcent,  are  therefore  only  fo  far  valuable, 
US  they  incite  me  to  render  myfelf  worthy  of  them, 
and  to  repay  the  community  by  good,  generous,  and 
ufeful  adions  5  fo  much  the  more  cautioufly  to  avoid 
every,  thing  foifdid  and  difgraceful ;  and  to  raife  my- 
jifelf  as  much  above  others  by  my  fentiments  and  be* 
laaviour  a^  I  s^  thejur  fuperior  in  rank  and  titler* 
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He  on  whom  it  has  not  this  influence,  he  who  doe^ 
the  reveirfe,  if  he  his^ve  otherwife  a  found  underftand* 
ing,  and  is  capable  of  refleOion,  muft  feel  himfelf 
afhamed  as  oft^n  as  he  thinks  upon  his  outward  dif- 
tinftions ;  they  muft  be  burdenfome  to  him,  like  a 
load  of  debt  which  he  has  not  difcharged ;  he  muft, 
in  thofe  moments  of  felf-inveftigation  and  felf-abhor- 
rence,  wifti  that  he  had  been  bom  in  an  humbler 
ftation !  Refleft  on  this  particularly,  ye  youths  who 
bear  the  ftyle  of  honourable ! .  If  ye  be  not  honour* 
ably  minded  and  honourably  mannered,  no  wife,  no , 
intelligent  man,  will  reverence  you  merely  an  account 
of  your  name ;  and  every  bafe,  every  degrading  ac- 
tion you  commit,  will  load  you  with  tenfold  difgrace ! 

Acquired,  lawfully  acquired  honour,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  true  fubftantial  honour,  and  has  great 
value,  both  in  regard  to  the  poffeflTor,  and  to  the 
whole  fociety. 

In  regard  to  the  pofleflbr,  its  value  confifts  in  the 
manner  by  which  it  is  obtained,  by  which  it  is  fup- 
poited,  and  how  it  is  ufed  or  applied.  In  all  thefc 
refpefts  it  promotes  his  real  fpiritual  perfeflion. 

This  is  done  principally  by  the  legitimate  acqui- 
fidon  of  honour;  the  due  acquifition  of  honour, 
not  the  honour  that  is  bought,  not  that  obtained  by 
flattery,  not  extorted  by  arrogance,  prefumption,  or 
impudence ;  but  is  grounded  on  fuperior  talents,  on 
good  and  public  fpirited  adions,  on  real  benefits 
done  to  fociety.  He  that  acquires  honour  in  this 
manner,  muft  thereby  beconie  better  and  more  ex- 
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cellent.^  For,  what  will  it  not, generally  demand  to 
raife  onefelf  above  the  great  bulk  of  mankind,  to  get 
diftinguiihed  from  them,  to  furpafs  them,  to  excell 
them  in  a  remkrkable,  ftriking,  and  univerfally  ap- 
proved manner !  What  does  it  not  req*iire  to  reach 
a  certain  mark  which  we  have  propofed,  frequently 
very  diftarit,  and  often  not  clearly  difcemible ;  to  be 
getting  Gonftantly  nearer  it,  and  to  purfue  it  with 
conftancy  till  it  be  attained !  How  many  impedi-* 
ments  have  we  not  to  get  over,  how  many  trips  ta 
avoid,  and  how,  many  competitors  to  outrun !  How 
difficult,  how  complicated,  how  prolix  is  frequently 
the  matter  itfelf  by  which  this  honour  is  to  ht  ac- 
quired :  I  mean  the  art,  fcience,  military  fervice,  civi! 
or  mercantile  2tflfairs,  the  niral  oeconomy,  wherein  we 
feek  diftinOion!  And  how  much  harder  ftill  do- 
not  all  thefe  things  become  by  circumftances  not  de* 
pendent  on  ourfelves,  by  the  poverty  wherein  we  may 
be  bom,  by  the  little  inftrudion  we  have  probably 
had  in  our  younger  years,  by  the  oppofition  all  fnen 
have  to  encounter,  by  the  jealoufies  and  envy  we 
excite,  by  the  unavoidable  miftakes  we  commit! 
What  ftruggles,  what  various  exertions  of  our  men* 
tal  faculties  does  it  not  require,  to  force  a  paffage 
through  all  thele  diiEculties,  to  combat  and  conquer 
'  them  all !  But  is  not  this  the  way  that  leads  to  grea- 
ter excellence,  to  wifdom,  and  to  virtue  ? 

No  more  can  we  worthily  maintain  our  honour  fo 
acquired,  without  thereby  promoting  our  perfeftion^ 
Would  we  'fecure  the  prize  after  which  we  flrive, 
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firom  being  raviflied  from  us  ?  Then  we  muft  never 
ftand  idle  —  much  lefs  retreat  —  muil  conftantly 
llretch  forwards,  always  labour  to  make  farther  ad- 
vances in  what  is  amiable  and  praife-worthy.  Wife, 
good,  and  generally  ufeful  aftions,  which  are  not 
followed  by  fimilar  aftions,  merits  which  are  not 
augmented  by  new  ones,  fbon  fink  into  forgetfiilnefs, 
foon  become  a  burden  to  us,  then  render  us  lefs  rc- 
fpeflable,  and  at  length  contemptible.  What  does 
it  not  require  for  this  refpefted  man  to  preferve  the 
good  opinion,  the  efteem,  and  the  confidence  of  fo« 
ijiety ;  if  he  would  not  have  than  repent  the  prece- 
dence they  have  granted  him,  the  honour  they  have 
fhewn  him !  What  ^tention  to  all  his  a£Hons,  even 
the  leaft  of  them ;  what  circumfpedion  and  prudence 
in  whatever  he  docs,  and  whatever  he  declines ;  what 
facrifices  of  his  conveniences,  his  pleafures,  and  his 
profits ;  what  praftice  of  the  virtues  ;  what  an  aftive 
and  bufy  life ;  what  indefatigable  efforts  does  it  not 
demand  after  higher  excellence. 

In  fliort,  we  cannot  poffefs  and  enjoy  honour  in  a 
rational  and  worthy  manner,  without  thereby  be- 
coming better,  happier,  and  more  ufeful  to  nianki^d. 
What  a  mighty  incitement  to  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  our  duty,  to  the  moft  unfhaken  integrity,  muft  it 
not  be  to  fuch  a  one  who  feels  it&  value  and  the  bb«r 
ligations  it  lays  him  under !  How  much  eafier  is  k 
in  general  for  men  to  aft  uprightly  and  juftiy,  gener- 
oufly  and  nobly „  in  the  light  of  an  univerfal  efteem, 
\>y  the  fptendor  of  renown,,  than  when,  they  have  to 
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aO:  in  lAfcurily,  without  \vitneires,  withqut  fpedaton, 
and  without  judges ! 

Again,  honour  procures  us  accefs  to  the  wlfeft  and 
4lie  beft  perfons ;  it  fumiflies  us  with  the  opportunity 
for  procuring  their  efteeui,  their  confidence,  and  their 
friendfliip;  and  how  much  may  we  not  then  learp 
of  them,  how  much  ftrengthen  our  mind,  how  warm 
our  heart,  and  how  much  happinefs  enjoy  in  their 
convcrfadon  J 

By  honour  and  efteem  we  fer  more  readily  find 
help  and  encouragement  in  our  greater  and  more 
difficult  undertakings,  and  more  furely  complete  our 
defigns,  than  when  We  are  unhonoured  and  imknown. 
Maiddnd  have  already  a  good  opinion  of  us ;  have 
^eat  confidence  in  our  underftandingand  our  heart  j 
think  us  more  refponfible  on  account  of  our  privi* 
leges,  or  at  leaft  forbear  to .  make  public  oppofition 
to  us,  and  diredly  to  put  obftacles  in  our  way.  We 
may,  therefore,  undertake  greater  matters,  operate 
ferther  and  wider  about  us,  have  more  influence  on 
others,  and  thereby  perform  and  promote  more  good. 
Our  opinions  meet  with  greater  approbation;  our 
4efigns  go  more  glibly  on ;  are  more  willingly  fup- 
ported ;  and  far  more  heads  and  hands  uxiite  in  their 
execution.  Oh  what  is  there  that  i  man,  whp  ftands 
in  great  and  merited  efteem,  cannot  undertake  for 
the  good  of  his  brethren !  What  may  not  a  man 
pofleffed  pf  eminent  precedence^  of  high  rank^  in- 
verted with  an  exalted  charge,  and  is  i^ife  and  virtu- 
ous withal,  what  may,  he  not  perform  &>r  their  ad- 
K  3  '  vantage  I 
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vantage !  What  a  benefaftor  to  the  prefent  and  to 
many  future  generations  may  he  be !  —  And  what  a 
pure  and  godlike  pleafure  muft  he  procure  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  ufe  of  his ,  honour !  How  vaftly  mull  he 
thereby  difplay  his  fitnefs  for  ftill  higher  dignities, 
jfor  ftill  greater  aftivity  in  a  better  world ! 

J^ut,  if  honour  and  pre-eminence,  properly  ac- 
quired, worthily  ms^intained,  and  duly  employed, 
have  a  certain  value  in  regard  of  their  poffeflbr  j  they 
-affuredly  have  as  great,  and  even  ftill  greater,  in  re«' 
fpeft  of  the  whole  fociety .  They  promote  its  advan- 
tage in  various  ways. 

.  It  is  of  advantage  in  general,  when  there  are  cer- 
tain  paribus  who  may  ferve  as  an  example  to  others, 
in  a  fociety,  and  indeed  among  all  claffes  and  orders 
of  men ;  and  this  they  are  able  the  better  to  do, 
when  they  ftand  higher  than  others,  when  they  are 
diftinguiftied  from  others  by  their  outward  privileges, 
when  they  are  known  and  refpefted  by  every  man  in 
their  fphere,  when  every  one's  eyes  are  direfted  to- " 
wards  tbem,  when  whatever  they  fay  and  do  quickly 
comes  to  every  man*s  knowledge.  The  judgment, 
the  approbation,  the,  teftimony,  the  example  of  one 
who  ftands  high  in  efteem  and  deftrved  refped,  has 
indifputably  far  more  weight,  far  mora  influence  and 
efficacy,  than  the  judgment,  the  approbation,  the 
teftimony,  and  the  example  of  another,  though  as 
wife  and  virtuous,  who  lives  in  obfcurity,  and  is  loft 
in  the  crowd.  Indeed,  if  all  men  had  found  princi- 
ples^ and  aded  upon  them,  if  they  all  were  pene- 
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trated  and  aftuated  by  the  fpirit  of  religion  and 
chriftianity,  they  would  not  be  ki  need  of  this  com- 
paratively  feeble  fupport.  ^  But  fince,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  this  h  not  to  be  expeOied,  it  is  of  in* 
finite  fervice  to  the  wbrld,  that  the  light  which  en., 
lightens  refpeftable  perfons,  the  fplendour  that  fur*., 
rounds  them,  the  efteem  that  is  paid  them  by  all, 
fhoidd,  iif  fome  degree,  fupply  the  place  of  thofe 
principles,  thofe  nobler  motives.  \ 

^  Honour  rightly  acquired,  and  worthily  maintained, 
is,  farther,  a  powerful  incentive  to  others  to  ftrive 
after  honour,  by  the  fame  laudable  means.  All 
men  cannot,  perhaps  only  a  few  can,  difpenfe  with 
thefe  incitements  to  eminently  good  and  great  enter- 
prifes,  at  leaft,  in  the  beginning.  Firft,  muft  the 
prize,  the  crown,  that  fparkles  at  the  end  of  their 
courfe,  awaken  them  from  their  floth,  call  them  to 
commence  the  glorious  career,  and  help  them  to  fur^ 
mount  the  primary  obftacles  in  it.  By  degrees  thefe 
allurements  refine,  give  place  to  nobler  views  and 
more  generous  motives.  They  find,  that  truth,  vir- 
tue, integrity,  public  utility,  are  in.  themfelves  excel- 
lent and  defirable  things ;  they  employ  themfelves 
wholly  in  them,  indefatigablypurfue 'their  progrefs, 
ftrait  forward  to  the  mark,  without  feeing  farther 
en  it,  or  defcrying  a  more  exalted  and  grander  mark 
beyond  it ;  do  whatever  is  laudable  and  honourable, 
without  thinking  at  all  on  praife  and  honour ;  do, 
from,  a  hearty  love  towards  God  and  man,  what 
they  at  firft  propofed  to  do  out  pf  cupidity  and  am- 
K4  bition; 
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bition :  and  all  this  they  probably  would  not  hav^ 
done,  would  never  Have  exerted  their  eapacities  and 
siilities,  would  never  have  exerted  them  to  that  de* 
gree ;  i£  they  had  not  been  rouzed  and  animated  by 
f he  yiew  of  more  honourable,  more  refpe^able  per^ 
fons,  or  by  the  report  of  their  deeds,  arid  by  the  dc* 
iire  to  do  like  them  or  to  go  beyond  them ;  if  the. 
firft  fparks  of  this  a£tive  life,  this  greater  utility ^^ 
thefe  nobler  fentiments,  thefe  endeavours  after  eX-? 
feniion  and  aftivity  which  lay  fmouldering  in  their 
breafts,  had  not  _been  thus  blown  up  into  a  flame. 
And,  if  this  were  not  the  cafe,  how  many  noble 
powers  would  probably  never  have  been  fet  in  mo- 
tion, how  many  feeds  of  good  adions  would  never 
have  come  to  maturity,  how  many  ufefiil  labouni 
would  never  have  been  undertaken ! 

Honour,  rightly  acquired,  and  worthily  maintained^ 
Receives,  laftly,  a  great  value  in  regard  of  the  whol^ 
community^  a§  by  means  of  it  many  very  important 
.  matters  are  brought  to  effed,  which  otherwife  would 
not  be  done,  or  far  feldomer,  and  not  without  tha 
greateft  labour  and  perfeverance.  Without  the  in- 
fluence  of  honour,  how  could  the  contradidory  opi-* 
nions,  and  tKe  oppofite  means  and  aims  of  the  great 
multitude  of  mankind,  be  brought  into  unifon,  and 
made  to  tend  to  one  and  the  fame  objeft;  how 
would  any  patribtic  and  arduous  undertaking  be  ma-  ^ 
.  turely  weighed,  wifely  planned,  and  refolutely  ac* 
compliflied?  Whofe  counfd  would  be  hearkened 
tain  times  of  fcarcity  or  diftrefs  j  who  could  acquire 
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^  ccmfidetice  needful  in  times  of  danger ;  whq 
frould,  in  fuch  drjcumftances,  infpire  the  ignorant, 
the  fed^le,  the  timid,  and  the  narrow-minded,  tii^ 
greateft  part  of  fociety,  with  courage  and  obedi<eiicc^ 
when  a  ipan  cannot  explain  to  them  the  reafons  for 
what  he  does  and  what  h^  experts,  or,  if  he  qould 
not  make  them  underftood  ?  In  Ihort,  how  can  the 
prince,  the  magiftrate,  the  judge,  the  teacher,  the  fe» 
ther  of  a  family ,  the  chieftain,  the  infpieQior,  difcharge} 
the  duties  of  his  office  or  his  calling  with  good  effeft, 
unlefs  the  honour  he  enjoys,  the  refpea  in  which  he 
ftands,  gives  a  peculiar  weight  to  what  he  fays  and 
does,  to  whatever  he  commjinds  and  advifes  fui4 
defires  ? 

It  therefore  cannot  be  d^ed,  that  the  honow 
554iich  is  duly  obtained  and  properly  employed,  haa 
a  true  and  lafling  value,  both  in  regard  of  its  pof- 
ieflfor,  and  of  fociety  at  large,  inafinuch  as  it  furthcnr 
and  promotes  in  various  ways  the  perfcflaon  and  hap* 
pinefs  of  both. — Let  me  now  conclude;  wil;h  pointii^ 
put  to  you  a  few  fliort  practical  rules  in  refpcft  to 
your  opinion  of  honour,  and  your  endeavours  after  it* 

Firft,  learn  to  difUnguifh  between  true  and  falfc, 
perfonal  and  borrowed  honour;  prize  the  former 
iaccording  to  its  worth,  but  never  let  the  latter  Wind 
you.  All  titles,  rank,  and  pre-eminence,  which 
>ve  owe  merely  to  our  birth,  to  our  anceftors^  or 
to  our  hereditary  ftation,  is  borrowed^  is  acciden- 
tal honour ;  it  befpeaks  no  merit,  but  is  an  obliga- 
tion and  incitement  to  acquire  merit,  and  thereby  to 
squire  a  juft  claim  to  that  precedence. 

.  All 
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All  honour  acquired  by  undue  and  bafe  mean^ 
which  is  founded  on  artifice,  on  treachery,  on  the 
opprei&on  and  circumvention  of  the  fimple,  on  extor- 
tion, or  on  mere  impudence,  or  fordid  and  iniquit- 
ous a£ts  of  any  kind ;  all  honour  that  is  abufed  to 
the  purpofes  of  pride  and  arrogance,  to  afts  of  vio- 
lence, to  the  overthrowing  or*diminifhing  of  human 
and  c^vil  liberty,'  to  the  enforcing  of  unlawful  pur- 
pofes and  fchemes ;  all  honour  that  is  fought  for  by 
.  fmifter,  diffolute,  or  profligate  means,  in  pomp  and 
luxury,  or  in  vice ;  is  falfe  honour— it  is  real  dif- 
grace. 

'  Let  no  man,  therefore,  degrade  himfelf  by  teftify- 
ing  towards  him  who  only  fhines  by  adventitjlous  ho- 
nour, that  reverence  which  is  only  due  to  the  man 
of  real  merit,  who  has  procured  it  to  himfelf,  or  has 
'  rendered  himfelf  worthy  of  it !  Let  no  man  difho- 
nour  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  fofter  the  pride  of  the 
wretched  being  who  is  proud  of  fpurious  honour,  or 
aflford  the  leaft  refped  to  vice,  though  invefted  with 
the  richeft  robe  of  dignity !  But  let  every  man  be 
zealous  to  fhew  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due ;  let 
.  every  man  confefs  and  refpeft  and  revere  whatever 
he  perceives  of  good  and  ufefiil  said  honourable  in 
his  brethren,  let  their  ftation  be  what  it  may !  This 
is  the  duty  of  the  man,  the  duty  of  the  citizen,  the 
duty  of  the  chriftian ! 

Secondly,  let  not  your  emulation  degenerate  into 
ambition.  The  former  is  allqwable,  is  natural,  is 
the  germ  of  virtue,  the  other  is  a  criminal  and  fliame- 
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fill  vice,  a  corrupt  paflion,  ancTthe  death  of  all  real 
virtue.  When  once  a  man  makes  honour  the  ul- 
timate, the  highefl  aim  of  his  endeavours ;  when  he 
refolves  at  any  rate  to  diftinguifli  himfelf  from  others,' 
to  force  himfelf  above  them,  to  gain  reverence,  au- 
thority and  power,  approbation  and  applaufe,  let  it 
coft  what  it  will :  he  immediately  runs  th^  rilk  of 
lofmg  the  path  to  real  honour,  and  of  entangling 
himfelf  in  the  labyrinth  of  artifice  and  falfhood— will 
be  capable  of  every  vice,  of  every  wicked  deed,  even 
the  loweft  and  moft  difgracefiil  aftions,  if  by  their 
means  he^can  but  further  his  defigns.  Beware  of 
this  tyrannical  pailion !  It  is  a  fcourge  to  human  fo- 
ciety,  and  always,  fooner  or  later,  rewards  its  votaries 
with  fhame  and  mifery ! 

Thirdly,  give  your  emulation  the  beft,  the  no- 
Weft  direction.  Prefer  the  pre-eminences  of  nund 
and  heart  to  all  the  pre-eminences  of  rank  and  fta- 
tion ;  wifdom  and  virtue  to  all  titles,  and  dignities ; 
the  filent  afts  of  humanity  and  beneficence  to  all 
•  noify  but  left  ufefiil  deeds ! 

Strive  hot  fo  much  after  the  efteem  of  the  multi- 
tude, -as  after  that  of  the  wifeft  and  beft  of  them. 
Let  the  approbation  of  one  wife,  one  virtuous,  one 
real  chriftian,  be  of  niore  value  to  you  than  the  ap- 
plaufe of  thoufands,  whofe  judgment  depends  on  ac- 
cident and  humour ! 

Go  flill  farther ;  purify  and  exalt  your  emulation 
yet  more.  Seek  not  honour  from  men,  but  aim  at 
the  honour  which  only  God  can  give.  The  appro- 
bation 
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badon  of  the  Omnifcient  and  Omniprefent,  whd 
fecth  in  fecret  —  |eeth  what  is  good  as  well  as  what 
is  bad,  and  what  is  bad  equally  with  what  is  good, 
the  intention  as  well  as  the  performance,  die  will  as 
well  as  the  deed,  the  motive  as  well  as  the  effed.  — 
To  procure  his  approbation,  to  become  ever  more 
cj^ble  and  more  deferving  of  it,  let  this,  let  this  be 
|he  ultimate  aim  of  your  emulation  I 

Fourthly,  drive  not  fo  much  after  honour,  as  afeir 
that  which  conduces  to  honour,  that  which  is  truly 
honourable ;  not  after  praife,  but  what  is  praife- 
worthy  j  not  after  renown,  but  after  that  which  h 
worthy  erf"  good  fq)ort ;  not  after  a{q>robati(m  and 
tpplaufe,  but  what  merits  approbation  and  aj^laufe, 
From  him  who  feeks  honour  with  an^ety,  ^om  hiiA 
ft  commonly  flies.  He  who  does  that  which  is  atr 
tended  by  honour,  and  does  it  in  honeft  fimplicity 
of  heart,  becaufe  it  is  right  and  good,  he  wll,  for  thq 
inoft  part,  find  honour  and  approbation,  even  though 
lie  did  not  feek  it»  Reftlefs,  anxious  ambition,  a^ 
nice  and  delicate  adaptation  of  every  word,  every 
^ep,  every  aftion  to  die  fevereft  rules  of  honour, 
cannot  by  any  means  confift  with  the  charafter  of  i 
trtAy  great  and  noble  foul,  with  a  truly  chriftian- 
minded  chriftian.  The  noble  foul,  the  great  man, 
the  real  chriftian,  are  fo  employed  in  cfFe£lual  prac- 
tice^  in  better  ^d,  more  perfeft  exercife  of  what  is 
feir  and  great  jmd  f:hriftian  —  are  ever  feeing  before 
them  fo  many  and  ftill  greater  and  weightier  things 
to  do— *are  fo  pre^occupied  with  truth  and  virtue  and 

th« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   VALUE   OF   HOVOVVt.  t4t 

ike  public  l^eaefit,  fo  penetrated  with  the  love  of  God 
and  of  their  brethren,  that  they  forget  themfelves,  ainl 
find  fufEcient  impulfe  and  reward  in  afts  of  juftica 
and  beneficence,  d^  pri^  not  the  honour  they  ro» 
ceive  from  men  a3  their  end  and  aim,  but  at  molt  zk 
mftrumcBts,  and  means.  Hiis,  my  dear  brethren,  it 
true  greatnefs,  true  nobility  of  fpirit,  the  ground  and 
capacity  for  everlafting  honour ! 

Fifthly,  pxu-fue  the  path  of  duty  and  honour,  ca^ 
deavbur  to  make  the  beft,  the  moft  beneficial  ufe  ol 
your  gifts  and  faculties,  and  though  ftill  no  outwiD^ 
diftin^ions  ffaould  fall  to  your  fliare,  and  your  menu^ 
ihould  be  unacknowledged  by  fbciety :  oh,  let  not 
this  lead  you  into  miftake,  confidently  purfue  the 
path  you  h^ve  begun ;  the  end  of  it  wijl  bring  yo« 
to  greater  perfection  and  blifs.  Complain  not  of  io*- 
juftice  and  ingratitude,  if  un&vouraUe  and  adverfe 
circumftances  wth-hold  from  you  the  honour  yo« 
have  deferved.  It  cannot  conftantly  be  conferred 
according  todefert^  Its  judges,  its  difhibuters,  are 
men,  &llible,  miftaking^.paffionate  men !  Numbers 
are  likewife  frequently  running  at  the  fame  mark 
with  you,  come  tp  the  full  as  near,  and  yet  only  ona 
can  gaih  the  prize.  But  let  this  ferve  you  as  a  cau« 
tion,  not  to  make  honour  your  ultimate  aim,  or  you 
may  eafily  mifs  of  it  without  your  fault.  Only  the 
approbation  of  our  confcience,  the  approbation  of 
God,  is  what  no  man  can  deprive  us  of  without  our 
fault.  After  thefe  let  us  flrive,  and  we  fhall  never 
labour  in  vain,  nor  fail  in  our  attempt. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  herein  conduct  yoiirfelves,  as  chriftians,  by 
the  example  of  Chrift ;  let  him  be  your  model.  He 
fought  not  honour  from  men ;  he  reckoned  that 
which  moft  glitters  and  glares  in  their  eyes  as  of  little 
import ;  he  never  boafted  of  his  pre-etninence ;  he 
fuffered  neither  praife  nor  blame  to  turn  him  afide 
from  the  path  of  reditude  and  truth :  *  but  all  that 
was  honourable  and  good,  that  did  he,  and  that  with- 
out remii&on.  All  his  difcourfes,  all  his  actions, 
#ere  confiftent  with  his  dignity ;  all  tended  to  the 
promotion  of  the  greateft  poffible  human  felicity. 
He  neither  fidd  nor  did  any  thing  that  could  weaken 
his  influence  or  enervate  his  dodrine  or  friiftrate  his 
benevolent  labours.  The  good  pleafure  of  his  hea- 
venly father,  he  prized  above  all  things,  and  ftrove 
with  unabated  ardour  after  the  honour  of  being  the 
helper,  the  faviour,  the  deliverer  of  many^  of  all 
mankind.  And  in  this  way  he  attained  to  the  higheft 
glory,  was  exalted  above  all,  and  received  a  dignity 
above  all  dignities ;  that  at  his  name  every  knee 
fliould  bow,  and  all  mankind  obey  and  acknowledge 
him  for  their  Lord.  Him,  my  dear  bi-ethren,  him 
let  us  follow,  become  conftantly  more  like  him  ifl 
fentiments  and  aftions-  The  way  which  he  has  trod 
before. us  is  the  way  that  leads  to  the  higheft  honour. 
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/^  GOD!  our  moft  kind  and  merciful  fether, 
^^  willingly  doft  thou  vouchfafe  us,  thy  children, 
pleafure;  pleafure  of  various  kinds ;  ienfual,  fpiritual, 
domeltic,  focial  pleafures,  —  pleafures  of  the  prefent 
and  of  the  future  life !  Thou  thyfelf  haft  made  us 
fufceptible  of  pleafure,  taught  us  to  ftrive  after  and  ' 
to  obtain  it,  and  haft  opened  to  us  various  and  abun- 
dant fources  of  it  withi^i  us  and  withput  us.  Fain 
wouldft  thou  remove  from  us  all  pain,  all  afRi£Hon, 
all  difpleafure, ; — fain  wouldft  thou  let  our  whole 
.life  be  one  uninterrupted  feries  of  agreeable  fenfa- 
tion&  if  it  nlight  be  conliftent  with  our  nature  and 
with  our  con4.ua.  Praifed  be  thy  fatherly  kindnefs, 
o  God,  for  having  fo  richly  and  fo  unremittedly  pro- 
vided for  our  pleafure  and  for  our  happinefs!  — 
Praifed  be.  thy  wife  parental  kindnefs  even  for  abfo- 
lutely  forbidding  us  hurtful  pleafures,  for  enjoining 

us 
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US  only  moderate  enjoyment  even  of  innocent  pl^- 
fures,  for  requiring  of  us  abftinence  and  renuhdations ! 
For  thus  alfo  thou  promoteft  our  welfere,  keepefl 
tis  from  numberkfs  pains  and  evils,  and  delireft  to 
fead  us  to  fuperior  joys  and  bleffings.  Yes,  thoil 
art  our  father — the  moft  gracious  and  beneficent 
father,*  in  all  that  thou  ordereft  and  doft,  in  ivhsrf 
thou  commanded  us  and  in  what  thou  forbiddeft ! 
We  rejoice  therefore  in  thy  prdence,  and  implore 
thee  that  this  fentiment  may  conftahtly  live  and  pre- 
vail in  our  fouls,  elevate  and  dignify  all  our  pleafures^ 
preferve  us  from  every  abufe  of  them,  and  be  the 
main  fpring  of  our  whole  behaviour !  Imprint  deeply 
ia  our  hearts  this  comfortable,  this  pious  fentiment  f 
teach  us  to  acknowledge  and  to  feel  thee  and  thy 
goodnefs  in  all  things  and  at  all  times  ;  let  all  lead 
us  to  thee,  and  every  pleafurc  that  thou  granteft 
awaken  us  to  thy  love  and  to  a  truly  chearful  obe^ 
dience  to  thy  commands.  Blefs  likewife  in  this  res 
fpefl:  the  confiderations  in  which  we  are  now  to  be 
employedL  ^  Give  us  to  difcem  the  truth  and  fo  to 
follow  its  dii3iLtes  as  never  to  abufc  them  to  fin, 
Thefe  and  all  other  our  petitions  we  conclude,  ^  the 
votaries  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  in  his  name  and  words^ 
referring  the  iffue  of  all  om:  defires  and  views  ulti* 
mately  t©  the  dire^ion  of  thy  fupreme  controul,  etcr* 
nal^  ererlafting  king,  enflirincd  in  glory  that  cannof 
be  approached,  inveiled  withwifdom  and  power 
^hkh  no  arm  can  refiit^  no  tongue  e:s:prefs»  no* 
thought  conceive.*— .Our  father^  Sou 
it 
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!.  tm.  iv*  4» 

'Every  creature  of  God  is  good^  and  nothing  to  be  refufei  rf 
it  be  received  with  thankfgiving. 

TTAVING  in  the  two  preceding  difcoUrfes  fpoken 
-*"  -"^  of  the  value  of  riches  and  of  the  value  of  ho-* ' 
liour,  I  fhall  to-day  addrefs  you  with  confiderations 
on  the  value  of  pleafure  j  and  particularly  of  what 
IS  called  fenfual  pleafure*  Falfely  and  partially  as 
men  have  been  and  fHU  are  apt  to  judge  of  the  value 
of  riches  and  of  honour,  fo.  falfely  and  partially  have 
they  deemed  of  the  value  of  fenfual  pleafure.  But 
too  frequently  has  it  been  abfolutely  condemned  as 
unworthy  of  rational  and  immortal  beings,  of  chrif- 
tians  called, to  a  fuperior  virtue ;  and  to  fanftion 
this  condemnation  of  it  appeals  have  been  made  to 
teligiori  and  chriftianity.  And  how  lamentably  have 
both  religion  and  chriftianity  been  by  this  rmeans 
difcredited  in  the  minds  of  many !  What  numbers 
have  been  .thus  deterred  from  the  love  and  praflice 
of  them !  How  often  have  thefe  beft  friends  and 
comforters  of  man  beeu  fhewn  us  under  a  gloomy 
and  joylefs  afpe£l!  But  how  much  have  not  reli- 
gion and  chriftianity  been  mUreprefented  and  injured 
thereby!  What  an  abufe  of  their  tnoft  facred 
names !  How  far  are  they  froifx  interdicting  us  any 
VOL.  I,  1-  innocent 
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innocent  pleafures,  any  harmlefs  joys  of  whatever 
kind,  and  from  rendering  the  draught  of  life  more 
bitter  and  uripleafaiit  than  it  fhould  be  by  the  ar- 
rangements and  difppfitiOAa  which  God  has  eftablifli- 
ed  in  nature :  how  far,  I  fay,  are  they  from  this  5 
they,  who  have  nothing  in  view  but  to  lighten  the 
load  of  life,  to  inlpire  us  with  a  firm  and  ch^arfal 
courage,  and  to  make  us  know  and  feel  the  good* 
nfefe  of  our  heavenly  JFather,  in  aU  that  funxnmds 
and  befalls  us  j  and  no  render  us,  not  oriy  in  the 
future,  but  Bkewife  in  the  prefent  world,  as  happy  as 
it  16  poffible  for,  us  to  be  I 

Np ;  as  religion  and  chriftianity  neither  forbid  us. 
-from  ftriving  to  acqmre  riches  by  lawful' means,  nor 
firom  endeavouring  after  true  honour  by  the  way  of 
wifdom- and  virtue  J  fo  neither  do  they  forbid  us  to 
yield  our  fenfitiye  organs  to  the  s^ecable  impref- 
•  fions  made  upon  them  by  external  -  obje^b,  attd 
therefore  to  enjoy  fenfual  pleafure.  Indeed  they  ad* 
ntonifti  u&  not  to  hurt  ourfelves  and  H>thers  by  their 
improper  ufe,  not  to  be  intemperate  in  their  enjoy- 
ment, and  not  to  >indulge  an  exceffive  fondnefs  for 
them.  But  even  in  fo  doing  they  provide  for  our 
'  ptoafure,  for  its  higher  relifh,  for  its  lofiger  duration^ 
fdr  its  compatibifity  with  the  pleaftires  of  the  mind 
aipLd  he^rt,  of  whicfe  we  are  as  fiifceptible  as  of  thew 
former,  and  which  are  ftifl  more  defirabk.  We 
nauft  only,  accordmg  to  their  di^tes,  fo  ufe  the 
world)  and  the  good  things  thereof,  as^not  abufing 
litem.    We  m^  only  tsl^e  heed  that  while  God 

ocver 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC. 


Iraft   f ALUE   dF   SEN3UAL    J^LEASURE.        l^j 

feefver  leaves  himfelf  without  a  witnefs  in  us  that  hd' 
iends  u$  fo  murh  good  from  heaven,  and  fills  our 
hearts  ivith  food  and  gladnefs,  that  we  do  not  fuffer 
it  to  bear  us  from  him,  but  to  lead  and  bring  u^ 
nearer  to  him*     We  may  enjoy^  without  fcruple^ 
all  that  God  has  made,  and  whatever  he  has  offered 
to  our  eiijoyment  by  his  conftitution  of  the  world  j 
but  enjoy  all  with  prayer  and  thankfgivitig  from  a 
fcnfiWlity  to  the  kindncft  of  our  fupreme  benefaddr^ 
is\d  thus  to  fanftify  it  to  us.     This  this  apbftle  de*. 
clares  in  the  words  of  our  text*     "  Every  Creature 
of  €k>d,''  fays  he,  every  thing  that  (jbd  has  created, 
every  pleafure  of  which  he  has  made  us  capable,  **  is 
good,-  and  nothing  to  be  refufed,  if,  it  be  received 
with  thahkfgiving ;"  we  may  enjoy  them  all  with- 
out fin^  If  only  at  the  fame  time  we  do  not  forget 
Cj^d,  and  withdraw  our  hearts  from  him.     Admit- 
ting thefe  premifes  as  undeniable,  we  will  how  pro- 
ceed to  inveftigate  th^  matter  itfelf  more  clofely,  and 
fb  endeavour  to  get  a  complete  conception  of  it.     In 
tka^  defign'we  {hall,  firft,  mjjce  a  few  obfervations 
on  pkafure  in  general,  and  on  the  various  kinds  of 
if;    tliten  ftate  the  value  of  ferifual  pleafure  in  pirti- 
dihr;  ihd,  kftly,  lay  down  fome  rules  for  our  con-' 
duQ:  iti  relation  to  it^ 

EyeT*y  pleafure,  even  fenfual  pleafure,  has  in  and 
oPitfetf,  a  certain  value.  In  this  refpeft  it  is  effeh- 
t!^  diffci-atit  from  nth&i  arid  hbftoUf;  They  re^- 
cdivc  their  iihoXe  value  from  the  life  a  man  maKesi 
of  thtWi,  frorti  the  effefts  the^  pi'oducfe,  froftiiM 

h  a  good 
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good  wrought  by  them.  But  pleafure  is  i|i  and  of 
itfelf,  without  regard  to  effe&s  and  confequencesy 
fomething  agreeable,  fomething  good ;  an  agreeable 
fenfation,  an  agreeable  difplay  of  our  abilides,  an 
agreeable  fentiment  of  our  exiftence  and  of  our  pre* 
fent  condition^ 

It  muft  however  be  confefled>  that  every  pleafure 
is  not  defirable  in  like  manner ;  but  neither  is  every 
real  good  abfolutely  fo,  and  in  the  fame  degree. 
The  poffeffion  of  one  good  often  militates  with  the 
poffeffion  of  another  j  the  enjoyment  of  one  pleafure 
may  often  not  confift  with  the  enjoyment  of  another^ 
One  pleafure  is  always  purer,  nobler,  greater  thaa 
another  :  one  pleafure  even  rei;nains  a  pleafure  in  it^ 
confequences ;  another  foon  ceafes  to  be  a  pleafure, 
and  changes  into  pain  or  difguft.  Th6re  are  plea-  ' 
fures  which  are  bought  much  too  dear,  and  do  noc 
repay  the  trouble  a  man  has  beftowed  upon  them, 
though  they  do  not  therefore  ceafe  to  be  pleafuresi 
there  are  others  which  are  worth  every  toil,  every 
preparation,  every  endeavour,  and  alvi^ys  perform, 
more  than  they  promife.  We  fhoidd  th^re£3re  chuie 
from  among  our  pleafures  ;  they  cannot  all  be  alike 
enjoyed,  they  may  not  all  be  enjoyed  at  any  time  ; 
many  muft  be  denied  and  difmiffed,'  that  we  may  be 
capable  and  partakers  of  others.  Every  pleafure  is 
good,  is  delTirable  j  but  each  in  its  proper  time,  in  it& 
due.  degree,  according  to  its  kind.  Even  die  mean- 
eft,  the  loweft  fort  of  them  have  the  preference,  at 
certain  times  wA  iq,  certain  places,  to  the  nobleft 

and 
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Mid  the  moft  exalted.  Thus  we  may,  we  fhould  not 
■anfrequently  prefer  the  fatlsfaftion  of  a  craving  ani-^ 
laxal  appetite,  or  the  reft, and  inaftivity  neceflary  to 
the  recreation  of  our  frail  body,  ta  the  pureft  and 
fublimeft  joys  of  devotion.  In  general,  they  are  all 
either  ennobled  or  debafed,  either  weakened  or  in- 
vigorated, according  to  the  temper  of  rtiind,  the  in- 
tentions in  which  they  are  enjoyed,  and  the  ufe  that 
is  made  of  them. 

Farther,  every  pleafure,  even  of  what  are  called 
fenfual  pleafures,  is  properly  an  intelle£hial  pleafiire : 
that  is,  our  mind  has  the  fentiment,  the  confcioufnefs 
of  the  agreeable  alterations  externally  produced  in 
the  body,  or  in  the  vifible  world,  as  well  as  the 
agreeable  reprefentations,  which,  independent  on  all 
externals,  it  raifes  and  profecutes  in  itfelf  by  its  own 
^ergies.  Pleafure  and  difpleafure,  delight  and  dif- 
guft,  are  no  more  than  diflferent  circumftances  of  our 
mind,  different  ways  wherein  it  feels  its  exiftence  and 
its  relation  to  other  things,  whether  the  ground  and 
the  occafions  of  them  be  within  it  or.  without  it. 

We  diftinguifli  them  only  in  regard  to  the  mean$ 
whereby  thefe  revolutions  and  reprefentations  arife 
in  us ;  or  in  regard  to  the  fources.  from  whence  we 
draw  thefe  agreeable  fenfations. 

Whether  it  be  our  organs  of  fenfe  that  prefent 
them  to  us ;  whether  beautifiil  images  that  enter  the 
mind  by  the  eyes,  melodious  founds  by  the  ear,  de- 
lightful fmells  by  the  noftrils,  delicious  impreffions 
by  the  palate  and  tqngue,  or  agrfeable  thrilling  emo- 

JL  5  tion$ 
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dons  and  fenf;^tion$  by  fenfibiiity ;  th^y  are  all  c^Ued 
fenfual  pleafures,  thoi^gh  it  is  always  o^r  fpirit  that 
bas  and  enjoys  them.  They  nuy  even  foretimes  ii| 
^  purer,  higher,  nay,  in  the  peculiar  (igjttfication  of 
the  word  become  fpirituali  'whe^,  by  the  confidera-- 
don  and  fentiment  of  the  true,  the  beautiful,  and  tbQ 
good  in  nature,  we  are  thqicQ  led  to  the  ftill  more 
elevated  contemplation  and  adoration  of  their  great 
author  and  his  goodnefs ;  or,  in  gqner^,  when  we 
refled  on  thjem,  compare  them  together  ?md  with 
^rmer  fcutiments  and  ideas,  draw  conclufions  fron^i 
them,  and  afqend  from  particulars  and  individuals  to 
generals  and  univerfals,  and  at  length,  a$  far  %s  pur 
compreheufion  allows,  furvey  the  whole,  and  tba^ 
.  ufe  and  e:3(ercife  ail"  our  mental  faculties,  and  this 
without  laborious  exertions,  apd  widx  benefigial  efti 
fefts.  . 

And  it  is  jufl:  in  this  that  confift  fpiritual  ple?Jure% 
in  the  (hifteft  fenfc  of  the  term,  and'iA  contradifn 
tindtion  to  fuch  as  aj^  called  fenfuaU  We  term 
them  fpiritual,  inafmuch  as  they  dp  not  arife  by  pre 
fent  impreflions  on  our  fenfiial  organs,  but  chiefly, 
or  entirely  by  the  pecuUar  operation  of  pur  miudt 
and  are  a  firuit  of  i|$.  refle^ns,  its  confiderations  an4 
refearches— relate  n^ore  to  invifible  than  to  visible 
things,  and  are  grounded  on  the  knowledge  and 
contemplation  of  truth,  on  the  fBnfa:tions  of  mor?J 
beauty  and  harmony,  on,  th^  fentiment  of  our  own, 
inward,  ever-increafing  perfection,  pa  ^pr^on  of 
CJpd^  on  joy  in  Wuwmd  ch^arful  pyofp^fts.  in  ft^uyity. 
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Thdfe,  the  more  fpiritual,  or  entirely  fpiritual 
pleafures,  havc.undoubtedly,  of  all  others,  the  great* 
eft  value.  They  are  of  their  own  nature  inexhauft* 
ible.  No  man  can  ever  enjoy  all  the  pleafures  of 
this  kind  of  which  be  is  capable ;  and 'never  can  he 
fo  completely  enjoy  as  that  he  may  not  ftill  more 
completely  enjoy  them.  One  pleafure  is  continually 
fpringing  out  of  another  ;  and  even  that  which  we 
have  the  moft  frcq^uently  enjoyed  lofes  nothing  of  its 
value  thereby,  never  J^ecomes  infipid,  is  continually 
acquiring  new  tharms,  ever  frefh  delights,  ever  (hews 
itfelf  on  new  fides  and  in  new  combinations.  —  The 
materials  of  thef^  pleafures  are  as  immenfe  as  the  king* 
dom  of  truth,  as  unbounded  as  the  worl4,  and  a$ 
infinite  as  divine  perfedion.  —  Thefe  pleafures  ara 
for  the  fame  reafons  far  more  durable  than  all  others. 
They  vanilh  not  with  the  light  of  the  day ;  they  dif* 
appear  not  with  the  outward  afped  of  things,  turn 
not  to  corruptioh  with  our  bodies  in  the  graven 
They  remain  with  us  as  long  as  we  remain.  They 
abide  by  us  imder  all  the  changes  and  revolutions, 
however  great,  of  our  prefent  and  future  condition. 
They  fupply  the  want  of  the  whole  vifible  world  in 
the  darknefs  of  the  nighty  and  the  abfence  of  all  fo« 
ciety  in  the  lonelinefs  of  tlni  grave,— -—i-^-^ On  thif 
very  account  are  they  likewife  pleafures  which  bring 
U6  nearer  to  the  eiKl  for  which  we  were  -made* 
TThey  tranfplant  us  fir om^  the  clafs  of  merely  animali 
lo  that  of  fpiritual  beings.  They  conned  themfelves 
inun^diatejywith  the  pleafures  we  exped  in  a  better 

JU4  life. 
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life,  render  us  fitter  for  the  enjoyment;  of  them,  an4 
thofe  becdme  the  foundation  pf  thefe  and  thefe  i 
continuance  of  thofe.  ~        . 

But,  certain  as  all  this  is,  n\y  pious  hearers^  fo 
certain  is  it  likeWife,  that  fenfual  pleafures  have  never* 
thelefs  their  real  value,  that  we  are  not  by  any  means 
to  defpife  and  rejed  them,  that,  we  are  much  rather 
to  prize,  to  feek,  and  to  enjoy  them, -^  And  wherein 
then  peculiarly  confifts  the  value  of  fenfual  pleafure? 

That  it  confifts  in  an  agreeable  fenfation,  in  a 
pleafeit  mode  of  exiftence,  dx^d  thereby,  like  eveiy 
other  pleafur^,  has  an  intrinfic  value,  InfeparablQ 
from  the  enjoyment  of  it,  is  what  we  have  already 
remarked,  and  is  not  capable  of  any  f^her  defini-; 
don,  a?  a  matter  entirely  belonging  to  the  province 
of  fentiment  and  experience.  But  when  it  is  inno^ 
cent  and  legitimate,  it  receives  a  flill  greater  value  by 
the  good  confequences  it  produces',  by  its  effeds  on 
the  whole  of  our  outward  ftate. 

The  moderate  and  chearfiil  enjoyment  of  fenfual 
pleafure  fuppOrts  our  life,  and  promotes  our  health. 
By  giving  a  ftronger  ftimulus  to  the  folids,  and  a. 
quicker  circulation  to  the  fluids  of  our  body  y  by  the 
number  and  diverfity  of  the  movements  occafiorie4 
♦hereby ;  by  the  eeflation  of  all  toilfome  and  fatigu- 
ing exertions,  of  particular  veffels  and  nerves  either 
devoted  to  fixed  and  eameft  feflefltion,  or  adapted 
to  hard  mechanical  labour;  by  the  relaxation  of 
mufcles  and  veflels  too  ftrongly  agitated,  and  the 
4tioderate  employment  of  thofe  that  l^ave  Iain  too 

long 
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long  maftive ;  by  the  freer  inhaling  and  exhaling  of 
the  outward  air,  by  the  confequent  relief  from  preflJ. 
ing  cares,  by  the  view  of  brighter  objefts,  the  incite- 
merit  and  enjoyment  of  agreeable  fenfations :  by  all 
thefe  means  the  flighter  xiiforders  of  the  body  are  re- 
moved,  their  farther  progrefs  ftopped,  the  order, 
harmony,  and  equipoife  of  its  various  parts  and  their 
movements  are  reftored,  and  new  life  and  new  pow- 
ers infjjjred.  And  this  is  frequently  better  eflfefted 
by  walking  abroad,  recreating  joumics,  company, 
converiation,  diverfions,  dancing,  feftivities,  and  the 
like,  than  by  merely  mental  pleafures ;  under  which . 
our  bodies  would  fink,  at  leaft  in  their  prefent  ftate, 
if  they  were  not  relieved  by  fuch  alternatives,  aJs  much 
us  under  the  oppreflion  of  too  full  a  meal. 

But  if  our  bodies  (land  in  need  of  refreflimentt 
and  recreations,  our  mind  na  lefs  requires  and  finds 
them  in  the  innocdit  and  moderate  enjoyment  of 
fenfual  pleafures.  Its  attention  is  thereby  direfted  to 
other  matters  lefs  ferious  and  auftere ;  its  faculties 
are  as  it  were  relaxed,  aft  more  freely  ;  are  no  lon- 
ger confined  to  the  profecution  of  one  particular  dc- 
fign ;  cn\pioy  th^mfelves  on  new  ones,  on  lighter 
fucceflions  of  ideas  and  fentiments,  or  rove  more 
eafily  from  one  to  another,  without  remaining  on 
any  fo  long  as  to  feel  fatigue^  and  thus  our  mind 
acquires  frefh  life,  frefh  ftrength,  frefh  capacities, 
frefli  aptitude,  when  our  duty  and  vocation,  and  our 
#irfl  after  higher  excellence  fummon  it  to  any  new 

exertion^ 
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^exertions,  and  to  purfue  them  with  fads^^cm  »d 
.with  lucccfs* 

.  Innocent  fenfual  pleafures  contribute  likewife  to 
the  more  clofely  conncfting  mankind  with  each  other, 
^d  the  improvement  of  fpcial  life.  Social  pleafure 
draws  all  within  the  fphere  of  its  operation  to  it; 
t>riQgs  all  the  parts  of  it  nearer  together.  All  mu^ 
tm&Y  give  and  take,  receive  and  enjoy ;  every  one 
contributes  more  or  lefs  to  the  pleafures  of  the  reft ; 
'  and  this  muft  render  them  all  fenAble  of  their  mutual 
dependence,  their  mutual  wants,  and  thereby  make 
^em  more  valuable  and  more  dear  to  each  other. 

Innocent  fenfual  pleafure,  and  the  focial  enjoyment 
pf  it,  alfo  mitigates  all  afperity  and  extravagance  m 
the  judgments  aod  manners  of  men ;  caufes  them  to 
perceive  more  goodnefs,  more  pleafant  and  amiabk 
qualities  in  each  other  j  gives  even  virtue  a  brighter 
afped,  devotion  a  more  chearful  mien,  thus  gainy 
more  prrfelytes  to  both,  and  pfocvires  them  borfi  a 
larger  s^d  more  unimpeded  operation. . 

Innocent  fenfual  pleafure  expands  the  heart  with 
Jbenevdence  towards  all  men,  caufes  us  to  take  grea^ 
ter  intereft  in  every  thing  abwt  us,  makes  us  more 
fejifibleto  the  wants  of  others,  -and  ma,y  frequently 
exdte  us  to  many  bene^ent  and  generous  a^^ns^ 
No  man  that  is  worthy  of  ihat  name,  that  has  fenti« 
ment$  of  hvm\anity  about  him,  but  is  more  ready  to 
l^elp  his  brethren,  and  to  do  them  good,  when*  he 
feels  his  own  good  fortune  and  profp^ity,  ^ij^  k 
j)l€3fed  wd  chearful  in  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Innocent 
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Iimocmt  fenfual  pleafure  is  properly  detained  by 
honeft  perfevering  induftry  in  our  calling^  and  ijs,  at 
the  fairte  time,  the  due  reward  of  it :  a  reward  of 
vhich  perfons  even  in  the  lowed  ftations  of  life  arc 
caj^bje,  and  prrfbably  are  moft  in  want  of  j  a  reward 
that  fiipports  them  by  its  expectation  in  their  taoft 
laborious  toife,  and  renders  eafy  to  them  the  laoft 
difagreidable  a»d  the  moft  paii3iful  in^ploymests* 

And  how  adapted  is  the  enjoyment  of  Imioo^ 
fenfual  pleafvire  to  ndfe  the  heait  of  the  rational  mzjln 
the  true  chriftian,  to  God,  the  author  an-d  giver  of 
pleafure ;  to  penetrate  him  throughly  with  the  fiea- 
^ment  of  his  goddncfs ;  to  infpire  him  with  iuward 
Igve  ^d  gratitude  towards  his  beneficent  creator  and 
fetfaer ;  to  awaken  in  him  a  pure,  exited,  chearfiil 
p^}  to  allow  him  to  hope  for  more  and  larger 
|H)rtiQiUJ  <dtH  divfaie  bounty ;  and  open  to  him  the  ^ 
brigbteft  prc^HeQf^  of  higher,  nobler  kinds  of  flea^ 
f^re,  inii  mpre  perfed  ftate. 

All  tb^^  eoilfequeAce^  wd  ^fe&,  ^ch  attend 
on  innocent  and  temperate  fenfual  pleafure,  muft 
certainly  give  it  a  manifold  real  value ;  and  we  Ibould 
be  ignorant  both  of  m^  abd  his  wants^^  were  we  to 
refufe  it  him  altogether,  or  account  it  to  him  for  a 
6n,  tbat  as  a  fenfualbang  he  fbpuld  enjoy  fenfual 
pleafure.  No;  ^*  every  creature  of  God  is  good, 
and  nothing^  to  be  reftxfed.  If  it  be  received  mUx 
thankfgiving/' 

Permit  me  now,,  my  pious  hearers,, to  lay  down  a 
feiy  r^lps  vhjch  maybe  of  fervice  to  you  in  the 

ufe 
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ufe  and  enjoymrat  of  fenfual  pleafure,  and  fecure 
you  from  miftakes. 

Think  net,  that  becaufe  I  pronounce  all  pleafures 
to  be  really  pleafures,  and  do  not,  as  ufual,  condemn 
them  altogether,  that  you  are  therrfore  to  purfue 
cvery.pleafure  without  fcruple,  and  enjoy  it  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  way  at  will.  All  pleafures  are 
really  and  adually  fo ;  they  produce  in  us  all  agree- 
iable  fenfations.  But  all  pleafures  are  not  lawful; 
all  are  not  harmlefs ;  all  are  not  noble ;  all  may  not 
be  enjoyed  at  ^11  times,  in  all  drcumftances,  and  in 
the  fame  proportion.  The  generality  of  fenfual 
pleafures  are  deceitful  j  that  is,  they  promife  more 
than  they  perform ;  they  but  feldom  come  up  to  our 
expedations ;  they  excite  agreeable  fenfations  within 
us,  but  not  fucb  agreeable,^  not  fuch  delightful  feit- 
fations,  as  we  perhaps  concluded  they  would ;  they 
tommonly  are  far  lefs  durable  than  we  expe£led.  — 
Every,  even  the  mod  innocent  pleafure^  may  change 
into  pain,  and  does'adually  change  into  pain,  by  too 
frequent,  too  long,  and  too  contmued  enjoyment; 
if  we  bring  it  on  by  compulfion,  and  endeavour  to 
prolong  its  continuance  by  force,  when  it  is  not  the 
fimple  exigence  of  nature,  but  ail  artificial  requifite 
of  our  heated  imagination.  —  Several  kinds  of  plea- 
fure  are  abfolutely  interdided ;  as  all  thofe  that  are 
deftru£tive  to  the  body  or  to  the  mind ;  all  that  are 
injurious  to  our  neighbour,  in  his  health,  his  honow, 
his  property,  his  reafonable  pleafures,  or  in  his  cir^ 
cumftances  j   all  that  render  us  unfit  or  indifpofed 

for 
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Jpr  the  fecial  duties  and  fervicesT  we  are  bound  to 
perfonn,  —  Others  are  allowable,  but  only  as  they 
are  enjoyed  at  proper  feafons,  in  due  degree,  and  are 
not  dHqualifying  or  detrimental  to  the  relifli  of  more 
pure  and  exalted  pleafures. 

Be,  therefore—- this  is  my  fecond  rule — be  pru- 
delit,  careful,  smd  confcientious  in  the  chbice  of  your 
pleafures.  Do  not  imagine  the  firft  that  folidts  you 
to  be  the  beft.  This  is  to  do  like  children,  who  are 
yet  defedtive'  in  that  which  genenJly  diftinguifh^ 
men  from  the  inferior  animals,  I  mean  judgmait,  and . 
who  yet,  like  the  brutes,,  a£t  more  from  inftind  than 
from  confideration  and  reflection.  Men  mufl  dif- 
tinguifh  themfelves  from  children  in  the  choice  of 
their  pleafures.  Suflfer  no  pleafure,  which  you  your- 
felf  do  not  approve,  to  impofe  upon  you,  to  perfu^de 
w  b^uile  you ;  or  which,  at  the  time,  and  in  the 
prrfent  temper  of  your  mind,  you  had  rather  change 
for  another,  perhaps  fome  nobler  pleafure.  Examine 
the  pleafure  that  prefents  itfelf  (o  you,  by  the  rules  of 
wifdom,  of  prudence,  of  religion,  and  of  chriftianity  j 
by  your  prefent  wants  and  circumftances.  Afkyour- 
felf :  By  this  pleafure  fhall  I  dp  no  injuflice  to  any 
one,  hurt  none,  negleft  no  neceflary,  indifpenfable 
duty  towards'  my  parents,  my  children,  my  family, 
my  fellow-citizens,  my  fellow-creatures  ?  Will  not 
my  worldly  affairs  be  injured  by  it  ?  Will  it  be  pre- 
judicial  or  ferviceable  to  my  health  ?  Will  it  wound 
my  peace  of  mind  or  promote -it  ?  Will  it  adminif. 
ter  temptation  and  charms  to  fm  and  vice,  or  afford 

eacourage- 
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€3ftcbui^g€m€^t  ind  iftdtemeftt  to  virtue?  V5^I  it 
tend  to  fit  or  to  uJiKt  ihe  for  th^  dMcharg^  of  my 
duty,  to  make  me  more  flothftil  or  more,  aflive;  t 
"Win  it  lead  me  off  from  God ;  or,  by  a  ratioilal  aftd 
difcreet  enjoyment  of  his  bbmity,  conneft  me  clofei^ 
tb  Kito  ?  Will  it  deprive  me  of  my  tafte  for  feri^uS 
occupations,  for  fuWimer  pleafures,  of  all  reliffr  fof 
Ae  worflup  of  God  and  the  exercife^  of  devotion,  or 
biQ>ire  ihe  witli  fre(h  eagerftefs  and  powers  ^fetol^ 
Am  I  fure  that  it  will  never  caufe  me  remorfe  and 
pain }  that  I  Aall  always  recoUeS  it  vdth  fatis&flaoil 
ind  with  tbanl^ulnefe  to  God  who  youchfafed  It  to 
ato?  Shall  I  not  lay  a  ft^mbling  block  in  the  Way 
of -my  one,  or  neiidleftly  give  him  pam  by  the  kiA^ 
gence  of  this  gratification  i  Shall  I  not  prob^ly 
thereby  indnce  others  of  the  fame  ftadoni^ith  rflyfelff 
but  not  in  fuch  good  circumftances,  to  follow  vSf 
example,  and  fo  prejudice  themfelves  and  otheft  ?-*< 
And  am  I,  in  fiiort,  actually  in  want  of  this  pkafore? 
fiave  I  firft  def<arved  it  by  any  gopd  and  ufefiil:  ac^ 
lions,  by  a  faithful  and  diligent  obfervance  of  my 
duty  ?  Have  i  really  fo  confumed  my  (btogdi  by 
labouring  in  my  vocation^  or  by  any  othe^  laudable 
means,  that  I  mufl  provide  for  its  recreatioii  i  Fdr, 
as  k  is  faid.  He  that  will  not  work,  na&er  fliotM 
he  eat  J  it  may  befull  as  truly  feid^  he  who  haa^  no! 
worked,  it  not  authorifed  to  take  any  pleaftffe,  riti» 
iter  can  he  conipletely  ^joy  it.  —  Whqtev^  iS*^ 
quently  and  feriouily  makes  thefe  refle£ti^»^^  ^ 
certainly  indulge  himfelf  in  no  pleaiures^  tlmg^  n:o0 
fa  permitted, 
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permitted^  or  that  may  be  xniiufeftly  detrimental  to 
Iffiirfclf  or  to  others^  will  feldom  err  in  the  choice  of 
Ks  pleafiires,  and  neiver  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  nao- 
deration ;  and  to  him  they  will  conftantiy  be  what- 
they  were  ihtended  to  be  in  the  gracious  defigns  of 
our  creator— not  the  bufinefs,  not  the  main  con- 
ccra,  not  the  end  and  sum — but  the  fupport,  the  re- 
crea^^,  die  aJiimatiQix,  encouragement,  and  inc^^ 
4ive  to  duty,  the  path  to  fuperipr  ei^cetlence* 

A  third  ruTe,  that  may  affift  us  in  the  choice  <jf 
our  pleafures,  is  this :  always  prefer  thofe  pl^^f es^ 
and  diverfibns  which  are  at  the  fame  time  profitable^ 
to  fiK:h  a&  are  iimply  pleafiirei  and  diverflpnsy  or  the 
2wivantage  whereof  is  v^  remote  and  almoft  iniper-- 
c^tibte.  In  this  view,  the  titore  mencal  pleafxures 
have  a  manifeft  preferen^ 6  to  the  more  fi^ttal  or  the 
barely  fenfual.  Whert  I  pleafe  my  palate  by  fii^ 
voory  meats^  or  charm  it  by  generous  and  racy  wine ; 
when  I  flatter  my  olfaftory  nerves  by  aromatic  ancb 
delicious  odours ;  when  I  deUght  myfelf  in  rfKf  fen*- 
fations  of  a  genial  warmth^  a  refreOiing  br^^se,  dr 
other  gentle  im|H«ffions  on  the  organs  of  feeling  j 
when  I  beguile  the  tedioiifnefs  of  time  by  honeft  di^* 
verfion ;  when  I  totally  unbend,  ai^  yield  altemate-^ 
ly  to  the  fweet  impreffions  of  outward  things;  atlV 
thia  if^  real  pleafure ;  but  it  is  merely  pleafure,  tto»- 
thing  but  pleafure,  that  is  ibmedmes  advantageous^ 
in  its  confequences^  but  nevc?r  of  itfSdf.  As  olksa^ 
on  the  otfier  bandy  as  I  engage  m  ieiious  or  lively;, 
iflftmaivc  or  wkty  conyerfatia^  or  frequent  fenf^le 

company. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


l6o      THE   VALUB  OF   SENSUAL    PLEASUR]^/ 

company,  as  often  as  I  contemplate  the  beauties  of 
nature,  or  the  harmony  of  founds,  or  the  woiics  of 
art,  with*  eameftnefs  and  fentiment;   as  often  as  I^ 
sdminifler  wholefome  food  to  my  naind,  my  fiigacity 
and  my  fenfibility^  by  reading  or  bearinj^  the  per- 
fi^rmances  of  genius  ;  as  often  as  I  employ  myfelf  in 
refieflion  or  in  eierdfes  of  devotion,*  or  in  works  of 
bcneficenc.e :   fo  often  I  enjoy  pleafure,  adual  plea- 
fure,  andyet  not  merely  pleafure,  but,  at  the  lame  time^ . 
during  the  enjoyment,  1  promote  a  ufeftil  exercife  of 
my  mental  powers,  of  my  tafte,  my  fenfibility,  my 
telents  and  ingenuity,  and  in  fo  doing  immediately 
forward  my  perfe&ion  and  happinefs.     Therefore 
*  comimie  no  labour  to  abfolute  fatigue,  till  you  feel 
quite  weakened  and  exhauftedj  and  require  a  total 
rdaxatibn,  and  fo  force  yourfelf  to  feek  mere  plea-' 
fiure,  or  rather  a  not  difagreeable  inaftivity  and  re- 
pofe,  in  attending  to  your  health  or  your  life ;  when- 
ever the  choice  of  your  pleafures  depends  on  yourfelf, 
ind  you  may  enjoy  one  as  well  as  another  without 
detriment,  prefer  that  which  by  a  moderate  employ- 
ment aflFords  you  recreation  and  exercife  at  once,  to 
that  which  barely  gives  you  reft,  or  barely  pleafure^ 
or  infpires  you  with  new  ftrength  and  vigoiir  only  ia 
its.cqnfequehces. 

,  Fourthly,  let  no  fenfual  pleafure  become  a  paffion, 
if  you  would  not  nm  the  hazard  of  lofing  your  li- 
berty, and  of  falling  into  the  moft  lamentable  bon« 
dage.  He  that  indulges  himfelf  as  frequently  in  fen« 
fual  pleafure  as  he  has  the  means  and  opportunities 
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for  it,  wUl  foon  fead  that  he  cannot  forego  it  wkhout 
uneafinefs  and  relufbance:  and  he  who  cannot  deprive 
himfelf  of  it,  without  thinking  himfelf  unhappy,  will, 
foou  find  it  become  a  paifion ;   that  is,  he  will  no 
longer.be  able  to  withiland  the  calls  and  allurements 
of  it  —  will  prefer  it  to  all  other  kinds  of  pleafure, 
fecrifice  them  all  to  that  one,  and  think  himfelf 
happy  only  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.    And  when 
matters  are  come  to  this  pafs,  how  can  the  man  {till 
preferve  Ws  freedom  ?    How  will  he  be  able  to  do 
that  which  reafon  and  confcience  in  all  events  enjoin 
turn  as  the  litteft  and  beft  ?    How  often  ^yill  he  not 
negled  the  moft  urgent  affairs  aQd  violate  the  moft 
facred  duties,  for  running  after  this  pleafure  which  is 
every  thing  to  him !     How  often  will  the  bare  wan^ 
of  this,  or  the  impoffibility  of  enjoying  it,  render  hini 
indifpofed,  unqualified,  too  languid  for  any  other  ex* 
ertion  pf  his  faculties,  for  any  ferious  bufmefs,  for 
any  ufeful  occupation !— And  how  can  a  man  in  thi$ 
fituation  be  happy  ?    Nay,  the  oftener  he  mufl  deny 
himfelf  the  pleafure  he  fo  paflionately  purfues  (an^ 
neither  his  own  nature,  noif  the  nature  of  other  thingi^ 
and  other  men,  will  allow  him  fo  frequently  tp  eur 
Joy  it  as  he  would  wiih)  the  oftener  therefore  he  piuJ^ 
deny  himfelf  to  it,  fo  much  the  oftener  muft  he, 
more  or  leis,  be  miferable.     Would  you   ^vpid 
diis  thraldom  and  this  mifery,  my  pious  hearers; 
then  fuflSer  ciot  the  propepfity  jo  fenfual  pleafure  tp 
get  the  command  pv^r  you  j  allow  it  not  to  be^com? 
h  violent  as  that  ypu  cannot  withfland  it.    To  tlus 
VOL.  I.  M  end, 
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endj'accuftom  yourfelves  to  Sibftinence  from  this  km'4 
ofpleafures*  Enjoy  them  not  fo  frequently  as  cfrt 
cumftances  and  time  permit ;  not  fo  frequently  as  ♦ 
you  have  opportunities  and  inclination  thereto. 
Break  off  froni  them  at  times,  on  purpofe,  that  you 
may  learn  to  be  deprived  of  them  without  anxiety  or 
vexation ;  merely  that  you  may  maintain  the  com- 
mand  over  yourfeif,  and  the  rights  of  your  j-eafon 
and  liberty ;  merely  that  you  may  not  become  the 
flaves  to  fuch  things,  as  you  probably  muft,  one  timq 
or  other,  relinquifh  whether  you  will  or  no,  and  the 
privation  of  which  would  render  yOu  unhappy,  ,if 
you  had  not  previoufly  accuftomed  yourfelf  to  it^ 
Hard  as  the  obfervance  of  this  rule  may  appear,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffaiy  for  every  man  who  would  be  wife 
and  virtuous,  and  capable  of  lafting  peace  and  a  folid 
fcHcit/, 

Laftiyi  for  the  enjoyment  of  fenfual  pleafures, 
however  innocent  they  may  be,  fiegleft  not  the  loftier 
and  purer  pleafures  of  the  mind.  Let  them  not  ren- 
ifer  -you  unfit  for  thefe.  Let  thefe  ever  have  the 
precedence  over  them.  They  are  deceitful,  trahfient^ 
t)f  fhort  duration ;  thefe  are  altogether  what  they 
feem ;  perform  all  that  they  promife,  and  even  more; 
are  incorruptible  and  eternal.  The  former  we 
can  only  enjoy  fo  long  as  we  have  thefe  organs  of 
fenfe ;  with  the. death  of  our  body  they  fall  totally 
away.  The  latter  abide  with  us  lifter  we  have  pad 
the  grave,  and  gate  of  death ;  we  can  enjoy  them  a$ 
long  a^  our  fpirit  exifts  and  lives  and  afts.     The 

f  knowledge 
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knowledge  of  truth  will  rejoice  us  for  ever,  yield  a*^: 
inexhauftible  materials  for  refleftion  and.  pleafur^^. 
and  raife  us  continually  to  higher  kno^vledge.  Qpod- 
nefs,  virtuous  fentimepts,  anions  and  difpofitionSj^ 
will  never  ceafe  from  bieijfog  us  with  the  delightful 
cpnfcioufhefsofexcellence  and  intrinfic  worth.  Com«> 
munion  with  God  will  be  to  us  an  inexhauftible ' 
fcurce  of  the  moft  elevate^  pleafure  and  joy.  But 
thefe  fpiritual  pleafures  can  only  the^  be  To,  after  w^ 
have  Juiown  and  loved  and  fought,  and  .^njoyed  then;j 
here,  and  preferred  th^m  to  every  other  kind  oJF  pfea^ 
fare.  He  that  has  confined  himfelf  here  to  merely 
fcnfual  pleafures,  muft  neceflSuily  be  miferable  in  the 
future  ftate.  He  brings  with  him  the  eager  appetite 
for  pleafure,  and  all  the  means  of  gratifying^  it  are 
gone.  Can  you  rcprefent  to  yourfelves  a  ftate  of 
greater  torment  than  this  ? 

Beware,  my  dear  brethren,  of  this ;  purify  and 
exalt  you  tafte,  frequently  reflefl:  oh  your  future  lot ; 
fay  often  to  yourfelves :  No,  I  am  not  wholly  duft, 
not  totally  fubjeQ:  to  corruption ;  I  am  not  merely 
an  animal  man.  There  is  a  fpirit  \yijhin  me,  a  ra- 
tional, immortal  fpirit,  capable  of  greater  perfection, 
of  a  higher  felicity ;  a  fpirit,  whofe  life  and  nutriment 
confifts  not  in  meat  and  drink,  not  in  fenfual  lufts, 
but  in  knowledge  and  virti^e,  and  love  towards  God 
and  man ;  a  fpirit,  whofe  future  portion  depends  on 
my  prefent  behaviour,  whofe  future  pleafures  ^ill  be 
detennined  by  thofe  which  I  at  prefent  moft  feek, 
moft  prize,  moft  love  !     Mere  fenfual  pleafures  can« 
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llOt  &tkfy  i^ ;  dic^  foUowit  not  into  its  higher  ibte} 
it  cannot  tranfport  them  ^th  it  into  g  better  worlds 
^o ;  I  vill  even  now  endeavour  to  fccnr^  to  myfelf 
ifeofe  nobler  pleafures,  thofe  purer  joys,  to  iTohicb  I 
stm  invited  as  ^  man  an4  a  chriftiaii ;  will  ^t  prefent 
exerdfe  myfiflf  in  every  thing  that  can  rend^  me  caf 
pable  of  that  hope !  Then,  let  all  fenfual  earthly 
l^leafures  b^  as  fiiprt,  as  imperfed:,  and  tranfirat  ^ 
i^ey  may,  however  foo|i  to  be  torn  from  mc,  I  ftill 
know,  that  quite  other  iatisfa^tions  await  me,  cdcf? 
tia^  divine,  et^nal,  which  will  immpnfely  compeofiitf 
the  )ofs  of  thenu 
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t\  &6D,  tke  father  of  all  mankind,  of  all  fpmw, 
^^  -^  eternal  fouree  of  all  that  is  arid  lives  and 
Uuaks !  feven  us  thou  haft  raifed  to  the  rank  o£ 
thinking,  intelligent,  fpiritual  beirig^,  to  the  rank 
bf  thy  children,  of  thy  emineritly  favoured  children, 
who  know  thee  as  their  father,  and  can  haVe  com- 
tnunioh  With  thee !  If  thou  have  made  us  like  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  duft  and  conneQ:ed  Us  with  an 
earthly  body,  yet  is  there  within  Us  a  fpiritual  life, 
a  Ij^itual  eniergy  which  lifts  Us  fai*  above  dull  and 
tarth,  and  tells  Us,  that  we  are  formed  after  thy 
image,  tliat  we  are  thy  offspring !  And  how  much 
has  not  thy  fatherly  goodnefs  provided  for  the  fuf- 
tenance,  -the  gratification,  the  ever  increafing  excel- 
lence of  our  mind !  With  what  abilities  and  capaci- 
ties fumilhed  it !   What  fources  of  the  pureft,  moft 
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exalted  pleafure  opened  to  it !  And  how  chearful, 
how  happy  might  we  not  already  be  in. this  ftate  of 
our  infancy ,Jf  we  knew  how  to  prize  and  to  employ 
our  advanFages  aright !  Oh  that  we  never  forgot  our 
'  fuperior  origin,  our  proximate  connexion  with  thee, 
our  near  affinity  with  thy  fon  Jefus  and  our  glorious 
appointment  hereafter, — never  thought  and  aded  as 
merely  fenfual  creatures,  but  continuajly  as  intelli- 
gent, fpiritual,  immortal  men !  Teach  us  then  thy- 
felf  to  underftand  and  to  feel  our  dignity,  to  prefer 
before  all  things  that  which  coixnefts  us  with  higher 
beings,  and  with  thee,  the  Moft  High,  ever  better 
and  better  to  ufe  and  to  exercife  our  noble  faculties 
and  abilities,  and  thus  ever  to  render  ourfelves  more 
worthy  pf  beipg  called  thy  children  and  brethren  of 
thy  fon  Jefus,  who  is  highly  exalted  over  all !  —  Let 
the  knowledge  of  truth,*the  love  and  praftice  of  virtue, 
benevolence  and  bendicence,  the  endeavour  after 
perfection,  and  the  fublime  prerogative  of  raifing  our* 
felves  to  thee,  and  of  having  communion  with  thee, 
be  ever  more  important,  ever  dearer  to  us ;  and 
'grant,  that  we  may  feek  and  find  therein  that  pure 
pleafure,  that  permanent  felicity,  which  every  where 
elfe  y^'c  fhould  feek  in  vain.-.  Blefs  to  this  ei^  the 
^dyetrines  t;hat  are  now  to  be  delivered  to  us.  iet 
.  our  propenfity  to  pleafure  be  thereby  pi^ified  and 
elevated.  Thefe.our  petitions  we  humbly  pJFervng 
to  thee  in,  the  name^f^i^^4^  Jefus 

ChVilt,   aM  callupon  thee  farther  in  hi3  words  i 
Our  father,  &c.  / 
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Ephes.  V.  iS. 
Be  filled  with  th^  fpirit. 

FREQUENTLY  have  I  already  recommended  tj) 
you  imellcftuat  pleafures,  as  the  pureft,  the 
npbleft,  the  moft  durable  of  all  others;  already 
often  told  you  that  they  are  the  moft  worthy  of  us, 
both  as  men  and  as  ehriftians,  the  moft  conformable 
^th  our  high  YocsLtion^  and  the  fkteft  preparation 
for  our  entr^c<?  on  the  future  ftate;  often  hayel 
encouraged  and  exhorted  you  to  give  them  the  pre- 
ference to  all  other  kinds  of  pleafure,  with  the  affti- 
tance  that  you  will  neveV  repent  of  your  choice. 
Even  in  my  laft  difcoiirfe  in  treating  of  the  value  of 
fenfuai  pleafufe,.!  recommended  thofe  of  the  mind 
as  far  moi^e  excellent.  And  this  they  certainly  are ; 
as  certainly  and  irtdifput&bly  a?  our  fpirit  is  of 
it  nobler  nature  and  frame  than  our  body;  as 
certainly  as  things  iindecaying  are  better  than  things 
^  tranfitbry,  ^infinite  greater  than  finite,  eternity  of 
morjfe  cohfequence  than  time^;  as  certainly  as  that 
our  aflSnity  with  the  angels,  with  Jefus,  with  God 
himfelf^s'  mpr^  glorious  and  defirable  than  our  rela-  ' 
'  ^QuStt^w^  the,  planjs  and  the  beafts  of  the  field. 
He  t^t  is  *#:qi*iate^4W^^^  pleafures  of  the 

mi^d,  who  kafk6ws  theni  by  expnence,^has  ofen  ot^ 
joyed  them,  can  never  more  do  without  them ;  they 
>i  4  will 
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will  be  as  urgently  ncceflary  to  him  as  eating  and 
drinking  to  the  fenfual  man;  and  he  runs  fo  little 
riik  of  lofing  his  reliih  for  them,  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  will  have  caufe  to  beware  left  for  them  he 
ffiould  utterly  dcfpife  and  negled  ail  other  pleafures 
of  an  inferior  order,  the  enjoyment  of  which  is  not 
only  allowed,  but  is  oiften  needful  and  falutary. 

And  yet  there  are  comparatively  but  ^fmall  num- 
ber of  perfons  who  are  of  this  opfhion,  Senfual 
pleafures  are  in  geireral'far  higher  prfeed,  far  more 
ardently  fought  after,  fistr  more  ftedfafUy  purfued 
'  than  intelleftual.  Theformer  will  ffnd  a  hundred  ad- 
'mirers  and  encomiafts,  where  the  latter  willfcarcefy 
have  one.  The  former  make  a  buhdred  times  &t 
fubj^a  and  folace  of  •fodalconverfetions;  while  the 
latter  are  fcartely  mentioned,  I  riiean  mentitmed 
with  truth  and  fentim6nt»  Evay  one  praifes  the 
former,  whether  yoimg  or  old,  whether  h^  partakes 
of  them  or  not ;  while  ihc  latter  are  but  feldom 
noticed,  and  declared  t<f  be  what  ihey  really  are. 

And  whence  does  this  arife  ?  Does  it  rtot,  pjutty 
at  leaft,  proceed  hence,  that  thefe  pleafitrfes  are  ndt 
fufficiently  known ;  that  We  do  not  rightly  underftarid 
what  they  are,  what  tftey  pi^oduce,  what  they  infttfe 
to  us,  arid  wherein  their  proper  value  Confifts?  In- 
deed the  effence  of  plealiire,  of  whaC6vei<  kind,  or 
that  which  caufes  plerifure  to  be  fo,  is  iitt  esy^tobe 
defcribed,  not  ftrifltly  to  be  defied;/  JPteafutt  Is 
fenfadon.  He  that  would  properly  tofk>W  It,  he  thit 
would  tafte  itsfweets,  muft  himfelf  experience,  tttuft 
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himfelf  enjoy  it.  The  fources  of  Aefe  pleafures  how- 
ever, may  ht  afcertained,  fome  of  fheir  fruits  and  ef- 
feflrs  may  be  illuftrated ;  fdmething,  at  leaft,  may 
be  faid  of  their  nature  and  quality.  Probably  a 
greater  attention  may  be  excited  towards  them,  fome 
appetence  after  them,  perhaps  a  refolution  may 
be  produced  to  become  better  acquainted  with  them 
'by  a  diligent  examination  of  their  merits. 

And  this  is  what  I  am  defirous  of  doing  at  prefeitt 
in  regard  of  intelleftual  pleafures.  Lmay,  perhaps, 
contribute  either  to  render  fuch  to  whom  they  are 
ilrange,  or  not  fufficiently  familiar,  more  attentive 
to  them,  or  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm  the  avidity 
and  love  for  theni  in  fuch  as  have  already  direfted 
their  tafte  that  way. 

'This  is,  if  not  the  only,  at-  leaft  one  indifpen- 
^lable   means   of  obeying    the   apoftle's    injunftion 
in  our  text,  where  he  fays  to   chriftians.   Be  ye 
'filled  with  the  fpirit.    fie  thoroughly  impreffed  with 
the  fpirit  of  religion  and  of  chriftianity ;  open  your 
lindferftandirig  and  your  heart  to  their  influence; 
let  that  which  niakes  you  wife  and  fincere  chrif- 
tians, which  infpires  you  with  pious  and  virtuous 
difjidfitibns,  which  will  give  you  a  fpiritual  life, 
fpiritual  faculties,  and  fpiritual  joys,  be  much  dearer 
To  you,   much   ttiore  earneftly  fought  after  than 
the  gratification  of  the  fenfual  appetites.       Seek 
them  with  iiifiiiitely  greater  ardour  than  fuch  as  de- 
grade your  fpirit,  and  tnay  eafily  lead  you  to  licen- 
tionfnefs  and  profligacy.     We"  fliall  not  therefore  de- 
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part  from  the  purport  of  the  apoftolical  exhortaticMl^, 
in  admoniftiing  you  conc'eming  mtelkdual  pleafures, 
and  their  pre-eminent  value- '  To  this  €nd,  I  Aall, 
firll,  make  fome  general  otfervations,  on  intelleftusJl 
pleafures  ;  and  then  go  through  the  principal  kinds 
of  them  in  particular,  and  point  out  tlieir  value. 

You  know,  from  my  laft  difcourfe,  what  we  are 
to  underftand  by  intelledual  pleafuresj  namely, 
pleafures  which  our  mind  procui^s  to  itfelf,  which  are 
produced  more  by  it$  own  aftivity  than  by  the  im- 
preffions  made  externally  on  our  fenfes.  Our  fenfes 
indeed  fumifli  us  with  the  materials,  they  give  our 
mind  the  firfl:  ideas  of  them,  and  the  flock  is 
increafed  by  their  miniftration.  But  our  mind 
works  up  thefe  materials,  modifies  this  fund  j  ar- 
ranges, .feparates,- combines  them;  it  relBefts  upon 
what  we  have  learnt  and  experienced  by  our  fight, 
by  our  hearing,  by  our  feeling,  and  the  like,  of  odt- 
ward  objeds ;  ^proceeds  from  particulars  to  generals, 
froni  vifible  to  invifible :  and.  whenever  it  diffcovers 
order,  truth,  beauty,  goodnefs,  perfedion,  it  forms 
mental  reprefentation?  of  them,  more  or  lels  lively 
and  apparent,  and  withal  looks  back  on  itfelf  and  its- 
powers  with  confcioufnefs — or  when  ever  itesm  only 
•  exert  and  apply  its  proper  faculties  eafily  and  effec- 
tually in  a  manner  adapted  ^o  its  views  and  defires — 
let  the  things  wherein  it  is  employed  be  either  true 
or  not  tnie,  good  or  evil  —  it  then  enjoys  wfiat  wi& 
term  intelleftual  pleafure.  It  has  an  agreeable  fenfation 
of  its  exiflence,  of  its  prefent  condition,  which  Is 
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founded  6n  this  lentiment  4md  difplay  of  its  dapadtied 
'and  powers,  and  its  relatidn  to  the  whole  matmal 
and  intelleftull  wojtd. 

Thefe  intelleftUal  pleafures  are  frequently  divided 
into  pleafures  of  the  mind  and  pleafures  of  the  heart* 
Tlie  pkafures  of  the  mind  are  founded  on  know- 
ledge, on  clear  perceptions,  on  |3lain  or  compreben- 
five  conceptions,  and  luminous  excurfions  into  the 
unbounded  realms  of  truth;  oh  the  great  variety  of 
ideas,  and  as  various,  though  not  common  cohnefkion 
between  them ;  on  eafy,  quick,  and  happy  turns  of  wit^ 
iDf  fagacity,  of  fancy,  of  argument.  The  pleafures  of 
the  heart  confii^  more  iij  the  lively  fenfation,  repre- 
fentation  and  difplay  of  what  is  true,  beaudful,  good, 
generous,  oi^  great  and  extraordinary;  but  principally 
ill  benevolence  and  beneficence.- — Infaft,  they  arc 
not  eafily  to  be  dybriminated,  being  all  operadons 
of  one  and  the  fame  intelleftuail  faculty,  the  mind  and 
heart  having  generally  an  equal  fhare  in  each,  and 
they  need  not  be  farther  diftinguilhe^.  We  will  juft 
add  a  few  more  general  remarks  on  the  natural  and 
moral  frame  of  thefe  pleafures,  before  we  proceed  to 
their  particular  kinds, , ' 

,  Every  intelledual,  as  well  as  every  fenfual  plea- 
fure,  is  real  pleafure,  is,  for  the  time,  a  really  agree- 
able fenfadon,  whethfer  morally  good  or  evil,  inno- 
cent or  crinunal.  When  the  envious  and  malevolent 
man  difcries  any  fecret  infirmity  of  his  brother,  drags 
into  view  his  inperfedions  and  failings,  recalls  them 
on  every  occafion  to  his  mind,  and  delights  himfelf 

in 
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ki  dwelling  5n  them  J  when  Ae  r&^^jngeftil  man  re^ 
prd'ents  to  hirtifelf  in  liv^^ly  colours  the  midbriune  of 
ail  enemy,  with  all  its  difma!  conTeqiienceS,  an4 
ipgdiices  in  the  idea  j  they  both  receive  a  real  pleafure^ 
Chcfy  afl:ually  feel  agreeable  fenfations*  But  this 
pfeafure  is  fo  for  from  being  enviable,  that  it  is  de^ 
teftable,  flioddng-^  diabolical  plealfuriB;  a  pleafurd 
tfefit  difturbs,  debales  and  difgraces  the  man;  aplea-f^ 
ftrre,  that  fooner  or  later  rq)ays  him  with  pain  and 
Temorfe,  deprives  him  of  a  thoufend  nobler  pleafures^ 
ajid  renders  him  at  length  incapable  of  theth. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  there  are  likewife  unlawful 
and  criminal  intelleftual  pleafures.  Not  all  and  each 
are  harmlefs;  not  all  and^ach  are  noble,  not  all 
worthy  of  the  man  and  the  chriftian.  To  devife  ex** 
tenfiye,  complicated,  artful  fchemes  for  compaffing  thel 
'hurt /of  another,  and  to  bring  them  to  effeO:,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  obftacles  and  difEculdes  a  than  meets 
with  in  his  crooked,  dark,  and  perilous  way;  to  em- 
ploy his  fagacity  in  railing  difficulties  and  perplexing 
doubts  on  matters  indifpenfable  to  religion*— to  in- 
jure the  innocait  by  his  wit,  to  obfcUre  the  merit  of 
the  deferring,  to  make  venerable  fubjcffts  ridiculous^ 
lo  give  freefcope  to  humour  in  writings  t>r  difcourfcj , 
whether  it  may  wound  or  pleafe;  all  this  is  intellec- 
tual pleafure,  but  low,  difgraceful,  guilty  pleafure  J 
.pleafure  that  can  excite  agreeable  fenfations  only  in 
die  heart  of  the  ungenerous,  the  evil-niinded  and  vi- 
cious man. 
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Still  fa^rihex.  Even  harmlefs,  exaked  btelkduaL 
pleafures  may  become  hurtfiit  when  immoderatdy' 
jenjoyed^when  contmued  dil  they  exhauft  the  &cidties^ 
deftroy  the  health,  or  eren  fliorten  Kfe.  Even  im)o- 
cent,  noble  intetledual  pleafores  may  become  crimi- 
nal^  if  by  our  mflexible  attachment  to  them  we  axe 
prevented  from  difcharging  the  duties  of  our  ftation^ 
our  office,  or  our  vocation;  if  they  deprive  us  of  the 
fodety  and  converfation  of  our  fellow-creatures;  if, 
by  too  ftriaiy  avoiding  all  fenfual  or  focial  pleafxires, 
we  bring  wifdom,  virtue,  and  piety  into  difreputc 
Tlius  will  even  the  pleafure  of  devotion  be  a.  per- 
nicious and  criminal  j^eafure  in  refped  of  a  man, 
who  folr  them  fhould  negleft  .the  affairs  of  his  callings 
or  omit  his  duty  towards  his  parents,  his  childreii, 
or  his  family.— ——Thcfe  obfervations,  my  piom  hear- 
ers, will  fuffice  for  reftifying  your  ideas  on  what  in^. 
telle£tual  pleafures  are  in  general-^— and  cautioning  yoa 
againft  n^aj^lying  thde  correded  notions  of  them. 
X*et  us  now  briefly  run  over  the  principal  kinds  oiF 
Ihefe  intelle£hial  pleafures,  and  point  out  thdr  na- 
ture and  value. 

Every  application  of  our  intdlefliual  powers  diat 
Is  performed  without  violence,  or  wearifome  effort^ 
with  eafe  and  eSfSS^  procures  us  intelle£hisd  pleafure^ 
be  ihe  objeft  what  it  may,  important  or  unimportant^ 
great  or  finall,  whether  it  rdate  to  religion,  or 
£0  ftiences,  or  arts,  or  the  common  affairs  of  life, 
'Whenever  we  fram^  in  our  minds  cle^  ideas  o( 
ttings,  difcriniiiuite  them  n>ore  or  lefs  by  our  faga^ 
'  city. 
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city,  difcover  their  principle  and  connexion  by  dur 
reafon  -^  or,  by  our  imagination,  make  ,what  is  ab- 
fent  to  be  prefent  to  iis,  render  the  invifible.vifible, 
give  a  reality  in  our  minds  to  what  is  barely  poffible;^ 
and  thus,  as  it  were,  create  n6w  worlds  of  our  own: 
whenever  we  exert  our  faculties  in  this  or  any  funi- 
lar  manner,  and  are/confcious  of  it  to  ourfelves,  we 
immediately  experience  a  pleafmg  fentiment  of  exift* 
cnce,  and  of  our  aftual  condition  j  we  are  rejoiced 
to  feel  tihat  we  have  thefe  faculties,  that  we  employ 
them,  that  we  are  able  to  employ  them  in  fuch 
various  ways,  and  with  fu^h  good  effefts,  that  we 
can  perform  thefe  or  other  matters  by  them.  And 
this  fentiment  of  our  faculties  muft  be  the  more 
pleafing  to  us,  mufl  communicate  fo  much  greater 
value  to  our  pleafure,  the  more  clearly  we  perceive 
that  they  effentially  belong  to. our  Self,  and  ^re  a 
for  more  folid,  more  durable  ground  of  our  per- 
fedion  and  happinefs,  than  all  outwairds  thing?  thaj 
we  poffefs  and  efteem. 

We  therefore  farther  .enjoy  intelledual  pleafure 
when  we  labour  at  the  augmentation  aiid  reQifica- 
tion  of  our  knowledge,  and  are  iemploy^d  to  this 
end  in  reading  or  refledion,  or  iQ  both  of  them  aj 
once.  And,  in  fa£t,  what  a  pl@^re  muft  it  not 
procure  us  when  we  contemplate  the  works  of  na- 
ture ;  when  we  invefligate  the  plants,  the  animals, 
man,  their  various  qualities, ,  abilities,  views,"  con- 
nexions, operations,  and  objeds;  when  we  conteitn- 
plate  the  diverfity,  the  grandeur,  the  order,  the 
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T&eauty,  the  harmony  of  all  the  Creator*s  works! 
every  where  life,  aftivity,  aftion —^  every  where  de- 
fign,  principles,  meai^s  of  felicity  and  joy,  or 'aftual 
enjoyment,  infinitely  diverlified  enjoyment  of  happi^ 
nefs  and  joy ;  on-  all  fides  fo  great  and  fuch  various 
powers  arifing,  expanding,  and  operating  in  their 
allotted  fphere;  operating  in  fuch  various,  in  fiich 
oppofite  directions,  and  ev^r  contributing  to  the  fup* 
port  and  advantage  of  the  whole !  What  .a  pleafure^ 
when  -^e  raife  ourfelves  in  thought  from  earth  to 
heaven,  and  there  lofe  ourfelves  among  the  number- 
lefs  multitudes  of  funs  and  worlds,'  of  fources  of 
exiftence  and  life,  of  new  theatres  of  the  majefty  and 
glory  of  God,  arid  foar  from  one  part  of  his  itnmenfe 
dominion  to  another,  and  4i6  where  difcover  either 
term  or  Umits  to  his  power  or  wifdom ;  when  we 
find  the  Creator  of  the  world  every  where  equally 
great,  immenfely  great,  in  every  part  as  in  the 
whole,  in  a  grain  of  fdftd  as  in  ^  the  fabric  of  the 
World  immenfely  great,  and  imnienfely  good !  What 
a  -  delightfiil,  what  a  yavifhing  fentiment  of  our 
powers,  of  our  exHlence/qf  ourrelationfllip  vmh  t3« 
world  and  its  author,  muft  not  thefe  contemplations, 
thefe  profpefts  yield  us  \  With  what  pure  inteUedual 
pkafure  flow  through  all  our  faculties!  And  thisi 
in  a  greater  or  a  lefs  degree,  does  every  enlargement 
of  our  perception^,  every  addition  to  our  knowledge, 
every  not  totally  Ijiccefslds  invelUgation  of  nature 
and  the  defign  of  things,  every  ftep  whereby^ we  ap- 
proach' to  the  difcovery  of  tnith,  4jr  which. gives  us  a 
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plainer  and  ckarer  conception  of  the  truths  we  aL 
ready  know.  This  in  particular  does  the  medilatioa 
on  the  dodrines  of  religion,  as  God  himfelf  hj^  re- 
vealed them  to  us  in  his  word  and  priiacipaUy  by 
Jefus.  The  purer^  the  richer,  the  more  autheatic 
thefe  fources  of  knowledge  be,  the  more  muft  they 
fatisfy  our.thirft  after  lighj:  and  :ruth  and  certointy; 
the  more  true  and  lafting  pleafure  muit  we  acquire 
from  them. 

A  third  fom-ce-  ^  intelle£kual  ple^ure  lies  partkiu 
larly  in  reffefUon  on  ourfelves,  on  our  nature,  our 
powers  and  abilities,  our  prefemt  and  iuture  appoints 
ment.  Certainly,  a  fpacious  and  fruitful  field  of 
meditation,  which,  if  we  loye  gpodnefs,  with  all  our 
imperfedions.  and  frailties,  opens  to. us  far  ipore 
pleafant  than  unpleafant  profpefts,  fupplies  us  with 
fer  more  materials  for  agr^able  than  difagreeabli? 
fenfatibns*  What  mm  but  muft  rejoice  in  bis  exift- 
encef,  when  be  is  ftitdying  and  feeling  and  conjedur- 
ing  what  he  is,  and  what  feere^er  he  will  be  and 
become ;  when,  with  all  his  ab^dSsBaent  amd  weaknefs, 
be  difcovers  in  himfelf  evident  lineaments  :Qf  the 
Ismge  of  God,  the.  germ'  of  future  elevation  and 
giraftdeurj.  when  he  feels  how  much  he  may  grow, 
ftxMn  tey^lafting  to  everlailing,  in  knowlec^e,  in  vir- 
tue^ in  aOivity,  in  bHfsj  when  he  confidors  what 
,Qod  has, already  done,  for  man  by  Jefus,  and  how 
much  greater  things  he  may  hope  for  from  him  ia 
futurity^.:  What,  prolific  difpofitions,  wh^t  great, 
ftndas^^yit  iataoft  unopened  abilities,  what  ac- 
*'  iti/  '■;  tive. 
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tive>  what  effeftive  powers,  but  at  prefent  circum* 
fcribed  and  limited  on  all  fides,  and  reftri£ted  £aicul* 
ties,  does  he  not  find  within  him,  when  he  at  times 
fucceeds  in  being  abforbed,  as  it  were  into  himfelf, 
and  is  able  to  obferve  the  a6Hon  and  procefs  of  his 
own  mind !  Then  how  much  muft  he  not  rejoice  in 
his^  deftination,  and  how  much  greater  and  nobler 
muft  this  joy  be  than  all  fenfible  and  tranfient  things 
can  give  him! 

Fourthly,  it  is  intelledual  pleafui:e,  or  procures  us 
Intelledlual  pl^ure,  when  we  labour  at  our  moral 
improvement,  and  find  our  labour  attended  by 
happy  effefts.  Wh^:  agreeable  fenfations  we  feel 
when  we  have  avoided  one  temptation  to  fin,  or 
happily  conquered  another;  when  we  form  a  good 
purpofe  and  carry  it  Into  execution;  liow,  no  more 
to  commit  a  fault  that  ufed  fo  often  and  fo  fuddenly 
to  furprize  us,  no  longer  to  fubmit  to  its  ftrong  at-^ 
traftions,  then  to  perform  with  readinefs  and  joy 
fome  good  and  generous  afliion,  which  ufed  to  feem 
fohard,  to. which  we  were  much  averfe,  and  muft 
be  urged  to  it  by  compulfion !  What  a  pleafurc, 
when  we  perceive  a  conftantly  increafing  degree  of 
iruth,  order,  and  harmony  prevailing  between  out 
perceptions,  fentiments,  difpofitions,  and  addons, 
that  we  are  ever  feldomer  liable  to  errors  and  fins[, 
feldomer  deceived  by  fenfual  defires,  or  driven  about 
by  inordinate  paflionsj  that  our  love  of  goqdnefs  is 
always  improving  in  ftrength  and  aftivity;  that  we 
are  conftantly  advancing  towards  chriftian  liberty 

VOL.  %.  N  and 
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and  perfedjon,  and  thereby  to  a  nearer  refeniblance 
with  Jefus,  our  leader  and  lordj  and  even  with  God 
himfelf !  To  conquer  ourfelf  and  the  world ;  to  be 
able  tO'pafs  from  bondage  to  freedom^  and  to  enjoy 
this  freedom  conftantly  more  entire;  to  feel  new 
life,  new  ftrength  within  J  to^be  proceeding  on  the 
way  of  wifdom  and  virtue ;  to  be  conftantly  advanc- 
ing nearer  to  the  mark  of  our  high  calling, — what 
intrinfic,  what  pure  delights  muft  this  not  procure 
the  man  who  feels  his  own  dignity,  and  ftrives  after 
perfeflion !  And  how  much  more  value  muft  not 
thefe  pleafures  have  in  his  eyes,  than  all  fuch  as  may 
procure  him  riches  and  honour,  improve  his  outward 
•  circumftances,  and  fpothe  his  fenfual  appetites! 

We  enjoy,  fifthly,  intelleftual  pleafure,  when  we 
engage  in  profitable  and  inftruftive  difcourle  with 
others ;  when  we  reciprocally  impart  our  perceptions, 
our  obfervations,  our  doubts,  our  experiences  to 
each  other;  confirm  one  another  in  our  good*  ai^d 
chriflian  difpofitions ;  mutually  confult  bne  another 
en  our  moft  important  affairs  and  profpefts  m  the 
prefent  and  in  the  future  world ;  and  this  in  the 
fpirit  of  love,  in  the  language  of  confidence,  and  in 
the  abundance  of  our  heart.  Then  one  thought  be- 
gets and  unfolds  another ;  one  fentiment  excites  and 
corroborates  another;  one  heart  warms  and  rejoices 
another.  One  helps  another  forward  in  the  way  of 
knowledge,  of  wifjdom,  of  virtue  and  of  happinel& 
Each  partakes  of  the  light,  oC  the  warmth,  of  the 
life,  of  the  powers  of  the  refl.    And  what  is  more 
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blefled,  than  in  this  manner  to  give  and  to  receive, 
and  thereby  to  unite  more  clofely  with  wife  and  good 
men!  How  far  muft  not  this  noble  intelledual 
pleafure,  which  is  never  exhaufted  and  never  infipid, 
which  brings  after  it  neither  vexation  nor  remorfe, 
how  far  muft  it  excel  every  other  lefs  intelledkual 
kind  of  focial  pleafure ! 

A  fixth  fource  of  intelleftual  picture,  not  lefs 
rich  and  ftill  richer  than  the  former,  is  a  general 
hearty  befievolence  towards  all  mankind.  How 
agreeably  muft  this  not  employ  the  mind  of  the 
man,  of  the  chriftian !  What  mild  and  blifsful  fen- 
fations  muft  it  not  e:S:citQ  and  fupport !  He  fees  his 
brethren  and  fifter^in  all  the  human  race,  creatures 
and  children  of  his  heavenly  Father ;  fharers  in  his 
immortality  and  the  gloriea  of  everlafting  life.  How 
pleafant  then  muft  their  coiuttenances  be  to  him! 
How  much  beauty,  goodnefs,  and  amiablenefs,  muft 
he  fee  in  them,  which  is  and  remains  iniwGble  to  the 
eyes  of  the  envious,  the  malicious,  the  thoughtlefs 
m^!  How  great  a  fhare,  how  agreeable  and  de- 
lightful a  fhare  does  he  not  take  in  their  fortunes, 
their  merits, ^their  fuccefTes,  and  their  advances  on 
the  path  to  perfedion !  How  heartily  does  he  rejoice 
in  it  all !  How  bleffed  in  them  and  with  them;  while 
all  is  iildifferent  to  the  unfeeling  man,  who  finds 
nothing  in  it  for  his  thoughts  or  his  f^nfations ! 

And  when  he  can  a£l  confiftently  with  his  bene- 
volence, can  be  aftually  beneficent  towards  his  bre- 
thren, when  he  can  ferve  and  help  them,  can  com- 
N  2  fort 
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fort  and  relieve  them,  leffen  their  mifersr,  advance 
their  happinefs;  when  he  can  in  general  lead  a  irfefiil 
fife  and  effed  goodnefs  far  around  him :  how  happy 
is  he  then  1  What  pleafures  ftream  into  his  hearty 
and  what  ftill  richer,  never-fisuling  fources  of  plea- 
fure  has  he  not  to  hope  for  in  futurity,  in  the  pro-f 
fpeft  of  all  the  good  confequences  of  his  beneficent 
deeds! 

Laftly,  the  nobleft,.  the  moll  exalted  kind  of  in* 
telleftual  pleafure,  is  undoubtedly  the  pkafure  of 
devotion.  Reprefent  to  yourfelves,  my  dear  bre* 
threh,  that  at  leaft  you  may  acquire  fome  conccp* 
dons  of  tUs  pleafure,  reprefent  to  yourfelves  a  man^ 
who  raifes  himfelf  with  his  whple  mind  to  God ; 
whole  foul  is  entirely  penetrated  with  thoughts  of 
God,  who  feels  the  jwefence  of  him  with  ftronger 
vivacity  than  ordinary,  perceives  his  power,  his  wif* 
dom,  his  goodnefs  on  all  fides  wherever  he  turns  b^ 
eyes  and  his  thoughts,  in  the  cleared  Ught,  feels  that 
in  this, God  he  lives,  and  moves,  and  has  his  beings 
that  this  God  is  his  creator,  his  preferyer,  his  father^ 
his  benefa^>r,  and  will  be  to  for  ever;  that  througb 
him  he  fub^fts  and  thinks  and  ads  and  is  happy ;  a 
man  who  rejoices  in  his  Godj  and  enjoys  a  clofe 
and ^intinaate  connexion  with  him;  experiences  the 
higheft,  and  conftantly  efEcient  benevolence  of  this 
God  towards  him ;  recoiled  all  the  boumies  he  has 
received  from  him,  and  e55>efl:s,  in  perfe6:  ccmfidence, 
flill  larger  fupplies  of  bounty  from  him :  a  man  that 
proitrates  himfeif  in  feutimeats  of  reverence  and  love, 
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before  the  great  parent  of  the  world,  addreffes  him 
as  the  Bemg  from  whom  all  tilings  proceed,  and  to 
whom  all  things  belong ;  lofes  himfelf  in  refledions 
on  his  majefty  and  glory ;  repofes  entirely  on  his 
will,  in  perfeft  confidence  furrenders  to  him  the 
guidance  and  diredion  of  his  life,  lays  all  his 
thoughts,  his  fentiments,  his  defir^,  his  wants,  his 
cares,  his  hopes,  without  hefitation  or  referve,  be- 
fore him ;  and  from  the  fulnefs  of  divine  power  and 
love  imbibes  and  enjoys  whatever  can  ftrengthen 
and  comfort  and  improve  and  blefs  him :  a  man 
who  reprefents- this  God  to  himfelf,  as  he  has  re- 
vealed himfelf  to  us  by  Jefus;  feels  the  entire  felicity 
of  his  near  connexion  and  relationfhip  with  the 
only-begotten  of  the  Father,  with  the  faviour  and 
deliverer  of  iftankindj  the  entire  .felicity  of  being  a 
redeemed  of  the  Lordj  a  member  of  his  fpiritual 
body,  a  chriftian,  and  of  thus  having  fellbwfhip 
with  the  Father  and  with  his  fon  Jefus :  a  man, 
who,  in  thefe  blefTed  moments  of  fuch  inward  fenti* 
ments  of  the  deity,  unites  himfelf  with  all  his  bre- 
thren upoii  earth  in  the  prefence  of  their  copimon 
father,  whb  embraces  them  ^11,  like  him,  with  bene- 
volence and  love,  who  ftrives  to  bring  them  all  with 
himfelf  nearer  to  him,  to  raider  them  more  well- 
pleafing  in  his  fight  and  more  fufceptible  of  his 
grace  and  goodnefs:  a  man,  in  fhort,  who  lofes 
from  his  fight  what  is  terreftrial  and  tranfitory,  al- 
ready tranfports  himfelf  in  fpirit  into  his  future  and 
better  fl:ate,  joins  the   fociety  of  juft  men  made 
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perfeft,  foars  to  the  blifsful  abodes  of  fuperior 
fpirits,  already  taftes  fomething  of  their  purer  feli- 
city, and  enjoys  beforehand  the  pleafures  he  is  here^ 
after  to  receive :  reprefent  to  yourfelves,  I  fay,  fuch 
a  man,  fuch  a  chriftian,  and  tell  me  whether  fuch 
exercifes  of  devoHon  do  not  render  him  happy  in  a 
high  degree ;  whether  the  pleafure,  the  fatisfadion, 
the  joy  they  procure  him,  muft  not  be  the  greateft, 
the  mod  exalted,  the  moll  cdvetable  of  all  the  plea- 
fures whereof  he  is  capable. 

Behold  then  fo  many  abxmdant  fources  of  intellec- 
tual pleafure  that  ftand  open  to  you !  You  may  all 
draw  W2^ter  out  of  Aefe  wells  ofvfalvation  !j — draw 
joy  and  felicity  from  them! — Intelledual  pleafures 
are  not  referved  exclufively  for  the  fcholar  or  the  dif 
vine.  No ;  they  are  for  you  all !  None  are  deficient 
in  the  capacities  and  means  for  the  enjoym^t  of 
them;  none  can  negleft  them  without  manifefjtly  in- 
juring his  happinefs.  But  indeed  they  are  not  alike 
copious  to  all,  equally  lively,  equally  agreeable  aiid 
fatisfaftory.  Indeed  they  muft  be  almoft  wholly  un- 
knovm  and  foreign  to  you,  if  you  do  not  exercife 
your  intelleftual  powers,  if  you  do  not  elevate  them 
above  fqnfxble  things^  if  you  do  not  accuftom  your* 
felves  to  refleift  upon  what  you  fee,  what  you  hear, 
y^hzt  ypu  do,  and  what  you'  experience ;  if  you 
ftudiou|fy  avoid  retirement  and  filence^  the  parent  of 
moft  and  the  pureft  of  intelleausd  pleafures;  or  if 
you  regard  knowledge  and  vrifdom  and  virtue  a§ 
indifferent  thin^?, 
.    •  ,  Avoid 
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Avoid  thefe  miftakes^  my  pious  hearers,  if  you 
would  underftand  what  fpiritual  pleafures  are,  and 
enjoy  them  when  underftood^  and  be  happy  in  their 
enjoyment.  Exercife  yourfelves  in  whatever  may 
procure  you  fuch  pleafures,  though  at  firft  it 
fhould  feem  hard  or  difagreeable  to  you.  As  there 
are  various  kinds  of  fenfual  pleafures  of  which  we 
cannot  partake,  unlefs  we  have  ftudied  and  been 
trained  to  them ;  fo  likewife  muft  our  capacities  be- 
drawn  forth  and  trained  to  intelledual  pleafures,  our 
tafte  muft  be  formed  to  them,  we  muft  know  them, 
muft  ufe  the  proper  means  to  acqiure  them,  muft* 
ftudy  to  enjoy  and  to  enjoy  them  more  completely. 

Learn  to  refleft,  to  think  with  confcioufnefs  and 
conjQderatioh,  think  on  what  you  have  already 
Aought  of,  again  and  again,  till  it  be  clear  and 
plain  to  your  underftanding,  and  truly  important  to 
your  heart.  Study  to  read,  to  hearj  to  feel,  to  ob- 
ferve,  with  attention,  refleftion,  and  intereft ;  learn 
to  colled  yoiu-  thoughts  from  difperfion ;  frequently 
call  them  off  from  outward  things,  and  dired:  them 
to  yourfelf,  to  your  prefent  condition,  and  your  fu- 
ture ftatc ;  learn  particularly  to  converfe  with  God, 
in  all  fituatidns  to  think  of  him  and  to  look  towards 
him,  to  rejoice  ih  his  cxiftence,  his  prefence,  and 
his  boimties.  Learn  to  pray,  and  thereby  to  have 
communion  with  him.  JDo  this,  though  never  fo 
imperfeftly  at  firft,  in  never  fo  fhort,  fo  abrupt  and 
irkfome  a  way,  as  may  reafonably  be  expedted  from 
your  infirmity  and  want  of  practice.     But  do  k 
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frequently;  devote  to  it  certain  hours  and  feafonsj 
return  to  it  again ;  let  not  the  firft  difficulties  deter  . 
you  from  it ;  require  not  to  reap  before  you  have 
fown.  The  oftener,  the  more  feduloufly  you  do 
this,  fo  much  the  eafier  and  the  more  chearfuUy  will 
you  do  it,  fo  much  the  more  pleafure  will  it  procure 
you,  fo  much  the  higher  Teliib  will  you  find  in  this, 
kind  of  pleafure ;  and  foon  you  will  not  be  able  to 
do  without  it,  — you  will  pefer  it  infinitely  beyond 
all  others* 

I  mean  not  to  fay,  that  you  muft  relinquiih  all  fen^ 
fual  pleafures,  that  you  ^^ufl  feek  and  enjoy  only  fuch 
as  are  merely  intelleftual.  No;  you  may  enjoy  them 
both:  but  thefe  are  much  purer,  nobler,  and  more 
lafting  than  the  others  \  thefe  are  able  to  render  yoi^ 
fer  more  excdlent  and  happy  than  they  can  do; 
thefe  muft  be  of  infinitely  greater  value  to  you,  if 
you  would  be  what  you  are  ordained  to  be  an4 
capable  of  becoming  as  men  and  as  chriftians. 

And  herein,  my  chriftian  friends,  you  may  an4 
Ihould  take  for  your  pattern  Jefus,  our  great  captain 
and^  leader  on  the  path  of  wifdom  and  blifs.  He 
enjoyed  alfo  fenfual  pleafures;  fat  down  to  fea^; 
aflbciated  with  nien  of  various  kinds;  ate  and  drank,. 
as  he  feys  himfelf,  like  other  foiks,  without  diSin^ 
guifhing  himfelf  from  them  by  any  particular  aufte-i 
rity.  But  fpiritual  pleafures  had  infinitely  the  pre:* 
ference  with  him.  To  accompUlh  the  will  of  him 
that  fent  him,  and  to  be  ufeful  to  his  brethren,  vas 
his  fpod^  his  pkafanteft^  his  darling  bufinefe.     Th^ 

pleafyrs 
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plcafure  of  doing  good  he  preferred  to  all  the  ac-r 
pommodations  of  life^  to  ileep,  to  reft,  and  to  every 
other  comfort*  He  paft  whole  nights  in  exercifes  of 
devotion  and  prayer ;  not  from  compulfion,  not  be«» 
caufe  it  was  his  duty,  but  becaufe  it  was  his  delight, 
]iis  real  life.  He  took  part  in  all  that  happened 
^iround  him ;  but  always  fo  that  his  mind  was  em- 
ployed in  reflecting  upon  it,  and  feeking  to  apply  it 
\>y  fome  means  or  other  to  the  inftruftion  and  ad- 
vantage of  fuch  as  were  prefent.  God,  futurity,  his 
iBiffion  from  the  Father,  his  return  to  him,  his 
grand,  beneficent  work  on  earth,  were  ever  before 
bis  eyes,  and  ever  in  his  heart.  Love  towards  God, 
his  heavenly  Father,  and  love  towards  man,  direO:- 
ing  and  blefling  him  at  every  ftep,  were  the  foul  of 
all  his  fentiments  and  aftions,  the  fource  of  his  fub- 
limeft  joy.  Endeavour  to  refemble  him  in  this,  aU 
of  you  who  endeavour  after  chriftian  perfeflion  and 
hapjanefs !  Confidcr  yourfelves  not  barely  as  fenfual 
"tut  alfo  as  fpiritual  bcings.j  not  merely  as  mortal, 
but  aMb  as  immortal  men ;  not  merely  as  ftrangers 
and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  but  likewife  as  the  deni^ 
zeas  of  heaven ;  as  fuch,  look  not  merely  to  things 
vifible  and  tranfitory,  but  likewife  and  ftill  more  tq  the 
invifible  and  eternal ;  ftrive  to  fulfill  your  whole  vo- 
catipn,  and  fo  enjoy  every  real  fatisfadion,  every 
kind  of  felicity  'which  God  has  prepared  for  you, 
^th  in  this  and  in  the  future  world. 
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The  Value  of  Devotion. 


OGOD !  father  of  all  fpirits,  the  life  and  joy  of 
all  thinking  rational  beings  in  heaven  and  on 
earth ;  how  precious  to  us  is  the  thought  of  thee  f 
How  it  elevates  our  mind!  How  it  enlarges  our 
heart !  What  light  it  fheds  over  all  thy  works  and 
ways,  over  all  our  fortunes,  over  our  prefent  and  fo- 
ture  appointment  i  Yes  j  wh^n  we  think  on  thee, 
we  ,do  what  man  alone,  of  all  the  creatures  of  the 
earth,  can  do,  and  what  all  fuperior  beings  efteem, 
with  us,  their  higheft  honour,  their  pureft  pleafure ! 
When  we  folenmly  approach  thee  and  feel  thy  more 
immediate  prefence,  then  forrow  and  trouble  and 
anxious  cares  are  put  to  flight ;  then  are  we  in  the 
prefence  of  our  kind  and  gracious  parent,  and  feel 
ourfelves  furrounded  entirely- with  the  effefks  of  eter^ 
nal  love !     When  we  have  icommunion  with  thee^ 

theu 
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then  no  want,  no  danger,  no  diftrefs  alarms  us ;  then 
can  we  find  all  things  with  thee  and  draw  from  thy 
fuUnefs  light  and  power  and  blifs.     How  happy  then 
are  we,  that  we  know  thee,  and  can  raife  ourfelves 
to  thee  and  have  communion  with  thee !     And  how 
much  happier  fliould  we  be  were  we  enabled  duly  to 
prize  the  value  of  this  privilege,  and  to  ufe  it  in  its 
whole  extent ;  if  we  kept  ourfelves  continually  nigh 
^thee,  fought  and  found  thee  eyery  where,  and  con- 
ftantly  walked  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance !     Do 
thou  thyfelf  fuftain  and  ftrengthen  our  fpirit  when  k 
ftrives  to  rife  to  thee ;  draw  thou  thyfelf  our  hearts 
entirely  to  thee ;  grant  us  ever  better  to  underiland 
our  bleffied,  connexion  with  thee,  ever  more  intinis^e- 
ly  to  feel  it  and  ever  to  think  and  afl:  more  conform- 
ably to  it!     In  the  furtherance  of  this  defign  ble& 
the  confiderqtions  that  ar^  now  to  employ  us.    Teach 
"US  ^of^ercdye  anfl  feel  the  dignity  and  the  bleffednefe 
of  deyotipu  fo  jhat  we  may  learn  to  revere  and  love 
it  and  b^cqrpe  ever  more  capable  of  dijoying  its  de- 
Ughtff.     Fpr  this  we  pray  thee  in  the  name  of  our 
lord  Jefu&  Chrift>  and^-^^as  his  votaries,  fum  up  our 
petitigns  in  his  words :   Our  father,  &c. 
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'  El»HES.  V.   1 8. 

Be  filled  with  the  fpirit. 

DEVOTION  that  nobleft  of  all  intelleaual  plea- 
fures,  devotion  undergoes  the  reproach,  not 
only  of  confeffedly  wicked  men,  but  at  times  like^c 
-of  better  di^fed  pcrfons,  as  promifmg  more  than  it 
performs,  as  being  more  cried  up  than  its  merits  de- 
ferve.  The  principles,  however,  on  which  thefc 
judgnjents  are  foimded  are  very  different.  The  for- 
mer, the  vicious  man,  has  no  fentiment,  no  feeling  for 
refined  intdleftual  pleafures.  God  and  religion  and 
filent  meditation  upon  them,  are  ms^tteri  never  of 
any  importance  to  him  j  often,  perhaps,  irkfome  Ct 
fiightfiil  to  him :  accordingly  he  rejeds  every  tlmig 
he  hears  faid  and  reported  of  the  joys  of  tins  nature^ 
as  the  eSe&s  of  fan^  smd  felMeceit, —The  latter^ 
the  better  difpofed  man,  does  not  proceed  fo  for. 
The  exercifes  of  religion  are  not  indifferent  to  hinu 
He  has  fuggeftions  and  prepoffeflions  iiv  their  favour, 
that  they  may  be  ufeful  and  agreeable*  He  has  ob- 
ferved  thefe  exercifes  not  abfolutely  without  pleafure.  ^ 
But  prejudices,  want  of  experience,  imperfeft  exa- 
minations of  the  fubjefl:,  prevent  him  from  taking 
them  for  what  they  really  are,  from  eiyoying  what 
at  others 
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Others  pretend  to  enjoy  in  them ;  and  the  fuffncion 
of  their  being  lefs  important,  and  lefs  produftive,  i* 
continually  increafing  upon  him,— — I  have  fre- 
quently,  fays  he  to  bimfdf,  I  have  frequently  heard 
pf  the  value,  the  excellency,  and  the  utility  of  devo- 
tion. Devotion,  it  is  iaid,  di£fufes  the  cleareft  light 
over  the  imderftanding  of  man  j  warms  his  heart 
with  the  nobleft  fentiments,  with  the  mod:  deUgfatful 
ienfations  of  the  love  of  God  and  man ;  is  his  be£b 
comforter  in  all  the  cares  and  troubles  of  life ;  pro- 
cures him  the  pureft,  the  fublimeft  joys ;  and  brings 
,him  conftantly  nearer  to  the  deity.  I  will  believe  it, 
feys  the  miftaken  or  the  feeble  chriftian,  fmce  people 
(ay  fo,  whofe  teftimony  is  of  great  weight  with  me. 
But  my  exp^^nce,  I  muft  confefs,  is  not  in  corref- 
pondence  with  it.  I  pray ;  I  read  too ;  I  attend  the 
church  fervice ;  and  I  do  all  this  with  attention,  and 
in  the  view  of  becoming  better  and  happier.  But 
the^  alertnefs,  the  pleafureji.  the  joy,  which  others 
boaft,  I  feel  nothing  of.  On  the  contrary,  the  per- 
formance of  thde  duties  is  frequently  burdenfome  to 
me,  I  am  often  forced  to  dp*  violence  to  myfelf,  if  I 
would  avoid  diftra£tion  on  fuch  occasions ;  and, 
after  thefe  exercifes,  I  commonly  find  myfelf  neither 
better,  nor  more  at  reft,  nor  more  latisfied  than  I  was. 
before.  Let  a  ftrong  temptation  to  fin  prefent  itfelf, 
I  fall  as  direfUy  irnder  it ;  if  any  misfortune  befalls 
me^  it  as  quickly  overfets  me ;  if  I  fuffer  any  confi-^ 
derable  lofs,  I  can  fcarcety  fupport  it ;  am  I  to  make 
anylacrifice  to  virtue,  to  for^  all  thoughts  of  re- 
venge. 
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Tenge,  ca*  to  do  good  to  my  enemy*;  I  am  as  defid- 
ent  in  power,  and  inclination  to  it ;  if  I  fall  into  dan^ 
gcr,  I  no  more  know  what  part  to  take,  or  whom  to 
truft.  Where  then  is  the  nnghty  advantage^  the 
great  blefling  of  devotion  ?     Is  it  not  all,  perhaps, 

fcmaticifm  and  fancy  ? No ;  that  it  is  not,  my 

chriftian  brother,  my  chriftian  fifter !  It  is  truth  and 
leafon ;  it  is  really  and  truly  what  fuch  as  uhderfland 
and  revere  it,  give  qut  that  it  is.  The  deficiency  of 
thy  experience  cannot  prove  the  contrary.  It  only 
proves,  that  thy  devotion  is  not  what  it  might  and 
what  it  ought  to  be.  ^ 

Every  thing  that  paffes  for  devotion  is  not  truly 
fuch.  No  term  perhaps  is  more  laviflied,  mifappBed, 
and  prophaned  than  this.  One  while  it  is  made  to 
fignify  outward,  folemn  ufages  a^id  ceremonies ;  at 
another,  the  merely  being  prefent  at  the  public  wor- 
Ihip ;  fometimes  a  cold  reading  or  repetition  of  cer- 
tain forms  of  prayer ;  fometimes  every  refleflion, 
however  erroneous,  on  God  or  religion,  is  honoured 
with  this  venerable  name. — But  all  this  is  not  devotion ; 
at  moft  is  only  fomething  like  devotion,  or  fomething 
that  may  excite  us  to  devotion.  — It  cannot  therefore 
have  the  value,  produce  the  advantages,  nor  afford 
the  joys  which  devotion  confers  upon  us.  —  No ; 
thi&  is  not  what  the  wprds  of  the  apoftle  in  our  text 
imply',  the  being  filled  with  the  fpirit..  The  fignifi- 
cation  of  this  is  much  larger.  It  means  a  heart  tho- 
rou^ly  impreffed  with  the  doftrines  of  religicm  and 
chriftianity,  and  a  perfeft  confidence  in  them.    To 

fettle 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   VALUE    OF   DEVOTIOK.  -     I9I 

fettle  your  notions  on  this  matter,  to  warn  you  againft 
mifcoriceptions  about  it,  and  to  give  you  fome  fug- 
geftions  to  worthy  and  fruitful  devotion,  is  the  defign 
of  my  difcourfe  to-day.  To  this  end  I  fhall  do  two 
things:  firft,  point  out  to  you  what  devotion  is, 
wherein  its  value  confifts,  what  benefit  it  prpcures 
to  mankind ;  and  then,  what  is  %quired  of  a  man, 
what  he  muft  do,  wherein  he  muft  exercife  himfelf, 
of  what  he  muft  beware,  for  obtaining  the  advantages 
of  it  J  and  in  particular  for  enjoying  the  pure  plca- 
fure  we  are  promifed  from  devotion,  and  for  con- 
ftandy  heightening  that  enjoyment. 

Devotion  is  not  fo  much  a  duty,  as  aprivilege^d 
the  reward  of  duty.     It  is  not  to  be  commanded; 
not  to  be  extorted ;    all  men  are  not  capable  of  it ; 
all  cannot  enjoy  it  in  the^fame  manner,  and  to  the 
fame  degree.     It  is  the  property  rather  of  the  con- 
firmed and  trained  than  of  the  weak  and  unfettled 
chriftian.     It  befpeaks  an  enlightened  mind,  a  good, 
well-regulated  heart,  an  innocent  condufl:,  free  from 
all  intentional  iranfgreffions  and  iniquities,  a  certain 
exercife  and  (kill  in  reflefUng  on  fpiritual  matters,  a 
confirmed  tafte  for  thefe  matters  and  thefe  reflec- 
tions ;  in  fhort,  a  certain  difpofition  for  retirement, 
and  for  felf-inveftigation.     When  the  man,  the  chrif- 
tian,  in  poffeflion  of  thefe,  colleds  himfelf  from  dif- 
^ra6Hon,  ^retires   to   folitude,   and  there  turns  his 
thoughts  on  God  and  facred  things,  the  attention  he 
beftows  on  them  is  devotion'.     Thefe  things  are  to 
hini  of  extreme  importance;    his  heart  takes  the 

greateft 
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greatcft,  the  ftrongeft  interefl  in  them  j  there  znk 
in  him  fentiments  of  reverence,  of  love,-  of  gratitude 
towards  God^  of  confidence  in  him,  of  entire  refig- 
natioa  to  his  will,  fentiments  ofjoy,  of  hope,  of  affi-* 
ance,  of  afpirations  after  purer  and  more  exalted 
virtue  and  happinefs,  after  a  clofer  communion  with 
God,  a  more  intiiAte  union  with  Jefus,  as  the  dele*ds 
gate  of  God  and  the  head  of  the  chriftian  fold ;  and 
then  he  enjoys  the  benefit  of  devotion,  the  advanta* 
ges  and  the  pleafures  fhe  procures  her  friends  and  vo- 
taries. And  bow  great  are  not  thefe  advantages! 
how,  diverfified  thefe  benefits  and  thefe  pleafures ! 

Nothing  elevates  and  fortifies  the  fpirit  of  a  man 
more  than  devotion.  When  the  devout  man  lifts 
up  himfelf  to  God,  and  adores  his  greatnefs  and 
glory,  he  exalts  himfelf  to  the  Father  of  fpirits,  to  the 
eternal  fource  of  light,  of  power,  of  truth,  of  beauty^ 
and  perfe&ion;  feels  his  conne£tion,  his  intimate^ 
indiffoiuble,  his  blefied  connefHon  with  this  firfl  and 
greateft  and  bcft  of  beings ;  he  fees  and  confiders 
all  things  around  him,  as  the  work  of  his  hands,  ai 
the  objeds  of  his  providence  and  complacency ;  fees 
and  confiders  himfelf  as  his  creature,  as  his  rational 
fubjed,  as  his  eminently  favoured  child,  as  the  ot> 
jefik  of  his  loving-kindnds  and  mercy,  as  an  inftru* 
ment  of  his  all-quickening  fpirit,  his  ever*operating 
power;  and  when  he  thus  approaches  his  Creator 
and  Father,  and  has  fuch  a  communion  with  him, 
how  much  more  juftly,  generoufly,  and  nobly  does 
he  not  learn  to  think,  to  judge,  to  feel !    How  ibik- 

ingly 
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Ingly  does  he  perceive  the  wretchednefe  of  all  human 
grandeur !  How  far  does  he  foar  above  th^  thou*^ 
fands  of  little  terreftrial  concerns,  fo  many  infignifi*^ 
cant  objeds  of  •the  envy,  the  jealoufy,  and  the  difloi- 
tions  of  mankind!  How  many  more  and  much 
loftier  thmgs  comprehend  with  clofe  participation, 
with  complacency  and  love!  And  what  ftrength 
muft  not  this  impart  to  his  mind !  How  infinitely 
mufl  it  enlarge  his  vifible  horizon  and  the  compre* 
henfien  of  his  underflanding,  how  much  the  fenfibi* 
lity  of  his  heart !  What  a  much  more  noble,  more 
heavenly,  more  godlike  frame  of  mind,  mufl  it  VkO% 
give  him ! 

For  thefe  reafons,  nothing  carries  a  ntoi  farther 
on  his  progrefs  in  virtue  than  devotion.  It  makes 
him  better  acquainted  with  God,  the  orginal  of  aU 
that  is  beautiful  and  good  and  venerable  and  amia* 
ble;.  it  renders  him  more  intimate  with  Jefus,  the 
vifible  image  of  his  Father,  the  compendium  of  all 
human  perfe£tion ;  difcovers  to  him  on  all  fides  grea- 
ter difplays  of  truth  and  order  and  goodnefs  in  every 
part  of  the  immenfe  kingdom  of  God,  in  all  the 
difpenfations  of  the  providence  and  government  of  the  ' 
Mofl  High } /caufes  him  to  feel  the  dignity  of  his 
nature  and  the  grandeur  of  his  vocation ;  kindles, 
inflames  his  avidity  to  be  and  become  entirely  what 
he  may  and  fhould  be  and  become ;  tranfports  him 
beyond  the  borders  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  there 
gives  him  a  glimpfe  of  the  glorious  confequences^  of 
his  endeavours,  to  think  and  to  a6t  aright  an4  to  do 

VOL.  I.  o  •  the 
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ffie  wiH  <)f  fecxi :  arid  imift  not  this  make  virttre  ever 

the  dearer  to  Hm,  Hie  prafiHce  of  it  conftandy  eafier^ 

fevery  facrlffce  tlwrt  it  may  require  of  him  ever-  more 

agreeable  ?    Will  this  ever  fuffer  him  to  abate  6f  hi^ 

ireai  to^kcqiUfe  a  liearei-  atid  nearer  refembktUGe  to 

Chrift,  to  irfiitate  God,  life  heavenly  Father,  and  td 

fit  Kimfelf  for  that  future  life  in  which  his  fatcultiei 

^I  be  improved  and  Ms  virtues  exalted  ? 

•   NotHng  at  the  fame  time  is  a  furer  refuge  to  the 

pious  againft  the  troubled  and  vexations  of  life  than 

devotion.    In  the  folemn  hour^  of  devotion,  lie  fees 

every  things  in  quite  another  light,  in  con^ibirtation^ 

totally  different.     Then  many  evils  ceafe  to  be  evils 

ih  his  fight,  and  are  transformed  into  benefits.      Many 

a  glb6my  period  of  his  life  then  brightens  up,  and 

that  tvlfetich  appeared  to  him  a  rough  and  devious 

w^y,  becomes  a  ftraight  and  even  path.     He  then 

teams  to  underftand  his  appointment,  though  tiot  m 

ks  entire  confiftency,  yet  he  fees  and  underttands 

that  it  has  a  confiftency,  and  that  the  wifeft  and  beft. 

Then  he  approaches  with  filial  freedom  to  his  Father 

,  in  heaven,  opens  his  heart  before  him,  cafts  ^U  h^^ 

cares  upon  him,  repofes  himfelf  entirely  on  th^  ^^ 

6f  him,  who  tonftantly  will*  and^does  the  beft.    B* 

his  prdfence  he  fears  no  evil ;    under  his  prbtecnon 

he  apprehends  no  danger;   his  gracious  and  F^^^' 

fed  countenance  has  nothing  tefrible  and  revai'g^"^*- 

in  it  to  him  even  when  he  ftumbles  and  fatts  ;  ^^ 

fee^  in  it,  as  well  as  in  the  impreffion  of  it,  the  ^^  * 

tenance  of  Jefds,  nothirig  but  comtniferatio^  ^ . 
:  . "         .      •  .    -grace; 
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gface ;  nay,  when  he  looks  up  to  him,  even  death . 
lay«  by  its  terrors ;  how  can  it  tear  him  ftom  the 
hands^  from  the  heart  of  his  Father,  whofe  love  he 
fo  intitnatcly  feeU,  and  whofe  love  i?  as  everlafting  as 
himfelf. 

Nothing,  in  fcort;,  yields  purer  and  fublimci*  joys 
lo  the  pious  than  devotion.     When,  my  dear  bre- 
thren, when  &ould  a  man  more  rejoice  in  his  exift-- 
,  eace,  when  give  fuller  fcope  to  his  joy,  than  when 
lie  thinks  moft  fervently  on  his  intimate  connefHon 
with  his  Creator  and  Father^  and  feels  tooft  inti- 
teately  his  being  prefait  with  him  ?     When  has  he 
more  caufe  to  rejoice  in  his  Hfe,  and  to  be  fatisfied 
with  his  lot,  than  when  Jie  i^  ienfible  to  the  dignity 
and  ha^pinefs  of  a  creature  formed  after  the  image 
of  God,  of  a  chriftian  called  to  a  blefled  immortality; 
than  when  the  lovclieft  prafpeSs  in  a  better  world 
lie  open  to  his  view ;  when  he  is  animated  by  tl^  in- 
ftdliWe  hope  of  being  more  clofely  united  with  Jefus 
Cmd  of  always  approaching  nearer  to  God ;  when  he 
feels  what  perfection  he  is  capable  of,  and  what 
bleilednefs  awaits  him  ?     And  what  pleafures  can  be 
more  defiral)le  or  more  pure  than  thefe,  which  I  may 
ei^y  to  the  tno&  lonely  folitude,  and  in  the  mofl 
adverfe  circumftances ;  which  I  may  even  then  enjoy 
when  I  am  abandoned  of  all  that  is  without  me,  of 
tdl  Aat  furrounds  me,  when  every  creature  refufe« 
Ine  its  cotiifcMt,  its  help,  its  fupi^rt,  when  I  am  Xur» 
tounded  by  darknefs  and  the  Ihadow  of  death  ?    And 
fill  ^du8  I  may  promife  myfelf  from  the  pkafures  of 
o  2  devotiont 
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devotion.  On  this  the  pious  man  may  fecurely  rely. 
It  will  never  refiife  him  its  fupport  and  affiftance. 
This  fanftuary  ftands  always  open  to  him,  and  never 
will  he  flee  to  it  in  vain.  So  gfeat  is  the  value,  fo 
manifold  are  the  advantages  of  devotion. 

Would  you  now  enjoy  thefe  benefits,  thefe  advan- 
tages, thefe  plcafures  of  devotion  ?  It  is  then  by  no 
means  indifferent  in  what  manner  you  proceed.  A 
man  may  facilitate  the  bufinefs ;  and  he  may  likewife 
render  it  difficult.  Herein  his  own  experience  will 
be  the  beft  inftruftor.  We  may,  however,  preferve 
you  from  many  miftakes  and  deviations ;  we  may 
afford  you  a  few  helps ;  we  may  call  your  attention 
to  the  beft  way  of  treating  the  matter.  And  to  this 
end,  I  fhould  hope,  the  following  admonitions  and 
rules  will  be  of  fome  fervice  to  you.  ^ 

The  devotion  which  is  to  procure  us  pleafure  and* 
joy  muft,  in  the  firft  place,  be  founded  on  a  right 
knowledge,  on  juft  conceptions  of  God.  If  thou  art 
weak  and  unhappy  enough,  o  man,  to  imagine  God 
to  be  a  fullen  being,  uncoimefted  With  the  world 
and  his  creatures,  who  has  once  given  them  certain 
powers,  i^efcribed  them  certain  laws,  afSgned  them 
a  certain  place  in  the  territory  of  his  immenfe  domi- 
nion, and  then  ftands  in  no  farther  connexion  with 
them,' has  no  influence  over  them,  and  takes  no  con- 
,cem  aboiit  them;-— or,  if  thou  conceiveft  of  God 
only  as  the  Almighty,  high  above  all  as  Creator  and 
Monarch,  before  whom  all  worlds  and  all  mankind 
are  nothing,  and  whofe  power  no  creature  is  able  to 

refift;  \ 
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reltft  ;  —  or,  if  thou  conceiveft  of  him  as  a  fev^re,  in- 
exorable, implacable  being,  who  holds  every  fin  to 
be  an  infinite  affront  to  his  majefty,  which  can  nevei* 
be  repaired,  never  remitted,  never  forgiven,  which 
he  mufl:  neceffarily  pnniih,  and  is  continuatly  ready 
to  punifli ;  as  a  being  that  requires  more  of  us  than 
we  are  able  to  perform,  who  has  configned  the  great- 
eft  part  pJF  his  rational  offspring  to  everlafting  perdi- 
tion, and  in  whofe  dominion  more  evil  than  good, 
more  mifery  than  happinefs  prevails ;  if  thou  makeft 
to  thyfelf  thefe  and  the  like  reprefentations  of  God : 
then  certainly  thy  exercifes  of  devotion  can  have  no 
pleafure,  no  joy,  for  thee.  The  fentiment  of  God 
muft  be  a  terror  to  thee,  and  the  more  deeply  it  is 
^mprinted  on  thy  foul,  the '  longer  thou  dwelleft 
upon  it,  the  more  difquietude  and  torment  mufl:  com^ 
Upon  thee.  Thou  wilt  tremble  before  God  as  thy 
fovereign  and  judge,  thou  wilt  feel  his  authority  over 
tkee,  and  thy  dependence  on  hiih ;  but  thou  canft 
not  rejoice  in  thenu— -— WouWft  thou  do  fo,  thou 
mufi  form  more  juft,  more  honourable  conceptions 
of  this  awful  being.  Thou  mufl:  b^  acquainted  with 
God  as  thy  Father ; ,  revere  him  as  love  itfelf,  as  him 
who  intends  the  welfare  of  all  his  creatures,  who  has 
defigned  them  all  for  happinefs,  who  governs  them 
with  patience  and  forbearance^  who  is  not  only 
righteous  towards  them,  but  long-fuffering,  gracious^ 
and  merdful,  and  leads  all  to  perfe^on  that  are  ca? 
pable  of  it,  though  by  various  ways.  Thcu  mufl: 
,  Imow  and  revere  him^  as  he  has  diicoveredi  humelf 
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to  US  by  Jefu«,  as  a  God  who  requires  not  a  femie 
dread  but  a  filial  affe^ion  of  us^,  who  allows  us  all 
free  accefs  to  him ;  who  receives  and  bleffcs  us  a$ 
fons,  and  does  not  treat  us  like  bondfmcnj  who 
forgives  all  men  their  fins^  and  will  remember  theirt 
no  more,  fo  foon  as  they  lament  and  forfakc  tbGm  j 
us  a  God,- who  caimot  be  better  and  more  worthily 
honoured  than  by  entirely  relying  on  him,  by  plac- 
ing our  whole  confidence  in  him,  smd  by  expeding 
real  advantages,  pure  goodnefe  froiii  him.  Only 
then,  o  chriftian ;  when  thou  hall  thus  learnt  to 
thii^  of  God ;  and  makc^ft  thyfeif  famiHar  with  thefc 
rcfleftions  5  only  then  will  they  confole  and  rqoic? 
thee  J  then  will  every  elevation  of  thy  heart  to  God^ 
every  exercife  of  devotion  be  a  comfort  and  ^  hafpi** 
nefs  to  thee ! 

Would  we,  farther,  enjoy  frequently  the  adA^wala* 
gC8  and  pleafures  of  devotion,  smd  enjoy  them  in  a 
higher  degree  j  ihen  muft  rdigicai  and  virtue  be  the 
conftant  Companions  and-guidcs  of  our  fife;  they 
muft  animate  us  at  all  times,  in  all  jdaoes,  in  all  our 
bufineflfes  and  in  all  our  pleafures;  nevier  totally 
ceafe  from  ading  upon  us.  The  pidus  man  i»^  the 
Lord  alvray  before  him.  The  feotis»cut  of  God  i$ 
never  ftrange  to  him,  never  abfeklt  boSii  htm;  be 
has  fo  interwoven  at  with  ihc  \yh0le  texture  of  }m 
mind,  andin  fuch  various  ways^  tbsit  every  ibisf^  re* 
minds  hint  of  k,  every  thing  caUl  h^  baci^.t^  it,  £e> 
that  this  ibntimeat  &eds  a  Irdng  logbt  ^4iid  bjfli^  . 
where  peribas  wiih  whaai  it  is  Ms  ^ntbitual  wd  im- 
portant, 
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portaiit,  perceive  not  the  leaft  occafiw  for  it }  where 
they  wUl  even  think  k  a  folly  to  be  occupied  iqt  it 
This  fentimeat  thus  generally  ediiie^  him  in  the  mo^' 
ments  of  facred  filance,  and  of  internal  elevation  cf 
iris  heart  to  God,  ajmidil  the  tumult  of  ibciety,in  itjie 
affairs  o£  his  i:alling,  ever  teaching  him  to  enjoy 
fodal  pleafures  with  more  chearfulnefs  and  iimoceiicy, 
and  to  fulfil  more  faithfully  the  duties  of  a  buiy 
life.  Thu$  oft^  doe$  he  feel  the  intimate  prefencf  * 
of  his  God,  comprehend  the  language  of  his  wifdoiu 
and  goodnefe  in  every  plant,  in  evety  tree,  in  every 
gnimal,  in  every  re^on,  in  the  vernal  mom,  ip.  ^ 
fummer's  day,  in  the  fequeftered  bower^  on  the  bsuok 
<pf  the  pJ|i^  ftre?ifn>  in  die  awful  gloom  of  tj^  fpceft; 
ftnd  ti^erje  er^^  a^s  .|o  the  God  whoni  he  has  not 
fcen,  biit  ha?  fetcjifely  thought  of  and  fenfibly  -felt, 
monumenj^  in  l^sji^^rt  which  oa  a^\iiand  %ular 
pccafion^,  e9:ci^  in  him  fimilar  refledio^  and  iff^ 
tioB.§t  Th^^  he  fe^  and  hearts,  a^  it  were,  his  Mafc^r^ 
in  the  rufliing  of  the.  torrent,  in  the  fe9i»^l|Mig  of  tji^ 
winds,  in  the  murrtiurs  of  the  breesje,  in  <iie  approach 
of  the  ftorniy  .cjoud,  in  the  flaih  of  the  vivid  lightv* 
znng,  and  the  >ma]?ftic  peals  of  thunder,  in  the  Vi^ 
refeefting^  flio'wicr,  and  in  the  more  copious  &Us  ^ 
rain !  He  fees  afjd  h^ars  him  with  ftill  greater  qnetgy 
in  mankind,  bis  ima^,  when  he  difcpvers  truth  and 
goodnefs  and  benevdlence  and  beneficence  and^- 
nerous  jfenfimei^  and  cordial  love  in  the  features,  in 
die  locisj  in  the  difcourfes,  in  the  anions  <tf  his  hre^ 
threa^— r  And  thus  never  is  GodTar  from  hin\.    He 

o  4  feeks 
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feeks  and  he  finds  him,  and  rejoices  in  him,  be  he 
where  he  may,  bufied  how  he  will,  alonei  or  in  com- 
pany, furrounded  by  animate  or  inanimate  creatures. 
He  is  and  lives  and  moves  in  God.  And,  when  he 
coUefts  his  fcattered  thoughts,  and  direfts  his  whole 
attention  to  him  whom  his  foul  loves  and  whofe  fe- 
vour  is  its  Hfe,  and  can  do  this  without  intemqpdon 
^'om  external  things,  how  blefled  muil  thefe  hours, 
thefe  moments  be  to  him !  How  much  more  will 
dide  iisntiments  expand  and  warm  his  heart !  What 
a  loftier  flight  give  to  his  fpirit,  what  livelier  fenla« 
dons  to  his  heart !  How  much  nearer  bring  him  to 
the  prime  fource  of  light  and  felidty ! 

Wouldft  thou  therefore  leam  to  underftand  and 
enjoy  the  pleafures  of  devotion,  my  chriftian  brother 
who  complameft  of  the  want  of  them ;  then  make 
the  thoughts  of  Ood  more  fiuniHar  to  thee,  Dilmift 
liiem  not  when  theyprefent  themfelves  to  thy  mind ; 
they  can  affimilate  with  all  thy  other  thoughts,  £aila« 
tions,  occupations,  and  pleafures,  if  th^  be  but  law* 
ful  and  innocent.  Solacie  thyfelf  much  nither  in 
thefe  meditations  $  cheriih  and  fupport  them  as  often 
as  thou  canft )  imprint  them  deeply  on  thine  heart, 
if  thou  canft  but  in  fome  fort  enjoy  them  as  they  pafs, 
'-^Do  fo  likewife  with  every  thing  that  relates  to  reli- 
gion, with  every  doari^e,  every  command,  every 
promife,  and  every  example  of' chriftia^ity.  Do  fq 
particularly  with  the  thoughts  that  arife  on  Jefus, 
our  leader  and  deliverer,  the  fimilitude  and  the  vice«t 
ger<^t  of  Ood,  our  lord  and  king.    Let  his  image. 
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die  image  of  his  wifdom,  his  fublime  and  exalted 
piety,  his  generous  philanthropyj  his  beneficent  dif-' 
polition  and  behaviour,  frequently  glide  before  thine 
eyes,  be  often  prefent  and  as  it  were  vifible  to  thee. 
Make  thyfelf  conftantly  mpr^  and  more  familiar  with 
fliefe  thoughts  and  fenfations ;  bind  them  ftill  clofer 
and,  clofer  with  all  that  thou  thinkeft  ancj  feeleft  be- 
fides,  with  whatever  is  In  any  way  important  to  thee. 
Thus,  when  thou  tmdertakefl:  any  peculiar  exerdfe 
of  devotion,  it  will  not  be  a  bufmefs  that  is  foreign 
to  thee  }  thou  wilt  not  be  going  into  unknown  regi- 
ons, but  entering  thy  own  poffeflions ;  perfevere  ia- 
that  which  it  firft  thou  canft  only  endure  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  enjoy  in  a  greater  degree,  in  completer 
freedom,  that  pleafure  which  daily  fweetens  to  thee 
fo  many  though  perhaps  but  fliort  moments  of  thy 
life. 

Would  you,  in  the  third  place,  enjoy  the  advanta- 
ges and  the  pleafures  of  devotion,  and  not  be  deceived 
in  your  expeftations  from  it,  then  do  not  require  to 
enjoy  them  always  in  the  fame  meafure  or  degree. 
*By  fo  doii^,  you  would  endeavoin-  after  what  is  im- 
poflible,  what  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  man,  and 
of  devotion  itfelf,  and  thus  your  hopes  would  often 
fail  you.  Our  ideas,  even  of  the  moft  important 
fubjeAs,  cannot  always  poffefs  the  fame  degree  of 
perfpicuity ;  our  fenfations  cannot  at  all  times  have 
the  fame  degree  of  vivacity  and  force.  Light  and, 
warmth  have  their  various  changes,  thdr  alternate, 
ibmetimes  regular  viciilitudes  in  the  moral  as  well  as 
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In  the  natural  worid,  and  ii  every  particular  perfon, 
as  in  human  fodcty  at  large.  So  when  we  turn  our 
thoughts  on  God  and  religiion,  confequently  on  the 
moft  important  and  moft  exalted  objeds,  how  much 
depends  <m  our  temperament  at  that  particular  dme, 
on  our  outward  circumftances,  on  the  affairs  we  have  • 
been  purfuing,  on  the  perfons  we  have  foen  and  con- 
verfcd  with,  on  the  books  we  have  read,  or  are  thai 
employed  in  reading !  How  differ^it  are  even  the 
doSrines  of  religion  which  we  make  the  fubjeft  of 
our  meditations  or  our  exercifcs  of  devotions !  how 
various  the  fides  on  which  they  may  be  fecn,  and 
how  diflfercnt  therefore  the  impre0ions  they  muft 
make  upon  us !  All  of  them  cannot  zSc&  u$  alike  i 
all  of  them  csmnot  charm  us ;  all  of  them  cannot 
draw  from  us  the  tears  of  grief,  of  tendemefe,  or  of 
joy.  One  while  our  und^rftancCng  is  moft  employed  j 
at  another,  omr  heart ;  and  foBietijQQs  bptti  at  once 
and  in  a  higher  degree.  Now,  the  fentimient  of  our 
tranfgreffions  said  failings  bows  us  down  to  the  abyis^ 
covers  us  with  ihame  and  remprfe :  at  another  dme, 
we  as  fincerely  conies  and  ahhcHr  and  condemn 
(hem,  but  wthout  the  Jame  painful  feafation.  Now, 
the  thoughts  of  God,  of  his  majefty  and  greatnefe, 
fo  folly  ppffefs  us^  make  all  the  cc^nceptipns  ^and  fen- 
timents  that  belong  thereto  at  once  fo  pr^domin?u»t 
and  aftive,  fet  aU  that  is  connefted  with  it  in  our 
»whole  fyftem  of  thought  and  fentiment  fo  much  iif. 
motion,  that  we  are  totally  loft  'in  aftomftmwit  im^ 
adoration :  at  ano^r  time  our  fight  adiinits  lefs  co- 
pious 
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jHOus  rays  of  the  diviiib^  giory?  we  coiriider  themwitk 
«K)ire  compofure,  can  diftinguiih  them  with  greater 
fecifity  aed  deamefe;   and  this,  though  not  wrdi 
tranfpGi^d»g>  yet'^h  pure  and  real  joy.     One  while 
Mt  *r^  nioredilpofcd  to  reflet  on  the  doftrines  oi 
rdiigkm  ^iMi  a  fed^^  and  quiet  mind,  to  reffify  om 
concepdoiiB  of  thfem,  to  penetrate  deeper  into  their 
^nciples  Mid  conneftions,  and  then  it  is  not  ufuai 
for  Vehement  feufations  to  arife :    at  another,  ivc 
make  st  more  i^Hiediate  ufe  of  thefe  dodrines,  apfdy 
them  direftly  to  our  compofure,  to  our  comfort,  or 
our  encouragement,  conf^jj^er  and  treat  them  fo,  as  if 
tfiey  were  promulgated  merely  for. us,  and  were  only 
to  be  applied  to  the  prefent  event,  tafte  and  enjoy 
therefore  their  fweetnefs  and  efficacy  the  more,  and 
iate  ^warmed  and  dheared  by  livelier  fenfations. 
But  are  not  the  one  fort  as  profitable  and  as  needful 
«  titeoA^?     Can  we  ever  reprefent  to  ourlblves 
cjteirly  and  pfc^inly  what  is^truc  and  good,  ever  a^ 
prove  it  with  confider^on  or  feeling :  <:an  we  ev^ 
Aink  ^m  Cod  and  his  prefence  with  a  quiet  mind, 
0r  fieri  it  more  intimately,  without  being  die  better, 
the  more  tria^uil,  and  the  more  ha^y  for  it  ?     Or 
does  ffteafiird  ceafe  to  deferve  that  name  bccaufe  it 
ifees  ik)t  produce  tranlports  in  us  ?     Are  chearfulne& 
and  ferenity  not  an  agreeable  and  defirable  ftate,  be- 
cauie  they  do  not  break  out  in  the  raptures  of  joy? 
-*«  And  if  our  exercifes  of  devotion  su-e  at  times  un- 
iniitful,  and  neither  our  mind  nor  our  heart  ai% 
fitOAgly  and  extraordinarily  intereft^  in  them^  will 
I*  '  '       they 
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fbey  not  then  and  always  be  good  and  profitable  to 
us,  for  the  renewal  of  certain  important^  fi^utary  re- 
prefentations,  principles^  and  condofions,  and  for 
rendering  us  thereby  Ids  unmind&l  of  them  ? 

If  this  happen  to  you'  at  times,  however  finccrely 
you  may  wifli  to  glow  with  the  ardoui^  of  devotion> 
would  fain  enjoy  the  f^blimeft  pkafures  of  it,  o** 
have  adually  enjoyed  them  at  other  times :  then  af- 
flid  not  yourfelves  at  this  cafu^  want- of  them; 
think  it  not  a  criminal  hardndfs  of  your.  he»t ;  let 
it  not  render  you  dejected  and  difmayedr  The  very 
difquietude  it  caufes  you,  die  uneafinefs  you  d^cover 
about  it,  are  evident  proms. that  this  kind  of  infcnft- 
bility,^or  of  left  acute  fenfibility,  is  no  confequeace  of 
your  faulty  behaviour,  but  the  effeft  of  outward  ac- 
cidental caufes,  or  of  the  infirmity  and  Hmited  pow- 
ers of  human'  nature.  Therefore,  expefl:  not  more 
of  devotion  than  it  promifes.  It  promifes  you  ad^ 
.vantage,  pleafure,  joy ;  but  not  always  the  moft  ma- 
.nifeft  immediate  advantage,  not  always  the  moft 
lively  pleafure,  not  always  a  tranfporting  joy.  ,  As 
icarious  as  are  the  natural  difpofitions,  capacities, 
and  abilities,  the  conftitution  ahd  temper,  and  the 
outward  circumftances  of  the  devout  j  fo  different 
likewife  are,  t>ot  the  effentials  of  devotion,  but  the 
force  and  degree  of  its  effefts  upon  them. 

This  leads  me  to  a  fourth  oonfideration,  v^ch  is 
neither  lefs  true  nor  of  lefs  in^portance.  *  It  is  this; 
variation,  relaxation,  and  freedom,  contribute  much 
to  the  advancement  of  devotion.      We  mufl;  not 

flavilbly 
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flaviflily  bind  ourfelves  to  zny  prefcriptions ;  not  be 
fchipulous  followers  of  any  pattern ;  not  impofe  on 
ourfelve$  any  ulineceflary  laws  ;  not  require  that  the 
fentiments  and  fenfations  fhould  follow  6ach  other  in 
a  certain  predetermined  order ;  not  with  an  inten- 
tional folidtude,  or  with  a  miftaken  confcientiouf- 
nefs,  determine  to  imdertake  and  to  dp  firft  this  and 
next  diat  ad  of  devotion,  and  not  leave  it  till  we 
have  reached  our  aim  and  compleated  our  defign, 
'  or  -ffe  forced  to  leave  off  by  languor  and  fatigue. 
No,  every  human  inteiled  has  its  own  courfe,  its 
own  train  of  thought ;  no  other  hum^n  intelleft  can 
ferve  it  altogether  for  diredor  and  guide.  And 
even  the  courfe  our  mind  piurfues  of  its  own  eleftioii, 
is  not  always  the  £ime.  At  one  time  it  is  more  dif- 
pofed  to  one  way,  ind  then  to  another,  of  exerting 
its  powers :  now  more  difpofed  to  reflefltion  and  in- 
veftigation,  then  more  to  <;ontempl9tion  and  fenti- 
ment:  now  tbefe,  then  thofe  religious  do^rines^ 
prolpefte,  difpofitiom,  or  hopes,  are  of  moft  impor- 
tance :  at  one  time  it  can  more  readily  comprehend 
a  greater  number  of  objefts  at  oxice,  than  at  anothei;: 
at  one  time  can  take  a  loftier  flight  above  viiible 
things  than  it  can  at  another,  , 

The  devout  man  has  a  wide  field  before  him,  ho 
lefs  deUghtfUl  tiian  fertile.  Jn  which  are  numer*- 
ous  pleafant  walks  that  invite  his  fteps,  various  beau- 
ties that  he  may  contemplate,  exquifite  fruits  that 
he  may  enjoy.  He  cannot  purfue,  enjoy,  or  profit 
by  them  all  at  once^  nor  all  indifcriminately  at  every 
"    .  time. 
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^xac*  He  now  ftrikes  into  this,  then  into  thlit  fk^^ 
font  path ;  now  furveys  one  beautiful  pro^d^  and 
then  another :  now  the  enjoyment  of  one  foil  of 
well-flavoured  fruit  refrelhes  and-  ftfengthcns  him^ 
at  another  thne  another.  To  fpcak  without  a  figured 
•the  devout  man  betakes  himfelf  to  retkemcnt. 
Here  he  may  propofe  various  exercifes  of  religion. 
He  may  employ  himfelf  in  reading,  or  in  me^tatiofi, 
€ir  alternately  in  both :  he  can  dw^ll  more  on  his 
pad  condud:  than  on  his  pre&nt  tondition :  he  c&n 
refign  himfelf  more  to  the  adnarndon  of  th^  ditiite 
greatnefs,  or  to  fentiments  of  the  goodtiefs  and 
bounties  of  God;  indulge  himfelf  more  in  adora- 
tion and  praifc,  or  in  thankfgiving ;  more  in  laying 
open  his  own  defires  and  views  with  filial  freedom, 
tjr  employ  himfelf  in  aflPedionate  interceflion  for  his 
-brethren :  can  exah  himfelf  more  in  fpirit  to  the  in- 
viflble  God,  or  acqusdnt  himfelf  with  his  fbn  and 
delegate  Jdus,  our  lord  and  king :  can  dii][K)fe  him* 
feif  more  to  exercifes  of  repentance,  or  ^h,  or  fove. 
The  devout  man  cannot  perform  them  all  •at  once. 
To  do  them  all  in  regular  fuccefSon,  in  a  certain  ap 
pointed  feries,  is  a  fort  of  violence  that  k  at  vAilance 
both  with  the  nature  of  man  and  the  natOre  of  devo- 
tion. He  ther^ore  does  that  to  which  his  heart,  or 
Ae  fentimtot  of  Any  particular  want,  br  a  particnlar 
occafion,  induces  and  impels  him ;  he  Kke^i^c  quick- 
ly pafles  6-om  one  to  another ;  by  no  meand  endea- 
vours to  force  any  fentiment ;  but  rather  gives  {ret 
fcope  to  his  pious  afpirations  and  Aoughts  j  and  at 
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sJl  tilfi^  to^s  that  pkafure  which  folicits  him,  and 
in  the  manner  wh^em  it  offers ;  and  thus  the  plea* 
fure  of  devodoft  eter  retains  its  value^  received  new 
charms^  multiplies  to  infinity,  and  never  allows  enjoy* 
ment  to  turn  ihto  difguft. 

Let  fuch  of  you  as  are  defirous  of  experiencing 
this,  obferve  the  rules  I  have  how  delivered.  Learn 
to  form  juft  and  worthy  reprefentations  of  God  and 
your  relation  towards  him ;  learn  to  know  and  to 
revere  him  as  love  itfelf  j  render  thefe  refledtions 
familiar  to  you ;  let  them  continually  be  prefent  with 
you ;  affimilate  them  ever  clofer  and  clofer  with 
whatever  you  fee  and  hear,  whatever  you  think 
and  do,  whatever  you  .  fuffer  and  enjoy  ;  —  re- 
quire not  always  the  fupreme  degree  of  fpiritual 
pleafure  and  of  pious  joy;  afflid-not  yourfelves 
at  the  imperfedion  and  infirmities  and  limitations 
of  your 'feculties,  whicli  you  have  in  common 
with  all  mankind,  even  the  befl  of  men;  —  lay  no 
unneceflary  reftraint  upon  yourfelves  ;  introduce 
a  greater  variety  into  your  exercifes  of  devotion ; 
and  avail  yourfelves  therein  of  every  kind  of  chrif- 
tian  freedom :  fo  will  devotion  moft  certainly  be  to 
you  what  it  is  to  all  its  votaries  and  friends ;  the 
nobleft  application  of  our  fuperior  faculties ;  the 
firmed  ground  of  a  chearful  temper  and  a  virtuous 
condudt ;  the  ftrength  and  fuftenance  of  our  fpirit ; 
the  joy  of  our  folitary  and  the  comfort  of  our  gloomy 
hours ;  the  immediate  and  bleffed  means  of  having 
communion  with  God  and  with  his  fon  Jefus ;  the 

neareft 
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neareft  way,  the  bed  preparative,  to  hi^ier  perfect 
lion ;  the  fwecteft  foretafte  of  our  better  and  hap* 
pier  life  hereafter !  This  is  the  true  cfariiUan  dcvo« 
tion;  and  fuch  may  it  be  to  you  and.  ever  more 
efficient  and  complete  from,  day  to  day  1    Amen. 
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SERMON  XL 

The  Value  of  Sen/ibility* 


OGOD,  creator  of  our  mind  and  heart,  eternal 
fountain  of  all  being,  of  all  fenfation,  of  all 
thought,  with  what  capacities  and  powers  haft  thou 
not  eaidowed  our  mind  and  our  heart !  What  fources 
of  knowledge  and  pleafure,  of  peiifeftion  and  happi- 
nefs  haft  thou  not  opened  to  us  in  both !  In  what  a 
profitable  and  bleffed  coime£Hon  with  the  vifible  and 
the  invifible  world  placed  us  by  both !  In  imparting 
to  us  light  for  difcovering  the  truth  and  for  difcrimi- 
natuig  it  from  femblance  and  deceit;  thou  giveft  us 
alfo  life  and  vigour  to  feize  and  to  retain  it  and  will- 
ingly to  follow  its  precepts..  When  thou'flieweft  us, 
by  our  underftanding,  the  way  we  fliould  go  for  at- 
taining the  end  of  our  being;  thou  doft  alfo  warm 
and  incite  our  heart  to  enter  on  that  way  and  to  pur- 
fue  it  to  the  mark.  Happy  we,  in  being  that  which 
VOL.  !•  p  thy 
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thy  Wife  providence  has  made  us;  that  we^are  fenfi- 
ble  and  thinking  beings ;  that,  though  related  on 
one  fide  with  the  beafts  of  the  field,  yet  we  have  af- 
finity with  the  angels,   with  thy  fon  and  exprefe 
image  Jefus  Chrift !     Oh  then  may  we  fo  regard 
and  ufe  all  the  capacities  and  powers  of  our  nature, 
as  is  conformable  to  thy  will  and  to  their  appoint- 
ment,  never  neglefting  or  abufing  the  one  to  the 
detriment  of  the  other;  and,  by  the  beft  ufe  of  them 
all,  become  as  perfeft  and  as  happy  as  it  is  poffible  for 
mankind  to  be !    May  our  mind  and  our  heart  be 
ever  in  unifon  together  and  with  the  rules  of  trufh 
and  order,  and  both  glorify  thee,  their  creator  and 
preferver!     To  the  furtherance  of  this  view,  blefs 
our  meditations^  on   thofe  leffons  of  wifdom  that 
are  now  to  be  delivered  to  us.     Strengthen  our  at- 
tention on  them;  caufe  us  to  feel  their  importance 
and  their  truth  and  to  make  theni  the  guide  of  our 
judgments  and  the  rule  of  our  conduft.     Incline  us 
to  look  up  to  the  complete  pattern  of  thy  beloved 
fon,  that  we  may  arrive  at  fome  faint  refemblance  of 
the  deity,  by  afpiring  at  the  perfeftion  of  humanity. 
Accept  this  hiunble  aft  of  duty   and   obedience, 
which  we  oflfer  in  the  moft  holy  name  of  Jefus  our 
lord  and  faviour,  concluding,  with  filial  confidence  as 
his  followers,  in  the^  words  which  he  himfelf  prefcrib* 
ed  us :  Our  father,  &c. 
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OEK.  xlv.   3,  4«  ^'--^ 

And  Jofeph  fald  unto  his  brethren,  t  am  Jofeph.  tiot\i  mjr  fe* 
ther  yet  live?  And  his  brethren  could  not  arifwer  him:  foi* 
they  were  troubled  at  his  prefencc»  And  Jofeph  faid  unto  his 
brethren,  Come  near  to  me,  I  pray  yoti;  and  they  camtf 
near; 'and  he  faid:  I  am  Jofeph,  yoiu*  brother,  whom  ye 
fold  into  -Egypt- 


THE  teacher  of  religion  fholild^  like  all  othef 
teachers,  apply  himfelf  to  the  wants  of  his 
hearers  and  difciples.  He  fhould  difcourfe  to  them 
m  that  langu^ige  which  is  moft  intelligible  to  themj 
Ihould  reflify  fuch  of  their  opinions  as  ftand  moft  in 
need  of  it ;  and  touch  upon  fuch  faults  as  moft  fre- 
quently and  moft  eaiily  gain  the  afcendancy  over 
thenu  And  when  it  happens  that  more  is  thought 
and  fpoken  of  certain  matters  than  liTual,  and  this  in 
words  or  expreflions,  the  figniflcation  whereof  is  yet 
fluduating*  and  uhfettled,  he  ought  not  to  let  it 
efcape  his  attention,  nor  exclude  it  from  his  dif- 
courfes  and  leffons,  whenever  the  fubjeQ:  is  of  the 
moral  kind,  and  has  or  may  have  an  influence  on 
the  conduft  and  the  happinefs  of  his  hearers*  I  take 
this  to  be  the  cafe  with  fenfibility;  a  fubjed  greatly 
talked  of  at  prefent,  and  a  vii;>rd  much  oft^ner  ufed 

?  2  thaa 
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than  rightly  underftood.  And,  as  this  is  a  matter 
which  may  produce  much  good  and  much  hann, 
oceafion  much  happinefs  and  much  mifery,  I  think 
I  need  no  ferther  apology  for  attempting  to  admo- 
nifh  you  on  this  matter,  and  to  caution  you  againft 
the  abufe  of  it.  • 

In  this  defign  I  have  read  to  you  a  paflage  from 
the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  wherein  his  charafter  is  de- 
pided  as^  abounding  in  fenfibility.  The  ftrongeft 
fentiments  of  love,  of  tendemefs,  of  the  nobleft 
gcnerofity,  fo  poffefs  and  overwhelm  his  foul,  that 
he  burfts  into  tears,  on  difcovering  himfelf  to  his 
brethren.  The  vaft  eminence  and  authority  with 
which  he  was  inverted,  as  the  deliverer  of  ^gypt, 
and  the  viceroy  of  its  king,  could  neither  fupprefs 
nor  weaken  in  him  the  warmeft  emotions  of  filial 
and  fraternal  love,  nor  prevent  the  natural  demon- 
ftrations  of  them.  He  felt  in  all  its  force  the  pure 
and  innocent  delight  a  man  enjoys  in  the  bofom  oif 
his  family,  the  uncommon  happinefs  of  finding  loft 
friends  again,  and  the  ftill  greater  felicity  of  for^ 
giving  the  injurious,  of  comforting  the  afflicted,  and 
of  reviving  the  difpirited;  and  preferred  this  pleafure, 
and  this  happinefs,  to  all  the  fplendour  *and  all  the 
feftivity  accompanying  his  prefent  elevated  condition. 
*'  I  am  Jofeph,  your  brother.  Doth  my  father  yet  live? 
Come  near  to  me.  And  now,^  be  not  uneafy  j  nor 
think  me  angry  that  ye  fold  me  hither,  for  it  is  God's 
doing,  and  he  do^h  all  things  well.  I.efteem  myfelf 
happy,  that  I  am  able  to  preferve  and  provide  f<ff 
2t  you 
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you  and  yours  !'*  Who  can  here  miftake  the  language 
of  the  heart,  the  rnoft  generous,  the  mod  fentimental 
heart! 

But  we  are  not  to  flop  here.  Our  defign  is  to 
confider  the  matter  itfelf  in  all  its  latitude ;  and,  as 
far  as  may  be  done  in  fuch  a  difcourfe,  fet  it  in  a 
clearer  light.  In  this  view  we  fliall  have  three  quef- 
tions  to  difcufs.  The  firft  is,  What  is  fenfibility? 
The  fecond,  What  is  true,  generous,  laudable  fenfi- 
bility ?  And  the  third.  What  is  falfe  and  blameable 
fenfibility  ? 

For  acquiring  a  juft  idea  of  fenfibility,  we  muft 
take  care  not  to  confound  it  with  irritability*,  or 
hold  them  abfolutely  for  one  and  the  fame.  When 
we  are  eafily  affefted  by  the  things  we  fee  and  hep.r 
and  feel;  or  by  the  ideas  we  form  of  abfent,  vifible, 
intelleftual  fubje£ls;  or  by  the  images  which  our 
fancy  or  inventive  faculty  holds  up  to  us,  of  mere 
poflibilides  or  of  aftual  exiftences  ;  when  the  agree- 
able or  difagreeable  impreffions  which  either  of  them 
make  upon  us  fink  deep,  and  eafily  and  fuddenly 

♦  I  am  wdl  aware  that  the  word  irrtiaMlUy  principally  and  al- 
ihoft  cxclufively  is  ufed  of  the  charaAer  of  a  man  who  is  very 
eafily  offended,  quickly,  and  deeply  refenting  every  affront  by 
calling  the  real  or  fuppofed  aggreffor  to  a  fevere  account,  I  herd 
employ  the  term  in  a  much  larger  fenfe,  for  denoting  that  feature 
of  the  human  charadier  which  is  frequently  confounded  with  feii- 
fibility}  as  coming  neareft  to  it,  and  yet  is  not  real  fenfibility. 
As  we  are  in  wap*'^'>f  a  word  for  marking  this  diftindlion,  and 
knowing  of  no  6ne  more  fuitable ;  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
ufing  it  in  a  rather  unufual  fignification.  Indeed  irafcible  feems 
as  {(roper  in  the  former  cafe. 

.  F  3  feize 
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feize  upon  our  whok  fenfitive  faculty,  eafJy  and  fud- 
denly  move  us  to  joy  or  to  forrow,  to  weeping  or  to 
laughter,  to  love  or  to  hatred,  to  zeal  or  to  anger, 
to  tranfports  of  delight,  or  to  the  deepeft  dejedion  j 
we  are  then  acutely  fenfitive :  and,  when  this  inita^ 
bility  is  ^ennobled  and  exalted ;  when  it  chiefly  dif- 
plays  itfelf  in  regard  to  moral  objeds,  to  more  re* 
fined  beauties,  and  to  fublimer  pleafures ;  when* 
ever  jt  fharpens  our  fentunents  of  what  is  right 
and  wrong,  what  is  good  and  bad,  becoming  and  un- 
becoming, generous  and  ungenerous ;  and  makes  us 
feadily  obferve  and  acutely  feel  this  diflference  in  fuch 
things,  perfons,  aftions,  and  occurrences,  wherein 
the  generality  of  mankind  will  not  perceive  and  feel 
it,  •—  then  are  we  fenfible.  A  few  antithetical  exem- ' 
plifications  will  fet  this  matter  in  a  more  perfpicuous 
light.  The  merely  irritable  man  is  rather  moved  by 
the  furface  and  the  exterior  of  thii^s  j  the  man.  of 
fenfibility  more  by  their  intrinfic  qualities  and  real 
excellency :  the  fonner  is  in  particular  eafily  moved 
to  difpleafure  and  to  anger;  the  other  is  capable  of 
all,  and  chiefly  the  gentler,  nobler  kinds  of  feelings : 
the  former  is  more  a^tated  by  llrong  and  violent 
Impreflions;  the  latter  more  fufceptible  of  the  milder 
and  more  gentle  ^  tlie  former  is  more  fenfible  to 
the  grand,  the  extraordinary,  and  the  ftriking  j  the 
latter,  more  to  the  delicate,  the  noble,  the  unob-> 
fcrved  and  defpifed  beautiful  and  good^  The  irrita- 
ble quickly  takes  fire  at  the  injury  he  receives  or  is 
offered;  the  man  of  fenfibility  is  troubled  likewife  on 
accQunt  of  the  injury  his  enemy  is  4oing  to  himfelf, 

aiui 
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and  the  ftings  he  is  preparing,  fooner  or  later,  for  his 
own  heart.     The  irritable  man  is  more  frequently 
moved  to  compaffion  by  the  loud  complaints  and 
the  copious  tears  of  the  unhappy;  the  man  of  fenfi- 
biUty  alfo  takes  part  in  the  filent  expreffions  of  pain, 
trouble  and  want  which  h^  perceives  in  any  crea- 
ture.    The  irritable  man  is  fond  rather  of  vehement 
and  noify  pleafures  and  diverfions ;  the  man  of  fen- 
fiKlity  leeks  moft  the  charms  of  quiet,  domeftic, 
gentle  joys.     The  irritable  mdn  rejoices  in  the  good 
aftions  of  the  philanthropift  and  the  patriot ;  the  man 
of  feiifibility  is  likewife  delighted  in  the  tears  that 
ftand  in  the  eyes  of  the  child,  when  hearing  of  noble 
deeds,  which  he  ynfhts  to  have  done  himfelf.     The 
irritable  man  is  full  of  feeling  towards  "whatever  ha& 
a  vifible  and  intimate  influence  on  the  welfare  of 
himfelf  and  his ;  the  man  of  fenfibility  is  alfo  aflreded 
by  the  renioter  and  more  occult  confequences^  of 
things;  and  nothing  is  totally  foreign  to  him,  no- 
thing indifferent,  that  relates  to  any  living  being 
capable  of  feeling  and  of  happinefs.     In  fliort,  fenfi- 
bility is  enlarged,  'refined  and  generous  irritability ; 
it  is'  either  a  higher  degree,  or  a  peculiar  direftion 
and  tendency,  or  a  nobler  application  and  exertion 
of  it.  '    \ 

Now,  if  irritability  be  in  and  of  itfelf  a  real  and 
defirable  prerogative  of  men,  then  fenfibility  mufl  be 
as  much  fo  and  more.  But,  as  the  former  may  be 
fometimes  rightly  empfoyed,  fometimes  abufed,  and 
therefore  fometimes  ufeful,  and  at  others  hurtful,  to 
^     -  p  4  '  ^        mankind) 
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mankind,  fo  likewife  it  feres  with  the  latter.  There 
is  a  genuine  and  a  falfe,  a  laudable  and  a  blameable^ 
an  innocent  and  a  dangerous  fenfibility*  Let  us  fee 
wherein  they  both  confift,  and  whereby  they  may  be 
difcriminated  from  each  other. 

Our  fenfibility  is,  in  the  firfl  place,  of  the  right 
kind,  it  is  generous  and  refpedable,  when  direfted 
to  the  beft  and  worthieft  objefts.  There  are  un- 
doubtedly certain  objeds  that  never  can.  make  too 
ibong  an  impreflion  on  us,  never  too  much  affeft  us, 
in  regard  to  which  we  can  never  too  deeply  feel : 
and  thefe  are  God,  truth,  innocence,  virtue,  human 
perfedion  and  happinefs;  all  that  is  beautiful  and 
great  aiid  good  and  honourable  and  amiable  and  en-^ 
dureth  for  ever.  Therefore,  if  thou  never  thinkeft, 
o  man,  without  profoxmd  reverence  and  filial  love, 
on  God,  thy  creator  and  father;  if  thou  never  con* 
0dereft  his  works  without  a  chearful  aflonifhment,  a 
genial  enlargement  of  thy  heart,  and  admirefl  the 
traces  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  the  fmaller  as 
well  as  the  larger  works  of  his  creation  j  if  neve^: 
without  tranfport,  thou  Ufteft  up  thine  eyes  to  his 
magnificent  heavens,  or  beholdeft  the  numberleft 
beauties  of  the  earth,  which  he  has  allotted  thee  for 
thy  dwelling ;  if,  never  without  inward  delight,  thou 
enjoyed  his  benefadions  and  bleflmgs,  or  reflefteft 
on  his  boimties  and  bleffings;  if,  when  thou  feeft 
thy  fellow-creatures,  thy  brethren^  and  walkeft  and 
converfeft  with  them,  thou  art  never  without  a  real 
intereft  in  them;  if  thou  art  never  deftitute  of  inward 
^tisfaftion  when  thou  art  the  witnefs  of  a  good  and 
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geaerous  deed,  or  obferveft  the  viftory  of  truth  over 
error,  and  of  virtucL  over  vice;  nor  feeft  the  triumph 
of  unrighteoufiiefs  and  iniquity  without  emotion, -hot 
tyranny  of  any  kind  without  the  livelieft  difpleafure; 
nor  fuflfering  or  corrupted  innocence  without  deep 
concern;  nor  the  ruin  and  mifery  of  thy  fellow-crea* 
tures  without  adhial  forrow;  if,  thou  never  heareft 
the  voice  of  nature,  of  truth,  and  of  noble  fimpUcity, 
without  pleafure  and  delight,  never  the  cry  of  the 
indigent  without  hearty  compaffion,  never  the  figh$ 
of  the  deftitute  and  afflided  without  pain  and  grief; 
in  (hort,  when  thou  performeft  every  ad  of  private 
and  public  worfhip  with  a  heart  full  of  fentin^nt^ 
prayeft  with  real  ardour,  feeleft  the  whole  value  and 
the  whole  dignity  of  thy  connexion  with  God  and 
with  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  art  thoroughly  warmed 
and  penetrated  with  love  towards  thy  faviour,  and 
thy  exercifes  of  devotion  fill  and  Wefs  thee  with  feet 
ings  which  thy  heart  is  fcarcely  able  to  contain: 
then  is  thy  fenfibility  direded  to  objefts  and  em* 
ployed  on  objefts  that  are  worthy  of  it.  Then  is  it 
of  the  nobleft  kind,  then  does  it  turn  to  thy  higheft 
advantage,  and  is  the  fource  of  perfcdidn  and  happi- 
nefs  to  thyfelf  and  to  others,  for  the  prdent  and  for 
the  ftiture  world. 

Our  fenfibility  is,  farther,  of  the  proper  kind ;  it 
is  blameleis,  and  a  real  prerogative  of  man,  when 
confl:iantly  under  the  dominion  and  guidance  of  rea- 
fon.  Sentiment,  ^and  therefore  Kkewife  fenfibiKty^ 
my  pious  hearers,  cannot  be  a  fafe  guide  to  us  on  all 
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occafions.  It  is  apt  to  bias  us  too  eafily  and  too 
violently  for  or  againft  a  matter  or  a  perfon;  fre- 
quently foftens  us  too  much  where  we  ought  to  be 
firm  and  immoveable;  it  difpofes  us  too  often,  from 
'indulgence  and  favour,  to  be  unjuft  towards  one 
perfon,  and  too  fevere  againft  another;  too  often 
makes  us  prepoffeffed  from  compaffioi)  in  behalf  of  the 
diftrefled,  and  hard  againft  the  profperous.  It  judges 
too  frequently  with  partiality ;  abides  too  obftinately 
by  the  firft'impreffions  made  upon  the  heart;  and 
allows  itfelf  too  eafily  to  be  cheated  by  the  appear- 
ances of  the  beautiful  and  good,  by  engaging  forms, 
by  moving  words  and  geftures.  And,  befides,  how 
many  men  are  there  who,  regarding  this  refpeftable 
quality  as  a  weakneJTs,  treat  it  accordingly,  and  are 
expert  in  taking  advantage  of  it  by  a  thoufand  dif- 
ferent means,  and  artfully  contrive  to  make  it  ferve 
their  difhoneft  purpofes !  How  neceflary  is  it,  then, 
that  it  fhould  be  conftantly  under  the  controul  of 
reafon,  that  it  fhould  have  a  clear  well-regulated 
underftanding  for  its  guide,  if  we  would  not  be  con- 
tinually falling  into  error,  if  we  would  have  it  not 
more  hurtftil  than  profitable  to  ourfelves  and  to 
others!  How  many  perfons  of  fenfibility  have 
brought  mifery  on  themfelves  and  others,  or  plunged 
themfelves  into  no  fmall  ftraights  and  difBculties,  by 
not  hearkening  to  the  admonitions  and  remonflrances 
of  this  condudor,  and  fcomfully  difcarding  reafon 
jis  too  cold,  too  tedious,  too  interefted  a  cdunfellor 
and  guide !  No;  this  muft  be  the  ruler  of  our  mind, 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE   VALUE   OF   SENSIBILITY^  tIJ 

the  direOior  of  our  conduft ;  to  this  end  the  creator 
beftowed  it  on  us,  ^d  it  is  the  true,  the  great  preroga** 
tive  of  man,  as  a  rational  creature.  It  is  this  that 
muft  difcriminate  femblailce  from  truth,  that  muft 
teach  us  to  facrifice  even  our  bed  propenfities  to 
the  performance  of  duty,  to  aft,  not  by  fortuitous 
and  tranfient  fenfations,  but  upon  firm  and  immuta** 
ble  principles,  and  to  controul  and  govern  ourfelves, 
though  the  conflid  coft  never  fo  much  trouble  to 
our  heart.  Happy  the^an,  who  is  thus  taught  of 
reafon  j  with  whom  light  and  warmth  are  in  due  pro* 
portion,  whofe  underilanding  is  as  unclouded  as  his 
heart  is  fenfible ! 

In'fhort,  our  fenfibility  is  of  the  proper  caft,  it  is 
innocent  and  refpedable,  when  it  powerfully  incites 
lis  to  do  good,  to  the  bell  and  mpft  generous  ac« 
tions.  To  feel,  to  feel  acutely,  and  not  to  aft  con- 
fidently with  our  feelings,  in  general  betrays  w^ak* 
nefs  and  effeminacy.  To  be  fenfible  to  goodnefs,* 
and  yet  not  perform  that  good,  when  we  can  and 
ought,  is  inconfiflency  and  hypocrify.  To  be  ifatil^ 
fied  with  having  good  fentiments,  inflead  of  doing  . 
good  aftions,  is  impoflure  and  felf^leceit.  F^w  of 
our  emotions  are  ultimate  objefts ;  the  generality  are 
and  fhould  be  no  more  than  means,  inducements, 
and  incitement^,  to  put  us»  in  motion,  to  facilitate 
the  application  and  exertion  of  our  faculties,  /  and 
thus  to  affift  us  in  overcoming  many  concomitant 
difficulties  and  dangers.  What  is  the  moft  enrap^ 
tured  admiratioa  of  the  beautiful  and  the  good,  if  it 
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do  not  rouze  us  to  the  imitation  of  it?    What  is  thd 
moft  poignant  compaifion,  if  it  do  not  excite  us  to 
effeftual  and  timely  relief  ?  What  is  the  moft  extreme 
difpleafure,  the  moft  righteous  zeal,  if  it  do  not 
prompt  us  to  the  prevention  of  injuftice,  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  oppreffed,  to  a  ftedfaft  fupport  of  the 
caufe  of  tinth,  and  to  impart  courage  and  ftrength 
to  the  innocent  ?    Of  what  ufe  are  fighs  and  tears 
and  lamentations,  if,  when  we  ought  to  be  ading 
and  working,  afEfting  others  by  counfel  or  deeds, 
they  leaVe  us  irrefolute  and  motionlefs  ?    What  is 
the  moft  paflionatc  and  tender  aflFedion,  unlefs  it 
ihew  itfelf  by  aftions  ?    No ;  if  we  would  have  ouf 
fenfibility  of  the  proper  kind,  laudable  and  fuch  as 
will  encourage  and  euibellifli  virtue ;  then  we  mud 
never  fo  far  fubnut  to  it,  as  to  let  it  exhauft  our 
faculties,  and  deprive  us  of  the  power  to  aA.    No ; 
k  Ihould  much  rather  impel  us  by  an  irreiiftible 
force  to  all  good  and  generous  exploits ;  remove  all 
confiderations  which  might  detain  us  from  them; 
fecure  us  from  any  hurtful  delay ;  bear  down  every 
objection  from  indolence  and  eafe;  fortify  us  againfL 
every  dread  of  difficulty  and  danger;  and  urge  us  to 
well-doing  with  as  much  zeal,  as  we  have  deeply 
felt  the  propriety  of  it;  and  the  more  afUve  it  renders 
us  in  thefe  refpefts,  the  more  refpedable  and  honour* 
able  it  is. 

And  this,  my  pious  hearers,  this  is  true,  irre- 
proachable, virtuous  fenfibiKty ;  which  no  man,  who 
has  a  right  turn  of  mind,  and  whofe  heart  is  not  to- 
tally 
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tally  hardened^  will  venture  to  blame  or  to  defpife; 
which  every  man,  who  knows  the  value  of  things, 
muft  revere  as  a  precious  boon  of  the  Moft  High,  as 
a  real  prerogative  of  man.    The  cafe  is  quite  otherwife 
with  fiilfe  fenfibility.    We  need  only  to  examine  it  a^ 
little  for  difcovering  it  to  be  blameable  and  hurtfuL^ 
Senfibility  is,  in  the  firft  place,  falfe,  and  blatne- 
able,  when  it  is  not  natural,  but  forced;  when  a  man 
expreffes  and  pretends  to  feelings  which  he  has  not, 
or  ftrives  to  appear  to  have  th^m  in  a  far  higher  de- 
gree than  he  adually  has :  thus  playing  the  part  of 
a  ddponding,  a  perfeftly  inconfolable  man,  while  he 
is  no  more  than  moderately  troubled  and  grieved  j  or 
falfely  pretending  to  enjoy  celefldal  tranfports  and 
rapturous  delights,  when  he  only  enjoys  an  ordinary 
pleafure  and  a  calm  fatisfedion  in  any  particular 
thing.     Since  our  feirfations  do  not  always  depend 
upon  ourfelves,  are  not  always  in  our  power  j  fince 
no  man,  in  every  inftarit  of  his  life,  and  in  every  tem. 
peramait  of  his  body,  is  alike  fufceptible  of  the  fame 
degree  of  fenfibility;  fince  neither  mind  nor  body  ii 
always  able  to  endure  an  equally  ftrong  tenfion  and 
vibration:  fo  none  need  be  afhamed  dther  of  a  defi* 
ciency  of  thefe  ftronger  fenfations,  or  of  the  acci- 
dental relaxation  of  them.     Indeed,  he  that  is  aU 
ways   infenfibie,   always  unfeeling,  whom  nothing 
can  move,  is  in  no  defirable  condition ;  and  is  crimi- 
nal,  if  he  have  brought  himfelf  into  it  by  folly  and 
vice.     But  even  the  moft  fentimental  man  is  not  al- 
ways in  a  like  mood;  even  the  greateft  admirer  of 
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the  works  of  i^ature  has  not  his  view  always  ftruckby 
them  in  the  fame  maimer;  even  upon  the  tendered 
heart,  reprefentatibns  of  the  indigence  and  mifery  of  a 
fellow-creature  do  not  always  make  the  fame  impref- 
fion,  '  Whoever  but  approves  the  true,  the  beautiful, 
the  good,  and  does  that  which  he  reckons  his  duty, 
need  never  be  grieved  if  he  approve  and  perform  it 
at  times,  even  without  any  remarkably  ftrong  fenfa* 
tion,  with  ferenity  and  diligence.  Whereas  he  that 
will  exhibit  the  fame  fenfations  in  every  event,  and 
is  refolved  to  feel  in  one  circumftance  in  the  fame 
manlier  and  degree  as.  in  another^  for  the  fake  of 
being  reckoned  a  man  of  extraordinary  fenfibility, 
among  thofe  with  whom  he  is  intimately  connected 
by  a  uniformity  of  fentiments  and  purfuits,  muft 
frequently  aft  the  hypdcnte,  muft  often  lie,  muft 
often  fpeak  and  aft  in  an  unnatural  manner :  and  no 
kind  of  diffimulation  and  conftraint  more  eafily  betrays 
itfelf,  none  makes  a  more  difagreeable  iitipreiEon  on 
thofe  that  fee  it  and  hear  it,  than  this,  Senfations 
totally  incompatible  will  frequei>tly  be  exhibited  at 
the  fame  time ;  fometimes  the  aid  of  the  moft  inoo- 
^herent  gefticulations  and.  motions  of  the  body  will  be 
called  in ;  frequently  all  the  energetical  and  moving 
expreffions  of  language  will  be  heaped  on  one  an- 
other  without  judgement  or  choice ;-  and  many  per- 
formances of  this  nature  end  in  the  fneers  and  de- 
rifion  of  the  fpeftators. 

Farther,  feiifibility  is  falfe  and  blameable,  when  it 
'is  overftndned  or  exceffivej  when  it  is  difproportion- 
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ate  to  the  value  of  the  objeftj  when  it  is  more  dif- 
played  in  trifles  than  in  matters  of  importance* 
Many  will  hear  the  account  of  the  demolition  of  a 
whole  city  by  the  horrors  of  an  earthquake,  of  a 
fleet  daflied  to  pieces  upon  rocks,  of  an  army  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire  and  fword,  with  all  the  indiflferency 
imaginable,  who  can  fhed  tears  over  a  comparatively 
infignificant  creatui-e  of  the  clafles  of  plants  or  ani- 
mals.  On  numbers,  a  whole  life  fpent  in  toilfome, 
virtuous  aftions,  biit  performed  in  filence,  without 
any  rumour  or  oftentation,  makes  no  impreflion, 
who  will  fall  into  tfanfports  and  extafy  at  an  ad  of 
humanity  or  beneficence,  accidentally  perhaps  per- 
formed by  another,  but  done  with  great  fhow,  and 
difplayed  with  much  ofl:entation.  Many  are  fcarcely 
moved,  or  even  not  at  all,  by  indications  of  courage, 
fortitude  of  mind,  refolution,  invincible  patience  and 
firmnefs  }  while,  at  any  thing  that  fliews  tendemefs 
or  love,  even  though  it  be  not  perfedly  innocent, 
they  find  reafon  to  be  moved  in  the  higheft  degree. 
The  man  of  fenfibility,  in  the  beft  and  nobleft  fenfe 
of  the  word,  finds  indeed  matter  for  his  fenfibility 
to  work  upon  in  a  thoufand  events  and  fubjefts, 
where  others  would  be  abfolutely  cold,  which  in 
their  eyes  would  be  infignificant  trifles ;  and  it  is  by 
no  means^  deferving  of  reproach  if  a  flower  or  a  little 
infeft  moves  him,  if  he  obferve  any  expreflion  of 
exultation  or  fuffering  in  any  fenfitive  creature,  that 
he  be  aflfe£ted  by  it,  and  partake  in  it  all  with  a  fenti- 
mental  heart:  but  he  does  not  therefore  overlook 
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great  and  important  concernments,  is  not  cold  to. 
wards  them,  takes  ftill  more  intereft  in  them,  will 
be  ftill  more  ftrongly  aflfefted  by  them,  does  not  fall 
into  the  ridiculous,  but  conftantly  preferves  the  dig* 
nity  of  a  thinking,  rational,  and  feli^pofleflii^  man ; 
and  this  is  a  proof  that  his  way  of  thinking  and  feel- 
ing is  not  artificial  fentimentality,  but  true  and  ge* 
nerous  fenfibility. 

Senfibility  is,  in  the  third  place,  fpurious  and 
blameable,  when  it  is  injurious  or  dangerous  to 
ourfelves  and  others;  hinders  us  in  our  a&ual  duties, 
or  renders  the  performance  of  them  difagreeable  and 
difficult;  when  it  deprives  us  of  the  defire  and 
the  ability  to  do  what  is  right  and  good.  He  that 
fufFers  himfelf  to  be  moved  and  overcome  by  the  ex- 
preffion  of  violent  pain,  by  the  fight  of  fufferings 
and  mifery,  fo  as  to  be  jAit  befide  himfelf,  to  lofe 
his  power  of  refleftion  and  prefence  of  mind,  and  is 
incapable  of  attending  to  the  means,  and  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  means  by  which  that  pain  may  be 
cafed,  thofe  fuflferings  mitigated,  that  mifery  j-emoved 
or  affuaged;  he  that  weeps  and  laments,  where  he  can 
and  fhould  relieve:  his  fenfibility  is  hurtfiil,  is  blame- 
able;  and,  though  it  be  never  fo  natural,  is  a  ficknefs 
of  foul,  an  infirmity  of  mind,  which  can  never  re- 
dound to  the  praife  of  the  man,  which  he  ought  not 
to  cherifh,  but  fhould  fbdve  and  guard  againft  with 
all  pofEble  care. 

Senfibility  is  again  noxious  and  confequently  cri- 
minal, when  it  renders  us  negligent  in  regard  to 
^  others 
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Others  and  forgetful  of  the  duties  we  owe  them; 
wReii  it  deprives  us  of  the  relifh  for  pur  ordinary  af- 
fairs, takes  us  off  from  the  profecution  of  then),  or 
induces  us  to  go  about  them  with  diflike  and  aver- 
fion.  it  is  therefore  hurtful,  when  a  miftrefs  of  a 
family  allows  it  to  be  an  impediment  to  her.  in  the 
careful  management  of  heir  domeftic  affairs,  in  the 
maintenance  of  regularity  and  order  in  all  the  parts 
of  her  houlhold,  in  her  diligetit  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  and  fatisfaftion  of  her  family,  in 
her  attention  to  fmall  things  as  well  as  to  great; 
when  fee  chufes  rather  to  indulge  her  fenfibility  in 
reading,  or  in  converfmg  with  fentimental  acquaint- 
ances, than  addia  herfelf  to  domeftic  and  (Econprni- 
cal  affairs ;  or  will  only  extend  her  influence  and  in- 
Ipeftion  in  general  over  the  whole,  as  if  that  could 
fubfift  without  its  parts,  and  the  greater  without  the 
kfs. 

Senfibility  is  pernicious  and  criminal,  when  the 
young  man,  or  the  man  of  bufinefs,  is  induced  by  it' 
to  think  the  concerns  of  his  trade  or  vocation  un- 
worthy pf  liim,  and  which  perhaps  are  not  very  ele- 
gant and  important  in  themfelves,  or  not  highly  en- 
tertaining, and  thereupon  to  defpife  and  negle£t  them, 
and  to  imagine  that  he  degrades  himfelf  by  paying 
attention  to  them,  and  by  doing  only  fuch  things  as 
thoufands  of  others  of  lefs  delicate  fentiments  and  of 
a  lefs  elevated  miijid,  can  perform  as  well  as  he.  It 
is  pernicious,  when  the  difciple  of  wifdom,  feduced 
by  this  propenfity  of  his  heart,  negleds  the  duacul* 
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tivaSoh  of  his  tirideWHin^g  znh  rei*»,  ami  rtMi% 
himfeff  to  raich*  tiifk  dry  ftfedies,  thm^gh  of  die 
hi^h^  ?m^rtkiice  for  iacquJriftg  the  fa«)wl<5dge  Said 
the  fcifences,  Which  ate  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  Ks 
future  profeflidn  or  ftation  in  life, 

SehfJbility  is  hurtful  and  cririlirial  when  ft  liadfe  ik 
rhan  to  refrain  from  aflbciating  with  others,  to  deny 
flieiii  the  dutiies  of  cbnverfarion,  aflPability,  friendly 
efteem  and  dFeftidn,  becaufe  they  are  iiot  ib  fenta- 
^ental  as  Himfelf ;  nature  having  probably  fomieS 
them  of  coatfer  materials,  or  defigned  them  more  fdr 
cool  and  temperate  refleflSon,  more  for  trfrti  con*- 
fideratidn,  and  difj^ofed  them  morie  to  a£tioh  than  to 
fentiment, 

Laftly,  fehfibility  is  hurtful  and  dsttigtfrous,  when, 
begufled  by  its  infpn^tloite  and  irfiptllfes^  we  dream 
of  k  worid,  and  live  and  float  in  a  world,  xvhich  has 
hardly  any  thing  in  common  with  the  aftual  ftate  of 
things,  which  exiffs  only  in  our  imaginatiDn,  dr  in 
Certain  poerrts  and  woits  of  fetncy  j  when  beguiled 
by  fiich  reprefentarions  and  images,  we  look  for  per- 
fedion  in  others,  and  expcft  matters  from  than, 
Which  are  either  nowhere,  or  veiy  raridy,  to  be 
found-;  and  then  trouble  and  afflift  bUrfehres  ^  this 
natural  defeft,  and  keep  ourfehres  at  ti  diftattcfe  from 
them,  as  if  we  miififed  fbme^effential  qualities  h 
them.  How  many  has  this  prevented  filom  m^ddng 
the  moft  fuitable  and  moft  'advdnt^ttite  cdriiieCfibnsf ; 
how  many  has  it  niifted  to  pafe  their  .day$  ili  a  ftsftfe 
of  celibacy!    How  many  hare  therd»y  become  bail 
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Imibands,  fetfifli  and  auft^^  companiong  hard  to  be 
^es^ed,  and  downright  mtfarithropifts !  No;  the 
^f^  «ian  £se^,  accepts,  and  ufes  the  diings  of  this 
lurorld  as  they  are,  and  looks  for  no  angels  amongf^ 
inankind,  no  paradife  up6n  the  earth,  no  virtue  free 
Sfirom  alloy  among  frail  and  finful  creatures,  no  per* 
^^(m  thei^,  where  it  is  not  to  be  ifound* 

No;  in  all  thefe  cafes  whei*e  we  have  pronounced 
•fenfibility  to  i>e  hurtful  and  criminal,  We  facrifice 
^uty  to  f^kafure ;  render  ourfelves  averfe  and  unfit 
^r  the  periformance  of  our  duty ;  perform  it  negli*. 
^ntly;  defiroy  the  harmdny  and  welfare  of  focial 
•fife ;  aft  againft  ^he  defigns  of  God  and  our  own 
nature,  by  wliich  we  are  ordained,  not  only  to  feel, 
but  alfo  to  think  and ftill  more  to  aft;  we  enervate 
•<mr  tafte  and  our  heart;  weaken  our  faculties;  be- 
UOHie  iaftidious^  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  beautififl 
And  the  good;  feldom  f^tisfied  with  what  is  and 
tl4iat  happens ;  and  prepare  for  ourfelves  and  others 
a  Aoufand  fufferings  and  a  thoufand  woes,  from 
-^prfiich  in  the  contrary  c?de  we  ihould  be  totally  ex- 
empt.   • 

Crtisrd  yourfelveS)  therefore,  my  dear  brethren^ 
from  lilis  falfe,  exceffive,  and  pernicious  fenfibility. 
Sufier  me  to  recommend  to  you  in  this  refpeft  mo- 
deration and  felf-eommand*  And,  as  you  are  chrM*- 
tians,  iook  likewife  here  to  Jefus,  your  leader  and 
gtridci  the  great  pattern  df  all  human  peifeftion* 
How  feniible  w^  his  heart;  and  how  generous, 
how  biified,  was  bis  fenfibility;   how  fruitful  in 
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good  works!  Whofe  foiil  was  ever  fo  thoroughly 
imbued  with  love  towards  God  and  man,  with  the 
love  of  truth  and  virtue,  as  his ;.  and  what  harmony 
in  all,  mind  and  heart,  words  and  works !  He  pitied 
the.  people,  he  compaflionated  their  fpiritijal  -and 
perforial  wants ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  gave  them 
eftedual  relief;  he  fed  and  taught  them.  He  wept 
when  he  faw  his  friend  Lazarus  in  the  grave.;  but 
he  awakened  him  from  the  dead.  He  felt  and  fuf- 
fered  the  ficknefs  and  pai^s  of  the  wretched,  and 
healed  them.  He  carefTed  the  little  children  th^ 
were  brought  to  him,  and,  bleffed  them.  He  viewed 
the  young  man  who  wanted  to  follow  him,  with  af- 
feftion  aAd  love,  though  his  wiflies  \^ere  not  brought 
to  effeft.  He  flied  tears  over  Jerufalem,  while  it  was 
watching  his  motions  with  a  murderous  intent.  He 
prayed  for  pardon  for  his  tormentors;  and  neglefted 
himfelf  whenever  he  had  an  opportunity  of '  ferying 
and  helping  ♦others.  And  what  a  concern  did  he 
not  take  in  the  welfare  of  his  ri^ations  in  the  moft 
calamitous  moment  of  his  life !  "  Behold,**  faid  he 
from  the  crofs  to  his  favourite  difciple,  "  behold 
thy  mother?^  And  to  Mary,  "  Behold  thy  fon  1** 
r-^But  how  aftive  was  not  his  whole  life  in  all  thefe 
refpefts !  How  unremitted  his  zeal  in  righteoufnefs 
and  beneficence,  in  finifliing  the  work  that  was 
given  him  to  do !  How  clear  and  unclouded  his 
intelleft !  How  impartial  his  judgement !  Hpw  in- 
trepid  his  fortitude  1  How  juft  and  firm  his  princi- 
ples !  How  great  his  indulgence  to  his  difciples  and 
'  '  yfcholars, 
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fcholars,  who  were  fo-  much  lefs  fenfible  th^  he, 
who  at  times  were  alirioft  totally  infenfible !  How 
manly  in  fhort  was  not  his  language  and  his  whole 
behaviour !  How  far  from  all  conftraint,  all  artifice, 
and  all  dftentadon !  How  fuitable*to  his  charafter, 
his  vocation,  and  to  temporary  circumftances !  What 
noifelefs,  tranquil  dignity  appeared  in  all  he  uttered, 
and  in  all  he  did ! 

Oh  imitate  him  -likewife  in  this,  all  ye  who  have 
the  happinefs  and  the  honour  to  be  his  confeffors. 
Strive  after  the  perfedtion  of  your  nature  with  all  the 
faculties  of  your  foul.  Attend  to  your  mind  as  well 
as  to  your  heart ;  cultivate  the  one  with  no  lefs  care 
than  the  other ;  learn  to  think  as  juftly  as  you  feel 
forcibly.  Let  reafon  and  fenfibility  go  hand  in  hand 
widi  you  along  the  path  of  life,  let  this  be  governed 
and  direfted  by  that,  and  that  be  encouraged  and 
animated  by  this,  that  you  may  never  want  light, 
for  avoiding  all  deviation  and  error,  nor  warmth 
and  energy,  for  purfuing  refolutely  and  indefatiga^ 
bly  the  right  way. 


0^3 
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SfiRMON  %n 
fife  Value  (jf  Virtue. 


OGOD !  our  tMHoflt  ind  our  father^  thou  haft 
merfl)ed  thy  Uy,  die  law  of  truth  aiui  ord^ 
ba  all  our  hearts^  endowed  us  ail  ^th  an  inward 
feiituntiit  of  what  i$  right  wd  good ;  thus  wiiling  to 
load  us  to  virtue,  aild  by  virtue  to  hqipinefs.  O 
God !  of  what  paiediony  of  what  joy,  of  idiat  blifi 
haft  thou  not  made  us  f^fceptible,  by  having  caUe4— 
and  ordained  us  to  virtue,  and  having  rendered  it  fo 
venerable  tq  us,  and  by  hs^vlng  given  and  ftill  con* 
tinning  to  give  us  the  capacity  of  becoming,  from 
fenfual,  corrupted  creatures,  wife  and  virtuous  men, 
and  of  ever  becoming  more  completely  fuch !  O 
that  we  were  all  what  thou  wouldft  have  us  to  be-^ 
that  we  all  fought  our  greateft  advantage,  our 
higheft  dignity  in  virtue^ — fubmitted  ourfelves  en- 
tirely to  her  gentle  fway,  fuffered  ourfelves  to  be  en^ 
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tirely  animated  and  governed  by  her,  and  thereby 
ever  brought  ourfelves  nearer  to  thee,  the  eternal 
fount  of  goodnefs  and  perfedlion!  How  blefled 
ihould  viQ  not  then  be  even  here,  and  how  much 
more  blefled  hereafter !  and  with  what  complacency 
couldft  thou  not  then  look  down  upon  us,  thy  chil- 
dren, and  take  thy  pleafure  in  us !  Oh  then  let  vir- 
tue prefent  herfelf  to  pur  mind  in  all  her  beauty,  in 
all  her  irrefiftible  attra£tions ;  caufe  us  thoroughly  to 
feel  her  precedence  abov^  all  that  we  eUe  efteem  and 
revere,  and  fo  take  pofleffion  of  our  whole  heart  our 
moft  cordial  attachment!  EnKghten  us  then,  o 
Oed !  with  thy  %ht,  and  quicken  us  with  thy  good 
§pmi^  that  we  may-  judge  rightly  of  the  valye  of 
things  and  Icam  wifely  to  chufe  between  them.  To 
this  end  accompany  with  thy  bleffing  the  difcourfe 
that  is  now  intended  to  conduft  and  encourage  us 
thereto.  Let  not  the  preacher  recolmmend  and  extol 
virtue  to  us  in  vain,  caufe  him  to  feel  her  worth  him- 
fetf^'and  fo  impart  to  us  thofe  fdHBags,  that  the  num- 
ber and  the  zeal  of  her  votarifcs  may  be  augmojited 
ampnjg  ijs.  We  implore  it  of  thee  as  the  difciples 
<rfthy  fen  Jefus,  and  addrefs  thee  farther  in  his  ndmQ 
and  words :   Our  father,  &c. 
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PROV.  vm,  I  J. 

Wifdom  is  better  ths^i  rubies ;  and  all  the  things  that  may  be 
defired  are  not  to  be  compared  to  it. 


-'T'O  defpife  virtue,  and  not  to  prize  it  enough,  are 
-^  two  very  different  things.  The  former  is  a 
fault,  of  which  but  few.  are  guilty;  the  latter  an 
error  which  great  numbers  of  perfons  fall  into.  Vir- 
tue, my  pious  hearers,  is  of  fo  harmlefs,  fo  venerable, 
and  fp  captivating  an  afpeft ;  fhe  leaves  us  fo  little 
to  fear,  and  allows*  us  to  hope  for  fo  niuch  frona. 
thofe  with  whom  we  perceive  her,  and  by  \^om  we 
fee  her  aft  and  operate ;  her  fentiments  anil  her  con- 
duft  are  fo  juft,  fo  harmonious,  fo  natural  and  Am- 
ple ;  her  connexion  with  our  happinefs  and  with  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  community,  is  in  moft  cafes, 
at  lead  in  many,  fo  apparent ;  fhe  is  frequently  fo 
indifpenfably  neceffary ; '  is  conftantly  fo  be?Lutiful  j 

^.holds  out  fo  much  indulgence  and  patience  to  th.e 
frail  and  feeble :  that  neither  great  fagadty,  nor  eru- 
dition, nor  habitual  refleftion,  nor  a  fuperior  degree 
of  perfonal  excellence,  are  requifite  for  allowing  her 
a  certain  value,  lor  acknowledging  her  to  be  fome- 
thmg  good  and  refpeftable,  .and  for  fhewing  her 
more  or  lefs  efteem.    The  wife  and  the  ignorant, 
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the  good  and  the  bad,  the  virtuous  and  the  vicious,  the 
confideiate  man  and  the  volatile  youth,  are  all  agreed 
in  this  general  judgment  on  the  value  of  virtue ;  goid 
iione  !»^ill  venture,  unlefs  he  be  under  the  deceitfid 
influence  of  fome  Jieadftrong  paffion,  plainly  and  in 
direft  terms  to  defpife  her.  Wherever  confcience, 
-wherever  the  fentiment  of  truth  and  goodnefs  ftill 
Tonains  in  man,  there  virtue  finds  an  advocate  in 
the  hearts  of  her  enemies  as  well  as  of  her  friends, 
3R^hich  dares  not  venture  plainly  to  condemn  her. 

But,  certain  as  this  is,  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  all 
mendo  not,  that  probably  only  the  leaft  part  of  man- 
kind acknowledgfe  the  whole  value  of  virtue,  and  fo 
•  highly  prize,  and  fo  inwardly  revere  her,^  as  (he  de- 
ierves.  The  reverence  fhewn  to  virtue  is  with  great 
numbers  more  prejudice,  or  obfcure  fenfation,  than 
vital  reflected  knowledge,  r^al  fentiment,  or  firm  in- 
ternal conviftion.  They  have  a  refpeft  for  virtue 
at  large  and  in  general ;  but  not  as  it  appears  ia 
fivery  particular  incident,  and  every  particular  perfoa. 
They  hold  it,  indeed,  to  be  fomething.  good  and  de- 
firable ;  but  they  feldom,  upon  mature  confideraticxi 
and  in  a  decided  manner,  give  it  the  preference  to  all 
other  good  and  defirable  things.  But  feldom  are  we 
thoroughly  perfuaded  by  fincere  comddion,  that  we 
muft  not  part  with  it  on  any  account,  that  we  can 
nwejr  purchafe  it  at  too  dear  a  rate,  nor  make  too 
great  ilacnfice$  to  it ;  that  with  it  we  poflefs  all  things, 
an4  ^witfeout  it  nothing ;  that  it  is  infinitely  b^er  to 
J)e  poQr  and  mean  and  imleamed  and  defpifed,  but 

virtuous. 
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Yirtuom^  than  to  be  rich  and  in%hty  and  felpcSf»i 
and  learned,  but  not  virtuous.  And  yet  aU  our  pre* 
tencfa  to  real  virtue  are  idle  and  bafeiefe^  £>  long  as 
\pe  do  not  betieve  and  c^nfefs  this  truth,  ib  long  as 
we  do  not  prefer  it  before  every  other  advantage  of 
]ife»  however  eftimable  and  excellentf* 

To  fettle  your  judgment  on  this  matter,  and  to  in* 
crcafe  your  reverence  for  virtue,  is  the  deflgn  of  my 
prefent  difcourfe..  In  fev^^  foregoing  difcouiies  we 
have  laid  before  you  the  yalue  of  riches,  of  hoaoor, 
1^  fenfual  pledure,  and  of  intelledual  pleafiu'es; 
pronounced  them  all,  as  they  really  are^  to  be  aftiul 
gQods,  to  be  objeds  which,  in  a  cmain  degree,  de- 
fyrrt  to  beeileemed,  admired,  fought  after,  s^  en- 
joyed ;  to  be  things,  which,  aorording  to  the  ufc  we 
make  of  them,  may  contribute  more  or  lefs  to  oiur 
perife^on  and  happine&.  U£dbl  and  valuable,  hew- 
ever>  a$  a^.  thde  things  unquefUonably  &ie»  virtue  is  • 
ftill  hx  preferable  to  them^  as  hr  as  the  end  is  to  the 
li^eanS)  and  as  a  (lately  edifice  is  preferable  ^o  the 
fcafibldlngs  and  implements  that  are  nece£uy  to  its 
conftruflkton* 

Wifdom,  fays  the  wife  king  in  our  text,  wifdom  is 
betto:  than  rubies,  and  all  the  things  that  may  be 
defired  arc  not  to  be  compared  to  it.  W!|3^bm,  In 
this  paflagf ,  is  not  barely  that  which  m^i  ufualiy  call 
tiinderftandio^,  knoiwledge,  erudition,  or  profound 
penetration.  It  is  the  proper  ufe  of  the  underftand- 
ing  in  all  the  affairs  and  tranfa&ions  of  mankiAd^ 
the  right  appliatticm  of  the  knowledge  and  iagadty 

we 
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wc  ^pssSkbj  to  the  promoting  of  oar  Hicity ;  it  is  s» 
Intelligent  condud  in  harmony  ^th  truth  and  ordtrj 
in  fiidrt^  it  is^  in  fignificatiany  exadly  the  hmt  as 
what  in  our  language  we  call  Virtue.  This  wifiiom, 
this  vimw,  is  more  precious  thsai  rubies ;  all  that  wc 
ean  poffibly  defire  is  not  to  be  compared  to  it :  that 
b,  its  value  is-ftiperior  to  the  value  of  all  other  things 
Dpfakfa  it  is  ufual  for  mankind  moft  pafEonately-  to 
defire,  and  moft  eameftly  ftrive  to  obtain.  And 
this  is  the  matter  we  intend  now  drcumftantially  to 
illuftrate  and  prove. 

In  this  defign  we  have  two  qucftions  to  anfwer. 
The  firft,  What  is  Virtue  ?  The  fecond,  Wheaice 
doesit  acquire  its  pre*eminent  value  ? 

Vhtue  does  not  confift  in  particular  good  a^ons, 
Neither  temperance,  nor  chaftity,  nor  juftice,  nor 
beneficence,  give  us-  the  idea  of  what  virtue  is,  and 
^at  it  implies.  Thefe  are  no  more  than  the  feveral 
ivays  in  which  it  is  difplayed,  the  elFefts  of  its  opc- 
ratioiit  |t  is  the  foundation,  the  fource  of  thefe  and 
all  oriiar  gbo4  aftions.  That  the  eye  fees  without 
jpbftrufBon,  tlutt  the  e^  Tdthout  difficulty  hears,  that 
pvery  orgaa  of  fenfe  receives  the  impreffion  (if  out- 
Xfwcd  dungs^  thjit  every  limb  and  member  of  the 
hodj  perfomis  its  ftmftions  with  regularity  and  eafe, 
>4oe8  notcoAftitute  the  efTence  of  health:  they  arc 
eiJy  the  various  effejfts  and  indications  of  it.  Health 
Ctmfifts  in  the  jufl  and  proper  relation  of  all  the 
parts,  all  the  veffeJs  and  juices  of  our  whole  body 
iBife  Pfte  anjOther,  and  in  the  unabated  freedom  of 
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aftion  in  the  vital  powers  which  pervade  and  cheryh 
and  fet  them  all  in  motion. 

Virtue,  in  like  manner,  confifts  not  in  particular 
good  difpofitions.  That  we  find  a  pleafure  in  be- 
jieficence ; '  that  we  are  prompt  to  reflefl;  on  ferious . 
fubjeds,  on  the  dp^ines  of  religicoi ;  that  We  heaij- 
ily  love  and  aie  apt  to  promote  peace  and  concord ; 
that  we  are  more  dilpofed  to  think  well  than  ill  of 
cur  fellow-creatures :  thefe  are  all  good  difpofitions, 
in  which  the  virtuous  perfon  cannot  be  4eficient ; 
but  none  of  thefe  difpofitions  alone,  nor  even  feveral 
of  them  together,  render  us  truly  virtuous,  or  confti- 
tute  the  diftinflive  effence  of  true  virtue. 

No ;  virtue  is  an  aggregate,  an  ihdivifible  whole. 
It  is  not  fo  mueh  adkion,  as  principle  of  afUon ;  not 
fo  much  fentiment,  as  principle  of  fentiment  j  it  im- 
pels us  to  thofe  good  aftions,  and  infpires  us  with 
thefe  good  fentiments.  Animated  and  governed  by 
it,  we  will  and  do  what  is  good  and  all  ki^ds  of  good ; 
will  it  with  -energy  and  decifion,  and  pradife  it  heart- 
ily and  firmly.  It  is,  in  effeft,  the  frame  of  our 
mind,  the  direftion  and  application  of  its  faculties, 
caufing  us  conftantly  to  think,  to  be^inclined,  and  to 
aflt,  in  conformity  to  truth,  to  order,  and  to  the.  will 
of  God.  It  confifts  in  a  general,  prevalent,  effect 
live  inclination ,  to  whatever  is  true  and  right  and 
good^  fuitable  to  our  nature  and  our  relative  fitua- 
tions,  and  the  nature  and  relations  of  other  things, 
in  the  conftant  readinefs  to  do  or  not  to  .do,  to  fuf- 
fer  or  to  bear,  to  be  and  to  have,  or  not  $0  .be  ^d 
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not  to  have,  what  God  will  have  us  to  do  or  not  to 
do,  to  bear  or  to  fuffer,  to  be  and  to  have,  or  not 
to  be  or  not  to  have..  It  confifts  in  the  truth  of  our 
refledtions,  our  feelings,  our  defires,  our  words  and 
works,  in  the  harmony  of  all  the  parts  of  our  inward 
and  outward  condu^,  among  themfelves,  and  with 
the  law  of  God,  Ij:  is  therefore 'precifely  what  we 
commonly  term  the  love  and  praftice  of  goodnefs,  a 
ready  and  unlimited  obedience  towards  God  and  his 

^  commandments,  or,  in  one  word,  integrity.  It  is 
the  health  and  the  true  life  of  the  foul,  the  ftate  in 
.which  our  mind  is  and -does  what  it  ought  to  be  and 
to  do,  according  to  its  proper  ordination ;  the  energy 
which  conftantly  impels  us  to  all  that  %  fair  and 
good  and  generous  and  ufeful,  to  whatever  is  agree- 
able to  God,  and  promotes  llie  perfeftion  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  man, — repleniffies  us  with  good-will  to  all 
mankind,  and  induces  us  to  live  and  aft  more  for 

I      others  than  for  ourfelves,  and  to  employ  whatever 
we  are  arid  have  in  the  moft  ufeful  manner. 

Now,  fucH  a  virtue,  we  repeat  it,  is  of  more  value 
than  all  the  other  goods,  the  value  whereof  we  have 
hitherto  been  weighing  and  afoertaining  in  fev^ral 
difcourfes ;  of  more  value  than  riches,  than  honour, 
than  fenfual  pleafure,  more  than  all  the  advantages 
and  pleafures  of  the  mind,  in  fo  far  as  they  are  at 
variance  with  virtue,  or  independent  thereon.  The 
following  remarks  will  .fet  this  in  Its  proper  light, 
and  render  it  evident. 

^         Firft, 
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l^rft,  Vlitite  is  abfohiteiy  and  ^istliout  til  UmiuM 
iKm  good,  abfolutdy  and  ^vithout  all  linucation  isf 
csBceptioa  ufeful  and  ddiralble.  Thk  mt  caconcit 
premaimct  of  any  tMlier  good^  tdtough  in  i!d!etf  imd 
ander  certain  condidetis  4iever  fo  eftimable.  Richef 
msy  be  a  fnare  to  us,  honours  a  burden,  knhii 
ptea&ure  a  fource  of  trouble  and  pain ;  they  afl  marf 
kad  us  into  fin  and  vice,  and  dierd^y^ange  w  into» 
sufery.  Even  the  d^indions  of  Aic  mmdy  know* 
ledge  and  fdenae,  vnt  and  fagacity,  a6d  the  fepenor 
l^afure  they  produce^  may  be  niifepplied  ki  a  thM- 
Cmd  ways,  in  a  thoufand  ways  become  hurtful  and 
ruinous  to  ourfelves  and  others*  Nei^ier  ^utw^ 
wealth  nor  inten>sl  afiergy  of  mind  t»n  (hield  ffae 
wnwife  from  folly,  or  the  vicious  from  m&ry.  Vir- 
tue alone  can  never  be  mifapplied,  (an  never  be 
mmuial:  for  a  man  can  nev^r  Ije  too  virtumis} 
never  too  faithful,  too  juft,  or  think  and  asft  lod 
well ;  never  enjoy  the  pkafure  of  virtue  too  often  and 
too  conftantly,  never  negleft  duties  for  "the  «rqoy- 
mdit  of  it.  No  one  virtue  militates  againft  another; 
none  is  ail  impediment  to  the  praddce  of  aiiotter  > 
ikcme  leffens  our  defire  or  weakens  our  abilities  ht 
another.  Properly,  as  I  have  already  ofiferved,  tJici# 
is  but  one  virtue,  and  that  is,  the  predomins»it }»» 
changeable  readinefs  to  do  diat  ^ich  is  law^dl  suid 
right,  and  is  the  befl  in  every  pjrfe,  whatever  is  h 
conformity  wiA  ruture,  with  the  will  cf  Godj  wilfc 
our  relations  towards  him  and  ol3ier  thmgs ;  and 
wherever  this  readinefs  and  aptitude  is,  there  no  con- 
tention, 
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Iffldba,  ^%  klhcretit  tooitradidioii  am.  find  pUce^ 
Bb  Arty  to  be  obferved  to  the  difedvaMage  or  neg- 
h&  of  another^  no  kind  of  moral  good  to  be  fought 
afad  pradifed  at  the  ^3:J)wice  of  anoth^* 

The  value  of  vhtuc  is  likewife,  in  the  fecond  jJace, 
6ar  more  unciiangeable  dian  thse  value  oTall  odier 
gtx)ds  and  advantages.    The  vahje  of  idches  is  regu- 
lated by  our  wants  and  ftie  wants  of  i3he  fodety  ia 
wfaidi  we  live.     We  may  fuppofe  cafis^  where  they 
wouM  be  abfoknely  ufelefs  and  b^otxi^  a  tn&^ 
btnden  lo  <te.    T^ie  value  <rfionoiii*  tbangefe  accord- 
tog  to  tlie  opinions,  the  t^^^^^  and  the  political  in- 
fii^tio&s  of  msinldnd ;  it  rii^  and  Ms,  ^^nd  become^ 
m  itfelf  mo^e  or  kfe  defirable,  according  as  the  o\d^ 
wsfffl  tc&^s  of  g^eral  ^ftittiation  are  mo^e  *afe  or 
.  mem  nuimrou^,  are  diftribm^  with  difcreet  feleo 
tioR,  or  ind^riminately  conferred :  and  out  of  ibdal 
fife^  in  tJ^tfil^sce  of  retir^mem,  they  almoft  c€^fe  to 
be  advantages.    Th^  value  of  :&nfaal  pleafiive  is  not 
if^kdte  fisied^and  fkrm^oient :  how.much  df  it  depends 
<m  mddeamj  on  derived  and  received  opinions,  and 
tadt  ointrivances :  how  much  cm  the  conflitution 
ifaftd  ffsxm  4f  ou^  bodyytte  iarrihbilityof  our  nerves, 
die  Khccb  df  our  health,  our  age,  ^nd  other  drcum^ 
Iteuicei!    HowanousandbQwdlffi»%i)t  theafpe^^ 
UttdlHr  "which  it  ^gears^^and  is  agi^^^ble  &i  different 
dm^  mL^Mktmivpkccs !    How  often  fe  it  infipid^ 
howtofta^fexlibme,  howofren  does  it  cealfe  'from  be*. 
ilig  )>k^ttte)  aitd  howfrequeii%  d^s  it^h^d^  itii4 
,  >«k!  ^v^  the  4d^^tjigd&  of:the«i^^  ^itiditio»^ 
it  fcience. 
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fdence,  and  art,  are  liable  to  numberlefs  altera-^ 
tions*  Their  value  changes  according  to  the  prevail-' 
mg  tafte ;  as  this  or  the  other  kind  of  fdence  of 
mental  exertions  are  more  or  lefs  efteemed^jadmiredy 
and  preferred* 

The  value  of  virtue  alone  is  always  immutably  the 
fame ;  at  all  times,  among  all  nations,  in  all  circum- 
ftances,  amidft  the  manifold  changes  and  chances  of 
life,  alone  unchangeable.  Indeed,  not  that  \^hich 
we  call  particular  virtues,  which  may  be  differently 
cftimated  in  different  times  and  in  different  places, 
may  be  fometimes  of  greater  and  fometimes  of  fmaller 
worth*  But  the  \vay  of  thinking  and  ading,  the 
difpofition  of  mind,  the  charafter,  the  ftate  of  the 
rational  mind,  which  We  term  virtue,  and  which 
alone  deferves  that  name,  is  and  remains  for_ever 
the  fame,  always  and  every  where  retains  its  value. 
Truth,'  order,  goodnds,  integrity,  can  never  ceafe 
from  being  truth,  order,  goodnefs,  and  integrity^ 
though  we  live  in  this  place  or  in  that,  are  conneft- 
c(J  with  thefe  or  mth  other  meii,  in  foUtude  or  ia  fo- 
ciety,  in  profperity  or  in  adverfity,  in  health  or  in 
^cknefe.  Even  after  our  terreftrial  life,  they  are^ 
remain  exaftly  what  they  were  in-  themfelves. 
Riches,  honour,  fcanfual  pleafure,  are  totally  loft  to 
^us  in  death.  We  cannot  even  refcue  all  intdleftual 
pleafures  from  deftruftton.  Who  knows  how  much 
or  how  little  of  our  knowledge,  our  fcience,  or  our 
art,  and  therefore  of  the  pleafure  that  arifes  from 
them,  we  Ihall  be  able  to  take  with  us  iiUo  the  othef 

world? 
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^arld  ?  All  that  we  now  reckon  for  fuch  we  eci*^ 
tainly  ihall  riot  retain.  —  But  nothing,  my  dear  bre- 
thren, nothing  can  injure  our  virtue ;  nothing  dimi- 
Hifli  its  value.  The  regularity  that  on^e  prevzlils  in 
our  mind^  the  good  habits  it  has  once  acquired,  its 
love  towards  all  that  is  true  and  good,  its  love  to 
-God  and  all  mankind,  remain  with  it  after  the  death 
©f  the.  body,  as  certainly  as  it  retains  them  till  that 
death  arrive.  They  will  have  juft  the  fame  value  in 
Ae  future  ftate  as  they  had  here, — will  be  there  jufl 
as  perfed,  juft  as  bleffed,  and  render  the  foul  far 
jftore  perfed  and  more  bieffed,  than  they  could  do 
liere. 

The  value  of  virtue  is,  in  the  third  place,  much 
more  univerfai  and  independent  oh  ftation  and  con- 
nedion  than  that  of  all  -other,  and  particularly  of 
ottttirard  things  j  or,  it  is  more  generally  ufeful  thaii 
all  others,  and  therefore  poffeffes  a  greater  worth 
than  they.  Riches  would  utterly  ceafe  to  be  riches, 
if  all  men  lived  in  abundance.  Honour  would  lofe 
much  of  its  value,  at  leaft  in  the  prefent  {late  of 
things,  if  it  gave  us  fto  precedence  over  others ;  if 
every  man  could  make  the  fame  pretenfions  to  it^ 
and  produce  his  authentic  claims.  Many  kinds  of 
ienfual  pleafure  would  lofe  their  title  to  that  name, 
if  all  men  could  partake  in  the  enjoyment  of  them  j 
many  others  would  be  far  lefs  prized  and  fought 
after,  if  they  were  not,  in  fome  degree,  the  property' 
of  certain  ftates.  and  conditions  of  men.  Society  in 
|[aieral  could  not  fubfift,  if  the  enjoyhient  of  every, 

VDL.  1.  R  even 
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even  innocent  fenfuai  pleafurc,  and  all  the  means 
and  opportunities  of  it,  were  alike  free  to  every  man. 
Neither  could  human  fociety  fubfift,  if  all  the  mem- 
bers of  it  purfued  only  ihental  pleafures,  if  they  were 
only  to  exercife  themfelves  in  fdentific  attainments, 
or  in  agreeable  and  amufing  knowledge ;  and  a  great 
proportion  of  the  value  of  thefe  things  would  pre- 
fently  be  reduced  to  nothing,  if  every  man  poflefled 
them,  and  every  man  in  the  fame  degree. 

Quite  otherwife  is  the  cafe  with  virtue.  That  is, 
and  reinains,  among  all  clafles  and  conditions  of  men, 
the  fame.  It  accommodates  itfelf  to  every  rank,  to 
every  calling,  and  to  every  occupation  of  life.  It 
elevates  every  rank,  dignifies  every  calling,  and  alle- 
viates every  occupation  of  life.  It  adapts  itfdf  to 
both  high  and  how,  to  the  rich  and  the'poor,  to  the' 
learned  and  the  unlearned,  to  every  age,  to  both 
fexes,  to  all  focieties.  It  is  profitable  and  hcmoura- 
ble  to  all.  It  loofens  no  band  of  focial  life ;  but 
knits  them  all  clofer  together.  No  man  lofes  any 
thing  by  it,  if  another  be  virtuous  like^vife :  but  if 
all  were  virtuous,  all  would  profit,  infinitely  profit 
thereby.  Neither  can  virtue  be  too  prevalent,  too 
common,  have  too  much  influence  on  the  difpofitions 
.  and  conduft  of  mankind.  The  more  virtue,  the  lefs 
difcord  and  mifery :  the  more  virtue,  the  more  peace 
and  felicity ! 

Virtue  has,  fourthly,  a  pre-eminent  value,  by  the 
excellent  efFefts  it  produces  in  us ;  by  the  extraor- 
dinary influence  it  has  on  our  perfeOion  and  happi- 

nefs* 
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nefs.  It  makes  us  much  better,  much  more  ufeful 
to  our  fellow-creatures,  much  fitter  for  a  fuperior 
life,  much  more  godlike,  than  any  other  privilege  or 
advantage^  we  poffefs. 

Virtue  renders  us  much  tetter.  Riches,  honour, 
fenfual  and  intelleftual  pleafures,  may  ameliorate  oinr 
outward  condition,  procure  us  agreeable  fenfations ; 
may  fumifh  us  with  incitements,  means,  opportunity 
for  acquiring  found  knowledge,  for  the  praftice  of 
good  Works,  and  for  promoting  our  moral  improve- 
ments Virtue  is  that  which  is  performed  by  all  thefe 
•means,  the  end  and  aim  to  which  they  all  conduce  j 
it  brings  this  improvement  to  effeft,  and  makes  us 
aduallyas  perfeft  as  our  nature  allows.  Or,  what 
is  perfection  but  the  harmony  and  full  confent  of  all 
the  parts  to  one  ultimate  end  and  aim,  the  beft  ftate 
to  which  any  thing  is  capable  of  being  brought? 
And  is  not  virtue  this  ?  Does  not  the  moft  beautiful 
order  and  harmony  prevail  in  the  foul  of  the  virtu- 
ous man  ?  Are  not  all  his  inclinations  and  abilities 
direSed  to  what  is  true  and  good  ?  Is  he  not  con- 
tinually aiming  at  the  felf-fame  mark  ?  Has  he  not 
the  fame  imalterable  view  in  all  he  thinks  and  wills 
and  does? 

Virtue  makes  us  far  more  generally  ufeful  than  the 
pofleflion  of  any  other  prerogative.  Riches,  honour, 
fdence,  and  knowledge,  are  certainly  means  of  di- 
verfified  beneficence ;  means  of  becoming  ufeful  to 
our  fellpw-creatures  in  an  eminent  degree.  But 
Ho  long  as  virtue  does  not  accompany  and  guide  us 
R  a  in 
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\n  Ae  (appUcatioa  of  thefe  meaxis^  fo  long  (hall  wf 
Comparatively  perform  but  little  by  them  j  wf  ihal} 
be  ofteii  weary  of  employing  them  to  that  end  ^  fliall 
frequently  do  harm  by  them  inftead  of  good.  It  i§ 
virtue  alone  th^t  teaches  us  rightly  to  ufe  ajl  thefe 
advantages,  to  employ  them  in  the  beft  and  npblcfli 
manner.  Riches,  honour,  jart,  and  fcience,  ^e  gom-. 
monly  hurtful  without  virtue ;  are  very  often  the  food 
^d  implements  of  the  mod  deftrudive  paflionst 
But  virtue,  without  riches,  without  hc^our,  without 
art  and  fciences,  is  and  remains  dill  ufefiil ;  fUlI  perr 
forms  much  good,  much  pure  and  unalloyed  good^ 
lio w  many  ads  of  kindnefs  may  not  even  the  pooreft, 
tlie  loweft,  the  mod  unlearned  msgi,  if  he  have  but 
virtue,  perform  according  to  the  extent  of  th^  fpher^ 
in  which  he  moves,  by  advice,  by  deed,  by  confola- 
tion,  and  by  example !  Arid  how  much  more  ex-i 
tenfively,  how  muqh  more  power&Uy,  may  he  not 
operate,  if  he  be  adorned  and  embelliflied  by  thofi^ 
adv^tages,  and  ftill  retain  his  virtue ! 

Virtue  Ukewife  render^  us  moi^  happy  than  any 
thing  elfe  can  do.  Riches  and  honour  cert^dnly  pro* 
cure  us  advantage ;  fenfual  and  mental  pleafur^  af- 
ford us  agreeable  fenfations.  But  neither  the  on^ 
nor  the  other  can  we  enjoy  fo  frequently,  and  but 
feldom  in  fo  high  a  degree,  as  we  could  defir?.  Both 
the  one  and  the  other  may  become  ufelef§  and  prejur 
dicial  to  us  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree;  jnay  turn 
more  to  our  difquiet  than  to  our  joy.  Virtue  alona 
fan  never  become  burdenfome,   n?y^.  be.  ufd^fe^ 

never 
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htver  unprofitable  to  us.  It  bkflfes  u$  for  ever ; 
fokces,  comforts,  and  rejoices  us  for  ever;  cveif 
gives  us  the  beft  counfel  j  ever  guides  us  the  fureff 
way;  ever  brings  us  nearer  to  our  niark.  Wherever 
truth  and  order  are,  there  are  fefeility  and  fetis-' 
feaion;  where  pure  and  generous  love  prevails^ 
fliere  happinefs  has  fixt  her  throne.  The  man  whor 
feds  and  maintains  his  intrinfic  dignity,  can  generally 
fee  himfelf  dripped  of  all  outward  appendages,  with- 
out becoming  unhappy :  the  man  whofe  will  is  irt 
perfeft  fubordination  to  the  will  of  God,  has  and  carf 
do  what  he  will,  fmce  he  wills  and  does  nothing  but? 
^at  God  calls  him  to  will  and  to  do ! 

For  the  very  fame  reafon,  virtue  renders^  us  muclt 
fitter  for  a  better  and  a  higher  life,  than  all  other 
poffefGonsj  nay,  that  alone  can  render  us  capable  of 
it.  It  pafTes  fi^f  as  much  in  heaven  as  it  does  upott 
earth,  and  much  more.  We  are  there  as  little  liable 
to  be  deprived  of  it,  as^here :  it  is  there  the  dignity 
and  the  life  of  our  Ipirit,  as  well  as^  here.  Nay,  there 
It  i^  all  in  alt;  the  complete  compenfation  for 
all  tfte  outward  goods  and  advantages-  we  lofe  by 
deaths  the  foundation  of  all  greater  and  nobler  ac- 
tivity, of  all  fuperior  honour  and  power,  the  band  06 
Union  between  the  inhabitants^  of  the  better  world* 
R  is  that  which  all  the  wife  and  good  fubjefts  of  Gody 
in  t^  whole  of  liis  imiAeafufable  domain,  have  in* 
common  with  each  other;  whctf  indiflblubly  binds 
them  together,  and'ever  brings  them  nearer  to  him, 
iheir  Creator  and  Father. 

R3  Nay, 
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Nay,  virtue  gives  xis  a  &r  greater  refemblance  to. 
God  than  any  advantage  befide.  What  we  call 
riches,  my  dear  brethren,  is  poverty  with  Qodl  Our 
exaltatiofl  and  power  is  the  w^aknefs  aiid  imbecillity 
of  an  infant  in  his  eyes.  Our  yery  knowledge  and 
eruditiop  is,  for  the  mod  part,  error  and  obfcurity 
in  his  pure  light.  By  fuch  advantages  we  can  ac- 
quire no  likenefs  to  him,  or  only  in  an  infinitely  re- 
mote degree,  never  properly  become  like  him.  But, 
to  will  what  God  wills ;  to  love  truth  and  order,  as 
God  loves  them ;  to  wifli  well  and  tq  do  good  to  all 
mankind,  as  God  is  benevolent  and  beneficent;  to 
feek  and  find  our  fatisfafUon  in  the  beft  employment 
of  our  faculties  and  the  moft  ufefu}  a^vity^  as  God 
finds  his  therein :  by  thefe  means  we  are  ever  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  God — very  near  — are  cofati- 
nually  becoming  more  like  him,  and  ever  fitter  for 
Tiearer  communion  with  him.  And  it  is  virtue  that 
exalts  us  to  this,  and  virtue  alone. 

Who  then  can  ftill  entertaui  a  doubt,  that  of  all 
advantages  it  is  the  greateft,  the  moft  exalted,  of  all 
goods  the  beft  ^d  moft  defirable, — that  it  is  of  more 
value  than  rich^  ^d  honour,  than  elevation  and 
power,  than  all  fenf^al  yoluptuoufnefs,  than  know- 
ledge and  Icicnce-rrmorc  than  tr^fient,  quickly 
rifing  and  quickly  eyaporatipg,  devotion  —  more 
dian  health  and  life ;  virtue,  which  is  the  health  of 
the  mind,  and  the  life  of  the  fpirit  ? 

Virtue,  that  fair  progeny  of  heaven,  is  of  more 
account  with  God,  the  centre  and  fource  of  virtue, 

than 
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than  all  things  dfe  can  be.-  It  is  the  falreft  linea* 
ment  of  his  image  in  man ;  the  fole  means  whereby  . 
he  can  pleafe  him ;  the  only  advantage  which  God^ 
by  his  meflengers,  has  honoured  with  his  exprefs  and 
foverdgn  approbation ;  the  rule  by  which  he  will 
hereafter  difpenfe  his  glorious  rewards.  If  unac- 
companied by  virtue,  he  rejeds  the  moft  coftly  offer- 
ings  and  oblations,  the  moft  folemn  rites,  the  mod 
rigorous  exercifes.  With  it,  he  favourably  accepts 
every  good  wifh  of  the  heart,  every  fincere  inclina- 
tion, every  honeft  endeavour.  —  It  was  virtue  that 
exialted  an  Abraham  to  be  his  peculiar  friend :  it 
was  (he  that  affixed  the  mark  of  the  offspring  of  God 
on  all  the  wife  and  good  of  every  age  and  clime.  It 
was  fhe  that  difHnguiflied  Jefus  with  the  (lamp  of 
the  only-begotten  and  beloved  of  the  Father,  as  the 
fiiblime  exemplar  of  all  human  perfection,  rendered 
him  capable  of  the  dofeft  aiid  mod:  intimate  com- 
mimion  with  God,  his  Father,  and  exalted  him  to 
be  Lord  over  all ! 

And  canft  thou  refufe  her  thy  efteem,  thy  rever- 
ence, o  man,  o  chriftian,  who  haft  yet  any  fentiment 
of  what  is  venerable  and  excellent  ?  No ;  beware 
of  ilifling  this  fentiment  of  truth  in  thy  heart !  .  Let 
virtue  be  the  objed  of  thy  efteem  and  reverence, 
more  than  any  thing  elfe  that  lays  claim  to  thy  efteem 
and  reverence.  In  honouring  virtue,  thou  honoureft 
God.  Efteem  and  revere  her,  then,  wherever  thou 
find  her,  under  whatever  afped,  in  whatever  garb 
fefe  appears,  in  what  language  foever  fhe  fpeaks  to 

R  4  thee, 
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thee^  by  what  adicms  fotva^  fiie  flakes  herfel£ 
known!  Do  juftice  to  her,  not  only  in  general^ 
but  in  every  particular  perfon  whom  flie  animates, 
and  governs.  Virtue,  in  the  general,  is  no  mouc: 
than  an  idea,  a  reprefentation  of  our  mind :  fhe  ac« 
tually  exifts  only  in  particular  beings.  In  thefe  we 
piuft  efteem  and  revere  her.  He  that  deipifesr  any 
poor  and  low  bu^  virtuous  man^  defpiCes  virtue  Iwv 
ftli'y  and,  if  thou  defpife  virtue,  o  man !  tlwu  dct 
pifefl  aU  that  is  beautiful,  that  is  great,  that  is  vene? 
rable ;  thou  defpdfeA  God,  the  fountain  of  aH  per^ 
fedion. 

But  doft  thou  efteem  her  as  (he  deferves  ?  Oh 
then  hefitate  not  a  moment,  on  what  thou 'haft  to 
do,  which  thou  haft  to  chvife,  when  thou  art  to  de-% 
termine  between  her  and  riches^  between  her  and 
the  honour  of  men,  between  her  and  feoRial  or  ink. 
telleftual  delights^  Rather  Id^  them  all  be  loft  ta 
thee,-  than  forfeke  or  violate  her.  '  Doft  thou  ftiH 
refufe  to  facrifice  all  that  oiilitates  with  her  dii^ofi-i 
tion  and  inclinations  ?  doft  thou  ftill  make  anxious 
efforts  to  lofe  nothing  on  either  hand?  docs. every 
jrifling  lofs,  thou  fuffereft  for  her  fSike,  ftill  give  thee, 
pain  ?     Oh  then,  &y  not  that  thou  art  virtuous  F 

No  J  wilt  tho*i  be  fo.^  Be  fo  without  refanrc* 
Think  not  to  put  afunder  what  God  and  the  nature 
of  things  have  joined  in  ckde  indiflbluble  hands. 
Here  it  may  be  faid  whh  prcipricty,  AH  or  nothix^  I 
Here  no  compromife  can  be  made  \  •-**-  So  kn^  as 
Aou  endeavouxeft  to  compare  and  to  canned  vir« 

tue 
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tue  "vrfth  vice — the  two  moll  contradiftory  and  in- 
compatible things  in  nature  —  with  one  another, 
thou  art  doubly  wretched.  Thou  enjoyeft  not  the 
tiffs  of  wtue,  and  only  in  part  even  the  fleeting  and 
tranfient  pleafures  of  vice,  not  with  a  tranquil  mind, 
not  without  fecret  anguifli  and  remorfe.  Wouldfl 
thou  be  happy,  and  continue  happy,  and  be  ever 
improving  thy  happinefs?  Oh  then  decide  totally 
and  firmly  and  irrevocably  for  Virtue!  Let  her 
inform  and  animate,  thy  foul,  convert  thee  as^  it  were 
into  a  new  creature,  let  her  accompany  and  guide 
thee  in  all  times  and  in  all  places ;  be  the  moving 
fpirit  of  thy  whole  behaviour !  -  Then  wilt  thou  per- 
ceive and  experiefice  how  great,  how  unfpeakably 
grea^  her  value  is ;  what  dignity  and  ftrength  flie 
impart*  to  man,  what  ferenity  and  blifs  fhe  procures 
him  9  and  thea.  wik  thoii  feeure  to  tbyfell  tdie  pofi^ 
fion  of  b@r  for  ever  and  ever ! 
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/^  GOD !  who  art  the  creator  and  fiither  of  us 
^^  and  of  all  mankind,  how  eminently  haft  thou 
&YOured  us,  thy  children,  by  having  called  Us  to 
chriftismity !  Though  thou  haft  left  none  of  thy  ra« 
donal  creatures  entirely  deftitute  of  all  means  and 
incitements  to  become  wife  and  good  and  happy, 
leading  them  all  gradually  to  the  perfection  of  which 
diey  are  capable :  yet  haft  thou  granted  us  the  beft 
means,  the  moft  powerful  incentives  thereto,  by 
pointing  out  to  us  the  ftraiteft,  the  fureft,  the  qeareft 
way  to  perfedion.  By  thy  fon  Jefus  thou  haft  plainly 
and  authentically  difcovered  to  us  thy  will ;  in  him 
given  us  the  beft,  the  trueft  guide  and  precurfor  on 
the  path  of  ivirtue,  the  moft  exalted  pattern  for  oiu* 
imitation ;  by  him  opened  to  us  the  faireft,  the  moft 
glorious  profpe^  in  a  better  world,  in  a  fuperior, 

an 
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an  everlafting  life !  Yes,  thou  haft  amply  offared  to 
us  all,  and  doft  amply  ftill  offer  to  us  all  that  wc 
want  for  life  and  godlinefs,  all  that  can  render  us 
virtuous  and  godly  in  a  fuperior  degree.  Praife  be 
^to  thee  for  thy  kind  and  liberal  bounty,  o  merciful 
father!  Oh  that  it  might  infpirc  us  all  with  punp 
gratitude  and  joy !  Oh  that  we  could  all  think  of 
4t  wiAout  fliame  and  confiifion !  Oh  that  we  were 
all  as  wife,  as  good,  as  devout,  as  chriftians  might 
and  ought  to  be !  But  perhaps  only  few  of  us  are 
fo  !  Perhaps  chi^ftian  virtue  and  chnftian  happinefs 
are  too  rare  and  ftrange  even  among  chrifUaqiis! 
Do  thou^  alas,  have  pity  on  us,  o  gracious  father! 
Let  us  no  l(Higer  merely  bear  the  name  of  chnftians, 
but  really  be  and  conftantly  more  completely  be- 
come fo.  Enlarge  and  c^onfirm  a^mong  us  the  ^g- 
4om  of  thy  fon  Jefus,  our  lord  and  king,  by  the  &r« 
ther  and  farther  revelation  of  the  divine  energy  of  his 
dodrine  among  us.  To  that  end,  let  us  now  fo  ccm- 
vincingly  perceive  and  feel  the  true  nature  of  chnf- 
tian virtue  and  the  excellency  of  it, ,  that  we  may 
fmcerely  revere  it,  cordiallyin^ibe  it,  and  be  entirely 
ruled  and^govemed  by^it.  This  unfpeakable  bleiC- 
ing  we  alk  of  thee  as  the  votaries  and  followers  of 
Jdus,  addreffiiig  thee  farther,  in  firm  reliance  on  Ihs 
promifes,  its,  Our  father,  &c. 
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Aceording  a»  his  divine  power  hath  g^vtfB  iintcr  as  all  thingt 
that  pertain- iinto  life  aod  godlifkefii^  through  the  IdioWled^ 
of  him  that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue.  .    '  \ 


T  7IRTUE  has,  and  ever  retains,  a  certaitt  value^ 
^  be  it  as  de£edive  and  imperfed  a^  it  may,  in 
Ixrhatever  perfon  it  is  exliibited,  and  in  whiarteve^ 
maimer  it  is  difplayed.  Truth  will  ever  be  truths 
and  order  be  always  order :  and  he  that  thinfes^  and 
afts  confiftenriy  with  the  relations  in  which  he  ftandsi 
towards  Gkxi  and  bis  connexion  with  all  within  M* 
fyhere,  thinks  and  ^&s  conilftently  with  tru&  and( 
die  order  of  things ;  and  this,  in  all  times  and  places, 
muft  be  right  and  good.  Indeed^  the  princijdes  o» 
which  a  man  performs-  what  is  right  and  good,  smd 
flie  views  wherein  he  does  fo,  may  weaken  and 
obfcurc  the  value  of  thefe  aftions,  the  value  of  vir- 
tue ;  but  even  this  catnnot  wholly  deffroy  it.  The 
gold  that  is  not  yet  purified  from  its  drofs,  does  nof 
©n  that  account  ceafe  to  be  gold.  We  ftould  therefore 
be  afraid  of  incurring  the  juil  imputation,  df  an  ii^ull 
upon  virtue,  were  we  to  pronounce,  with  fome  anti- 
ent  chriftian  teachers,  all  the  virtues  of  the  heathens, 
or  fuch  as  were  not  chriflians,  to  be  fplendid  fins. 
Many  of  their  famous  exploits  may  well  have  been 

fo; 
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to  i  as^  at  prdent,  fo  many  feemingly  good -^  very 
good-~aftionfi  of  chriftians  are  in  reality  nothing 
lefs  than  good.  But,  we  are  not,  on  that  account^ 
to  condemn  than  all,  and  declare  all  the  truly  greats 
noble,  public-fpirited  adions  they  performed,  to  be 
merely  the  fruit  of  mean  felf-intereft  and  the  bafeft 
paffiong.  No  man  is  altogether  inienfible  to  truth, 
or  totally  incapable  of  thinking  and  a^ng  in  con- 
formity to  it ;  and  whoever  can  do  fo,  can  be  alio 
more  or  lefs  virtuous,  and  ad  accordingly.  The 
flxonger  and  more  prevalent  this  fenfibiUty  is,  the 
more  univerfal  and  adive  will  virtue  be.  If,  then, 
fenfibility  be  not  exclufively  the  peculiar  property 
of  any  nation,  or  of  any  man,  fo  neither  can  virtue 
be. 

But  it  is  with  chriftian  virtue  as  with  a  hundred 
other  matters.  Mankind  are  prone  to  extol  fomc 
one  thing  of  undoubted  excellence,  and  then  to  think 
they  cannot  do  better  than  to  vilify  not  only  what  is 
at  variance,  but  likewife  whatever  has  moft  refem^- 
blance  and  moft  affinity  with  it,  what  comes  the 
neareft  to  it,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  allow  it  no  va« 
lue  at  all.  So  one  virtue  is  often  extolled  at  the 
expence  of  another ;  and  fo,  in  particular,  the  chrit 
tian  virtue  at  the  expence  of  the  not-chriftian.  Bu^ 
may  not,  then,  two  things  be  good  or  excellent,  and 
yet  one  be  better  and  more  excellent  than  the  other  I 
I^eave  then  the  not-chriftian  virtue  all  the  value  it 
has ;  revere  goodnefs  of  every  kind,  and  revere  good? 
nds  wherever  you  find  it ;  do  juftice  to  every  maUt 
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whether  he  be  a  chrifKan  or  not.  Chriftian  virttic 
can  lofe  nothing  by  it ;  flic  ever  remains  what  (he 
is,  and  ever  retains  a  great  fuperiority  over  every 
other  kind  of  virtue.  Of  this  my  prefent  <yfcourfe 
fliatl  give  you  complete  convTiQion. 

We  have  akcady  inveftigated  the  value  of  feveral 
things  that  have  an  inflhence  on  human  happineis ; 
Ae  value  of  riches,  of  honour,  of  fenfual  pleafure, 
of  inteile&ual  pleafure,  of  piety,  of  fcnfibility,  and 
virtue ;  we  have  fliewn  you  that  virtue  far  excels  aH 
the  former  i  we  propofe  to-day  to  endeavour  at  con* 
vindng  you  of  the  exdellency  or  the  faperibr  value 

.  of  chriftian  virtue,  when  compared  with  all  other 
virtue,  and  thereby  to  increafe  your  revel-ence  for  if. 
Thefe  reflexions  will  convince  us  how  true  that  is 
which  the  apoftle  Peter  affirms  in  our  text:   God 

'  has  imparted  to  us  chrifUans,  by  the  knowledge  of 
Jefus  Chrifl,  or  by  the  chriftian  religion^  as  much  of 
his  divine  energy  as  we  had  need  of  for  leading  a 
prudent  and  a  godly  life.  That  is :  by  the  chrifGaa 
doctrine,  and  its  divine  influence  upon  us,  the  lead- 
ing of  fuch'a  life  is  rendered  much  eafier  to  us,  and 
we  may  advance  farthet*  in  virtue  and  piety,  than 
we  could  do  otherwife.  And  this  we  now  will  take 
upon  usorcumflantially  to  explain  and  demonftrate. 
You  know  what  it  is  we  underfland  by  virtue  in 
general.  We  mean  the  difpofition  of  our  mind, 
Uie  direction  and  adaptation  of  its  Acuities  in  ft&ch 
a  manner  as  that  we  conftantly  think,  wiU^  and  a&, 
confiftently  with  truth,  order,  and  the  will  of  God; 

the 
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the  umverfal,  predominant,  operative  inclination  to 
every  thing  that  is  true  and  right  and  good,  in  con- 
formity to  our  nature  and  our  relations,  and  to  the 
nature  and  relations  of  other  things :  the  conftant 
readinefs  to  do  or  not  to  do,  to  fuffer  or  to  bear,  tb 
be  and  to  have,  or  not  to  be  and  not  to  have,  what 
God  wills  us- to  do  or  not  to  do,  to  bear  or  fuffer,'to 
be  and  to  have,  or  not  to  be  and  not  to  have :  the 
truth  and  harmony  of  all  the  parts  of  our  inward  and 
outward  conduft  between  themfelves  and  with  the 
law  of  God.  In  this,  undoubtedly,  confifts  the  ef-  . 
fence  of  all  virtue. 

Now,  if  it  be  the  doftrines  of  chriftianity  which 
give  this  direflion  and  adaptation, to  our  mind  and 
its  faculties ;  if  it  be  the  dodrines  of  chriftiaiiity  that 
produce  in  us  thefe  predominant  difpofitions  to  truth 
and  order,  to  whatever  is  right  and  good  and  in 
every  cafe  the  beft ;  if  it  be  the  dodrines  of  chrifti- 
anity which  fo  abfoliitely  fubdue  our  inclinations  to 
the  will  of  God ;  if  it  be  gratitude  for  the  benefits 
which  God  has  conferred  upon  us  by  his  fon  Jefus, 
and  for  the  hopes  to  which  he  has  elevated  us  by 
him  ;  if  it  be  an  intimate  and  cordial  love  to  God, 
and  love  to  our  Lor4  and  Saviour,  which  impel  us  to 
fuch  a  difpofition,  and  to  fuch  a  conduct,  which  pro- 
duce in  us  fo  beautiful  a  harmony  between  all  our 
thoughts,  inclinations,  propenfities,  and  a£^ns ;  if 
it  be  the  precepts  and  the  example  of  JdTus  which 
condu£l  and  lead  us  to  it ;  if  it  be  hi^  fpirit,  his 
mind,  which  lives  and  goyems  in  us,  and  appears 

through 
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through  us :  thai  is  our  virtue  chriftian  virtue^  k 
las  arifen  in  us  by  chriftianity ;  it  is  nouriflied  and 
ibnengtheaed  in  us  by  chriflianity ;  it  is  framed  upott 
ib^  (lo£^:ri^es  and  commands  of  chriftianity ;  it  is 
nothing  eUe  but  vital  chriflianity^  put  in  zQtkm  said 
reduced  to  pradice« 

Now,  to  fuch  a  chriftian  virtue  we  afcribe  a  pre- 
eminent value ;  and  this  it  adually  pofie&s,.  whether 
we  confider  it  in  regard  to  its  fources,  or  its  rule,  or 
its  motives,  or  its  extent,  or  its  views.  In  all  thefe 
particulars  it  is  purer,  greater,  firmer,  more  aftive^ 
more  beneficial,  more  blefled,  than  it  would  bewith^ 
out  the  help  of  chriftianity ;  in  all  thefe  particulars 
it  therefore  excels  every  other  virtue  which  is  defti- 
lute  of  this  help.  Not  to  dwell  now  upon  the  fcvc* 
ral  comparHbns  necefiary  for  the  denionftraticsi  oi 
this,  we  (hall  only  examine  what  chriftian  virtue 
more  peculiarly  is,  and  then  leave  yotf  to  draw  yow: 
own  conclufions  of  its  excellency.  / 

The  fources,  then,  from  whence  it  fprings  are  the 
pureft ;  the  groimds  on  which  it  refts  the  fim^ft^ 
and  both  the-moft  adapted  to  the  nature  of  man.  1^ 
is  the  fruit  of  a  heart  altered,  ameliorated,  and,  as  it 
were,  new-fontied  by  the  do&rines  of  chriftianity: 
or,  if  it  have  taken  early  poffeffion  of  it,  ere  vice 
could  have  ftruck  root  therein,  then,  is  it  the  firasae 
and  condition  of  a  mind  thoroughly  impregnated 
with  thefe  doctrines  and  formed  upon  them-  Thek 
roots  tha-efore  lie  deep ;  take  faft  hold ;  extend 
thanfelves  through  all  the  faculties  and  all  the  con» 
it  ;  dud 
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dud  of  the  man;  ^d  interweave j  infiliuate,  ind 
idfimilate  th^ihfelves  with  his  whole  naturt.  Chrif- 
tian  virtue  is  not  an  Accidental,  tfanfient  effeft  of 
pluticular  thoughts  and  emotions,  but  the  eflfeA  zhA 
tefult  of  the  '^hoie  thinking  and  fetifitive  fyftem.  Its 
force  and  duration  is  not  dependent  on  this  or  that 
particular  idea^  but  on  an  entire  infeparable  confer 
quence  of  the  moft  important  ideas,  of  the  grandeft 
and  moft  exalted  truths.  .  It  grounds  itfelf  on  all  that 
chriflianity  tells  us  of  God,  his  attribute?,  his  provi^ 
dencc,  his  relation  towards  us,  and  particularly  of  hia 
love  and  clemency  to  weak,  finful,  guilty  cfeatui'es  5 
/oh  all  that  it  difcovers  to  us  of  our  rtatuffe,  our  ori- 
gin, our  vocation,  of  the  final  judgment  and  the  fu- 
ture retribution ;  on  all  that  it  teaches  us  concerrt- 
ing  Jefils,  coficeming  his  great  bufmefs  upon  earth, 
of  his  affiftance  afibrded  to  mankind,  of  his  holy  life 
and  beneficial  death,  of  his  c6iineftion  with  us,  o^ 
his  dotninion  over  us,  of  his  love  towards  us,  aild  of 
his  Ipirit  in  us.  If  thefe  doftrines  prefent  themfelvetf 
to  a  man,  as  undeniable  facred  truths^;  if  he  feel 
their  truth,  their  certainty,  their  importance,  feel 
how  intimately  they  are  conneded  with  his  pttfeht 
and  future  happinefs ;  if  they  ftream  their  radiant 
light  upon  his  mind,  and  operate  in  their  whole  force 
upon  his  heart ;  if  the  love  of  0od  and  of  his  fon 
Jefus  deeply  affea  him,  penetrate  him,  fill  him  with 
fincere  reiHorfefor  his  fins  and  iniquities,  excite  him 
to  gratitude,  infpire  him  with  mutual  affefUon ;  if 
he  have  Icjamtto  ufe  and  enjoy  the  profered  affiftance 
VOL,  u  s  from 
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from  on  high;  if  he  perceive  and  feel  that  his  all 
depends  on  the  fiivour  pf  God,  how  wretched  h^ 
ihould  be  suid  continue  to  b^  without  it,  how  bleff^ 
be  ia  become  by  it,  and  how  much  more  he  may  be 
and  become  j  if  he  feel  the  happinef^  of  being  a 
chrifUan,  pardoned,  abfohred  frpm  guilt  and  puniih? 
ment,  called  to  a  bleffed.  immortality,  conftantly 
ftrive  to  render  himfelf  more  capable  and  worthy  of 
this  happinefs,  to  draw  nigher  to  his  God  and  to  his 
Saviour  J -and  all  thefe  difpofitions  and  feelings  be 
predominant  in  him :  then  he  obtains,  as  it  were,  a 
new  fpirit  and  ?l  new  heart,  is  a  new  creature,— is 
yirtuous,  and  chriftianly  virtuous.  And  who  fees 
not  how  pure,  how  rich,  how  inexhaviftible,  this 
fource  of  virtue  muft  be  in  him ;  on  what  folid  foun*^ 
dations  the  edifice  of  fuch  a  virtue  refts  ?  How  dif- 
ferently muft  all  thefip  do^rines,  and  the  blefled  al- 
teration efFefted  by  them  in  his  whole  frame,  ad  on 
him ;  how  much  more  life  and  power  *to  goodnefe 
impart  to  him,  than  the  bare  reprefentation,  however 
otherwife  juft  and  true,  of  tne  fimefs  or  unfitnefs  of 
things,  of  thdr  natural  relations,  ends,  and  energies ! 
How  much  more  are  they  not  adapted  to  the  nature 
and  capacities  of  man,  of  all  manldnd  and  every  per- 
fon,  however  different  the  fize  of  their  capacity  and 
4ieir*fenfitive  pow^riJ  J 

The  ru^e  of  chriftian  virtue,  and  this  is  its  fecon4 

advantage,  the.  rule  of  chriftian  virtue  is  morefi?:ed, 

pore  fure,  more  infallible,  and  more  ufeiul  than  any 

other.    God  has,  indeed,  infcribed  all  his  laws  upon 

^  "        our 
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Our  hearts  ;  but  how  much  have  not  prejudices,  er- 
rors, the  luftsL,  and, the  paffions,  obfcured  this  hea- 
venly writing,  with  the  generality  of  men,  with  how 
many  is  it  not  thus  rendered  illegible  and  almoft 
effaced !  -—God  has  indeed  made  us  all  capable  of  a 
lively  fentiment,  a  quick  and  fafe  judgment  of  what' 
is  good  and  bad,  right  and  wrong :  but  how  feldom 
is  this  capacity  fo  unfolded  and  cultivated,  how  fel- 
dom this  judgment  fo  exercifed  and  fharpened,  as  to^ 
be  a  fafe  and  certain  guide  to  us  in  all  cafes !     How 
often,  on  the  contrary,  is  U>is  fentiment  ftifled  by  the 
multitude  of  oppolite  praftices,  cuftbms,  and  exam-i 
pies,  and  thi3  judgment  perverted  by  the  artifices  of 
felf-love !     How  often,  therefore,  muft  even  the  well* 
intentioned  man,  the  friend  of  virtue,  who  has  no 
other  gui4e  than  thefe,  be  deficient  in  neceffary  cer-' 
tainty-and  refolutionl     Sow  often,  where  hi$  path 
divides  in  two,  muft  he  be  liable  to  perplexity ! 
.    A  perplexity,  which  the  friend  of  chriffian  virtue, 
far  lefs  frequently  experiences,  which  h^  may  totally 
avoid,  if  he  adhere  firmly  to  tHe  direftions  given 
him.     His  path  is  pointed  out  before  him :  he  finds 
m  every  part  of  it  the  footfteps  of  liis  leader  and 
precurfor  Jeftis.     Here  are  the  exprefs  precepts  and 
commands  of  (^od,  his  lawgiver  and  father.     This 
is  the  way  thou  Ihalt  go ;  thou  (halt  not  turn  afide  to 
the  right  hand  or  to  the  left  !     There  is  the  example 
of  Jefus,  our  captain  and  lord.     As  he  was  difpofed, 
fo  muft  thou,  his  difcfple  and  follower,  be  difpofed  j 
as  he  walked,  fo  muft  thou  alfo  walk.     How  can  I 
s  2  ftand 
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ftand  h(?f5tating  there,  bow  fall  into  error,  how  wan» 
der  from  my  mark  ?  As  a  chriftian,  I  beKeve  in 
God,  and  believe  in  Jefus ;  I  confidently  truft  myfelf 
to  God,  my  heavenly  father,  and  to  his  fon,  my  fa- 
yiour  i^nd  lord ;  —  I  know  that  God  laves  me ;  I 
\sJiow  that  Jefus  loves  m^ ;  I  know  that  my  creator 
^d  my  redeemer  intend  nothing  but  my  happinefs, 
*— I  therefpre  do,  what  God  bids  me  to  do ;  abftain 
from  what  he  bids  me  avoid ;  endure  \x4uit  he  bids 
me  to  undergo  ;-r- follow  as  Jefus  leads,,  tread  con- 
fidently in  his  footfteps,  form  myfelf  upon  his  fpirit, 
think  and  a£t  as  he  thought  and  aded :  frequently 
^  myielf,  what  would  he  have  done,  or  not  have 
done,  in  my  circumilances  a^d  condition  ? -<^  and 
Vfhile  I  do  thus,  how  qan  I  —  I  repeat  my  interroga»» 
t|on,-r-how  can  I  ftand  hefitadng,  how  go  aftrayn 
1k)w  wander  from  my  mark  ?  My  guides  are  infid^ 
Vble  J  their  precepts  are  divine  truth.  My  path  is 
lumixK>ug ;  fh^s  i^felf  diftin£Uy  from  all  by-paths 
and  devious  ways ;  n/ever  lofes  itfelf  in  gloomy  laby- 
linths ;  lead3  ftrait  forward  to  die  mark ;  grows  ever 
foaoother  and  plainer,  th^  nearer  it  brings  me  to  itf 
•p—  With  whajt  comforteble  affurance,  then,  may  I  not 
walk  therein !  howfecurelypurfqeniy^ourie!  To 
.  what  a  ciertainty  and  firmngfs.  will  it  bring  me  in.  ibji 
practice  of  virtue ! 

The  fphiexe  of  chnftiaa  wtue  is  likewife  far  mpi^ 
wide,  its  aftivity  greater  ths^  the  fphere  and  afiiviiy 
of  any  other  virtjic^  ChrifKanity,  and  chriftianity 
alone,  teaches  us  to  con^idei:  all  things,  the  finaU  as 

well 
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W(fill  as  the  gteat,  the  feemmgly  mfignificant  as  \<rell 
as  the  mote  iitiJ>ortant,  fo  Aiuch  in  their  dependaiice 
tip6n  God ;  cotmtGts  aH  fo  clofcly  with  his  will ; 
unites  the  whole  6f  our  jyrefent  life,  with  all  its^  af- 
feirs,  its  pleafui^s,  and  its  occurrences,  fo  intitnately 
.  2tttd  indlflbhrt>Iy  widi  our  future  fuperior  life ;  calls 
vts  to  look  fo  ftedfeftly  to  God  and  to  Jefus,  that, 
*rith  the  ttwtn  who  is  totally  ammated  by  die  fpirit  of 
chfiftianity,  aH  is  virtue,--- all,  even  his  mofl  trifling 
adSons,  are  the  firufts  and  exertions  of  virtue. 
««  Whether,  therefore,'*  as  it  is  written,  **  he  dateth 
M  dfirfbeth,  dr  whatfoever  he  doth,  he  doth  all  to  the 
glory  of  God/'  *^  Whatfoever  he  dotli  in  word  or 
dteed,  he  ddtl  all  in  tlie  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
givteg  thanks  to  God  and  the  "Father  by  him/'  To 
tfee  chrifiiati  nothing  is  irt  foitte  fenfe  indifferent,  no- 
tfiing  uniihportant :  the  fpirit  which.Kves  and  governs 
m  hmi,  ennobles  all  he  thinks  and  does.  His  medita* 
tion^  on  Gorf,  hisr  joyfulnefs  in  him,  his  eager  deC'es 
Ifo  pleafe  him,  his^^  profpefts  in  futurity,  give  more' 
Mfe,  more  dignity,  more  cbnfequence,  to  every  thing 
tibat  Be£al!is  him,  and  every  thing  he  is  employed  in. 
He  confiders,  judjges,  dbes,  enjoys,  and  endures  all 
things  in  the  light  of  divine  tnitfi'-^^  all  as  a  chriftiaif. 
Every  btifinefe  of  his  calling  is  to  him  a  commiifionf 
from  God  y  eyery  infurmountable  difficulty  he  meets 
with  in  ir,  is  a  prohibition  of  God ;  every  favourable? 
drcunifbnce,  the  affiftance  and  the  bleffing;  of  God ; 
every  pleafure,  every  fuccefs,  a  benefaai<3n  of  Gbd  j 
cv^  mirfortuiie,  a  difpenfatibn  of  God  j  every  good, 

83.  every 
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every  wicked  man^  an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God. 
His  whole  life,  therefore,  is  one  continued  obedience, 
a  conftant  refignsition  to  the  divine  will,  and  a  fil^ 
reverence  to  the  good  pleafure.  of  God.  His  virtue^ 
then^  comprehends  and  embraces  all  things,  a£b  in 
all  and  by  all,  iandifies  all,  completes  all,  combines 
all  with  each  other  and  with  God ;  forfakes  hun  in 
no  place,  at  no  time,  in  no  condition  ^  and  the  fphere 
of  his  activity  is  as  large  as  the  fphere  of  his  thoughts, 
&is  foifations,  his  affairs,  his  pleafui^s,  the  combioa^ 
tions  of  his  comforts  and  his  affliftions ! 

And  no  wonder,  my  pious  hearers,  that  the  virtue 
of  the  chriftian  comprehends  fo  much,  and  operates 
fo  far.  The  incitements,  the  motives  he  zQtn  ixpon 
as  a  chriftian,  are  far  more  various  and  forcible  than 
any  others-  They  touch  his  heart  while  they  em- 
ploy his  underilanding.  They  take  pofleilion  of  his 
defires,  and  captivate  his  fenfibility,  at  the  very  time 
that  they  convince  his  reafon.  Chriftianity  is  or- 
dained for  all  mankind,  and  flill  more  for  the  man 
of  fenfibility  than  for  the  man  of  cold  abffrafted  re- 

'  fleftion.  What  the  philofopher .  calls ^  and  juftly^ 
calls,  truth,  order,  and  the  fitnefs  of  things,  is  here 
at  the  fame  time  the  command  of  God,  our  creator 
and  lawgiver ;  the  exprefs  will,  of  our  fupreme  bene- 
faftor  ;  the  precept  and  admonition  ^and  example  of 

.  a  faviour  and  redeemer  who  died  out  of  love  to  us ; 
at  is  the  only  means  of  pkafing  this  gracioi:^  God, 
of  delighting  this  generous  redeemer,  and  of  (haring 
in  his  power  and  glory ;  it  is  the  way  that  leads  to  a 

bleffed 
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bletfed  immortality,  to  the  p^  ^ffeffioii  of  the  iiiofl:  eic- 
altedprerogativefe,  to  the  ""/ruition  of  the  pureft  joysl 
in  a  better  world*  Her  ^  all  the  fpriftgs  of  adUon  iii  ^ 
man  ai«  fet  in  motior^  whateveif  ufuiilly  incites  him 
to  the  ufe  of  his  far^^llties,  and  renders  him  fteady  in 
the  exertions  of  '/hefn :  reverence,  gratitude,  love, 
refignaticMi,  jo^;^^  hope  j  defire  of  applaufe,  third 
of  jfdeafure,  of  perfeftion^  of  happmefs.  And  what 
cffefts  tnuft.  not  this  produce  in  the  human  heart! 
What  poyeer  of  habit,  of  error^  of  bad  example,  of 
fenfuality,  if^  able  to  refift  their  miited  force  ?      . 

How  Ckn  I  not  love  God,  the  God  who  loved  m^ 
fo  mucii,  fo  inexpreilibly,  as  to  ordain  Jefus  to  be  my 
faviour ;  who,  throtigh  him^  has  exalted  me  to  the 
dignity  of  being  his  fon,  and  called  me  to  fuprem^ 
felicity  ?  And  how  love  him,  this  God,  without 
keeping  all  his  Commandments,  and  conforming  my^ 
felf  entirely  to  his  will  ?  *—  How  can  I  revere  Jefus, 
the  only  begotten  of  the  father,  who  humbled  him- 
felf  fo  for  for  mankmd,  did  and  fuffered  for  them  fo 
much,  imparted  to  them  fo  much  light,  comfort, 
freedom,  hope,  and  happinefs  ^  how  fe^  hhn  dying 
on  the  crofs,  and  thereby  depriviiig  death  of  all  ter- 
rors for  me ;  how  be  enabled  to  colihefl:  myfelf  fo 
intimately  with  him ;  how  revere  him  ai  my  lord 
and  king,  without  devoting  myfelf  wholly  to  him, 
without  being  ready  to  do  and  to  fuffef ,  to  hazard 
and  to  facrifice  every  thing  for  him  who  dared  and 
iacrificed  fo  much  for  me,  who  even  laid  down  hi» 
life  for  my  fs^  ?n.»..  .Jiow  can  I  expe£l  his  laft  ad<i 
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vest  to  }u%p^«t  smcf   *^  remuneration  md  rcjofc« 
IQ  it,  wtbout  cQftftantly  wepwng  myf^lf  fpr  it  by  9 
feely  CQnduft  and  4  godly  i^ife  ?    How  tnu^pon  myT 
felf  in  fpirit  into  the  ^bode  q/^^  bfeffed,  which  h^ 
fcaa  Qpened  ^4  prep^ured  for  m^\  ^4  herf  not  think 
^  five  ^  that  higher  ftate  r^u^W  ?  —  An4  ^  I 
toveGod^iflloveJefus;  if  Ilook  .^  futurity V  if  I 
fi^d  how  much,  how  infinitely  mudi,  /  owe  to  God 
and  to  his  fon  Jefus,  how  GJeffed  I  am  ah^ady  in  the 
enjoyn^ent  of  thefe  -henefita,  and  how  mnch  more 
bleffed  I  (hall  hereafter  become  j  wh^t  duty  will  then 
be  too  hard  for  me,  what  fecrifice,  thai  ^od  may 
require  ©f  me^  too  coftly ;  what  fin  will  not  bo  hate* 
fill  ta  me;   what  opportunity  for  dopg  good,  cmdf 
for  becoming  nleftd  to  my  brethren,.  Kke  JMu&>  wfij 
not  be  right  welcome  to  me  ?    Certainly  he  who  fa 
thinks  -T-  and  fo  muft  the  chriftian  tiWnk,  who  h  a 
(hriftian  in  deed  and  in  truth  — -  can  never  be  want-»^ 
ing  in  incitements,  in  de&r^  and  ability  to  do  gciod ; 
ha&  more  and  ftroxxg^  motives  to  be  virtuous^  a^ 
conftantly  to  improve  in  virtue^  than  any  Q^er  mm 
vfhp  h^  not  the  h^pjwtfet  to  be  a  chriftian. 

And  how  much  mor^  noble  and  gra^  ar^  npt» 
billy,  the  \i^a  o|  chnftij«^  virtue!  Hfow  vmk 
fi^rior  and  mora  ex^eUent  the  m^k  at  wt^ch  H 
^& !  AU  virtue  ha&  in  view  the  promofang  of  whtt 
is  true^  whg^t  k  beautaful  and  goad;-  all  virtw  vm* 
at  or<kr,  at  perfe&ion,  at  happinefa.  -  fiut  not  u 
chriftian  virtue  doe&.  The  giieater  and  juftec  ^ 
knowledge  is  which  the  chrilUan  has  of  Go4^o£  Jeftis^ 

of 
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of  the  chi^  end  of  mw,  and  of  futurity ;  fo  much 

the  nobler  muftbe  his  fentjnxents,  fo  much  the  more 

cpmpFeheniive  h^  view^,  fo  much  the  more  exalted 

the  purpofe  h^  purfues ! — The  whole  human  race  k 

but  one  large  family  to  himy  and  that  the  family  of 

God,  hi$  hoavenly  father ;   a  fgimily  which  he  em« 

|>r^^  with  lu$  benevolence,  and  vifits  with  his  tovc ; 

and'  his  affeOionstfe  a^vity  is  circumfcribed  by  no 

f^Ue  patriotifm,  is  weakened  by  no  prejudices  of  rank 

PX  nation -^Jefus  is  to  him,  Jefus  that  is  highly  ex-> 

^te4  pver  all,  is  to  him  the  lord  and  long  of  men  ; 

truth  and  virtue  wid  fireedom  and  h2q)pinefe,  are  the 

pn^gW^d  diftift^ons  of  his  kingdom ;  and  every 

word,  every  deed,  every  facrifice,  every  fiiffcrtng 

vheip§by  the  chjriftiaa  can  bring  one  man  from  error 

^  truth,  from  vice  to  virtue,  from  bondage  into  free* 

dotn,  whereby  he  cajx  Wfcend,  confole,  or  rejoice  him, 

is  to  him  an  eiilarg^ment  and  confirmation  of  thQ 

glorious  kix^gdom  of  J^us,  an  a&ual  participation 

in  his  gr^t  work  on  earth.     To  him  this  Ii£?  is  the 

l^rctl  w  veftib^le  of  the  future,  the  prq>aradon  to 

^ :  an4  a}}  th^Jt  he  does  amd  operates  here,  and  oc« 

^^^9^  Qj^^s  IQ  do  aaad.  c&Gt  ^  all  the  harm  that  he 

^eve  prevents ;   all  the  good  he  here  peiforms ;  alt 

^e  fised  be  here  fow& ;  all  the  bloffoma  he  brings  to 

im%i  are  to' him  cau£ea  that  infinitely  extend  in  e£» 

feS».     This  it  to  him  the  feed^time,  of  which  be 

may  ei^l^  h^f^dKer  to  reap  a  har^eft  of  a  thou&nd-^ 

£eW«     What  profpefia,  my  deao:  brethren !  'what  ex- 

t^6&xtf  vhat  compvehenifive  view$  doe&  the  virtue  of 

.the 
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the  chriflhn  open  before  him  I  He  promoted  tte 
gracious  purpofes  of  God  with  regard  to  mah^  aild 
labours  in  fetlowfliip  \iritb  him^  his  heavenly  fiither^ 
£>r  the  benefit  of  his  chddren :  efpoufes  the  catife 
of  truth,  of  mtegrity,  of  freedom,  thecaufe  of  God^ 
according  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  power  r  proiecutes 
the  work  diat  jefus  b^an  on  ^arth,  and  enlarges^  the 
bcnrders  of  his  kingdom :  aflifls  mankind,  his  bre-« 
thren,  in  their  education  for  heaven ;  and  is  ufefiil 
to  them,  not  only  here^  not  only  long  after  his  deatli^ 
but  even  in  eternity.  How  much  muft  not  fuch 
profpeds  as  thefe  ennoble  all  his  virtuous  end^vburs 
and  a£Hons  I  Can  the  imagination  frame  any  loftier^ 
any  more  extenfiye  purpofes  than  thefe  ? 

And  will  they  ever  allow  him  to  be  weary  or  dit 
heartened  in  his  endeavours  to  improve  himfelf  and 
others  ?  Will  he  ever  fet  boimds  to  his  wifdom,  his 
goodnefs,  and  his  general  utility ;  ever  think  that  he 
has  done  too  much,  or  even  enough?  No;  hisf 
aim  is  perfedion,  chriftian  perfedion,  ever  greater 
refemblance  to  Jefus,  ever  progrdfive  approximation 
to  God*  Nothing  fhort  of  this  can  fatisfy  him*  The 
flandard  by  which  he  meafures  the  value  or  the 
magnitude  of  his  virtue,  is  not  the  judgmei^  of  the 
world,^  but  the  judgment  of  heaven ;  not  what  he  h 
and  does,  but  what  he  can  do,  and  what  he  may  be* 
Even  when  he  has  laboured  long  at  his  improvement^ 
has  already  made  great  advances,  already  done  much^ 
brought  much  about,  and  fuSbred  much,  he  ftill  ex-^ 
dainis,  with  the  apoftle,  "  Not  that  I  have  already 
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attained  or  am  already  perfed/'  No;  I  forget  thofe 
things  that  are  behind,  I  fcarcely  make  any  account 
of  what  I. have  already  done  and  performed,  while 
fo  much  remains  for  me  to  do;  I  prefs  forward^ 
9fter  the  h^her  degrees  of  perfection  I  have  not  yet 
attained,  after  the  prize  of  the  mark  of  righteouihers 
and  integrity  I  have  then  to  expeft  when  I  furmount 
all  things,  and  perfevere  unto  the  end. 

Yes,  this  is  thy  generous  difpofition,  this  thy  mo- 
deft  and  yet  ardent  language,  thou  beft  and  fureft 
guide  of  man,  o  chriftian  virtue !  — ^BleflSsd  be  thy 
arrival  upon  earth !  and  blefied  the.  Lord  who 
brought  thee  amongft  men,  and  laid  the  foundations 
of  thy  empire  in  their  hearts !  Gentle  is  thy  fway, 
and  obedience  to  thee  is  liberty  aiul  peace.  Thou 
giveft  ftrength  to  the  weary,  and  power  to  the  impo* 
tent.  Thou  lifteft  up  the  poor  put  of  the  mire  5 
&OU  exalteft  the  humble  and  n^eek.  Thou  bleffeft 
them  with  the  fentiment  of  their  prefent  and  jfuture 
dignity.  Thou  art  diviiiie  wifdom  to  the  unlearned 
as  well  as  to  the  learned.  Thou  giveft  rdblution  to 
the  irrefolute ;  infpireft  the  dead  with  life,  and  the 
dmid  with  the  courage  of  heroes.  The  miferable  is 
indebted  to  thee. for  his  fweeteft  comfort,  the  defpifed 
good  man  for  the  inward  repofe  of  his  fpirit,  the 
viftini  of  perfeciftion  fpr  the  rewarding  confciouihels 
of  his  integrity  and  conftancy,  the  fufferer  for  his 
^ent  perievering  courage,  and  the  dying  man  for  his 
joyful  hopes.  Thou  haft  performed,  and  ftill  daily 
performeft,.numberlefs  noble  ads,  which  never  come 

to 
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to  the  Imowledge  of  any  mortal^  which  are  fulfied  by 
no  vain  thirft  of  fame^  which  he  only  fee&  who  fees 
ik  fecret,  and  which  under  his  infpe^on  never  ceafe 
to  fpread  happinefs  and  joy  throughout  his  kingdom^ 
O  that  thy  dbmkiion  were  uraverfal,  that  every  chrif- 
tian  were  animated  by  thy  warmth,  and  that  every 
duriftian  might  make  thee  his  model  for  becoming 
what  he  is  not  yet ! 

Yes,  my  pious  hearers,  this  may  the  chriffian,  and 
diis  fhould  he  be !  The  fight  of  the  world,  the  falf 
of  the  earth,  the  inftni£ior,  the  pafttem,^  tbeimprover, 
the  helper,  the  faviour  of  the  reft  of  m^tftkkid  ;  hr 
wiier,  hx  more  virtuous,  a  fs^  more  ufelut  citizen,  ai 
&r  greater  hen^&OY  to  his  brethren,  than  the  Wifcft, 
^  befl  of  men,  who*  is  not  a  chriftisui  i  This  is  hi^ 
eal&kg,  this  hie  ele£ticm ;  and  this  ihould  be  the  aim 
of  kb  endeavours ! 

,  And  it  promi&s  him,  both  in  the  prefent  and  m 
tile  future  world,  faff  greater  happm^fs  than  to  any 
other  wife  and  ¥utuous  ma£u  Every  degree  of  virtue 
renders  us  Mceptibfe  dF  a  certain  degree  erf  happi- 
nefs ;.  wherefore  let  us,  no  nM>re  than  God,  es^lude 
amy  good  man  from*  all  felicity.  But  ctrnffiaH'  virtue 
is  llie  way  that  leads  to  thepurefl  ^md  the  fublin^ft 
Wife.— Walk  then  therein^  o  thou  that  haft  the  hap 
pinefs.  tO/  be  called  a  chriiti^ !  Thy  bufmefrihonld 
not  nterdy  be  t»  efcape  eterr^^  ruiiH  or  to  be  tranfport-^ 
ed  aftiu:  dc»th  into  a  ftat;e  not  alcogedier  wretd^adr 
W^dft  thou  be  a  chriftian  ifldeed,  and  turn  the 
^nvibgos  of  chiiftianity  to  ^y  real  advantage,  th^ 

muft 
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muft  thou  think  more  generoufly,  and  ftrive  afta: 
greater  things,  rife  fuperior  to  all  thy  brethreir  who 
are  not  chriftians ;  afpire  after  a  higher  felidty,  that 
hereafter  thou  mayeft  be,  ftill  more  than  here,  the 
leader,  the  teacher^  the  benefaftor,  the  helper,  of  thy 
lefs  perfea  and  lefs  happy  brethren ;  that  thou  mayeft 
be  ever  approaching  nearer  to  God,  ever  acquiring , 
a  greater  refemblance  to  Jefus,  and  mayft  have  ever 
more  communion  with  the  father  and  with  his  fon. 
What  a  profpeft,  my  dear  brethren  \  O  may  "it  be 
ever  prefent  to  our  minds,  to  our  cotiftant  improve- 
ment in  all  chriftian  virtue,  ever  bringing  us  nearer 
topcrfeftion! 
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SERMON  XIV. 
The  Pkajures  of  Virtue. 


/^  GOD,  the  fupreme,  uncontroulable  ruler  of 
^^  all  mankind,  of  all  worlds,  to  obey  thee  is 
pure  felicity.  The  ways  thou  commandeft  us,  as 
rational  creatures,  to  walk,  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs^ 
all  the  paths  thou  pointed  out  to  us  are  peace  and 
lead  to  happinefs^  If  thou  required  of  us  virtue 
and  obedience,  thou  required  them  of  us  becaufc 
without  them  we  cannot,be  at  red,  cannt>t  be  con- 
tented, and  could  not  enjoy  fo  many  real  fubdantial 
pleafures,  fp  many  pure  delights,  or  but  in  a  very 
inferior  degree.  Yes,  this  we  clearly  perceive  in 
the  calmed,  bed  hours  of  our  rational  life,  ^hen 
reafon  and  confcience,  nature  and  fcripture  addrefs 
us  in  plain  terms,  in  a  language  that  cannot  be  miA 
taken.  Oh  might  we  not  forget  it,  oh  might  we  then 
acknowledge  and  believe  it  when  inordinate  paflions 
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are  rifing  vithin  us,  when  temptations  and  dangc» 
and  bad  example  -befet  us,  amidft  the  tumult  €£ 
s^rorldly  affairs  and  diftrafHons !  Oh  might  vijtn^ 
even  then  be  our  companion  and  guide,  our  moni- 
tor  and  patron !  IJow  fecurely  ihen  fhould  we  not 
walk  J  How  contented  and  bleffed  not  be!  Wc 
arc  now  aflembled  before  thee,  in  filence  in  a  place 
confecrated  to  refleftions  on  the  mofl:  momentcKis 
%bjeflt8,  to  feEQiind  ourfelves  of  thofc  etemaJ  truths, 
and  to  imprint  them  deeply  on  our  minds  and  oar 
hearts.  Oh  then  do  thou  blefe  our  xefleftions  upcai 
them !  Do  thou  teach  us  to  efteem  virtue  for  wh<at , 
fee  is,  let  h^r  prefent  herfelf  to  us  in  her  captivatii^ 
form  atteaded  by  her  peculiar  fatisfaOions  and  do* 
Kghts,  that  we  may  ever  revere  and  love  her  tiio. 
in^ore,  and  more  carefully  follow  h^r  di£lat^s.  We 
make  our  prayers  to  thee  in  this  behalf  as  the  fol- 
bwers  of  thy  fon  Jrfus,  the  moft  perfeft  exemplar 
and  the  greateft  promoter  of  virtue,  addrefiicg  thee 
£uther  in  his  name :     Our  father,-  &c. 
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PROV,  in.   17. 
Her  ways  arc  ways  of  plcafantnefs,  and  afl  her  patha  arc  peace. 

/^F  all  the  miftakcn  notions  that  may  be  and 
^^.aftually  are  entertained  in  regard  to  moral 
matters,  not  one  is  more  pemidous  than  this,  that 
though  virtue  may  hope  for  joys  and  rewards  in  a 
future  world,  yet  in  the  prefent  (he  procures  but  few 
pleaAires  to  her  followers  and  friends.  Who  can 
be  ignorant  how  much  more  forcibly  we  are  aflfeSed 
by  the  prefent  than  by  the  future,  and  how  ex- 
tremely difficult  it  is  to  the  generality  of  mankind  to 
concenl  himfelf  merely  about  the  latter,  to  the  nc- 
gleft  of  the  formet  ?  To  fuffer  at  prefent,  in  order 
at  fome  time  hereafter  to  rejcHce;  to  impofe  re- 
ftraints  on  our  appetites  and  to  db  violence  to  our-- 
felves  at  prefent,  in  order  at  fome  diftant  indetermi- 
nate period,  to  live  the  more  comfortably  and  hap- 
py ;  to  facrifice  and  relinquifh  at  prefent  a  number 
of  things  that  we  love  aiid  value,  in  order  to  receive 
a  twofold  or  a  tenfold  compenfation  'hereafter ;  to 
be  fcrupuloufly  abftinent  at  prefent,  in  the  hope  of 
future  enjoyment,  and  voluntarily  to  endure  waut 
and  pain,  in  order  hereafter  to  enjoy  a  greater 
abundance  of  fatisfaclions  and  delights :  all  this  is  by 
it  no 
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no  means  pleafing  to  the  fenfual  man,  and  can  only 
work  upon  fuch  as  have  a  mind  mvigbrated.by  ha- 
bitual reflection,  whofe  reafon  has  already  in  fome 
degree  acquired  the  maftery  over  fenfe.     Need  we 
then  wonder,  if  virtue  labpurS'  under  an  evil  report 
among  fuch  numbers  of  perfons,  at  moft  exciting  in 
them  reverence,  but  not  love,  holding  as  Aey  do 
^  her  fervice  to  be  hard  and  fevere,  and  the  compli* 
ancc  with  her  commands  extremely  joylefs ;  perfuad- 
ing  themfelves  that  fhe  requires  more  facrifice  and 
renunciation  of  pleafure,.than  fhe  procures  enjoy- 
ment of  it  ?    If  they  woidd  be  enamoured  of  virtue, 
they  muft  learn  diflferently  to  regard  and  to  judge  of 
her.     To  them  ihe  muft  appear  as  the.wifeft,  the 
gentleft  fovereign,  the  trueft  friend,  the  moft  liberal 
difpenfer  of  joy  to  mankind.     And  this  in  truth  fhe 
is,  my  dear  friends ;  neither  reafon  nor  fcripture, 
neither  our  own  nor  foreign  experience  will  allow  us 
to  doubt  of  it.    The  ways-of  wifdom,  fays  o\ir  text, 
or,  which  is  jufl  the  fame  thing,  the  ways  of  virtue 
are  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  happinefs,  are 
peace.     Oh  that  I  may  be  enabled,  to  expofe  that 
pernicious  error^  and  to  convince  you  of  its  oppofite 
truth,  of  the  truth  that  virtue  and  pleafure  are  con- 
ned:ed  together  by  the  clofeft  ties !     I  intend  to  lay 
before  you  the  various  pleafures  of  a  virtuous  and 
pious  life.      I  will  firft  enumerate  and  defcribe 
them ;  and  then  make  ibme  remarks  in  order  to 
juftify  my  propofition.     Enjoyment  of  innocence ; 
fentiment.of  order  and  truth  ^  fatisfa<Elion  with  one^ 
VOL.  u  r        .  felf  i 
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fdf ;  livelier  mA  freer  intercourse  with  otljersj  mprq 
cpmfprt^b^  ^d . cofijfideut  khought§  qfi  God}  tl|e 
pleidures  pf  benefipence  apd  general  utility;  the 
blefledn^s  of  Ipve  to>^r4$  God  ^d  ip^i  the 
fsoreft  profpeds  in  futurity:  all  thefjp  ^e  ple^ures 
procured  to  w  by  virtue;  fome  of  thepi  bdng  ea- 
tirely,  and  fome  eminently  peculiar  %Q  her.  L^  w 
confider  and  apfwrepiate  them  np^rtf 

Firft  then»  Enjoyment  of  innocence.  Una  13  9 
pleafure  entirely  p»:uUar  to  virtue;  a  pleafure  w)uch 
no  ^ked  man,  however  brilliant  his  fortune,  can 
either  underfland  or  tafte.  And  how  great,  how 
pure  Is  Qot  this  pleafure !  To  be  confcious  of  no  ill 
defign,  no  inteiuionally  bad  action ;  to  be  bara0ed 
by  no  inordinate  and  fordid  paflion ;  ^  be  driven  to 
and  fro  by  no  vehement  faofual  2q)petite ;  to  be  tors 
tared  by  no  reproaches,  haunted  by  no  dre^  (if 
ctodi^  punifimient ;  to  be  deceived  oekher  by  idle 
hc^es  nor  vain  alarms ;  but  to  have  a  good,^  unful- 
Be3  cPHfciejice  befor§  God  and  man ;  tp  bear  witlya 
tts  the  evidj^ce  of  (incerity  and  rectitude ;  to  &d 
-onefelf  fr^  and  to  affert  our  liberty;  to  knov  that 
we  are  pome  out  of  darioxefs  into  light,  from  deaih  tti 
life,  that  we  are  reformed  and  renewed  after  the 
hpage  of  God,  that  we  love  and  £eek  oi^y  what  k 
good,  readily  do  our  duty,  readily  promc^e  tl^  ad-; 
vantage  of  others,  and  are  ever  fedulpus  to  be  ^ 
to  do  what  in  conformity  to  the  m\\  ctf  Qc^d  w§ 
qught  to  be  and  to  do ;  in  a  word,  to  w^lk  the  mf 
which  God  him£#  h^  pointed  out  to  us,  m^  pf 

.  ^e 
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the  rectitude  aod  happy  ifiue  whereof  we  are  afiured; 
whdt  ferenity)  what  agreeable  fenfadons^  what 
bleiled  enjoyment  of  felf  muft  not  this  procure  to  a 
mab !  What  caufe  has  he  not*  to  exult  in  his  ezif^f* 
ence,  in  his  life,  in  his  capacities  and  powers,  in  h^ 
conduct  and  his  appointment!  How  much  more 
cheerfully  and  boldly  may  he  not  purfue  his  way, 
and  enjoy  whatever  is  beautiful  and  good  that  he 
fees  and  meets  with  on  it,  than  if  he  were  forced  to 
accufe  and  to  coiidenm  himfelf ;  than  if  he  were 
under  the  harfh,,  tyrannical  dominion  of  fin  and 
vice ;  than  if,  \pth  all.  the  pomp  and  glspre  that  ftir* 
rounded  him,  he  were  a  criminal,  a  flave,  a  cr^ 
ture  fallal  from  its  dignity  and  ripe  for  puniflmient*. 
Another  pteafure  that  virtue  bellows  on  man,  is 
the  fight  and  the  fentiment  of  truth  and  order  that 
rdgn  in  his  mind,  iti  his  heart,  in  the  whole  of  his 
charafter,  in  all  the  parts  of  his  inward  and  outward 
cotiduft,  giving  a  certain  dignity  and  beauty  to  hk 
^mind  as  well  as  to  his  life,  .which  cannot  be  feea 
and  qbferved  without  complacency.  If  vice  begets 
wonfiflency  ^nd  flrife,  disfiguring  and  degracHng 
the  num :  virtue  produces  order  mki  harmony,  enr 
nobling  and  beautifying  whatever  the  niian  is  and 
does*  If  the  flave  of.  the  £Drmer  be  never  truly  ip 
agreement  with  himfelf,  but  is  difcompofed  at  ei^ 
time  by  vile  and  fordid  lufts,,  at  another  by  vmto 
ward  accidents,  at  another  by  the  paffions  of  other 
ina^,  and  at  all  times  agitated  to  and  fro^  and 
driven  from  his  aim  like  a  plaything  of  fortune :  the 
/  T  a  friend 
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friend  of  the  latter,  of  virtue,  has  a  way  of  thinking 
and  a  charader  at  all  times  ^ual;  he  has  ftated 
principles  6n  which  he  conftantly  afls,  fixt  determi- 
nate aims  which  he  fteadily  purfues,  and  thus  is 
ever  coming  nearer  his  mark,  the  mark  of  chriftian 
perfeftion.  Thoughts  and  perceptions,  defires  and 
propenfities,  words  and  works,  are  with  him  in  per- 
feft  unifon.  What  he  fpeaks  and  fays,  that  he 
thinks  and  feels :  what  he  ^does,  that  he  wills,  and 
conceives  to  be  right  and  good,  the  beft  he  can  do 
for  theoccafion.  In  every  place,  at  every  time,  in 
€very  bufinefs,  in  every  pleafure,  in  fociety  as  in  fo- 
•Utiide,  in  domeftic  as  in  civil  life,  in  the  affairs  of 
his  calling  as  in  his  religious  worihip,  he  is  ever  the 
the  fame ;  the  fame  (incere  votary  of  God  and  his 
will,  the  fame  friend  and  promoter  of  truth  and 
goodnefs,  the  fame  foe  to  all  deceit  and  impofture, 
to  all  flattery,  to  all  bafe  and  fordid  purpofes  and 
aftions,  the  fame  juft  and  equitable  judge  of  his  bre^ 
thren ;  the  fame  humble,  difcreet,  contented,  kind, 
beneficent,  generous-minded  man  and  chriftian ; 
conftantly  animated  by  love  towards.  God  and  all 
mankind,  conftantly  true  to  his  confcience  and  his 
duty,  and  conftantly  ready  to  do  and  to  fuffer, 
whatever  God  (hall  will  that  he  fhould  do  and  fuffer. 
4bnd  to  be  this  and  to  feel  this,  what  fweet  repofe, 
what  pure  delight  muft  alfo  this  procure  a  man ! 
Doubdefs  fscr  more  pleafure  than  the  fight  of  a 
beautiful,  majeftic  figure,  or  the  fentiment  of  health 
and  vigour  of  body*    - 

With 
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•  With  this  pleafure  a  third  is  iixdiflblubly  united, 
and  that  is  fatisfadion  with  himfelf.  Extremely  fel- 
dom  does  the  vicious  man  know,  and  enjoy  it. 
Rarely  is  he  altogether  that  which  he  could  wilh 
himfelf  to  be;^  feldom  hjis  he  and  does  he  that, 
whicK  he  could  wifh  himfelf  to  have  and  to  do ; 
feldom  can  he  entirely  approve  of  his  defigns  and 
undertakings ;  feldom  can  he  look  back  on  his  pafl 
conduft,  entirely  without  difquiet,  ^entirely  without 
reproach,  or  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  his  mind 
with  entire  approbation.  But  this  the  virtuous  man 
can  do,'  and  this  can  he  never  do  without  heart-felt 
pleafure.  Free  from  culpable  pride,  in  the  livelieft 
fentiment  of  his  natural  weaknefs  and  his  entire  de- 
pendence on  God,  he  can  yet  boldly  fay  to  himfelf: 
I  am  that  which  God  would  have  me  to  be;  I  do 
that  which  God  wills  that  I  fhould  do ;  I  maintain 
the  poft  that  he  has  afligned  me,  I  walk  the  way 
that  he-  has  prefcribed  me,  I  carry  on  the  work  that 
he  has  committed  to  me.  I  become  by  little  and 
little  that  which  here  oil  earth  I  fliould  become. 
My  intelledual  capacities  and  powers  unfold  thqm- 
felves  aiid  are  kept  in  exercife ;  my  inclinations  are 
turned  folely  to  good,  to  the  beft  objeds ;  the  dif- 
charge  of  my  duty  is  evei*  becoming  more  eafy  and 
agreeable  to  me }  the  temptations  to  evil  are  con- 
ftantly  lofing  their  force  upon  me ;  outward  things^ 
appearance  and  glittering  fhow  charm  and  impofe 
upon  me  conftantly  lefs;  the  revolutions,  the  viciffi- 
tudes  that  happen  in  my  outward  condition  and  all 
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around  me,  perplex,  bewilder  and  alarm  me  lefs 
from  day  to  day  y  my  mind  rifea  conftantly  more 
stbove  vifible  and  prefent  things,  and  rejoices  more 
.and  more  in  its  high  defcent  and  its  high  appobt- 
ment,  its  commutiion  with  God  and  with  the  invifible 
world.  No ;  I  am  not  retreating  from  the  per- 
feftion  to  ti^hich  I  am  called  as  a  man  and  a  chrif- 
tian;  I  am  not  lofing  fight  of  tKe  mark  of  the  prize 
that  is  fet  before  m^;  it  fliines  conftantly  brighter 
in  my  view;  and  I  perceive,  I  fee  that  I  am  con- 
ftantly advancing  towards  it.  And  how  fatisfied 
with  himfelf  and  with  his  condition  muft  this  render 
the  virtuous  man,  let  his  out\yard  circumftsuices  be 
ever  fo  mean,  and  his  fortunes  ev^r  fo  adverie! 
And  what  pleafure  is  more  pure  and  lafting,  what 
can  diffufe  a  ferener  light  over  all  the  life,  over  all^ 
the  path  of  man,  than  this  fatis&dion  vnih  him- 
fclf! 

Bui  when  a  man  is  thus  animated  and  blelTed, 
my  pbus  hearers,  he  alfo  enjoys,  fourthly,  the  plear 
fure  of  a  free  and  chearful  intercourfe  with  his  fel* 
low-creatures.  And  this  pleafure  too  doe^  virtue 
procure  him,  if  not  alone  and  exclufively,  yet  in  an 
eminent  degree.  The  virtuous  man  is  not  haunted 
by  envy  and  ill-will,  by  pride  and  varaty,  by  bafe 
ends  and  tricks,  by  fecret  reproaches  and  anxieties; 
no,  wlierever  he  goes  he  is  accompanied  by  benevo- 
lence and  loVe,  complacency  in  whatever  is  beauti-r 
ftil  and  good,  and  delight  in  all  beauty  and  good- 
nefsj  he  i$  accompanied  by  a  quiet  and  contented 

heart, 
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heart,  a  good  coufdence,  a  modeft  afiurance  in  the 
cojdpany  of  his  brethi-en.    He  corner  neither  to  per- 
ibhs  whom  he  has  injufed,  affronted,  eftranged,  or 
whom  he  iiltend^  to  hurt,  or  whofe  difpleafurq  and 
refentment  he  has  reafon  to  dread ;  nor  to  any 
agaiiifl  whom  he  nouriflies  hatred  and  animofity  in 
his  heart,  whom  he  cannot  abfokrtely  endui^e,  whoni 
he  is  iiot  ready  to  pardon,  to  fuccour,  to  benefit. 
kl  his  intercourfe  with  others  he  has  no  need  to  fear 
diigi^ce  or  reproaches;  has  no  need  to  impofe  on 
himfeif  any  troubiefome  reftraints,  tarefully  to  veil 
sUid  t6  conceal  his  thoughts  and  intendcms,  nor  to 
com-t  protefUon  and  refpeft,  now  ujider  one  maflc 
and  then  urider  another.    He  can,  without  any 
danger^  Ihew  himfeif  as  he  15,  fpeak  as  he  thinks/ 
^a  iii  coiiformity  with  his  charaftei- ;  and  the  con*" 
fcieiifiids  of  Ws  "integiity,  the  inward  fentiment  of 
hi^  dignity,  divefts  even  any  unjuft  cenfure  or  unde^* 
ferVed  iiegleft,  he  maTy  occafionally  meet  Ivith,  of  it« 
^ndpal  force.     The  lefs  claim  he  lays  to  outward 
difiinSibns,  to  particular  marks  of  honour ;  the  more 
he  prders  reality  to  appearance,  what  is  perfonal  to 
what  is  bort-owed$  tihe  effential  to  the  acdder^l : 
fe  tnuch  the  lefs  liable  Is  he  to  affronts  and  iUghts  in 
fodety ;  fo  much  fnore  calmly  and  fully  does  he  en- 
joy Sie  agreeablenrifes  of  it.     TTie  lefs  invidiouffy 
and  psutially  he  views  all  the  beautiful  and  good 
(hit  others  have  and  do :  fo  much  the  greater  fatif-^ 
fadion  and  fo  much  the  fiu-er  fatisfaftiondoes  the 
fight  of  it  procure  him;  fo  much  greater  is  con* 
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ftantly  the  preponderance  of  the  fenfations  of  jdea- 
fure  and  of  joy  over  the  fenfations  of  difpleafure 
and  of  diflatis|a£tion  in  his  heart.  He  that  has 
ever  enjoyed  this  pleafure  of  converfing  with  his 
brethren  with  freedom  and  vivacity,  muft  confefs  it 
to  be  very  great  and  defirable.  And  who  enjoys  it 
fo  pure,  fo  conq)lete,  as  the  virtuous  man  ? 

Still  greater,  ftill  fublimer  pleafures  arife,  fifthly, 
to  the  virtuous  man,  from  his  n^editations  on  God, 
and  converfe  with  him.  Boldly  and  freely  can  he 
think  on  God,  the  firft,  the  greateft,  the  moft  per- 

.  fed  being ;  in  filial  franknefs  can  he  converfe  with 
him,  as  with  his  father,  pray  to  him,  look  up  to 
him,  and  employ  himfelf  in  his  worfliip.  While 
the  wicked  man  ftrives  to  put  away  from  him  the 
thoughts  of  God,  and  to  obfcure  the  idea  of  him  in 
his  mind,  becaufe  he  muft  ever  tremble  before  the 
Almighty  and  the  Juft  One,  as  before  the  judge  of 
his  evil  adions  and  defies :  to  the  virtuous,  man 
thefe  thoughts  are  ever  welcome,  ever  quieting  and 
confoling,  and  therefore  diffufe  brightnefs  and  joy 
over  all  that  he  fees  and  hears,  th^t  he  thinks  and 

'  does.  Since  he  reveres  the  will  of  God  as  his 
fupreme  law ;  fince  he  walks  before  God  in  piety  and 
fincerity  of  heart :  fo  he  has  no  need  to  fear  eidier 
his  difpleafure  or  his  punilhment  To  him  it  is  en* 
couragement  and  recompenfe  to  have  the  Omnifcient 
and  Omniprefent  for  the  witnefs  and  judge  of  hi& 
behaviour:  and,  even  when  he  miftakes  or  fails, 
du3  idea  does  not  confound  him,  fpr  he  knows  how 

righteous, 
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righteous,  how  equitable,  how  indulgent  the  judg^ 
ment  of  the  univerfal  parent  is,  and  how  exadly  all 
his  demands  are  fuited  to  our  powers  and  circum- 
ftances.  As  fure  as  .there  is  a  God,  may  he  confi- 
dently fey  to  himfelf,  as  Jurje  as  there  is  a  God,  a 
fovereign  infpeftor  and  ruler  of  moral  creatures,  of 
mankind,  fo  certainly  may  I  affure  myfelf  of  his 
complacency  and  his  approbation;  for  he  knows  my 
heart,  he  knows  that  my  intentions  are  honeft,  that 
I  love  truth  and  virtue  above  all  things ;  that,  with 
all  my  failings  and  infirmities,  no  fin,  no  vice  has 
the  dominion  over  me ;  that  I  ftrive  more  after  in- 
telledual,  permanent  perfefHon,  than  after  any  outr 
ward  diftinftions,  and  that  I  prefer  the  benefit  of 
knowings  of  loving,  of  ob^ing  him,  my  creator 
and  father,  ^^nd  of  conftantly  approaching  nearer 
him  by  wifdom  and  virtue,  to  every  other  benefit- 
And  to  him  fincerity  is  agreeable  ;  to  him  integrity 
is  the  moft  valuable  of  all.  And  how  much  muft 
this  aflUrance  compofe  the  virtuous  man!  With 
what  courage,  what  confidence  muft  it  infpire  him 
on  occafions  where  others  tremble  and  are  difmayed ! 
with  what  blifsful  fenfations  muft  it  iiot  frequently 
repieniih  his  heart !  From  how  many  troubles  and 
cares  defend  him!  How  much  fweeten  and  en- 
hance to  'him  every  other  pleafure ! 
'  A  fixth  fource  of  pleafure  which  virtue  opens  to 
mankind,  and  which  flows  for  her  fiiends  far  more 
copioufly  than  for  any  others,  is  the  pleafure  of  be- 
neficence and  of  general  utility.  If  felf-intereft  and 
felfiftmefs  contraft  the  heart  of  the  vicious  man, 

caufing 
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caiifing  hirii  to  reckon  every  fervice  he  performs  to 
others,  as  a  burden,  and  to  regard  every  benefit  he 
t^ftows  aa  a  lofs ;  if  he  prii^e  and  love  .any  thiiig 
only  inafimich  as  it  procures  him  perfonal  advantage 
to  lenfiial  gratification :  yet  virtue  Enlarges  and^  en- 
ables the  heart  of  him  flie  animates^  renders  eafy 
fevery  fervice  he  performs  to  his  brethren,  and  cont 
Vats  every  benefit  hc^  does  thc;m  into  gain*  He 
iihderftands,  he  revues  his  appointment ;  kiiowi 
^  that  he  is  not  to  live  and  to  aft  merely  for  hiiiifelf, 
but  alio  for  others,  not  only  to  care  and  to  Work 
for  his  oi/m^  but  alfo  for  the  general  good ;  ^d 
the  liiore  good  he  does  and  promotes  in  his  ilation 
and  according  to  his  relative  fituations,  the  more  he 
can  contribute  to  the  diininUtipn  of  human  miferjr 
itiid  to  the  augmentatioh  of  humsoi  happinefs,  fo 
much  the  more  he  rejoices  in  his  defignation  and  ik 
the  abilities  and  means  that  providence  has  granted 
him  to  the  accomplifhment  of  it*  And  how  Often, 
iii  how  many  various  ways^  in  what  an  abundant 
inieafure  may  he  hot  enjoy  this  noble,  this  divine 
latisfedion!  How  much  good,  and  how  niany 
kinds  of  good  may  not  the  virtuous  p^rfon  do,  ofr 
give  occafion  to,  or  prbihote,  as  a  man,  as  a  citiz<^, 
'as  the  head  of  a  family,  as  a  fnend^  as  a  worfhippar 
of  God!  How  much  light,  how  much  life,  how 
much  cbmfort,  how  much  content,  may  he  not  dit 
fiife  around  him !  How  much  ufeful  influence  may 
he  not  have  on  others !  His  fagadty j  his  ofMnionS, 
))is  example,  his  afliftance,  his  prudence^  his  Cont- 
palfion,  his  intereft.   Ins  itidefotigaMe  i^vity  ih 
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goodtiefs :  Ivhat  may  not,  what  muft  not  thefej  me- 
diately and  immediately,  vifibly  and  inVifibly,  eflfeft 
upon  others  and  in  others,  for  the  prefent  and  for 
the  future !  What  good,  what  precious  feed^  is  he 
not  fqwing  on  all  fides,  and  who  can  reckon  up  the 
fruits,  thati  fooner  o]r  later,  grow  from  it!  And^ 
as  he  is  and  docs  all  this,  not  conftrainedly,  lior  for 
the  fake  of  appearances,  but  with  his  whole  heart, 
ih  deed  and  in  truth ;  wh^i  agreeable  ideas  aiid  fen^' 
(ktions^  what  pure,  unadulterated  pleafures  muft  it 
not  procure  him !  How  confolihg,  how  recompenf-* 
ing  the  thought,  that  he  is  afting  up  to  his  duty^ 
riudbtaining  his  poft,  that  he  has  been  of  real  benefit! 
to  human  fociety,  that  he  has  wiped  away  tears  from 
the  eyes  of  the  mourner,  has  fupported  the  feeble, 
relieved  the  indigent,  fuccoured  the  miferable,  and 
promoted  the  caufe  of  truth,  of  virtue,  of  religion, 
of  human  happinefs,  to  the  titmoft  of  his  power ! 
What  pleafure  is  more  pure,  what  have  we  more  in 
ciommdn  with  the  deity,  than  this  ? 

A  no  kfs  abundant,  indeed  an  inexhauflible 
foutce  of  pleafure,  which  ftands  open  to  the  virtuous 
lifiaft  alone,  is^  feventhly,  the  bleffednefs  arifing  from 
love  towards  God  and  man.  What  is  love  in  itfelf 
.and  iii  its  effeds,  but  joy ;  aiid  what  love  is  more 
fertile  in  true  and  hfting,  in  ever  renewing  and 
heart-fiitisfying  joy,  than  a  love  towards  God  and 
ill  mankind?  And  this  love  is  known,  and  this^ 
bleffednefs  is  enjoyed  in  all  its  purity  and  in  its  full 
CKtelit^  by  the*  virtuous  man  alone.  Never  without 
at  joy 
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joy  does  he  think  on  God,  his  father  in  heaven ; 
never  without  joy,  does  he  behold  .mankind,  his 
children  on  earth.  He  rejoices  in  being  a  creature, 
a  fubjeft,  a  child  of  the  Moft  High;  in  living  under 
his  infpeftion  and  government  j  in  haraig  commu- 
nion with  him;  in  being  guided  and  condufted  by 
him,  and  in  ha\dng  him  about  his  path  and  about 
his  bed,  the  witnefs  of  all  his  ways.  He  rejoices  in 
all  his  difpenfations  in  nature  and  in  religion,  in  all 
his  works  and  ways,  in  all  his  ordinances  and  laws; 
in  every  trace  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  diat  he 
perceives  in  himfelf  and  others,  in  heaven  and  on 
earth,  in  the  inanimate  and  the  animate  creation;  in 
every  inftance  of  bounty,  in  every  bleffing  that  falls 
to  the  let  of  himfelf  or  others ;  in  every  ray  of 
light,  in  every  fpark  of  life,  in  every  fource  of  com- 
fort and  folace,  every  means  of  improvement,  every 
advance  towards  improvement  that  he  difcovers  in 
himfelf  and  others,  near  him  and  afar  ofL  He  re- 
joices in  all  the  capacities  and  powers,  all  the 
endowments  and  aptitudes,  all  the  bodily  and  mental 
diftinflions,  all  the  beautiful  and  good,  all  the  vir- 
tues and  merits,  all  the  advantages  and  benefits  and 
pleafures,  which  he  finds  in  fuch  great  abundance 
and  variety,  among  mankind,  his  brethren;  and 
when  he  thinks  on  their  great  difpofitions  and  their 
high  defignation,  when  he  imagines  them  all  at  the 
goal  of  perfection  and  happiriefs,  and  fees  that  all  is 
right  and  good  and  unfufceptible  af  farther  correc- 
tion ;  then  his  pleafure  rifes  to  tranfport,  and  he  en- 
joys 
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joys  fomewhat  of  the  felicity  of  God,  who  furveyed 
all  that  he  had  made,  and  behold  it. was  very  good. 
And  how  bleffed  muft  not  that  man  be  who  is  ani-» 
mated  by  fuch  love  towards  God  and  man,  who 
learns  tiius  to  rejoice  in  God  and  man,  in  all  that  h 
and  all  that  will  be !      What    a  totally  different 
afped   muft    not   the  generality   of  objefts   thus 
affume  in  his  fight  I    How  much  more  lightly  and 
gayly  may  he  not  purfue  his  way,  than  the  wretch, 
who,  blinded  and  hardened  by  vice,  wanders  about, 
.  either  with  an  indifferent,  unfeeling  heart,  or  even 
with-  an   envious,  fullen,  cenforious,  murmuring, 
mifanthrdpic  temper,  among,  the  works  of  God  and 
his  nobleft  creatures  on  earth,  thinking  he  perceives 
on  all  fides  nothing  but  evil  and  defed  2^d  mifery ! 
To  all  thefe  primary  pleafures  which  virtue  en- 
fiires  to  man,  muft  be  added,  laftly,  the  chearing, 
glorious  profpefts  fhe  opens  to  his  view  in  fiitxiritj^ 
To  the  virtuous  man,  whofe^  virtue  is  founded  on 
religion  and  piety,  neither  the  nearer  nor  the  re- 
moter futurity  is  dreadful.     He  has  no  anxiety  con- 
cerning either  the  events  that  await  him  in  the  pre- 
fent  or  in  the  future  life.     They  are  all  in  the  dif^  . 
pofal  of  the  All-wife  and  All-bountiful,  in  the  dif- 
pofal  of  his  father  in  heaven,  from  whom  he  can  ex- 
peft  nothing  but  good,  from  whom  he  muft  con- 
ftantly  expeO:  the  beft.    Yes ;  with  this  the  virtuous 
man  may  continually  confole  himfelf.     As  certainly 
as  virtue  is  not  an  empty  name,  as  certainly  as  fhe  is 
a  daughter  of  heaven, -and  is  well-pleafiiig  to  him 

who 
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who  dwclleth  ia  heavca :  fo  certainly  is  flie  the  way 
to  hapinaefs  in  ^very 'condition  of  man,  in  every 
period  (^  his  life>  at  every  ftage  of  his  exiftence« 
Tes ;  as  furely  M  there  is  a  Providence  that  watches 
wd  prefides  over  all^  that  never  takes  the  bad  for 
gQod»  nor  the  good  for  bad :  fp  furely  may  I  reckon 
HpQIi  the  infpeaion,  the  patropag^,  the  guidance 
^d  direction  of  the  illmighty  a^id  fupreTnely-bpim- 
tiful,  n^y  fether  in  heaven ;  fp  certainly  may  I  be 
^flured  that  he  r^uires  of  me  npthing  imppfSbley 
lays  no  iiifupportable  affli^on  upon  me,  that  he 
will  never  abandon  or  negleft  me,  that  he  deters 
fPkines  and  decrees  concenung  me  nothing  but  good, 
wder  whatever  form  it  may  appear;  that  he  con- 
4u,&$  all  things,  the  evil  as  well  as  the  good,  forrows 
as  weU  as  joys,  to  my  real  benefit ;  that  he  will  in- 
|all2>ly  lead  me  to  the  mark,  to  the  mark  of  peifec- 
tion«  As  certainly  as  my  fpirit  is  immortal ;  as  cer;^ 
H^ly  as  another,  a  higher  life  awaits  us  after  deatii: 
^  cert^ly  (hall  I  rejoice  ^r  ever  in  my  immortality, 
Xo  certainly  fliall  I  be  happy  in  that  fuperior  life, 
and  there  proceed  from  perfedion  to  perfection;  for 
of.  this  I  feel  myfelf  capable,  thither  already  at  fMrcr 
fent  my  principal  defires  and  inclinations,  tend,  and 
the  iffu6  of  the  way  of  virtue,  on  which  I  walk,  can, 
under  the  government  of  an  all-wife  and  all-^aciqus 
Qod,  be  no  other  than  this.  And  to  know  this, 
my  dear  brethren,  to  be,  affured  of  this,  how  coca* 
pletely  mud  it  "not  diveft  futurity  of  all  its  terrcH^  \ 
What  glpriwA  profpe^  (ioes  k  ^m^  nB\  open  t9 

our 
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our  view !  And  how  n^iich  piufl  pot  (hefe  piofpe£^ 
alleyis^te  and  brighten  the  path  of  ^^  tp  n^^! 
Wfeat  pleafuf  e$  and  joys  pi^ocure  Jiim ! 
.  Yes ;  thus  it  i§,  my  pious  bearers*  The  way$  of 
virt|ie  are\Y2^ys  of  pleafantnefs ;  and  all  h^r  path^ 
are  peace.  Virtue  is  thg  pureft,  t|ie  ricU?ft  fpu^*^? 
of  pleafure  and  happinefs.  From  it  already  have  in- 
numerable perfons  drawn  life  amd  comfort  and  joy  ; 
and  ftill  daily  do  thoufands  and  thouiands  draw 
thcfe  bleffings  in  full  meafure.  Oh  be  perfuaded  of 
this,  my  dear  brethren,  and  feek  conftantly  more 
and  more  to  certify  yourfelves  of  it  by  your  own 
experience.  Venerate  and  love  virtue  with  all  your 
heart,  form  yourfelves  by  her  difl:ates,  give  an  exad 
and  willing  obedience  to  all  her  precepts :  and  then 
I  promife  you,  in  her-name  and  in  the  name  of  ^od 
who  recommends  her  tp  us,  not  indeed  riches,  not 
fuperfluity,  not  power  and  majefty,  not  grofs  carnal 
voluptuou^pefs ;  but  peace  and  contentment,  but 
pleafure,  fojid,  diverfified,  lafting  pleafure,  exceed- 
ing every  other.  This  you  may  as  furely  exped, 
as  furely  as  you  devote  to  her  your  love  and  your 
fervice.  This  you  will  enjoy  in  ^very  ftation,  in 
every  ftage  of  outward  profperity,  in  every  period 
of  life ;  and  never  will  this  pleafure  caufe  you  fatidty 
or  furfdt,  never  will  it  lofe  of  its  charms ;  never  be 
a  hindrance  to  you  in  your  duty,  never  injure  your 
fpiritual  perfeftion,  never  keep  you  back  from  at- 
taining to  the  mark  of  your  high  calling,  but  be 
ever  brining  you  nearer  to  both*    Yes  j  the  longer 

' .  .^  you 
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you  wa|k  the  way  of  virtue ;  the  more  carefully  and 
diligently  you  purfue  your  courfe  upon  it ;  fo  much 
the  more  will  you  be  able,  from  your  own  experi- 
ence and  from  complete  convidion,  to  iay,  with  the 
wife  man  in  our  text :  Her  ways  are  ways  of  j 
fentnefsy  and  all  her  paths  are  peace  I 
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Wh^  many  virtuous  Per/ons  enjoy  not  more  Tleafure^ 


jT^  GOD,  thou  haft  <:reated  us  all  for  happinefs, 
^-^  haft  rendered  us  all  fufceptible  of  it,  thou 
called:  us  all  to  the  enjoyment  of  it,  thou  haft  opened 
to  us  fources  not  lefs  abundant  than  various  in  nature 
and  in  religion ;  and  it  is  our  own  fault,  if  notwith- 
ftanding  we  are  not  happy,  if  we  enjoy  not  fatisfac- 
tion  and  pleafure,  and  often  break  out  in  complaints 
under  the  fentimeht  of  a  deficiency  in  them.  Yes, 
but  too  frequently  we  miftake  thy  parental  voice,  and 
hearken  not  to  thy  gracious  invitations.  But  too 
frequently  we  pafs  by  the  pureft  and  richeft  fources 
of  pleafure,  to  feek  it  there  where  it  is  not  to  be  found. 
But  too  often  we  embitter  to  ourfelves  thofe  fources 
by  various  failings  and  tranfgreflions,  or  entirely  ftop 
them  by  follies  and  fins.  Yes,  Lord,  thou  art  right- 
eous,  thou  haft  no  pleafure  in  our  mifery  and  in  our 
VOL.  I.  u  forrows ; 
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forrows ;  but  lookeft  down  with  parental  compla* 

cency  on  us  thy  children  when  we  piouflyand  chear- 

folly  enjoy  thy  bounties,  and  live  contented  in  the 

enjoyment  of  them.     Devout  exultation  and  inno- 

cent  and  chearfiil  enjoyment  is-the  principal  ad  of 

gratitude  thou  requireft  of  us.     Oh  that  we  all  con* 

ftantly  believed  and  acknowledged  this !     How  eafy, 

how  agreeable  to  us  would  not  then  the  way  of  duty 

and  of  virtue  be !     How  foon  would  the  moft  of  our 

complaints  be  filenced  and  converted  into  thankt 

givings  for  thy  bounties !     What  progrefs  fhould  we 

not  at  the  fame  t|me  m^e  on  the  road  of  peif  edion 

jmd  happinefs,  and  hpw  clearly  learn  to  perceive  that 

it  is  one  and  the  fame  way  that  leads  to  bpth !    Oh 

teach  us  ever  better  to  k;now  the  iriipediments  to  the 

chearfiil  enjoyment  of  ?i  yirtuous  Jife,  and  aiSft  us 

ever  more  completely  to  furmpunt  them.    J.et  our 

prefent  refleftions  on  thefe  fubjeds  b^^  bleffed  to  that 

end,  and  hearken  to  our  prayer  through  JefusChrift 

our  Lord,  in  whofe  name  we  ferfher  addrefs  t^eCi 

Jaymg;   Ouiffkther,  ^c, 
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Her  ways  are  ways  of  plealantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 

TT7E  have  lately  feen,  my  pious  hearers,  how 
^  ^  various-and  gr«it  the  pleafures  are  which 
virtue  procures  to  her  followers  and  fri^ids.  They 
^oy  the  confck)ufnels  of  their  innocence  luid  inte* 
grity ;  they  percdye  and  feel  that  truth  and  order 
prevail  in  their  foul,  and  in  the  ^^'hole  of  their  con* 
dud ;  have  caufe  to  be  fatisfied  whh  themfelves  ; 
may  converfe  frankly  and  chearfully  with  their  fellow* 
creatures ;  think  comfortably  and  confidently  on 
God  ;  enjoy  the  fatis&^ons  of  beneficence  and  ge- 
neral-ufefulnefs ;  the  felicity  of  love  towards  God 
and  man ;  and  have  the  faireft,  the  moil  glorious 
profpeds  in  fiiturity.  As  certainly  as  all  thefe  are 
pure  and  ncble  pleafures:*  fo  certainly  are  they 
grounded  in  the  very  nature  of  virtue  ;  belong  of 
right  to  every  virtuous  perfon,  as  neceffary  eflfedi 
and  confequences  of  it,  and  cannot  well  be  feparated, 
at  leaft  in  the  abftrad  from  his  charader  and  his 
condud*  However,  there  are  perfons,  who  cannot 
but  be  reckoned  virtuous,  and  yet  have  either  no 
fhare  at  all  in  thofe  pleafures,  or  only  enjoy  them  in 
a  very  inferior  degree  j  perfons  who  with  very  good 

u  2  difpofitions. 
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difpofitions,  are  neverthelefs  Inore  glodmy  than  gay, 
more  fad  than  joyful,  ajid  who  are  heard  to. complain 
and  lament  more  than  to  call  themfelves  happy.  How 
does  this  agree  with  the  pofition  we  have  maintained  ? 
Is  the  rule  liable  to  exceptions  ?  Does  virtue  grant 
only  to  fome  of  her  votaries  and  friends,  but  not  to 
all,  what  fhe  promifes  to  beftow  upon  them  ?  No, 
iny  beloved  brethren,  her  nature  and  qualities  are 
tmalterably  the  feme ;  her  energy,  her  aftivity,  is 
uniform ;  fhe  performs  what  (he  promifes,  and  is  not  . 
in  fault  for  any  deficiency  of  pleafure.  The  reafons, 
the  moft  various  and  mod  forcible  reafons  for  plea^ 
fure;  are  always,  are  indiffolubly  conneded  with  a 
virtuous  and  pious  life  j  the  richeft  fources  of  it  (land 
perpetually  open  to  the  man  who  diligently  pvrfues 
fuch  a  courfe  of  life ;  every  thing  authorizes  him, 
every  thing  invites  him  to  draw  from  thefe  fources, 
and  to  derive  from  them  felicity  and  joy.  But,  be- 
iides  that  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure,  by  fuch  limited 
creatures  as^we'are,  cannot  be  always  equally  vigors 
oiis  and  lively,  fo,  with  numbers  of  otherwife  well 
difpofed  perfons,  it  will  be  weakened  said  impeded 
4>y  many  inward  -and  outward  caufes,  which  have 
thdr  foundation,  not  in  virtue,  but  merely  in  human 
weaknefs  and  frailty.  And  oji  this,  my  pious  hear* 
crs,  let  us  at  prefent  the  more  attentively  refleft,  as 
we  are  all  fo  much  concerned  in  difcovering  the  ob* 
ftacles  to  our  pleafure,  and  in  removing  them  out  of 
our  way.  Let  us  therefore  inquire  into  the  caufes 
why  the  pleafures  of  virtue  are  not  enjoyed  by  all 

virtuous 
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tirtuoua  perfons,  tod  perhaps  only  by  the  leaft  part 
are  enjoyed  in  a  high  degree  an^  in  lull  meafure. 

Frequently  ail  infirm,  a  more  or  lefs  difordered 
ft^te  of  health  is  the  caufe  that  the  virtuous  man  does  - 
not  lead  fo  pleafant  and  chearful  a  life  as  it  might 
juftly  be  expefted  he  fhould ;  the  caufe  of  this  weakly 
and  difordered  ftate  may  moreover  lie  in  the  natural 
frame  of  the  body,  or  in  difaftrous  accidents,  or  in  a 
previous  irregularity  of  conduft.  ,  The  confequences 
(tf  which  always  weaken  the  fenfibility  to  pleafure^ 
or  difturb  and  interrupt  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Not 
unfrequently  thehce  arife  in  us  a  variety  of  involun-* 
tary  painful  of  otherwife  difagreeable  fenfations, 
which  overbalance  the  agreeable  reprefentatjons  of 
the  mind,  or  entirely  obfcure  them.  Frequently 
fuch  circmnftances  confine  the  exertion  of  our  abili* 
ties,  our  aflivity  in  goodnefs,  and  likewife  our  fatis* 
feftion  in  fuch  works  as  we  have  happily  completed^ 
in  the  relief  and  fervice  we  may  have  afforded  to 
others.  Virtue  may  indeed  alleviate  to  us  all  thefe 
troubles  and  fufferiiigs ;  fhe  can  teach  us,  inafmuch 
as  they  are  difpenfadons  of  God,  to  view  them  in  a 
tiore  agreeable  light,  fhe  cati  teach  u^  to  make  a  fa^* 
lutary  ufe  of  them ;  but  Ihe  cannot  either  entirely 
remove  or  reform  them.  Let  tWs  teach  you,  my 
pious  hearers,  the  value  of  health  in  regard  to  the 
nobIeft>  the  moft  exalted  pleafures^  of  mj^i ;  and  if 
you,  who  now  enjoy  this  benefit,  and*are  ftill  in  the  . 
flower  of  your  age^  if*  you  wifli  to  lead  a  truly  con-  '^ 
tented  and  chearful  life  in  the  fervice  of  virtue,  and 
u  3  to 
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to  experience  all  the  bleflings  fhe  beftows  :  oh  then 
let  the  prefervation  of  your  health  and  your  faculties 
be  reconunended  to  you^  not  only  as  a  duty^  but  as 
die  means  to  vivacity  of  mind  and  the  mod  diverii'* 
fied  pleafures ;  and,  be  perfuaded  that  you  can  make 
no  facrifice  to  moderation,  efpedally  in  the  ear'y  part 
of  Kfe,  for  which  you  will  not  afterwards  be  repaid  a 
himdred  fald. 

Another  caufe  why  many  perfons  do  not  at  aH,  or 
Qot  completely  enjoy  the  pleafure  that  virtue  can  and 
fliould  aflford  thent,  are  the  impreffions  not  yet  ef- 
faced, of  then:  early  education,  and  the  erroneous  ex- 
ample upon  which  they  were  formed.  He  that  has 
been  educated  and  inftruftedby  pious,  indeed,  but 
too  fevere  and  too  little  enlightened  parents  and  tu- 
tors ;  he  that,  in  the  firft  years  of  his  nurture,  had 
about  him  perfons,  honeft  indeed,  but  of  ajhy,  mif- 
truftful,  and  anxious  difpofition  ;  he  .who  perceives 
that  both  the  one  and  the  other.  Indeed,  do  nothing 
bad  and  omit  nothing  good,  yet  aft  more  from  con- 
ftraint  than  with  eafe  and  fatisfaftion,  more  fervilely 
than  frankly  and  with  chearful  eafe;  wl^o  always 
hears  mora  talk  of  facrifice  and  felf-denial,  of  croffef 
and  fufiFerfngs,  of  dereliOion  and  deftitution  for  die 
fake  of  gOodnefs  ;  to  whom  the  danger  of  finning 
and  of  falling  fhort  of  the  mark  of  perfedion,  is  re- 
peatedly magnified,  the  prefent  worid  fo  often  dif- 
played  on  its  contemptible  fide,  and  the  lot  of  the 
pious  in  it  as  generally  woeful  and  calamitous :  he 
may  indeed  learn  to  honour  virtue  and  to  hear|i:en 

to 
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to  herprecepts ;  but  feldom  will  flie  thoroughly  gain 
ius  love,  and  ftill  feldomer  will  he  experience  the 
entire  felicity  of  her  fervice.     She  will  always,  in  his 
eyes,  have  more  the  appearance  of  an  auftere  impe» 
nous  miftrefs,  than  of  a  mild  obliging  friend.     He 
will  ever  be  aftuated  more  by  fervile  than  by  filial 
fentiments;  will  often  torment  himfelf  with  ground- 
lefe  fcruples  and  doubts,  often  be  in  dread  of  imagi*- 
nary  dangers,   will  always  prefer  the  extreme  of 
meeknefs  in  his  judgments  and  his  behaviour,  and 
be  but  too  eafily  apt  to  think  himfelf  incapable  or 
unworthy  of  the  pleafure  that  virtue  offers  him,  or 
to  furrender  himfelf  too  mUch  to  the  enjoyment  of 
it.     Let  thefe  remarks  ferve  as  a  warning  to  fuch  of 
you  ae  are  parents^  preceptors,  and  tutors  !     Strive 
to  render  virtue  no  lefs  amiable  than  venerable  to 
your  cUldren)  your  fcholars  and  pupils,  fo  foon  as 
th^  are  capable  of  knowing  and  feeling  any  thing 
of  it.      Make  them  acquainted  with  her  at  once  as 
ihe  fureft  way  to  happinefs,  as  the  beft  comforter,  as 
the  only  cHfpenfer  of  joy  to  man.      Never  fpeak  to 
them  without  chearfulnefs,  without  heartfelt  compla- 
cency, of  her  requifites  and  effeds.     Praftife  her  pre- 
cepts never  but  with  readinds  and  fatisfedbn  in  their 
prefence,  and  let  them  fee  and  remark  that  you  are 
never  more  contented  and  gay,  than  when  you  have 
done  or  promoted  foihe  good*     Endeavour  at  the 
liune  time  to  give  them  right  notions  of  God,  of  the 
world,  and  oftthe  prefent  life ;  and  accuftom  them 
no  \!i^ere  to  overlook  what  is  beautiful  and  good, 

V  4  and 
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and  to  view  all  things  in  the  mild  and  benign  Kghc 
that  wifdom  and  religion  ihed  over  them.  So  will 
virtue  and  pleafure,  duty  and  joy,  ever  more  inti- 
mately be  coimeAed  in  their  ideas  and  fenfations, 
and  in  the  fequel  of  their  lives  fo  much  the  more 
furely  awaken  and  accompany  each  other. 

A  third  but  too  comnton  caufe  why  many  a  friend 
of  virtue  fo  little  kn,ows  and  fo  fparingly  enjoys  the 
pleafures  that  fhould  belong  to  him,  is  a  too  defec- 
tive, too  often  violated  virtue.  JJe  that  is  not  fully 
decided  in  favour  of  virtue,  and  has  not  entirely  de- 
voted himfelf  to  her  fervice ;  he  that  does  not  pro- 
ceed firmly  and  undifmayed  along  the  way  fhe  ihews 
him,  but  is'  (till  ever  and  anon  looking  back  with  fe-^ 
cret  pleafure  to  his  former  erroneous  cour&s,  and 
indulges  himfelf  in  them  for  a  longer  or  a  fliorter 
time ;  he  therefore  who  oftener  or  fddomer,  afts 
againft  his  confdence,  omits  or  negleds  his  duty, 
allows  himfelf  in  greater  or  fmaller  irregularities  and 
deviations,  or  falls  back  into  the  (ins  and  frailties, 
that  formerly  fwayed  him :  he  cannot  indeed  always, 
can  never  entirely,  never  in  full  meafure,  with  all  his 
other  good  qualities  and  endeavours,  enjoy  the  plea- 
fure of  virtue.  There,  is  yet  too  much  reftleffiiefs 
and  contradidion  in  his  charader  and  in  his  behavi- 
our, and  he  has  too  feldom  reafon  to  be  thoroughly 
fatisfied  with  himfelf,  with  what  he  is  and  does. 
And  virtue. does  not  lavifh  her  favours  on  unfteady 
and  fickle  friends.  She  is  jealous  of  Ij^r  rights  %  fhe 
requires  undivided  love.    The  relifh  of  her  joys  prc- 

fuppofes 
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fuppofes  fufceptibility,  and*  that,  with  fuch  a  viaffi-* 
tude  of  light  tod  darknefs,  of  zeal  and  negligence, 
is  but  very  fmall.  No,  my  dear  brethren,  would  ye 
be  thoroughly  capable  of  the  pleafures  of  virtue ; 
would  ye  have  them  to  your  portion ;  then  form 
yourfelves  entirely  after  her  mind,  follow  every  fug-» 
geftion  fhe  gives  you,  and  obferve.  all  her  precepts; 
with  unremitted  <:are  ,and  unfhaken  fidelity.  You 
muft  firft  fow  and  plant  before  you  can  reap.;  firft 
be  confirmed  in  the  love  of  goodnefs  and  be  expert 
in  the  prance  of  it,  before  you  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand all  the  l>^efits  arifing  from  it.  The  more  ac- 
quainted  and  familiar  you  are  with  virtue ;  the  lon- 
ger you  have  remained  in  her  fervice ;  the  more  you 
have  done  and  facrificed  for  her ;  the  more  worthily 
you  maintain  the  charader  of  her  votaries  and 
friends:  fo  much  the  more  furely  and  completdy 
will  fhe  caufe  you  to  relifh  ^11  the  joys  and  bleflings 
which  we  can  ever  promife  ovufelves  in  her  company 
^d  fellowfhip. 

A  fourth,  and  that  the  moft  fertile  caufe  why 
many  good  perfons  do  noj  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  vir- 
tae  in  that  degree  which  thfey  might  and  fhould,  are 
various  prejudices,  various  fialfe  or  miftaken  notions 
concerning  the  moft  important  matters.  Thefe  are, 
wrong  notions  of  God;  wrong  nodons  of  virtue; 
wrong  notions  of  pleafure ;  wrong  notions  of  the 
end  and  aim  of  the  prefent  life ;  wrong  notions  of 
the  fpirit  and  defigns  of  chriftianity.  Let  us  more 
nearly  infpe£t  thefe  various  impediments  to  alert  and 

chearful 
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clieariul  virtue^  in  order  that  we  maybe  abletoavcad 
thetn« 

The  firft  that  prefent  themfelves,  then,  ar^  unjud 
or  falfe  notions  of  God  which  weaken  the  enjoyment 
df  the  pleafures  of  virtue  with  numbers  of  perfons# 
God  requires  of  Us  virtue,  and  he  is  the  author  of 
all  our  happinefs«  How  much  then  mufi:  depend  on 
the  fdeas  we  form  of  him !  And  how  gloomy,  how 
much  more  adapted  to  excite  apprehenfion  and  ter« 
tor  thati  love  and  ccmfidence  are.thde  reprefentations 
of  God  with  many  otherwife  fenfible  perfons !  But 
too  often  they  think  of  God  merely  as  the  Eternal, 
the  Infinite,  the  Almighty,  the  Supreme,  the  perfed- 
ly  Holy  Being ;  feel  in  all  its  extent  the  immenfe 
diftance  that  is  between  him  and  them ;  fink,  as  it 
were,  under  the  preffure_of  this  fentiment ;  and  withal 
forget  that  he  is  at  the  fame  time,  the  All-wife,  the 
All-good,  the  Supremely  gracious  and  merciful,  that 
he  is  love  itfelf.  But  too  often  they  reprefent  him 
to  themfelves  as  an  auflere  mafter,  as  an  inexorable 
judge,  ever  iliclihed  to  punifli  aad  to  revenge  not 
only  every  fm  and  every  cqme,  but  evepy  frailty  and 
every  infirmity ;  and  are  far  too  much  affrighted  at 
his  ftria  juiHce,  which-  is  however  nothing  elfe  but 
wife  kindnefs,  to  be  able  to  repofe  and  rejoice  in  the 
confcioufhefs  of  a  defeflive  virtue  and  an  imperfe^ 
obedience,  which  yet  all  human  virtue  and  aU  hu^ 
man  obedience  is.  But  too  often  they  imagine  that 
God  iffues  his  xx)mmands  to  mankind  more  as  a 
proof  of  hfe  fovercign  authority  over  theiq,  than  for 

the 
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the  advancement  of  their  happinefs  ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore that  they  fo  feldom  comply  with  them  in  a  chear- 
ful  mai;mer,  and  are  fo  feldom  happy  in  the  obferv- 
ance  of  them*  Be  upon  your  guard  againft  thefe 
erroneous  reprefentations,  if  you  would  obey  God 
with  delight,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  if  you 
would  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  virtue.  Learn  to  know 
and  to  revere  God  as  a  fovereign  who  prefcribes  laws 
to  his  fubjeds  merely  for  their  own  good,  and  ex- 
a^Iy  proportions  his  demands  to  their  drcumftan- 
ces  and  abilities.  Learn  to  think  of  him  as  an  in- 
fpeflfor  and  judge,  who  requires  only  fincerity  and 
reditude,  but  not  faultlefs  perfedion;  and  whofe 
infpedion  and  judgment  is  not  terrible  but  comfort- 
able, to  the  honeft  and  fincere,  though  they  have  a 
lively  fentiment  of  frailties  and  defeds.  Learn  to 
know  and  to  love  him  as  the  Father,  the  kind,  the 
gracious,  the  indulgent  father  of  mankind,  who  in- 
tends the  welfare  of  all  his  children  on  earth,  who 
has  defigned  them  all,  not  for  forrow,  but  for  joy, 
not  for  mifery,  but  for  happinefs,  by  all  his  com-* 
mands  intends  merely  to  guide  them  to  that  mark, 
and  with  paternal  complacency  looks  down  upon 
them  when  they  enjoy  fatisfiadion  and  pleafure  on 
the  path  of  duty  and  of  virtue. 

Not  lefs  detrimental  to  the  chearfiil  enjoyment  of 
th?  pleafures  of  virtue  are,  fecondly,  the  unjuft,  the 
falfe  ideas  that  are  formed  of  virtue  itfelf.  What  is 
it  elfe,  in  the  fight  and  in  the  judgment  of  numbers 
of  p^rfons,  but  another  name  for  fevere  abftinence, 

an 
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an  abftincnce  from  the  moft  innocent  pleafures  and 
accommodations  of  life ;  for  perpetual  renmiciation 
of  all  that  we  prize  and  love,  that  is  valuable  and 
dear  to  us,  ^n  abjuration  of  our  moft  natural  in* 
ftinds,  appetites,  and  defires  ?     What  is  it  in  their 
eyes  but  a  grievous  conftraint  to  be  impofed  on  them  j 
an  anxious  folicitude  about  every  ftep  and  motion^ 
a  folenfii  pondering  of  every  word  and  aSion ;   a 
continual  ftruggle  and  conflift  with  onefelf  and  with 
outward  things  ?     How  can  we  thus  be, enamoured 
<rf  virtue  ?     How  can  there  be  any  pleafure  in  follow- 
ing her  precepts  pretendedly  fo  auftfere  ?     But  how 
folfe  is  not  this  reprefentation !      How  much  is  not 
virtue  disfigured  and  diflionoured  by  it !     No;  fhe 
is  nothing  left  than  fuch  a  fpeQre,  than  fuch  a  tyran-    ^ 
nical  miftrefs,  than  fuch  a  cruel  difturber,     DovbU^j/r 
lefs  fhe  demands  abftinence  of  us,  but  only  front 
hurtful,  vile,  difgraceful  things  and  aftions ;  and,  if 
ihe  demand  temperance  of  us  on  one  fide,  on  the 
other  fide  (he  teaches  us  enjoyment,  thfe  grateful, 
chearful  enjoyment  of  all  the  beautiful  and  good  that 
God  has  beftowed  on  us  and  others,  and  witft  which 
.he  has  replenifhed  the  world*     If  fhe  prescribe  to  u* 
felf-denij^l,  it  is  not  that  we  fhcmld^do  violence  to 
our  natural  impulfes  and  jSllinations,  but  only  re* 
nounce  whatever  is  at^'^ariance  with  our  natlare  and  . 
our  happinel^ij^hat  debafes  and  deftroys  the  former, 
and  weakens  and  difhirbs  the  latter*     If  fhe  at  times 
lays  us  under  reftraint,  in  this  or  the  other  particular^ 
it  is  only  in  the  view  to  help  us  to  the  poffeffion  and 
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eiyoyihent  of  true  liberty,  or  to  preferve  us  in  it.  If 
flie  rouzes  us  to  vigilance  and"  caution,  it  is  not  to 
infpire  us  with  anxious  and  fervile  fear,  but  to  pro- 
mote our  fafety  and  rcpofe*  If  we  are  forced  at 
times  to  fight  hi  her  fervice  and  to  take  up  arms 
againft  ourfelves,  it  is  but  rarely  that  we  have  occa- 
fion  to  refill,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  even  to  blood  j  and 
(his  warfare  is_for  the  moft  part  only  hard  to  begin- 
ners in  the  lifts  of  virtue,  but  not  to  him  who  has 
learnt  to  rule  hinifelf  and  to  overcome  the  World, 
and  to  this  conflift  fucceeds,  fooner  or  later,  conqueB^ 
and  the  peaceful  blefled  enjo;yment  of  viftory.  No, 
my  pious  hearers,  form  not  fuch  miftaken  notions  of 
virtue,  take  her  for  what  (he  really  is,  if  you  would 
tafte  and  enjoy  her  plfeafures.     Virtue  is  pure  truth 

^l^d  order,  freedom  and  ftrength  of  mind  j  repofe 
and  contentednefs  of  heart.  Virtue  is  the  predomi- 
nant love  for  all  that  is  true  and  beautiful  and  right 
and  good,  with  the  continual  readinefs  and  endfea- 
vours  to  do  and  to  promote  whatever  is  conformable 
thereto,  and  this  muft  furely  be  much  eafier  than  its 
oppofite,  much  more  natural  and  agreeable  to  the 
uncomipted  mind  of  man,  or  the  man  improved  by 
religion.  , ,       . 

A  third  clafs  of  faMe  or  only  half-true  ideas,  that  ; 
difturb  mankind  in  the  chearful  enjoyment  of  the 
pleafure  of  virtue  concern  the  pleafure  itfelf ,  its  real 
quality  and  its  moral  worth.     Either  a  .man  expeds 
from  virtue  plaafut^  wliich  fhe  dbes  not  promife^ 

*     and  which  ihe  cannot  difpenfe  >  or  he  does  not  fuffi- 
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ciently  underftand  and  value  thofe  which  are  proper 
to  her ;  or  he  is  prepoffeffed  againfl  pleafure  in  ge- 
neral* One  while  he  expedks  virtue  to  yield  him 
nothing  but  very  fenfible,  lively,  extatic  pleafures  j 
a  ftate  in  which  one  agreeable,  blifsful  feniatibn 
prefles  upon  the  other,  and  the  heart  finks  as  it  were 
under  a  fucceflion  of  rapturous  tranfports ;  and  if 
this  does  not  enfue,  as,  from  the  limitation  of  our 
nature  and  our  dependence  on  numberlefs  outward 
things,  it  is  impoflible  it  fhould,  he  finds  himfelf  de« 
ceived,  and  miftaken  in  believing  that  there  are 
.pleafures  in  a  virtuous  and  pious  conduQ.  Oi^ 
while  a  man  is  too  much  habituated  to  the  pleafure 
of  fenfe,  afcribes  to  them  a  too  great,  an  exclufive 
worth,  has  not  yet  a  fufEcient  relifh  for  fpiritual, 
moral  pleafures,  for  the  pleafures  oif  VefledHon,  of 
devotion,  of  filent  felf-examination,  which  yet  are  die 
pureft  and  fublimeft  of  all :  2Und  forafinuch  as  virtue 
encourages  and  promotes, thefe  far  more  than  thp 
former,  is  concerned  far  more  for  the  perfeftion  of 
our  fpirit  than  for  the  gratification  of  oiur  fenfes ;  fo 
he  fails  of  enjoying  in  her  fervicc  that  fatisfaftion, 
which  he  had  promifed  himfelf  from  it.  .  Sometimes, 
in  (hort,  a  man  looks  upon  pleafure  in  general  as  a 
dangerous  matter,  as  not  properly  compatible  with 
the  gravity  of  a  philofbpher,  of  a  virtuous  man,  of  t 
chriflian,  and  therefore  looks  with  a  fufpicious  .eye 
pn  whatever  prefents  itielf  to  us  under  that  name 
and  in  that  fhape.  Be  upon  your  guard,  my  pious 
hearers,  againfl  thefe  £dfe  opinions,  if  you  would  be 
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as  haj^y  as  you  may  be  by  means  of  virtue.     Ex- 
pefl:  from  it  no  pleafures,  no  joys,  no  happinefs  that 
is  incompatible  vnth  our  prefent  condition,  of  which 
we,'  at  prefent  ar^  not  capabfe.     Learn  to  prefer 
filent  tranquillity  and  inward  content  to  every  amufe- 
ment  and  diverlion  however  fafcinating*     Puiify, 
ennoble  your  taftej  be  conflantly  elevating  yomv 
felves  more  -and  more  above  whatever  only  charms 
and  exhilarates  merely  fenfual  men ;   give  fcope  to 
your  feelings  of.  the  dignity  and  the  high  appoint- 
ment of  your  ij)irit,  and  ftudy  ever  more  and  more 
highly  to  prize  whatever  promotes  its  perfedion  and 
commitment.     At  the  fame  time  contenm  no  plea*  - 
fure  if  k  be  iiuiocent,  if  it  be  not  hurtful  to  your- 
lelf  or  others ;  rather  enjoy  it  with  a  gladfome  mind} 
and  be  aflTured,  that  the  chearful  and  moderate  en* 
joymenjt  of  it  difhonpurs  no  creature  that  God  hat 
deiigned  foif  happinefs;   that  feiioufnefs  and  joy 
may /Well  f^bfiil  together,  and  that  ev^  wifibm 
and  vittue  are  no  fmall  gainers  by  this  coimec- 
ticm. 

Wrong  notions  of  the  deftination  of  the  prefent 
lifecompofe  a  fourth  clafs  of  prejudices  that  hinder 
or  difturb  many  well^iifpofed  perfons  in  the  com* 
plete  enjoyment  of  the  pleafure  that  virtue  might 
procure  them.  Whoever  reprefents  to  himfelf  this 
earth,  a  cafe  by  no  means  imfrequent,  as  in  fome 
^rt  a  place  of  banifhment^  as  a  joylefs  vale  of  tears, 
9S  the  peculiar  rifidence  of  jifiliftion  and  mifery ; 

whoever 
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whoever  thinks  this  life  to  be  a  place  of  fuch  exer- 
dfe  and  preparation  as  is  merdy  exercife  and  prepa» 
ration,  to  the  exclufionof  all  real  enjoyment,  juft 
keeping*  us  up  with  the  hopes  of  the  future,  and 
fitting  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  it ;   whoever  per- 
fuades  himfelf,  that  here  not  onjy-  our.  principal  or 
our  entire  happinefs,  but  that  no  real  happinefe  at  all 
is  to  be  looked  for  or  to  be  found :   he  will  indeed 
be  conftantly  more  difpofed  to  view  all  things  on  their 
gloomy  fide,  to  fix  his  attention  more  on  the  evil 
than  on  the  good,  and  ever  to  feel  the  former  more 
fenfibly  than  the  latter,  becaufe  he  is  conftandy 
cxpefting  that,  and  holds  this,  if  not  for  impoffiblc, 
at  leaft  to  be  extremely  rare.     How  can  then  his 
heart  ftand  open  to  the  pleafures  which  virtue  offers 
him,  how  can  it  thoroughly  feel  their  value,  and 
calmly  refign  itfelf  to  the  enjoyment  of  them  f    No ; 
form  toyourfelves  jufter  notions  of  what  man  is  and 
is  defigned  to  be.     Already  here  he  is  in  a  province 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  is  adorned  with  a 
thoufand  beauties  and  benefits,  all  inviting  him  to 
enjoyment.     Already  here  he  ought  to  reap  a  part 
of  the  fruits  of  his  labour,  already  here  enjoy  true 
happinefs,  though  the  full  harveft,  the  higher  and 
highefl  happinefs,  does  not  await  him  till  after  dws 
life.     Already  this  inferior  flage  of  his :  exiftence 
confifts  of  ends  as  well  as  means  conducing  to  ul- 
timate ends  of  a  fuperior  order;  he  is  here,  not 
hierely  and  alcme  for  the  fake  of  the  future,  but  alfo 
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for  the  iake  of  the  prefent;  and  godlin^s,  religious 
Virtile,  has  as  well  the  promifes  of  the  prefent^s  of 
the  future  life, 

Laftly,  the  chearfiil  enjoyment  of  the  pleafares  of 
Virtue  are  by  no  means  more  at  variance  with  the 
ipirit  and  the  defigns  of  chriftianity.  On  this  head 
Vfc  too  often  confound  times  and  circumftari^es,  ap-^i 
plying  that  to  all  chriflians  which  was  only  meant  of 
fome,  and  principally  of  the  fitft  confeffors  of  Jefusi 
'iTius,  when  the  way  of  chriftian  virtue  is  reprefented 
In  the  gofpel  to  be  narrow  and  toilfome  J  when  the 
^ciples  of  the  Lord  are  required  to  take  up  their , 
crofs  and  to  follow  him  in  fufferings  ;  ^hen  it  is  faid^  ^ 
that  the  pious  muft  through  much  tribulation  entef 
into  the  kingdom  of  Ood }  when  we  find  it  written  i 
he  that  would  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus  muft  fuffet 
J>erfecutioii :  it  is  but  too  common  to  conclude  front 
thenee,  that  triie  ehriftians  fliould  in  a  manner  re^ 
tiounce  all  pleafure,  that  they  fliould  be  more  liable 
'  to  calamities  and  troubles  than  other  men,  arid  fliould 
make  up  their  ijfiinds  to  pafs  their  lives  in  afiKftiona 
land  forf  owsi  But  true  as  this  was  in  regard  to  very 
hiany  of  the  firft  difeiples  and  followers  of  Jefus,  yet 
it  can  never  be  applied  to  more  peaceful  times,  like 
ourg,  and  neither  are  the  fpirit  and  the  views  of  chrif* 
tianity  attended  by  thefe  confequences;  No;  tf 
chriflianity  require  a  greater  and  purer  virtue  of  us 
than  6f  other  men,  it  alfo  promifes  and  procures  us 
greater  arid  purer  joys.  If  at  times  it  defnarid  of  us 
the  facrifice  of  fbriie  outward  advantage,  it  coti^ert- 
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fates  this  lofe  by  the  gain  of  far  nobler  goods.  Be- 
fides,  the  whole  of  it  is  defigned  and  adapted  to  en- 
courage mankind  and  not  to  dejeft  them,  to  infpire 
them  with  courage  and  confidence,  not  with  fear  and 
alarm,  to  calm,  not  to  ruffle  their  mind,'  to  open  to 
them  new  fources  of  pleafure,  and  to  purify  and  ren- 
der more  abundant  thofe  that  they  already  have.  Caft 
not  away  your  confidence ;  enjoy  with  thankfgiving 
and  affurfince  all  things ;  be  ever  chearful ;  be  of 
good  cheer  even  in  tribulations ;  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
and  again  I  fay,  rejoice ;  the  kingdom  of  God  con- 
fiils  not  in  meats  and  drinks,  but  in  righteoufnefs, 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  holy .  ghoft :  this  is  the  lan- 
guage, this  is  the  fpirit  of  chriilianity,  and  it  is  our 
own  fault  if  we  miftake  it,  and  then  complain  of  the 
want  of  fatisfa£Uon  and  pleafure. 

And  thefe,  my  pious  hearers,  are  the  principal 
caufes  that  the  pleafures  of  virtue  are  not  enjoyed  by 
all  virtuous  perfons,  and  perhaps  only  by  the  leaft 
part  in  a  high  degree  and  in  full  meafure.  Virtue 
is  therefore  perfectly  innocent  of  this  defeO:.  She  is 
and  remains  the  moft  bountiful  difpenfer  of  joy  to 
nian ;  but  fhe  forces  not  her  bleffings  upon  him. 
She  offers  them  to  him ;  fhe  invites  him  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  them ;  but  he  muft  not  miflake  them,  muft 
not  ihut  his  heart  againfl  their  influence,  muft  hot 
render  himfelf  incapable  of  enjoying  them  by  an  er- 
roneous behaviour  or  prejudice.  And  furely,  thefe 
pleafures  of  virtue  highly  deferve  that  we  fliould 
look  after  them,  that  we  ihould  take  pains  in  order 
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to  have  them,  that  we  fliould  be  ever  making  our- 
felves  more  fiifceptible  of  them,  that  we  Ihould  care- 
fully obviate  every  thing  that  may  rend  them  from 
US5  that  may  weaken  them,  that  may  render  then! 
lets  delicious  to  us :  and  the  more  diligent  we  are  in 
all  tiiefe  refpefts ;  fo  much  the  more  furely  will  out 
expe&ations  be  fulfilled,  fo  much  the  more  experi- 
ences and  fo  much  the  more  ble^ed  experiences  fhall 
^e  have  of  the  truth  of  our  text :  The  ways  of  vir- 
tue are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  aad  all  her  paths  are 
peace. 


%  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


§E|tMON  XVL 

The  Vafuf  of  Religign  in  Oe^er^l. 


/^  GOD,  the  creator  and  father  of  mankind,  never 
^^^  ought  we  to  affemble^in  thy  worlhip,  never 
lift  up  our  eyes  and  our  hearts  to  thee,  without 
feeling  the  value  of  the  happinefe,  the  ineftimable 
happinefs  with  which  thou  haft  favoured  us  as  think- 
ing, rational,  moral  creatures  capable  of  communion 
with  thee !  Yes,  that  we  can  raife  our  minds  to 
thee,  the  firft,  the  greateft,  the  moft  perfefl:  of  all 
beings;  can  know  thee,  know  thee  as  our  creator 
and  father;  that  we  can  love  thee,  rejoice  in  thee, 
entirely  repofe.  on  thee,  refign  ourfelves  entirely  to 
thee,  truft  firmly  in  thee,  continually  expeft  the 
beft  from  thee,  -and  can  do  all  this  as  chrifUans  with 
confidence  and  fatisfaftion :  what  felicity,  what  blifs ! 
How  it  dignifies  our  nature !  What  profpeSs  does 
it  not  open  to  us  in  the  remoteft  futurity!    Ah, 

what 
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what  darknefs  Ivould  not  ffirfound  us,  what  doubts^ 
what  terrors  would  not  haunt  us  in  life  and  in  death, 
if  we  were  obliged  to  feek  after  thee  with  anxious 
uncertainty  and  yet  not  be  able  to  find  thee ;  if  the 
light  of  true  religion  did  not  enlighten  ms  and  guide 
us  on  the  way  to  happinefs !  And  how  confidently 
may  we  not  now  purfue  our  path  of  life !  Hpw 
chearful  and  contented  travel  onwards !  How  undif- 
mayed  behold  its  end  approaching !  Yes,  this  is  life 
eternal,  eternal  happinefs,  that  we  know  thee,  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrifl  whom  thou  haft 
fent !  Eternally  praifed  be  thy  bounty,  o  mercifu! 
God,  for  having  brought  us  to  this  knowledge,  that 
thou  haft  fo  glorioufly  revealed  thyfelf  to  us  by  ali 
tfty  works,  by  thy  fon  Jefiis,  <bat  fhrough  him  art 
come  fo  near,  art  fo  vifiWe  to  us !  Oh  that  we  might 
ftcver  miftak^  the.  value  of  thefe  benefits ;  conftantly 
feel  them  and  conftantly  make  the  bdl  ufe  of  dianr! 
How  wife,  how  virtuous,  how  happy  ihould  we  then" 
be !  How  rapidly,  how  fecurely  proceed  from  per-- 
feOion  to  perfeftfon;  ah  th^^oire  deign:  to  add 
grace  to  grace,  benefadion  to  bendfisiSion.  Let  the 
gift  thou  hd&  fiivoured  us  with  by  religion^  be  ever 
more  important,  ever  more  falutary.  Let  m  ever 
more  experience  its  power  to  our  improvemeAt  and 
:tranquillity  and  ever  become  capable  and  psiftaken 
of  greater  felicity.  In  this  behalf  blefs^the  njedifat 
tions  we  are  now  to  begin  upon  it.  Let  the  dif- 
courfe  of  thy  fervant  find  admiffion  iilto  the  hearts 
of  the  hearers,  and  make  deep  aiid*  lafting  imprefr 

X  3        N  fions 
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fions  on  them.  We'alk  it  as  the  followers  of  thy 
£>n  Jefus,  and  addrefs  thee  farther. in  his  namei 
Pur  father^  &Cf 


JOHN  3CVU.   3. 


This  is  life  eternal»  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  tnie 
God,  and  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  thou  haft  fent. 


Ti  ELIGION,-^!  fpeak  of  true  religion,  found- 
•^^  edon  reafon  and  revelation,  ^ — religion  is  very 
diflfercntly  judged  of  by  diflFereut  perfons.  One  man 
deems  it  of  little  or  no  value,  ^d  another  efleems  it 
beyond  all  price.  The  former  holds  it  to  be  a  trquble-r 
fome  and  fixutlefs  employment  of  the  mind  5  while 
the  other  maintains  it  to  be  the  moft  important,  the 
mod  bleffed  occupation  of  the  heart  and  Ufe.  To  die 
former,  it  is  a  heavy  ai^d  oppreflivp  yoKe,  which  he 
endeavours  by  all  mea^^  to  fhake  off,  a  grievous  re- 
itraint  upon  his  free^lpm  and  inclinations,  a  common 
difturber,  whpm  he  keeps  away  from  as  far  as  he  can } 
to  the  latter  it  |s  a  gentle  monitor,  a  beneficent  ge- 
nerous friend  and  qoipforter,  the  moft  fertile  fource 
of  ladsftaion  and  joy.  ^  The  former,  therefore,  med? 
jdles  but  feldom  with  it,  confines  it  to  certain  tknes 
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and  places,  and  finds  neither  comfort  nor  benefit  in 
it ;  the iatternever  lofes  it  out  of  his  fight,  makes 
it  liis  conftant  companion  and  guide  along  the  path 
of  life,  and  is  continually  receiving  confolation,  plea- 
fore  and  affiftance  from  it. 

And  we^  my  dear  brethren,  'to  which  of  thefe  two 
clafles  of  perfons  do  we  belong  ?  What  is  religion 
to  us  ?  How  much  value  has  it  in  our  eftimation  I 
Of  what  importance  is  it  to  our  heart  ?  What  ip- 
fluence  has  it  on  our  lives  ?  At  leaft  we  cannot  be 
xjuite  indifferent  about  it ;  otherwife  we  fhould  not 
frequent  the  affemblies  of  the  votaries  of  God  and 
Chrift ;  fhould  there  difcover  neither  attention  nor 
fentiment?  and  not  do  many  things  which  we  now 
do,  nor  negleQ:  many  others  which  we  now  negleft. 
But  whether  we  acknowledge  its  whole  wottTi^ 
whether  we  revere  it  as  the  moft  precious  gift  6f 
heaven;  whether  we  prize  it  as  highly  as  it  de- 
ferves;  whether  it  be  as  dear,  as  advantageous,  and 
as  comfortable  to  us,  as  it  might  and  fliould ;  are 
queftions  which  I  can  only  anfwer  for  myfelf,  and 
not  for  others.  Religion  is  to  me  the  moft  impor- 
tant, the  moft  indifpenfable,  the  moft  exalted  objeft 
of  which  I  can  frame  an  idea,  the  greateft  benefit 
for  which  I  ftand  indebted  to  heaver.  It  guides  me 
more  fafely  than  any  other  light;  it  affords  me  more 
utility  and  comfort,  makes  me  more  contented  and 
happy,  than  any  other  knowledge  or  fcience,  pri- 
vilege or  poffeflion,  is  able  to  do.  Nor  can  I  once 
forget  its  v^Iue,  or  in  the  fmalleft  degree  depart 
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Jrmn  its  directions  to  yirtue  and  hapjMnefe,  wthout 
fujffering  manifold  detriment  and  prejudice. 

May  this  be  the  judgment  paffed  by  all  of  yoUj 
from  a  cordial  fentiment  and  experience,  on  the 
value  of  religion !  For  this  eftimation  precifely  fuit^ 
it,  and  every  one  that  rightly  underftands  and  finr 
cerely  follows  its  precepts,  muft  <ind  wiH  find  it 
prove  what  I  have  pronounced  it  to  be.  Every  cue 
will  confcfs,  with  our  faviour  in  the  text :  '^  T1h§ 
is  life  eternalj'*  this  is  indeed  the  way  to  true  felicity, 
^'  to  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift| 
■whom  thou  haft  fent !"  However,  let  ]as  examine 
|he  matter  itfelf  impartially,  let  us  weigh  the  value 
of  religion.  It  will  confirm  its  votaries  in  the  juft 
ju4gment  they  pafs  upon  it,  and  perhaps  infpireevea 
Its  fcomers  y^ith  efteem  for  it.  There  are  two  fub:? 
jefts,  whereon,  to  this  end,  we  muft  refleft. 

The  iirft  is,  how  our  religion  muft  be  framed, 
and  how  we  are  to  be  difpofed  towards  it,  if  wq 
lurould  experience  the  great  advantages  of  it. 

The  next,  whence  it  receives  its  value,,  or  where? 
in  it  confifts. 

Religion  that  is  founded  on  error,  and  degenerates 
into  gloomy  fuperflition  j  jreligion  which  confifts  in 
empty  rites  and  ceremonies,  or  in  the  fterile  belief 
pf  incomprehenfible  things  j  religion,  which  employ? 
Xkat  mind  of  a  man  merely  as  a  fcience,  as  a  theory 
on  certain  phenomena  in  the  phyfical  and  moral 
world,  but  leaves  his  heart  unamended  and  untran^ 
iquiliz^d  j  religion  which  i%  not  entirely  moral,  not 
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immediately  direQ:ed  to  the  improvement  of  man- 
)dnd,  or  is  even  favourable  to  fin  and  vice ;  fuch  a 
religion  has  indeed  no  value ;  and  far  be  it  if om  me 
to  praife  it  for  its  excellency,  or  to  fay  a  word  in  its 
J>ehalf.  No,  that  religion  alone  which  is  built  upcai 
truth ;  which  teaches  us  to  know  God  and  our  re- 
lation towards  him,  and  to  think  and  live  conform-  , 
ably  to  it ;  which  fupplies  our  manifold  wants ; 
which  renders  us  wifer  and  better,  and  is  adapted 
and  defigned  in  all  its  parts  to  our  perfeftion  and  hap- 
pinefs  :  this  alone  has  any  real  worthy  this  alone  has 
^ny  title,  to  our  profound  veneration  and  moft  cor- 
dial love.  And  of  this  kind  is  whatever  we  learn, 
by  reflecting  on  the  world,  and  by  rational  medita* 
tion  on  God  and  the  proper  end  of  man ;  of  this 
j^nd  is  that,  in  particular,  which  God  himfelf  has 
jrevealed  to  ijs  of  himfelf  and  his  will,  by  his  foa 
Jefus.  *'  This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee,  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jfefus  Chriift,  whom  thou  haft 
fent.^'       * 

But  that  this  true,  particularly  that  the  chriftisai 
'  religion,  which  ^e  revere  as  the  moft  exprcfs  and 
j^rfed  medium  of  revelation,  may  be  valuable  and 
excellent  to  us,,  or  in  regard  of  us^  before  all  things  ' 
:we  muft  underftand  it.  We  muft  acquire  jiift  and 
clear  conceptions  of  its  contents,  of  its  defigns,  of 
its  doftrines,  precepts^  and  promifes.  Neither  tlje 
lame,  nor  the  confeffion,  nor  a  blind  reverence 
.of  religion,  wUl  make  us  wifa*  and  better  and  hap- 
pier.   It  does  not  operate  upon  us  like  a  magica) 
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charm,  without  our  knowledge  or  concurrence,  but 
only  in  proportion  as  we  underftand  it,  refleO:  upon 
it,  and  aftually  ufe  it.  Attend  therefore,  o  mian, 
attend  in  this  defign  to  the  voice  of  God  in  nature, 
to  the  voice  of  thy  creator  and  father,  who  fpcaks  to 
thee  in  all  his  works  ;  and  adhere  to  the  writings  of 
the  evangelifts  and  apoftles,  who  deliver  to  thee  the 
doftrine  of  Jefus  in  its  primitive  fimplicity  and  purify. 
If  thou  grant  an  attentive  audience  to  that  voice, 
and  draw  truth  from  thefe  living  fountains,  then  will 
religion  appear  to  thee  devoid  of  "all  human  interpo- 
lations and  inventions,  will  appear  to  thee  in  the  moft 
venerable  afpeft,  in  her  majeftic  unvamiflied  beauty, 
as  a  daughter  of  heaven,  whom  the  Father  has  fent 
to  mankind  for  their  confolation  upon  earth. 

Would  we,  farther,  have  religion  to  be  really  and 
excellently  valuable  to  us,  then  muft  we  be  affured 
of  its  truth,  and  of  its  divine  origin.  We  muft  be- 
Keve  it,  and  helieve  it  on  principle,  with  fatisfying 
certainty.  So  long  as  I  remain  doubtful  in  this  re- 
fpe£t ;  fo  long  as  I  take  its  doftrines  for  ^nly  pro- 
bable  conjeftures,  its  precepts  for  well-meant  ufefiil 
rules  of  life,  its  promifes  for  defireable  events ;  fo 
long  may  I  eafily  efteem  and  admire  it  to  a  certain 
degree',  and  it  may  have  a  certain  influence  on  my 
fentiments  and  my  condud :  but  I  fhall  not  experi- 
epce  its  whole  force  to  my  amendment  and  my  com- 
fort ;  I  fhall  not  become  fo  good  and  fo  happy  as  I 
may  and  fhould,  till  I  acknowledge  its  dodrines  to  be 
truths  of  demonftration,  its  precepts  the  laws  of  my 
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fupreme  fovereign  and  judge,  and  its  promifcs  as  in- 
fallible affurances  of  the  true  and  unchangeable  God. 
This  belief  only  then  makes  religion  intrinfically 
facred  and  important  to  me ;  this  belief  only  then 
gives  it  the  refpeft  and  authority  it  neceffarily  ought 
to  have,  when  I  take  it  for  the  rule  of  my  heart, 
and  the  guide  of  my  life. 

Yet  even  this  is  not  enough.  Would  we  have  k 
to  be  to  us,  and  to  perform  for  us,  what  it  is  or- 
dained to  be  and  to  perform,  then  muft  we  not  only 
imderftand  and  believe  it,  but  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
aftually  direded  and  guided  by  it.  We  muft  follow 
its  direftions  to  virtue  and  happinefs,  be  animated 
by  its  fpirit^  and  frame  our  whole  behaviour  on  its 
precepts.  Religion  requires  obedient  and  teachable 
^ifciples:  flie  inftrudls,  flie  improves,  flie  comforts 
VS,  but  not  againft  our  will,  or  without  our  co-ope- 
ration. She  offers  the  moft  falutary  aliment  to  our 
ipixld  jnquifitivie  and  longing  after  reft;  but  we  muft 
take  and  enjoy  this  aliment,  if  we  would  have  it  to 
ftrer^then  and  refrefh  us.  She  will  lead  us  by  the 
hand  on  the  way  of  yirtue  and  happinefe ;  but  we 
muft  aftually  walk  that  way,  and  purfue  it  with  a 
firm  and  ftedfaft  ftep,  if  we  would  have  her  Tor  our 
companion,  and  be  encouraged  by  her  afSftance, 
She  proraifes  us  light  and  help  and  comfort;  but  we 
muft  accept  and  uie  this  light,  this  help,  and  this 
fupport,  if  we  would  profit  by  her  offers.  Wouldft 
thou,  then,  learn  how  properly  to  eftimate  the  value 
of  religion,  furrender  thyfelf  wholly  to  her  dheflion, 
if  fubmit 
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iiibmit  thyfelf  to  her  guidance  in  all  rimes,  in  all 
places,  under  all  events.  Think  conftantly  as  fhc 
teaches  thee  to  think ;  do  conftantly  that  which  (he 
calls  thee  to  do ;  abide  ftedfaftly  by  that  which  fcc 
tells  thee  and  promifes  thee  on  the  part  of  God. 
Separate  not  frotn  her  in  thy  ordinary,  thy  daily 
courfe*  Confine  her  not  to  the  times  and  places 
deftined  to  worfhip  and  devotion.  Make  her  not 
merely  thy  laft  refource  and  comforter  in  thy  dif- 
trefs.  She  defpifes  the  votaries  and  fiicnds,  who 
only  fly  to  her  in  misfortune,  in  idle  or  melancholy 
hours,  but  drop  all  acquaintance  with  her  when  fuc- 
cels  fmiles  upon  them.  No,  fhe  muft  be  thy  coim- 
fellor  in  all  thy  undertakings  and  aflfairs,  thy  com- 
panion in  folitude  and  in  fodetyi  thy  clofe  and  femi- 
Kar  friend  in  prdfperity  and  in  adverfity,  in  life  and 
in  death  I  Then  wilt  thou  confefs  her  entii^  worth, 
and  receive  more  fubftandal  benefit  from  her,  thaft 
from  any  thing  whatever  that  m^mkind  can  pofiefe 
befides. 

And  how  great,  how  great  indeed,  is  the  value 
of  religion  to  him  who  thus  underftands  it,  thus 
trufts  to  it,  thus  reduces  it  to  pradice,  and  thus  in- 
timately connects  it  with  his  whole  fyftem  of  thought 
and  fentiment !  Qh  could  I  represent  to  you  hof 
value,  as  I  feel  it  myfelf,  and  render  her  as  impoN 
tant  to  your  underftandings  and  your  hearts,  as  6it 
is  to  me !  It  is  religion  that  makes  me  wife ;  flie 
makes  me  good ;  (he  makes  me  contented  and 
chearful  j  fhe  teaches  me  how  to  ufe  and  enjoy  the 
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prefent;  fhe  opens  to  me  the  lovelieft  profpe^ts  in 
futurity,  there  prpmifes  me  a  higher,  an  everlafting 
felicity,  and  at  the  fame  time  renders  me  adually 
capable  of  it.  Knowledge  of  truth,  inclination  ahd 
power  to  do  good,  a  calm,  contented  hearty  modera- 
tion in  jM-ofperity,  comfort  and  fortitude  in.adverfity, 
hope  and  affurance  in  life  and  in  death :  thefe  ^e 
thy  gifts,  o  religion,  and  how  precious,  how  indit 
penfabie  to  my  happinefs ! 

Yes,  religion  makes  me  wife ;  it  leads  me  to  the 
ioiowledge  of  truth,  the  mod  important,  the  moft 
indifpenlable,  the  moft  faqred  truth!  *  Without  her^ 
I  fliould  wander  in  darknefe,  roam  backwardis  and 
forwardts  in  a. labyrinth  of  doubt,  ignorant  of  my 
origin,  miftaking  my  objefl; ;  all  that  furroimds  me, 
all  that  happens  to  me  and  to  others,  would  be  a 
myftery,  an  indiffoluble ,  myftery .  to  me.  Efieds 
without  caufes,  means  without  end,  feculties  with^. 
out  adequate  objeds,  numberlels  feries  and  confer 
quences  of  things  deftitute  of  an  intelligible^  connec- 
tion, beauty  and  order  produced  from  chance;  virtue 
and  vice,  life  and  death  at  inceflknt  variance ;  moral 
creaturpa  without  controul,  an  immenfe  world  without 
a  fovereign  ajad  ruler:  fuch  would  be  the  appearance 
of  vifible  things  to  me,  and  how  muft  fuch  a  view 
perplex  my  Ipirit !  In  .what  a  dreadful  abyfs  of  doubt 
aftd  defpondaicy  muft  it  fink  me !  Loft  among  the 
iwiunaerable  multitude  of  things  which  belong  to  this 
^niverfe,  alone  and  abandoned  amidft  all  the  Kvihg 
creatures  that  furround  me>  I  fliould  have  nothing 
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v^iereon  to  fix ;  nothing  wherein  to  truft ;  nothing 
that  could  lead  me  with  fafety  in  my  thoughts  wd 
purfuits;  nothing  that  I  could  confider  as  the  fixt  ob- 
jea  of  my  wifhes,  my  defires,  my  endeavours;* no- 
thing that  could  .unite  me  with  other  beings  and 
things !  Like  a  child,  which  cruelty  or  accident 
had  abandoned  to  itfelf  foon  after  its  birth,  I  fhould 
not  know  whom  I  had  to  thank  for  my  being  and 
my  life,  from  whom  I  nwght  expefl:  the  fupport  of 
it,  who  would  adopt  me,  to  whoni  I  might  lookup 
for  protefldon  and  help  and  parentil  love ! 

But  thou,  o  divine  religion,  thou  freeft  me  from 
this  diilrefling  perplexity;  thou  leaded  me  forth 
from  this  labyrinth  of  doubt,  and  guideft  me  in  the 
way  of  truth  and  affurance.  Thou  teacheft  me  to 
know  God,  and  the  relations  in  which  I  fland  to- 
wards him.  Thou  giveft  an  author,  a  preferver,  a 
ruler,  and  a  fether,  to  me  and  to  the  whole  world; 
and  thereby  diffufeft  light  over  all  things,  combineft 
all  in  one,  imparted  life  and  order,-  importance  and 
dignity  to  alL  I  now  perceive  that  I  am  no  longer 
abandoned  and  forlorn  in  the-immenfity  of  fpace; 
am  no  longer  the  pitiable  fport  of  chance  or  fete;  no 
longer  zxi  infignificant,  feeble,  wretched  creatnrc, 
dependant  on  nothing,  ignorant  of  its  origin  and 
end;  wandering,  without  proteftor  or  guide,  through 
the  wildemefs  of  life,  this  day  or  the  next  to  be- 
come a  prey  to  death.  Under  thy  diredtions  I  have 
difcovered  God,  have  found  in  him  a  fathes,  the 
wifeft,  the  befl  of  fathers,  who  knows  and  loves  mej 

and 
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and  I  am  his  creature,  his  child,  am  formed  after 
his  likenefs,  am  capable  of  his  correfpondence,  am 
and  live  and  fubfift  in  him  and  by  him;  know  to 
what  purpofe  he  has  faihioned  and  ordained  me; 
dwell  under  his  infpedion  and  care ;  know  his  ten« 
der  difpofitions  towards  me,  and  nothing  can  deftroy 
the  blefled  connexion  which  binds  me  with  him  un^ 
alterably  and  for  ever* 

And  how  differently  now  does  every  objeft  appear 
to  me !  What  a  totally  different,  what  a  brighter 
and  more  chearful  afpeft  does  the  world  now  wear 
to  me,  and  how  its  magnificence  and  beauty  exalt 
and  rejoice  my  fpirit  ]  Now  I  perceive  and  revere  a 
firft,  eternal,  and  all-perfed  caufe  of  every  thing  that 
is  and  was  and  will  bej  a  God  from  whom  all 
things  proceed,  by  whom  th^  are,  and  to 
whom  they  belong;  a  God  extolled  and  praifed 
by  every  particle  qf  matter,  everjr  plant,  every  beaft, 
every  man,  every  fpirit,  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
as  the  Almighty,  the  AU-wlfe,  as  him  who  is  love 
itfelf.  .1  now  behold,  on  all  fides,  as  far  as  my  eye 
furVeys  and  my  penetration  reaches,  a  continued 
fcene  of  beauty,  fymmetry  and  order ;  all  around  ♦ 
me  the  wifeft,  the  kindeft  defigns,  and  the  fitteft 
means  for  their  accoihplifiiment ;  on  all  fides  life 
and  joy  and  happinefs,  here  in  tendency  and  in  bud, 
there  in  bloom  and  in  maturity.  Now  all  things  de- 
pend in  the  clofeft  and  moil  intimate  imion  on  each 
other,  the  fmall  and  the  great,  the  vifible  and  the  in- 
vifible,  the  grain  pf  fand  on  the  fea-fliore  and  the  all- 
vivifying  fource  of  light;  all  is  the  work  of  one  fole, 
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fuprcmely  perfeft  mind;  all  form  but  one  whole} 
m  which  the  natural  and  the  moral,  the  good  and 
the  bad,  the  prefent  and  the  future,  are  indiflfdubly 
knit  and  interwoven  together ;  in  which  nothing  it 
unneceflary,  nothing  redundant,  nothuig  unintended, 
nothing  abfolutely  bad  and  hurtful;  a  whole,  fup^ 
ported  and  maintained,  difpofed  and  guided'  by  its 
infinite  author  himfelf,  and  wherein  all  tends  to  the 
greateft  poffible  perfedtion  and  happinefs.  And  to 
know  this,  to  be  affured  of  thefe  mofl  fublime,  moft 
fruitful,  and  mofl  comfortable  truths,  as  the  clue 
to  our  refleftions  and  refearches,  as  the  rule  of  ottf 
behaviour,  as  the  grbund  of  our  defires  and  hopes^ 
is  this  not  wifdom  ?  is  it  not  grejiter,  fublimer  A?riA 
dom,  than  all  elfe  that  bears  the  name  ?  And  muft 
not  the  religion  which  leads  us  to  this  wifdom,  be 
of  ineflimable  value  to  Us  ?  mufl  if  not  be  th6  moft 
venerable  gift  of  heaven  ? 

As  religion  makes  me  wife,  it  alfo  renders  me 
good ;  and  this  is  a  fecond  proof  of  its  fuperiof 
worth  and  excellency.  Religion  is  the  bond  of  love, 
the  intimate  tie  of  union  between  the  Creator  and 

'  his  creatures,  Ind  between  all  thinking,  ffenfiWe, 
and  rational  creatures  with  each  other,  the  principle 
of  the  clofeft  connexion  of  the  natural  '^'ith  the 

•  moral  world,  and  the  prefent  with  the  future.  And 
this  love,  this  connexion,  this  imion,  produces,  n^ 
eveiy  human  heart  it  animates,  new  fpiritual  Bfet 
freih  inclination  and  power  to  all  go6dncfs ;  more 
fpiritual  vigour,  more  defire  and  ability  to  duty  ind 
to  virtue,  than  any  other  confideration,  any  other 

relation 
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relation  of  things  could  do.     And  furdy,  when  1 

know  and  venerate  a  God,  who  is  my  creator,  my 

preferver,  my  benefaftor,  my  father^  my  foverdgn, 

and  my  judgd^  atid  who  has  given  me  laws  and  aii«» 

be^ed  the-mofl  glorious  rewards  to  the  obfervance 

of  them,  the  fevereft  punifhments  to  the  violation  of 

tiiem;  what  authority  mull  not  thefe  laws  have  over 

me !     Ho'w  facr^d,  how  inviolable,  muft  they  not 

be  to  me !    iUid  if  I  perceive  this  God,  this  father, 

pnall  fides  In  his  works;  on  all  fides  hear  his  in« 

'{trading,  his  encouraging  and  warning  voice ;  feel 

ixi^elf  on  all  fides  encompafled  by  him  and  the 

tSe&s  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnrfs;  revere  him, 

l^ha^ever  1  ^,  in  the  thickeft  vail  of  darknefs  no 

Ids  than  in  the  brighteft.  day,  as  the  \vitnefs  of  my 

thoughts  and  adiom :  how  fhall  I  dare  to  think  ot 

fo  do  any  dung  that  militates  with  his  will,  or  negt 

XeQ:  any  diing  that  he  has  oijdined  me  ?     How  caa 

'  X  b^  deficient  in  courage  and  ability,  in  his  prefence 

'  -and  Under  his  infpeftion,  to  do,  and  readily  to  do, 

ttrhat  is  right  and  good,  and  in  every  cafe  the  belt  ? 

And  if  I  love  this  God,    this  father,  as  religion 

-teaches  me^  with  filial  afiedion^  think  on  him  and 

srsofe  jnyfelf  to  him  with  cordial  fatisfadion,  rejoice 

in  his  esifteiice,  in  his  prefence,  in  his  benefits,  iti 

4ii8  difpofitions  towards  me,  and  his  connexions  with 

me :  how  eafy  and  agreeable  will  it  not  then*  be  to 

joae  to  keep  his  commandments,   to  promote  his 

ddigna,  and  to  labour,  as  it  were,  in  fellowihip  with 

rou  I.  Y  him 
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him  for  advancing  the  univcrfal  perfefHon  and  fefi- 
dty  of  his  kingdom ! 

But,  as  religion  connefts  the  Creatures  trith  the 
Creator,  fo  likennfe  does  it  conned  the  crektiifes 
with  each  other;  fo  does  it  unite  me  alfo  with  all  my 
fellow-mortals;  it  teaches  me  that  they  are  all  chil- 
dren of  my  heavenly  father,  that  we  all  compofe  but 
one  large  family,  whofe  father  is  God,  and  whofe 
firft-bom  brother  is  his  fon  Jefus*  Aud^  if  I  believe 
this,  if  I  have  an  inward  fentiifient  of  this,  I  then 
live  among  my  own  brothers  and  fifters,  who  have 
the  fame  origin  and  the  fame  deftination  with  my- 
felf :  and^  then,  how  muft  the.  fight  of  every  man, 
how  muft  the  difpofitions,  the  capacities,  the  abili- 
ties of  every  man,  the  pleafures,  the  profperity,  the 
merits  of  every  man,  delight  me !  And,  if  I  am 
animated  with  that  brotherly  love  towards  them 
which  religion  alone  can  infpire,  how  impoflible  will 
it  be  for  me  to  deprive  them  of  their  property  and 
advantages,  or  to  difunite  ^nd  injure  them  by  any 
means  whatever!  How  far  from  my  heart  will  all 
pride,  alf  coldnefs,  all  envy,  all  hatred  be!  How 
companionate  fhall  I  be  towards  them,  merciful  as 
my  Father  in  heaven  is  merciful,  beneficent  as  he  is 
beneficent !  And  what  duty  towards  my  neighbour 
fhall  I  then  negled  ?  Which  of  them  fhall  I  M 
diarge  without  fidelity  and  pleafure  ? 

And,  if  I  feel  the  whole  weight  of  the  lo¥e  of 
God  and  of  Chrifl  towards  man,  whidi  the  chrifUan 

doctrine 
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do£hine  reprefefits  to  us  in  fo  affefting  a  manner } 
if  I  have  an  inward  fentiment  of  \vhat  great  things 
God  has  done  for  me,  how  much  his  fon  Jefus  has 
facrificed  and  fuffered  f6r'me :  if  I  take  the  temper 
and  the  life  of  this  my  deliverer  for  the  rule  of  my 
conduft ;  if  I  look  Up  to  him  as  my  fore»-runner  and 
chief,   ind  finrily   confide  in  his   proriiifes ;   if  I 

.  ferioVifly .  confider  thfe  intimate  connedUon  of  the 
prefent  with  the  future,  and  regard  one  as  the  preli- 
minary to  the  other,  oiie  as  the  time  of  fowing  and 
the  other  as  the  time  of  reaping )  what  incitement, 
what  ability  to  every  thing  that  is  right  and  good^ 
that  18  great  tod  generoUd^  muft  not  all  this  afford 
me!  No,  if  religion  inake  me  not  better,  if  it 
make   me  not  a  very  good  and  virtuous  man,  I 

,  muft  then  be  incapable  of  amendment^  muft  be 
deej^  funk  beneath  the  dignity  of  man,  inuft  have 
a  completely  infenfible  and  thoroughly  depraved 
heart !  And  what  a  value  muft  this  likewife  give  to 
religion  in  our  eftecm,  if  tve  do  but  in  any  degree 
imderftand  the  worth  of  moral  goodnefs  and  virtue! 
He  that  is  wife  and  good,  my  pious  hearers,  may 
alfQ  be  contented  and  chearfulj  and  the  religion 
that  procuress  us  thofe  advantages,*  procures  us  like- 
wife  thefe.  Far  from  infpiring  her  true  profeffors 
vnxh  fervile  fear  and  gloomy  terror^,  fhe  fills  them 
with  refolution  and  courage.  Far  from  being  a  dif- 
turber  of  joy,  flie  opens'  to  us  the  richeft  fources  of 
it,  and  invites  us  to  enjoy  them.  Yes,  if  I  follow 
her  precepts  and  believe  in  her  promifes :  then  tran- 
Y  2  quillity 
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qui3Uty  and  joy  iahalHt  ifiy  tureaft;  then  am  I  aflured 
of  my  pardon,  the  Ibrgivenefs  of  my  (ins,  the  good 
pleafure  of  my  Creator  and  {bvereign)  then  my  heart 
no  more  torments  and  condemns  me ;  then  I  enjoy 
Ae  bleffednefs  of  a  good  confdence*  Ye^  if  I  aUow 
myfelf  to  be  guided  and  condufted  by  her,  and  con* 
fider  all  things  in  th^  light  which  (he  difFnfes  over 
them :  then  am  I  fatisfied  with  aB  things ;  latisiied 
iwth  God,  whom  I  know  and  revere  as  the  wifeft 
soul  moft  tender  fother,  and  from  whom  I  exped 
only  good,  and  conftantly  the  beft ;  fatisfied  with 
aH  his  arrangements  and  difpenfations  in  the  natural 
and  the  moral  world ;  fatisfied  with  the  place  and 
the  drcumftances  wherein  he  has  fet  me,  with  the 
portion  of  abilities  and  goods  he  has  affigned  me, 
With  thfe  events  he  has  fufpended  over  me,  as  I  know 
that  all  this  is  adapted  to  my  appointment  and  to  my 
ha|^inefs ;  fatisfied  with  myfelf,  as  I  am  confciout 
of  my  uprightnefs  and  integrity,  and,  if  1  even  fidl, 
yet  do  not  wilfully  tranfgrefs,  and  am  approaching 
nearer  to  the  mark  of  chriflian  perfeQion ;  fatisfied 
\vith  all  my  feUow^reatures,  as  I  hate  none,  envy 
tone,  as  I  love  them  all,  rejoice  with  all  the  good, 
-and  am  patient  and  indulgent  to  the  frail  and  infirm; 
fatisfied  with  all  things  about  me,  as  every  thing  is, 
^d  is  juft  fo,  as  the  all-wife  and  all-gracious  God 
^ould  have  it  to  be ! 

Nay,  if  I  allow  myfelf  to  be  guided  by  the  Eght 
^rf  religion,  and  to  be  animated  by  her  fpirit,  Ifinii 
■fources  of  joy  opening  to  me  on  all  fides,  as  piffe 

as 
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as  they  are  inexhanftible ;  then  I  poflefs  more  real 
joy  than  the  greateft  minion  of  fortmie  can  have^ 
who  knows  not  this  giver  of  joy ;  then  I  rejoice  in 
God,  my  benefador  and  &ther ;  rejoice  in  his  fon 
Jefus,  my  redeemer  and  lord ;  rejcMce  in  my  capaci« 
ties  and  powers  and  my  high  vocation;  rejoice  in  all 
the  beautiful  and  good  that  is  and  happens  in  the 
world ;  rejoice  in  all  mankind  as  my  brethren,  af 
the  children  of  my  heavenly  father,  as  the  partakerfli 
in  my  future  felicity }  rejoice  in  every  animate  and 
inanimate  creature,  as  the  creature  of  my  God ;  re» 
joice  in  vifible  and  invifible  things,  the  prefent  and 
the  future;  and  rejoice  diat  I  am  immortal,  and 
may  affuredly  exped  an  everlafting  life,  a  never- 
ending  felicity.  And  for  this  chearfiil  confidence^ 
this  fatisfa£tion,  thefe  manifold  joys,  I  am  indebted 
to  religk>iL  How  can  I  fail  of  perceiving  its  worth ! 
how  can  I  miftake  its  excellency  ? 

Tes,  this  it  is,  diis  divine  religion,  which  condufb^ 
ftrengthens,  comforts,  and  exhilarates  me,  in  all  the 
yidffitudes  of  my  circumftances,  in  whatever  I  do,  and 
in  whatever  befalls  me,  in  profperity  and  in  adverfity, 
in  life  and  in  death.  She  gives  quite  another  appejar- 
ance  to  all  things ;  fweetens  every  pleafure  to  me, 
and  augments  every  good ;  mitigates  every  trouble, 
and  alleviates  every  fbrrow ;  and  never  leaves  me 
deftitute  of  inftruftion,  of  fupport,  of  confolatioi» 
and  ailiftance.  If  I  enjoy  fatisfadion  and  pleafure, 
ihe  exalts  the  enjoyment  by  infpiring  me  with  the 
chcarful  fentiment  that  it  is  God  who  grants  me 

Y  3  thi? 
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this  farisfefkion  and  procures  me  this  pleafure.  Have 
I  various  and  important  duties  to  fulfill,  toiifome  af- 
fairs to  manage,  Ihe  alleviates  and  ennobles  them, 
by  reprefenting  them  to  me  as  commiffions  from 
God,  by  afluring  me  that  I  am  labouring  in  his  fer- 
vice,  that  I  am  difcharging  my  truft  under  his  in* 
fpe£Uon,  and  with  his  approbatioir  Does  an  op- 
j)ortunity  occur  to  me  of  dokig  good,  of  being  ufe- 
fiil,  and  of  promoting  human  happinefs,  Ihe  caufes 
me  to  feel  the  whole  weight  ^of  the  honour  of  being 
an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God,  whereby  he  exe- 
cutes his  defigns,  and  difleminates  life  and  bleffing 
amongft  the  human  race.  Do  I  meet  widi  difficul- 
ties  oil  my  way^  do  I  fall  into  danger  and  diftrefs ; 
(he  bids  me  lift  my  eyes  and  my  heart  towards 
heaven,  and  implore  and  expefl:  fuccour  from  him 
Vrhp  do^  what  he  will  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth, 
and  never  wills  any  thing  but  what  is  right  and  good. 
Am  I  oppreffed  by  any  burden  of  life;  fhe  then  bids 
mp  d.epend  upon  the  fuccour  of  him  who  laid  this 
load  uppn  me,  and  to  be  aflured  that  he  will  not 
imppfe  on  pie  more  than  I  am  able  to  bear.  Does 
any  misfortune  overtake  me ;  I  then  adore  in  fitent 
reverence,  a^  inftruiflted  by  religion,  the  hand  of 
him  whd  infli9:s  it  upon  me,  who  inflids  it  upon 
me  for  wife  and  good  purpofes,  and  viithout  whofe* 
permiffion  no  harm  can  happen  unto  me.  Do  at 
fl.dtions  befall  me,  which  I  have  not'deferved,  I  ac- 
cept them  as  the  difpenfations  of  n^  God  and  father, 
with  filial  fubmiflion  j  revere  them  as  the  means  of 

nurture 
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nurture  and  eyercife,  by  which  he  would  lead  me  to 
higher  perfe£tion ;  and.  I  know  that,  fooner  or  later, 
all  will  turn  to  my  good.     Am  I  alarmed  and  per- 
plexed at  any  extraordinary  or  terrifying  events  that  ^ 
happen  in  the  world,  and  among  mankind ;  then, 
full  of  faith,  I  look  up  to  him  who  governs  all 
things,  direding  them  by  the4aws  of  fovereign  wif- 
dom,  and  tranquillize  my  fpirif  by  the  cbnfideration 
that  he  will  certainly,  ^t  length,  by  them  bring  to 
jjafe  fome  goo(d.     Do  my  honeft  undertakings,  my 
good  and  beneficent  gncjeavours,  fail  of  fuccefs ;  I 
then  imdce  an  offering  of  my  will  to  the  far  wifer 
and  far  better  will  of  my  God  and  father  j  latisfy 
myfelf  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  ^Gied  up- 
rightly and  well-pleaiing  to  him;    and  therefore 
reckon  not  my  pains  and  labour  for  lofl,  becaufe  I 
know  that  in  his  kingdom,  and  under  his  admini- 
ftration,  nothing  good  can  poffibly  be  lofl.     Do  the 
mfirmities  of  age  opprefs  me,  dimiiyfli  my  faculties, 
and  bow  down  my  body  to  ithe  earth ;  I  refign  myfelf 
tp  that  God,  who,  in  my  infjmcy,  in  my  childhood, 
V^  my  youth,  and  in  my  manhood,  has  never  for- 
faken  me,  who  has  been  tonflantly  my  provider  and 
my  father,  and  will  be  fo  for  ever.     Does  death 
draw  nigh  me,  bid  me  fet  my  houfe  in  order,  and 
prepare  to  quit  all  vifible  and  earthly  things ;  I  then 
hear  the  voice  of  my  heavenly  father  calling  me  to 
himfelf,  calling  me  from  the  prefent  into  another 
and  a  higher  life,  calling  me  home  from  my  pil- 
grimage.     Conduced  and  fupported  by  religion,  I 

V  4  follow 
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follow  this  call  with  joy,  enter  with  confidence  the 
dark  and  filent  path  of  death,  pafs  along  it  undif* 
mayed,  being  certain  that  it  terminates  in  the  pureil 
light,  in  undecaying  felicity  to  me. 

Thus  am  I  taught,  thus  led,  thus  cheared,  thus 
fupported  and  ftrengthened,  thus  comforted  by  re- 
ligion. In  profperity  and  ipL  adverfity,  in  life  and  in 
4eath!  Thus  does  ihe  preferve  her  value  in  all 
dmes,  in  all  places,  in  all  drcumflances,  in  regard  to 
all  my  affairs,  all  my  concerns  and  fortunes,  nru 
diangeably  continuing  what  fhe  is ;  conftantly  the 
fafcft  teacher,  the  mpft  faithful  guide,  and  the  b§ft 
comforter  of  man!  Yes,  o  divine  religion,  that 
art  thou,  that  wilt  thou  ever  be  to  me,  as  thou  haft 
hitherto  been !  Ever  my  trueft  friend,  my  infepara* 
ble  companion  along  the  path  of  life,  the  partaker 
of  all  my  joys  and  forrows,  my  confolation  in  death, 
ind  my  condudor  to  the  manfions  of  heaven !  Yes, 
o  God !  to  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  the  all* 
wife,  the  allrbpuntiful,  the  father  of  mankmd,  to 
know  thee,  and  him  whom  thou  haft  fent,  our 
feviour  Jefus,  this  is  life  eternal,  the  fupremc,  everjt 
laftbgblifs! 
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SERMON  XVIL 
The  Value  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion  in  particular^ 


/^  GOD!  every  Kving  and  intelligent  being  jwttttg 
^^  after  thee.  Of  thee,  all  who  have  the  happinds 
to  know  thee  feek  light  and  folace  and  force  and 
hope  and  blifs>  And  never  do  any  pant  after  thee 
in  vain.  Thou  animateft  and  rejoiceft  them  all  and 
condudeft  them  all  to  their  higher  appointment. 
None  feek  of  thee  what  they  may  not  in  full  meafure 
find  with  thee,  and  thou  willingly  letteft  thyfelf  be 
found  of  them  that  diligently  feek  thee.  Thou  even 
preventeft  thy  children  with  fatherly  kindnefs,  calleft 
.  them  to  thee,  offereft  them  all  thy  ^fts  and  goods, 
?ind  inviteft  them  to  the  chearful  enjoyment  of  them. 
As  various  and  urgent  as  their  wants,  fo  rich  and 
inexhauftibk  are  the  fources  of  affiftance  and  refrelh- 
ment  thou  opened  to  them^ ,  O  God,  what  blefled 
cxpmences  have  we,  ^hy  human  offspring,  had  of 

thy 
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thy  preventing  grace  and  goodnefs !  Who  of  us,, 
how  few  of  all  the  children  of  Adam  fought  thee, 
fought  affiftance  of  thee,  while  difconfolate  under 
the  ftrongeft  fentiment  of  want  and  mifery,  and  thou 
fentefl  to  them  thy  fon  from  heaven  to  fupply  thofe 
wants  and  to  remove  that  mifery  ?  And  how  glori- 
oufly  haft  diou  not  holpen  us  through  him !  What 
light,  what  comfort,  what  life,  what  hope,  what  Wife, 
has  he  not  brought  from  heaven  to  the  earth ! 
What  happy  alterations  in  pur  prefect  ftate,  and  . 
what  exhilarating  prpfpefts  in  futurity  are  we  not 
indebted  to  him  for.  By  him  thou  haft  converted 
€ur  penury  into  wealth,  our  mifery  into  happinefs, 
our  forrow  into  joy,  our  wants  into  incitement  and 
means  to  a  blefifed  enjoyment.  By  him  and  tlnrough 
him  we  find  all  things,  that  we  could  no  where  elfe 
have  found.  Oh  praifed,  for  ever  praifed  be  thy 
goodnefs^  moft  merciful  father,  who  haft  affbrde4 
us  this  help  j  by  fending  this  deliverer  and  faviour, 
this  comforter  and  giver  of  joy,  and  opening  to  us  thefe 
Iburces  of  life  and  happinefs  through  him  I  And 
praifed,  for  ev^r  praifed  be  thou,  who  once  came  m 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  difpelling  the  darknefs  of 
mifery  and  defolation  before  thee,  and  fhedding  light 
^uid  joy  and  bleffing  on  the  human  race  and  alfo 
upon  us !  Bleffed  be  to  us  the  memorial  of  thy  ad- 
vent upon  earth,  and  of  the  great  work  thou  haft 
finifhed  on  it !  Yes,  in  thee  and  through  thee  are 
we  bleffed  j  and  therefore  we  magnify  thee  and  the 
Father,  who  gave  thee  to  be  a  faviour  to  us,  with 
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ijfflitcd  and  grateful  hearts.  O  God,  teach  us  thyfelf 
to  ujvJerftand  the  whole  worth  of  thy  bounty  and 
QAir  happinefs,  and  worthily  ]to  ufe  them.  Let  the 
mifery  we  bring  upon  ourfelves  be  ever  diminifliing 
among  us,  and  true  chriftian  happinefs  be  ever  jn^ 
.  creafing.  Accompany  in  this  view  the  difcourfe  of 
thy  fervant  with  energy  and  bleffing,  open  our  hearts 
to  it  and  caufe  it  there  to  mal^e  deep  and  lafting  im- 
preflion.  Thefe  our  petitions  we  offer  up  unto  thee, 
in  the  nan^e  and  word^  of  thy  beloved  fon,  our  lord : 
Qur  father,  &c, 


JOHN  X.  10. 


I  ^m  come  that  they  might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have* 
it  more  abundantly. 


^TPHE  arrival  of  a  perfon  who  ptomifes  life,  and 
A  more  abundant  life,  that  is,  complete  felicity, 
to  them  to  whom  he  x:omes,  and  is  able  to  fulfill  his 
promife,  muft  be  moft  defirable  to  fuch  as  have  ve- 
hement defires  after  happinefs,  and  at  the  fame  time 
are  oppreffed  with  the  inward  fentiment  of  their  want 
of  it !  And  who  of  us,  my  dear  brethren,  can  mif- 
take  this  wiflied-for  perfon,  who  the  happy  people  to 
xvhom  he  brought  thfefe  joyful  tidings  ?  How  eager 
are  all  pien  afteJr  happinefs  -,  and  how  little  true  fe« 

licity. 
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Gcity,  how  much  aftual  mifery,  was  there  among 
mortals  when  Jefus  made  his  appearance  m  the  world, 
and  offered  them  their  deliverance  from  mifery  and 
the  poffeffion  of  that  happinefs  they  had  fo  long  been 
feeking  for  in  vain!     And  with  how  great  right 
could  he  not  make  them  this  offer !     Knew  he  not 
all  the  fources  of  their  happinefs  ?     Opened  he  not 
all  of  them  to  the  human  race  ?    Where  is  there  one 
that  ever  yet  drew  from  thofe  fources^  and  was  de«. 
ceived  in  his  expeftations  ?     And  how  many  thou. 
fands  and  thoufands  again  have  adually  drawn  there- 
from, and  affuaged  their  thirft  for  happinefs ! 

To  us  alfo  thefe  fources  ftand  open ;  and  we  arc 
invited  to  them  by  the  Saviour  who  came  into  the 
worid  to  impart  life  and  more  abimdance  of  it.  Let 
us  then  approach  thefe  fources,  ftudy  to  know  more 
of  thefe  blefSngs,  compare  them  with  our  wants  and 
defers  J  and  then  try  whether  we  may  not  be  happy 
likewife,  or  whether  our  happinefs  may  not  be  aug» 
mented  and  improved. 

What  are  then  the  principal  wants  of  mankind? 
And  how  can  and  will  Jefus  fupply  them,  and  thereby 
render  them  happy  ?  To  anfwer  thefe  queflions  will 
be  the  fubjeft  and  fcope  of  my  prefent  difcoiufe. 

Light  for  the  underftanding ;  reft  for  the  heart ; 
courage  and  ability  to  goodnefs ;  comfort  in  dif- 
trelTes ;  hope  for  the  future :  thefe  are  the  principal 
wants  of  man.  Whoever  fupplies  thefe,  delivers 
him  from  the  burden  of  his  mifery,  opens  to  him  the 
richeft  fources  of  felicity,  and  makes    him  truly 

happy. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHUlStlAH  RELIGION  m  PARTICULAR.      333 

hai^y.  And  this  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  who  came 
into  tlie  world,  both  can  and  will  perform.  He  can 
and  will,  in  all  thefe  refpefts,  give  them  life,  and 
more  abundantly. 

Light  for  the  underftanding,  is  the  firft  and  moft 
'Urgent  Virant  of  the  thinking  man.  To  a€l  with  con- 
fdoufnefs  and  confideration ;  to  refled  upon  what 
he  fees,  what  he  hears,  what  he  feels,  and  what  be- 
falls him ;  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  and  fcope  of 
things }  to  look  back  upon  the  paft,  to  pry  4nto  fit- 
turity,  and  to  compare  them  both  with  the  prefent: 
is  the  natural  employment,  the  irioft  effential  privilege 
4^  man ;  it  is  this  which  renders  him  a  man.  To 
fcrutinize  after  truth  and  to  difcover  the  truth,  is  the 
life  and  the  nutriment  of  his  fpirit.  But  how  long 
can  he  employ  himfelf  in  fuch  refleOions,  without 
entangling  Mmfelf  in  a  labyrinth,  whofe  outlet  he  can 
never  find !  How  far  can  he  proceed  in  the  invet 
tigation  arid  the  knowledge  of  truth,  withmit  coming 
at  feme  precipice,  which  ftrikes  him  with  terror  and 
makes  him  recoil !  How  foon  will  he  be  decdved 
by  error  and  images  of  affright,  or  tormented  by 
doubt  and  uncertaiilty,  if  he  have  no  faithful  con- 
du^or  through  the  intricacies  of  human  thought ! 

What  am  I,  and  what  is  all  that  furrounds  me? 
Whence  am  I,  and  whence  have  all  thefe  arifen  ? 
To  what  end  am  I,  to  what  end  are  all  thtfe  ordained  ? 
What  is  to  become  of  me,  what  is  to  become  of  all 
^thefe  ?  Does  intelligence  prefide  or  cafualty ,  wifdom 
or  bliiid  chance,  in  the  concatenation  of  things,  m 
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tbe  occurrences  of  the  world,  in  the  fortunes  ef 
mankind  ?  Are  wifdom,  virtue,  happinefs,  real  at^ 
tainable  things,  or  only  empty  names  ?  Which  is 
the  way  that  leads  to  the  knowledge  of  truth,  to  the 
poffeffion  of  virtue,  to  the  enjoyment  of  happinefs  i 
h  there  a  God  ?  Is  there  a  Providence  ?  In  what 
relation  (lands  this  God  to  the  world  and  tome? 
How  far  does  this  Providence  extend  over  the  world 
and  over  me  ?  What  have  I,  in  thefe  refpefts,  to 
hope  for  or  to  fear  ?  - —  What  q^ufeftions  !  How  dif-  • 
ficult  to  be  anfwered  by  the  man  that  is  left  to  him- 
felf !  What  error  is  too  abfurd  for  him  to  plunge  into 
in  refearches  like  thefe !  And  yet  how  important 
is  their  folution  J  What  a  torment  muft  all  rational 
refleflion  be  to  him,  while  they  cannot  be  accounted 
for  in  any  fatisfaftory  manner !  Yes,  here  a  man 
feels  th^  wwt  of  fome  fafe  guide,  fome  fuperior  lights 
-Here  he  longs  for  this  tonduftor^  for  this  light,  as  a 
pilgrim^  overtaken  by  the  night  in  fome  lone  and 
tracklefe  wild,  longs  for  the  benign  eflfulgence  of  the 
morning  fun^  or  the  appearance  of  fome  traveller  ao 
quainted  with  the  way, 

.  Chriftians,  this  day  has  dawned  on  us !  God  has 
fent  to  us  from  heaven  this  fisdthful  guide !  Jrfitf 
calls  to  us  in  our  forlorn  eftate :  //*  I  am  the  way,  the 
truth  and  the  life ;  I  am  the  light  of  the  world ;  he 
that  foUoweth  me  walketh  not  in  darknefs/V  No; 
h}s  divine  doftrine  has  difperfed  th«  darknefs  of  errdt 
and  of  doubt,, of  ignorance  and  of  fuperftition,  with 
which  the  wife  and  the  unwife,  the  learned  and  tbc 
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unlearned^  were  heretofore  oppreffed.  It  has  brought 
t:oncealed  and  miftaken  truth  to  light,  and  what  was 
but  little,  and  that  little  only  doubtfully  known^  ha6 
it  divulged  to  all^  and  placed  beyond  all  doubt. 
It  has  brought  us  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  the  true^ 
the  only  God-,  and  thereby  given  firnuiefs  and  aiTur* 
ance  to  the  human  intelleft.  By  it  enlightened',  we 
know  our  origin  and  the  origin  df  all  things,  our 
deftination  and  that  of  all  living  and  rational,  beings* 
By  it  inftrufted,  we  know  that  there  is  a  God,  a 
fupremely  perfeft  fpirit,  an  infinitely  wife  and  boun- 
tiful father  of  the  world  and  of  mankind,  and  that 
we  are  his  creatures,  his  children ;  that  we  and  all 
things  fubfifl  under  his  infpeftion  and  providetitial 
care ;  that  all  is  difpofed,  conduced,  governed,  and 
all  dire£ied  to  the  befl  and  worthieft  purpofes  by 
him,  —  And  now  cafualty  and  chance  and  blind 
nec^ffity  with  all  their  terrors  vanilh  from  before  our 
eyes.  Now  no  intricacies  bewilder  us,  we  are  no 
longei;  perplexed  by  any  apparent  diforder  and  con- 
tradiftion  in  the, combination  of  things,  in  the  com-, 
plication  of  human  concerns.  Now  light,  order, 
beauty,  perfedion,  are  dif^layed  in  all  things  ;  for 
all  are  efFefts  and, arrangements  of  fupreme  benignity 
and  wifdom.  The  entrance  to  the  fanduary  of  truths 
the  moft  important,  mofl  comfortable  truth,  flanda 
©pen  to  us ;  the  way  of  virtue  is  made  plain  and  lu- 
minous, and  leads  us  flraight  to  the  manfipns  of 
bHfs,  where  we  are  invited  to  the  enjoyment  of  its 
tareafiiresv    We  hav^  now  a  certain  qlue  to  guide  us 
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ibrough  the  labyrinth  of  aflSidions,  by  ifteaiis  df 
irhich  '9^  caH  avoid  every  pit  and  predpice,  are  fiir^ 
niflied  with  all  neceflary  light,  and  pi'oceed  to  meet 
an  ever  brighter  day.  —  —  Yes,  look  to  Jefus  for 
rfie  fupply  of  your  wants,  all  you  who  thirft  after 
the  knowledge  of  truth.     Comprehend  his  doQrinc^ 
adhere  firmly  to  it,  ftudy  it  in  the  writings  which  hig 
fneflengers  have  left  us,  improve  yoiu*  knowledge  m 
it  from  day  to  day,  truft  to  its  declarations  with  evtf 
kicreafing  confidence ;  it  cannot,  it  will  not  lead  you 
into  error:    it  will   condud  you  to    ever  highei* 
ivifdom,  and  you  will  fiind  complete  fatisfadioa 
in  it. 

Reft  for  the  heart ;  reft  under  the  fentiment  of 
our  weaknefs  ;  reft  amidft  the  violence  and  impetu* 
ofity  of  our  appetites  ;  reft  under  the  confcioufiiefs 
of  our  tranfgreflions  and  fins ;  reft,  at  the  fight  of 
the  feeming  perplexity  in  the  courfe  of  things  and  of 
human  mifery ;  reft  amidft  the  great  frailty  and  in* 
conftancy  of  every  thing  fenfible  and  earthly :  whal 
requifites,  what  urgent  requifites  are  tfiefe !  Who 
will  fupply  them  ?  Where  fhall  a  man  feek  and  find 
this  reft  ?  In  what  fchod  of  wifdom,  in  what  tem* 
pie  of  mirth,  in  what  filent  and  defert  fofitude,  or  k 
what  brilljiant  abode  of  pleafure  and  pomp,  in  wbat 
rank,  in  which  of  the  clalfes  of  mankind,  ihall  we 
learch  after  it  and  find  it  ?  Oh,  how  eameftly  do 
the  wife  and  the  ignorant,  the  high  and  the  low,  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  the  hermit  and  Ae  vohipttiary, 
ftrive  after  this  repofe!  With  what  ca^mefe  of  »» 
it  pefiatioii 
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pe^atian  do  tl^  now  Alike  into  this' path,  and  then 
into  that ;  and,  fooner  or  lat^r,  affefted  by  repeated 
d^ap|iomtmQnts,  how  they  return  by  the  way  that 
they  went,  fighing  and  afhamed  at  their  credulity 
jmd  folly,  and  joining  at  laft  in  that  difinal  complaint. 
All,  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit ! 
•  But  why,  my  brethren,  why  do  you  feek  reft 
%<rhere  it  is  not  to  be  found  ?  Oh  come  to  him,  feek 
it  of  him^  who  has  promifed  to  give  yoii  likewife  iii 
this  refpeft  life,  and  more  abundance  of  it ;  to  Jefus 
^ho  has  brought  back  to  the  earth  that  reft  which 
fnaiikind  had  miftaken,  and  as  it  were  baiuftied  from 
their  hearts  and  their  dwellings !  Hear  what  he  an^ 
fioupces  on  tke  part  of  God  to  fuch  as  in  fincerity 
feek  reft  of  Mm,  and  how  he  fupplies  every  want 
of  tlie  heart;. 

O  thou  (it  is  thus  that  he  addreffes  mankind)  who 
itft  feniibk  of  thy  infirmities^  let  not  that  fentiment 
caft  thee  d61vn*  God,  thy  fdverelgn,  thy  father,  re^ 
qiiires  nothing  of  thee  tliat  thoU  art  not  able  to  per* 
•fprm.  He  lays  no  burdens  on  thee  that  are  too 
heavy  for  thee  to  bear.  Only  ^xert  thy  faculties, 
and  they  will  grow  ftronger  by  ekercife*  He  whd 
has,  and  faithfully  employs  what  he  has,  will  be  ever 
teceivirig  morci  Thou  haft  the  Almighty  for  thy 
•fupport  i  and  his  ftrength  is  mighty,  above  all  ex- 
|>e£lation,  even  in  the  feeble  that  look  up  to  him  and 
tely  upon  him.  At  prefeht  thou  art  ftill  a  child  i 
-hereafter,  if  thou  only  retain  the  fimplicityof  achild^ 
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thou  \dlt  arrive  at  manhood,  and  perform  manly  ac- 
tions, fuch  actions  as  I  have  perfontied. 

Doft  thou  feel  appetites  within  thee,  which  none 
of  all  the  things  that  furround  thee  arc  able  to  ap^ 
peafe  or  to  fatiate ;  oh  leaxn^  from  thence,  that  ^ou 
art  not  made  for  this  world  alone ;  that  greater  capa- 
cities, and  nobler  faculties,  than  belong  to  the  courfe 
of  this  terreftrial  life,  lie  hid  within  thee.  Direfl:  diy 
afpirations  to  God  and  to  futurity ;  let  the  love  of  truth, 
of  virtue,  of  God,  of  man,  pervade  and  poffefs  thy 
heart,  Thefe  are  goods  and  bleflings  that  are  wor- 
thy of  thy  moft  flrenuous  efforts,  that  will  employ 
all  thy  faculties  and  powers,  that  leave  neither  re- 
pugnance nor  difguft,  nor  languor  nor  fatkty,  be- 
hind them.  Fight  manfully  then  againfl  pleafurc 
and  paflion.  The  prize  that  awaits  thee  is  worth  the 
conflid.  Whoever  here  contends  and  conquers  with 
me,  fhall  reign  hereafter  with  me :  he  that  lofes  his 
life,  or  any  thing  elfe,  for  my  fake,  fhall  find  it 
again. 

-Does  the  confcioufnefs  of  thy  paft  fins  and  failings 
difturb  thee,  doft  thou  dread  the  difpleafure  and  the 
punifliment  of  4:he  judge  of  the  world  :  then  accept 
the  glad  tidings  he  commiflioned  me  to  announce  to 
finful  man.  Accept  them,  and  rejoice  that  God,  thy 
.  Ibvereign  and  thy  judge,  is  alfo  thy  father  ;  that  he 
is  gracious  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great 
goodnefs  j  that  he  forgives  the  repentant  and  return- 
ing finner  all  his  fms,  remits  his  pumflin\ent,  reftorcs 
him  to  his  once  flighted  favour,  and  will  grant  him 
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grace  for  juftice.  To  affure  thee  thereof  he/ent  me 
upon  the  earth.  Sin  is  done  away  by  obedience  to 
my  precepts  5  by  following  my  injunftions,  iniquity 
is  remembered  no  more;  reconcilement  bet\^een^ 
God  and  ms^n  is  thus  procured  by  me.  Only  beware 
of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin ;  refcue  tbyfelf  more  and 
more  from  its  ihamefiil  dominion ;  maihtain  Ay  re- 
ga&ied  freedom  J  redouble  thy  zeal  in  goodnefs  j 
devote  thyfelf  by  gratitude  and  love  to  thy  gracious 
benefeflkor  and  patron^  and  be  faithful  unto  tie  end  j 
and  then  fliall  thy  former  tranfgreffions  be  remem- 
bered no  ihore,  and  their  ruinous  confequences  fhdi 
be  removed  for  ever* 

Art  thoii  apt  at  times  fo  be  ftdggered  at  the  fight 
of  fo  feenndngly  perplexed  a  fcene  of  things  a^  the 
prefent  ftate  affords,  and  the  diverfity  6f  mifery  that 
prevails  among  mankind?  Quiet  thy  mind  in  the 
confideriKtibn  of  the  pircntal  providence  and  love  of 
ihjr  heavenly  father,  whofe  thoughts  and  *^ays  are  as 
far  above  thy  thoughts  and  ways  as  the  heavens  are 
aboVe  the  earth-  Leave, it  to  him  how  the  world 
and  mankind  fliould  be  governed^  and  the  ends  of 
his  creation  obtained  j  and  be  affurcd  that  his  pur- 
pofes  will  not  fail,  and  that  his  ultimate  end  is  no-' 
thing  but  Ijeiffeftion  and  happinefsv  Jtidge  not  by 
that  fpan  of  fpace,  by  that  moment  of  time,  which 
thou  art  enabled  to  furvey  2  extend  thy  comprehen- 
fion^  if  thou  canft,  to  the  whole^  and  let  thy  niihd 
expatiate  in  eternity ;  and  doubt  not  but  all  will  be 
fooner  br  later  unraveled,  conformably  to  the  laws 
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ctf  fdNrAf^  ^Wifttoih  tod  goodrtefs.  Hte,,  the  fiip- 
n*i«ly  Wife,  tlw  fttpremely  good,  cothpf  ehendi  the 
li^hekj  he  dari  produte  light  oiit  of  dairktiefs,  alid 
tatft  fev6iry  eVil  itife  ^  l&uit^  of  joy. 

Dbe^,  ift  fllorti  the  great  uncertainty  atidhiftal^tjr 
df  nil  earthly  atid  feftfible  things  alarm  thee,  difturb 
thy  rfeft ;  oh  Idrfn  td  efteeni  thofe  things  as  only  %hat 
they  Really  zti ;  atid  trhile  thou  feefl:  that  the  Wdrid,. 
^ith  its  jJldafut^,  is  JidTing  away^  neter  forget  that  h6 
ijirho  doth  the  \triil  of  God  abideth  fot  evef .  T^ievQt 
fbf-get  thslt  thf  fpirit  is  itilmortal,  and  that  ah  un* 
ehaiigeablcj  utid^cayiiig,  and  llicorruptibte  heritage 
is  allotted  thee  in  heaven.  Soar  above  this  tranfienc 
Jketie  of  vatiity^  and  confider  thyfelf  Is  a  deniaieh  of 
thfe  fiitujre  city  of  God,  which  has  firtu  fotmdktidm, 
ixiA  whi(:h  Is  thy  tiHe^  thy  permanetit  cotarttry.  thu? 
does  Jefus  iy^ire^ith.  reft  and  content  the  ni»iwhc( 
feefei  fhein  of  him :  thus  does  he  fupply  all*  the  walrti 
6f  bur  heart :  thUfe  does  he  give  us  likewife  in  dA 
tfefpeft  life,  ahd  greAter  abiuid^ce  of  it. 

Courage  and  aWlity  in  goddncfs  is  a  third  ^nd  no 
lefs  urgtent  Vant  of  the  thinking  man.  Unlefe  thif 
be  (bppiied,  how  can  he  be  c^ontentfed  and  happy? 
He  Is  feiifible  oiF  powers,  Various  aftive  poimn^ 
within  him.  But  how  and  to  what  end  fhail  he  apply 
them  ?  What  fhall  he  hope  to  exec^td  with  tfeerti? 
Can  he,  or  will  he^  difcomfit  his  Welfeirf^  4:(mqurf 
his  dependance  on  fenfible  tlnngs^  and  oveTc^HSd 
himfelf  ?  Is  not  virtue  tpo  exalted  foi-  Afe  reach  of 
Ws  faculties  ?    Is  fce  not  probably  defigned  for  bd^  . 

ings 
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vDigs  qF a  Superior  order  to  man?  U  &£  not  rather 
a  daughter  of  iieaireii  ili%n  the  o&pripg  ^of  eardi  ? 
As  many  powers  as  he  feels  hipiCelf  to  poflefs,  lb 
many  obftad^  and  diifficukids  does  he  meet  ivith  in 
hisend0avou!rsto4ife4hem.  Rdpeflablc  aod  ycaer*- 
able  ^e  tiie  diSa^  of  reafon^  yet  importunate  and 
aliuiing  are  die  requifitioas  of  ^Ceofe..  For  .eicery  in- 
citem^  he  perceIves^Qn  pne  hand  to  ^x^dnels,  i^e 
fees  a  temptaiion  and  inducement  oa  the  other  to 
xevii.  Who  c{m  proceed  ki  fo  iffippery  a  padi  vndi 
finm  and  vigoipus  Aeps  ?  Who  can  Sam  >coiiftdent 
and  fj^cur-e  anudft  eneimes  and  dangers?  Who 
dares  iet  i&e^t^  to  item  4^  inipetuofity  of  a  tor- 
rent?   . 

T%e  chriftian dares  andis jfete to  deit.  fe4!his *e- 
ipeO:  atfo  Jefus  rives  him  4ife,  and'moce.8Amn4^<fy« 
With  Mm  ilew  fpintusfl  .Ufe  i&  cbme^omlieav^to 
€MlIh. '  Feeble,  tcw^id^  and  Aead^  as^hemond  woiM 
appeared  before  his  birth,  it  acquired  a  frefliaOavifty, 
A  ndbler  He,  hy  Ms  dd^iiie,  by  *he  movkig  of  4& 
fphk  within  it.  Abandoned  and  wf^e  a^  #ic  way 
ef^irtuefead  long  formerly  been,  becairie^Aorns  and 
4Miars  dioafced  ^  its  imfrequ^ated  ^thfS,  or  4»n- 
-ceaied  them  wJl§i  impenetrable  ^lade :  many  a  tra- 
veller now  walks  t^hem  witli  ^tisfa£ii(Hi.and  delight; 
5€!fus  has  /dk^yed  4bem  for  lus  followers,  <m^  the 
brooked  fit^t^  aM  iShie  l^ugh  places  ptein.  JSe  be* 
<amfe  a  light-to<iur  feet  and  a  laaiteMi^oour-pisdifc^ 
—  Follow,  Adh,^  'o  thou  »that  afpireft  after  freedom 
^aiKi  Vi9^ue;*^vi^  <^i9)eft  to  &|tf  abovefi^fble  things^ 
-  z  3  and 
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and  to  become  thoroughly  wife  and  good;   onfy 
fdiow  die  guidance  of  Jefiis,  folloMr  hi$  example, 
tread  in  his  footfteps,  become  and  be  a  chrifUan  with 
all  thy  heart.      This  will  infpirg  ih^  with.  fire0i 
powew,  and  animate  thee  with  hjBw  lifej    Thou  wilt 
learn  to  feel  the  dignity  pf  nun,  th^  dignity  pf  a 
chriftian ;   and  this  fiMitiinent  will  never  allow  thee 
to  be  deficient  in  courage  and  ability  to  goodnefs. 
Thou  wilt  learn  to  love  God,  and  to  love  manland : 
and  this  love  will  make  all  things  eafy  to  thjse,  every 
duty  a  delight.     Chrift  will  live  and  govern  in  thee  j 
Jus  mind,  his  fpirit  will  dired  thee,  and  through  him 
thou  canft  do  all  things.     His  brilliant  ^ejcample  will 
pt  ever  before  thine  eyes,  conftantly  alluring  thee  tp 
imitati9n,  zt^d  warning  thee  of  every  devious  and 
pbliqu.e  way ;  and  while  tl^pu  kcf^  the  traces  of  h^ 
.  fieps  ,b^ore  thee,  thou  wilt  pu|f ue  thy  courfe  in  coji- 
fidence  and  iafety.     The  afTurance  pf  his  fupport, 
this  copCdo^fnefs  of  his  approbation,  the  generous 
ambition  pf  /^er  xefembli^g  him  nearer,  and  thereby 
]:^o^lMlg  Cfii^Ie  of  ever  greater  felicity,  will  never 
allcwy  thee  tp  jbe  feint  or  fatigued  in  the  following  of 
bim.     His  i»'on^feji  will  ftrpngthen  thee,  the  vid(»^s 
crpwn  he  holds  put  to  thee  at  the  end  of  thy  courfe, 
will  fliiAe  upo^  thee  in  a|l  jts  radiance,  and  the  glor 
tJous  profpeiSts  he  opens  ft>  tbiee  in  futurity,  will  en* 
courage  thee  to  vanquilh  every  difficulty,  firmly  W 
biave  ^le  hardest  con^i^,  and  to  perievere  unto  tlvo 
end.    Yqs,  the  fei^  of  the  cftriftian  pvercomes  the 
world }  conquers  all  oppofition ;  is  an  inexhaiifUble 
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iburceoffpititual  life  and  fpiritual  vigour.  So  cer- 
tainly as  thou  allowed  thyfelf  to  be  thoroughly  ani- 
^us^ed  by  the  fpirit  of  cfariflianity  and  to  be  guided 
by  its  precepts,  fo  certainly  wik  thou  be  thoroughly 
free,  thoroughly  virtuous,  and  become  as  perfeft  as 
a  human  creature  can  be. 

Comfort  in  afflidions ;  who  can  deny  this  a  place 
among  the  wants  of  mankind  i  Who  has  not  often 
felt  how  great,  how  prefling  it  is  ?  For  who  has  not 
often  fuflfered,  and  eamefHy  looked  around  him  for 
reBreihment  and  conrfort?  Widiout  fuffering  no 
man  has  ever  yet  completed  his  earthly  courfe.  To 
be  frail  and  mortal,  and  to  live  among  merely  frail 
and  mortal  creatures  and  things,  and  to  keep  free 
from  all  fufferings,  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  The 
very  enjoyments  of  this  life  are,  for  the  mpft  part,  fo 
interwoven  witjb  fufferings,  that  they  icannot  be  purely 
poffeffed.  And  how  infinitely  diverfified  are  they ! 
Inward  and  outward  fufferings;  fufferings  of  thi. 
mind;  fufferings  of  the  body  j  fufferings  of  affeaicm;; 
fufferings  of  fricndihip  j  fufferings  of  virtue.  And 
how  rapidly  do  they  ^ot  fucceed  each  other  t*  How 
odfiten  do  they  not  increafe  m  numbers  and  in  bitter- 
nefs !  And  what  can  alleviate  the  burden  of  t|iem 
to  me  ?  What  can  teach  me  to  bear  them  with  fe- 
renity  and  fortitude?  What  can  give  me  comfort 
;and  confidence  when  I  fuffer  want  j  when  I  labour 
imder  pain  j  when  fo  many  attacks  are  made  upon 
my  welfare  and  my  pleafures ;  when  oppreffed  by 
cares  and  forrows ;  wljen  in  confli£l  with  fuch  ob- 
z  4  ftacles 
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ftad^  and  contradidions ;  when  I  i^l  i^  my  tell 
defignsj  and  cannot  enjoy  the  fruit  rf  taf  vktu^j 
)a7ken  my  friends  forfake  me,  my  J^owefs  decayi,  ai4 
the  mfirmkies  ^  agis  bear  bard  VLpoti  me?  Can  t 
f^cpeOt  affiftance  from  mankind,  ^o  are  ^  feeble  y 
myfelf  ?  Can  riches,  or  honoung,  or  (Bffipation*,  ot 
ft  fpkndid  luxurious  Mfe^  aflbage  my  psonit  md  heal 
^y  tvoiftidfe^  Or  can  I  be  relieved  by  the  fi^  of 
fikth  nntahtt^  df  the  tohappy,  who  luflfer  ps  mi^tti 
lie  lAyfel^  or  eVen  m6!ie  tlisai  I  ? 

N(S  fey  chriftian  brother^  this  is  what  Ji^^,  the 
tbmforttt'  from  heaven,  alone  clan  do.  He,  1^ 
IrfmfeliFendUred  fo  mudh^,  was  mkde  J^rfeft  througfe 
ftiflfeiihgs,  tr)A  by  l\llfertn»gs  «nter^  ted  Ws  gloiry. 
He  knOSkrs  the  affli^yohs  of  human  natuffe,  h6  hai 
teidergoile  them  himfelf,  has  thus  dignified  tfeem,  s^d 
j^veh  thiem  a  quite  altered  afped.  He  can,  he  v^ 
ronfole^thee  ;.  will  in  this  tefpefl:  Kkewife  ^ve  die^ 
^,  and  more  abtmdanily .  Accept  hisoffered  comTort, 
attd  \et  hhn  revivfe  tfiy  Wounded  heart,  Teftwe  thjr 
i^tA.  Even  fiifferings,  ^e  fays  to  thee,  fcome  frorti 
tJod ;  are  ordinances  2tnA  d^[]fenfatic^s  oiF  thy  fethfeir  ^ 
in  W^^ien ;  and  whatever  fie,  the  M-i«rife,  Ae  Afi? 
l:)ountiful  ordains,  ^h^  he,  thy  father,  appoints  fot 
"Aefe,  lis  good,  and  mtrft  atid  will  kdvancfe  tlhy  we^oe, 
^leadily  tirould  he  fpaTe  thee  *and  kH  4iis  children 
lipon  ekrth,  from  forrows,  had  be  toot  in  view  to  ex- 
trcSle  tmd  improve  and  ti*aih  tbee  and  them  to  a  fii- 
ptn(yr  Kffe.  Readily  would  'he  grant  you  piire  de- 
lights, and  let  all  things  ^  Accordix^  to  your  wife, 

if 
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5f  you  were  alresidy  capable  of  bearing  fuch  fuccefs. 
H^<:ha(lens^  he  proves^  he  exercifes  you,  becaufe  te 
loves  yott^  and  b(2<^ufe  his  love  embraces  ail  yotflr 
Ibrtunes  and  provides  for  your  future  welfcire  as  weH 
las  fbr  the  prefent.  The  path  <rf  forrow  k,  indeed, 
H  dafk  and  rugged  iwty  j  but  it  leads  to  perfeflioa 
and  hip^nefe  iiuch  lis  firmly  and  prudently  purfue 
•it.  £ven  filff^n^s  &rt  benefit,  xnrhen  God  infliias 
l^em  on  hife  ^rhildrem,  to  teach  them^Jbedience,  for- 
titude, and  fafth.  Even  fu&i^gs,  lo  fuch  -as  ptfS- 
^aitly  endure,  and  wifely  ufe  them;  fooafer  >or  iater 
become  a  fource  of  bleiRng.  What  tfcey  tiow  fow 
in  tears,  thi^  fliall  hereafter  re&p  in  joy.  '  The  Xvi- 
lerings  <rf*tM8  prefent  time  are  not  xvorthy  to'be  <x!>m- 
pared  wJth  the  glory  that  AaH  hereafter  beTwesdefl 
pi  MS.  No ;  bear^  toAire,  futfer  without  repinmg, 
with  fiKal  refignation,  tvhat  thy  felher  in  heaven  calk 
^ee  to  bear,  to  endure,  and  to  fuffen  He  luiost^ 
thy  wants  attd  thy  powers,  and  €Very  burden  he  lays 
^pon  tfeee  is  proportionate  to  Aem.  He  knows  to 
^hat  he  has  afppointed  tJieem  his  kingdom,  and  at 
,'prefent  intends  to  prepitre  and  fit  thee  for  it.  Look 
'^cintd  me,  fays  Jefiis  to  -his  corfeflbrs,  l66k  unto  me> 
thy  leader  and  gdfde.  Bcaa-  jtaid  fitfer,  a^  I  have 
^bomc  and  fuffet^d ;  fi^bt  the  conoids  which  I  haw 
'fought,  and  in  ti^hJch  fo  many  of  my  followers  bave 
iuccefsftiHy  ftrfven.*  The  end  of  thy  way  will  be 
^ure,  cxsflted  blife,  the  prize  tf  thy  vi£k)ry  w31  be 
ieminertt  glory  and  honour.  And  what  can  infpiie 
"lis  with  tonrfbrt  in  forrows,  if^uch  promifes  and  fuch 
profpcfts  are  finable  t6  do  it  ? 

Hope, 
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Hope^^.a  furc  and  certain  hope  for  foturity,  is  ano- 
ther want  of  num,  which  it  is  uncommonly  necefiary 
lor  him  to  fupply*  The  more  tranfitory  the  prefent, 
the  flK)rter  and  more  uncertain  his  duration  here : 
the  more  ileadily  mufl  he  direct  his  eyes  and  his 
defires  towards  futurity^  the  lefs  indifferent  can  he  be 
concerning  whfit  he  has  jhere  to  hope  for  or  to  fear. 
That^  fpone r  or  later,  to-day  or  to-morrow,  all  out- 
ward vifible  thingis  will  vaniih  away  to  hitQ).  aiul  be 
6wk  in  the  profounded  obfcurity  of  night ;  that, 
Iboner  oi  later,  to-day  or  to-morrow,  his  riches,  his 
diftin&ion39  his  honours,  his  power,  his  beauty,  his 
beakh^  his  life,  all  that  he  is  and  pofleffes  as  an  in« 
habitant  of  this  world,  muft  be  loft  to  him  i  that, 
fconer  or  later,  to-day  or  to-morrow,  a  dark  and 
lonely  grave  will  inclofe  his  body,  and  di^blve  it  into 
duft  I  that,  fooner  or  laier,  to-day  or  to-morrow,  he 
will  <juit:  this  world,  with  all  its  glories  and  all  its 
joy^,  and  paf^  into  a  quite  different,  to  him  an  un- 
known ftate :  this  he  knows,  tliis  he  feels ;  this 
every  pain  declares,  every  infirmity,  every  ficknefs, 
the.  ;dq)arture  of  every  acquaintance  and  friend, 
every  ftroke  of  the  paffing-bell,  every  open  grave, 
cyety  tcwnl),  every  church-yard  hillodc,.  with  an  ii^- 
caeflknt  voice.  And  where  is.  the  man  whom  thip 
doeg  not  aie£t,  does  not  plunge  into  deep  refledion, 
doe$:  not  frequently  alarm,  with  concern  and  doubt! 

Is  then  this  night  to  laft  for  ever  ?  Are  all  thefe 
beauties  and  fatisfaftions  to  vanifti  from  my  eyes  for 
ever  ?  Am  I  to  lofe  them  all  entirely,  and  for  ever, 
and  to  be  made  amends  for  my  lofs  by  nothing  f 

Am 
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j&ini,  then,  wholly  duft  ?  Is  this  vifionaiy  life  my 
"whole  exigence  ?  Do  I  totally  ceafe  ta  be^wbcn  laf 
body  ccafes  to  move,  and  the  blood  to  flow  in  my 
V£i|is?  And,  if  that  which  new  thinks  and  ads. 
within  me  furvive-thediflblution  of  my  body,  what 
will  be  my  portion  then  ?  Into  what  region  of  all 
the  immenfity  of  fpace  fliall  I  be  tranfported  ?  Who 
will  be  there  my  conduftor?  What  joys,  or  what 
fufierings,  what  recompences,  await  me  there  ?  How 
is.  the.prefent  connected  with  the  future  ?  Oh,  who 
can  difpel  this  darknels  from  before  my  eyes ;  who 
otII  folve  thefe  doubts?  Who  will  give  me  that 
light  and  certainty,  without  which  I  cwnot  here  be 
iatigfied? 

This  alio,  my  diriflian  brother,  this  alfo  can  Jefus 
^,  and  will ;  be  who  promifes  to  give  thee  life,  and 
«iore  abundantly.  Even  this  thy  want  he  power- 
£ally  Aipplies,  the  conqueror  of  death  and  the  grave, 
the  reftorer  of  life  and  felicity.  Autheiitically  to 
xe30y  thee  of  this,  God  lent  him  from  heaven  upon 
die  earth,  to  die  upon  the  crofs,  and  to  rife  agson 
..frxnn  the  idead.  f  ^  I,  &ys  he,  I  am  the  refurredion 
and  the  H&  4  he  that  beUeveth  in  me,  ihall  not  die 
eternally  i-^  he  ikdlpafs  through  die  gate  and  grave 
ef  deadi  to  a  better  life.  No ;  this  life  is  not  the 
^hole  of  thy  apfaioimment ;  it  is  only  the  firft,  the 
loweft  ftep  of  thy  exiftence.  No ;  thou  art  not 
wholly  duft ;  thy  ipirit  is  of  divine  defiant,  it  is  im- 
inortal,  will  rife  above  the  duft,  and  need  not  dread 
iComiption.    No ;  the  ni^^t  ^;it  furroutids  thee  in 

death. 
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dtsAi^  ^fviU  not  'eternally,  i^  not  IcHig  endure ;  t&e 
VKirn'wiU  iconie,  and  a  glocious  day  ariie.    No; 
die  Io&  'diou  fiifferdd  tbea  i&not  kreparable,  the 
fiiends  thou  then  wilt  lole  are  not  for  ever  loft ;  in- 
finitely niore  joys  and  bieflings  await  tliee  in  the  fix- 
tore  world,  thxit  thou  couldft  enjoy  in  tbe  preCe^. 
•  Tberefbce  iflusdder  not  thou  at  the  prefenoe  of  deadi, 
tremble  XKft  them  at  the  graise,  be  nor  thou  difmoyed 
Btthe  darknefe aiKi  gk>om  of ihevaileybf  tht&Adov 
«f  d^th,  nor  at  VfhaX  mil  be  the  poition  of  thy  be- 
ckagefor  ev^»    Be  l^udifid  to  (iodand  to  thy  duty ; 
duD^and  live  oonilamly  aa  befits  a  rfaniftjan :  2nd 
j&ea  will  thy  deatibbe  aipaflage  into  a;better,  afupe- 
libr  life ;  then  wilt  thou,  with  confidence,  fee  before 
&ek  the  Tefurredion  of  die  dead ;  then  w3t  ihoa 
enter  the  abcwlc  where  thy  chief,  Ay  lord.  Ay  re- 
deemer is,  and  take  part  in  his  gbfy;  a^  h^is^ 
.vm  is  Ay  forecinfor  and  ^nide,  iwiB  alfi>  be  Ay  lea- 
iler  Arough  the  valley  of  cfeaA,  Ay  guide  for  efeer- 
•laty.    There  wik  Aou  reap  Ae  ihiit  of  jevery  .gad 
AoH^t  acid  a&iQn,  and  a  conftantly  inci^afing  per- 
feiSion  and  happmeis  will  be  Ae  reward  of  Ay  fide- 
Mty^  '  What  hopes,  vHm  prafpe£ks, my  dear  b::ethrffl! 
Jkoiinitred  by  tbcfe^  Jhow  configfently  may  we  meet 
iiittiritiy  =5   /How  calm  and  refigned  behodd  all  that  is 
lofible  'and  esuthly,   changing,  revolving,  finidng 
^fc^nce,  and  vanifliing  away ! 

ThiiS'  ai«fe  all  otir  wants  fupplied  by  Jefos.  Thus 
4&  we  find  Ught  to  our  underftandirig,  reft  for  our 
^heart,  courage  and  aWlity  to  gopdnefs,  ^ccBf^Drt  in 
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forrow,  hope  in  futurity ;  thus  do  we  find  life  and 
more  abundantly  with  him.  Thus  does  he  free  us 
from  every  kind  of  mifery,  and  lead  us  to  the  highelt 
felicity  whereof  we  are  capable.  Oh  let  us,  then, 
rejoice  in  him  and  his  advent  into  the  world  and  his 
great  bufinefe  on  earth ;  let  us  adhere  firmly  to  him, 
and  refign  ourfdvcs  intirely  to  his  guidance  and  di- 
redion]  Replete  wfth  aflfeftion  and  gratitucie,  let 
us  draw  from  the  fources  of  knowledge,  of  wifdom, 
of  virtue,  which  he  haS  opened  to  us.  They  are  no 
Ids  pure  than  inexhauftible.  **  He  that  driofceth  of 
this  water  fhall  not  thirft  for  ever.**  He  that  draws 
from  thefe  fources,  vnll  draw  joy  and  felicity,  both 
for  the  prefent  and  the  future  life.  Oh  may  we  all 
do  fo,  and  thus  afluage  our  thirft  after  truth  and 
certainty,  after  pfeace  of  mind,  perfection  and  fefi- 
city! 

Advinf-ftmday^  1781. 
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The  Value  of  Chriftianityy  in  regatd  of  the  Genefd 
Adnjantage  it  has  procured  to  Mankirulj  andJHH 
frocures* 


/^  GOD,  our  moft  loving  and  beneficent  father^ 
^^  what  a  joyful  falutary  event  calls  us  this  daj 
into  thy  prefence !  Of  what  benefits,  of  what  ad- 
vantages, of  what  bleflings  and  comforts  of  the  pre* 
fent  and  of  the  future  life  does  it  not  remind  us  I 
Yes,  the  commemoration  of  the  nativity  of  Jefus  ini 
the  world,  and  his  great  work  on  earth,  is  the 
commemoration  of  our  deliverance  and  otir  felicity  i 
the  commemoration  of  the  happieft  revolution  that 
ever  took  place  in  the  ftate  of  mankind  hi  genera!,* 
and  alfo  in  our's !  Yes,  that  light  which  firft  Ihone 
upon  the  world  at  the  rifing  of  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  lightens  and  rejoices  even  us  f  The  comfort 
and  the  hope  which  this  great  benefador  by  his 
dodrine  difiufed  among  mortals  refreib  and  reftore 

even 
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tvcn  US  1  Even  among  us  has  virtue  acquired  nu- 
merous votaries  by  this  its  grand  promoter !  Yes^ 
by  him  we  enjoy  as  men  and  as  chriftians,  innume* 
rable  advantages  of  which  otheriwife  we  (hould  be 
deftitute,  and  of  which  we  could  not  be  deftitute 
without  being  wretched !  Now  we  know  thee,  our 
Creator "  and  Father;  we  know  thy  gracious,  thy 
^ompafSonate  difpofitions  towards  mankind;  we 
know  the  way  that  leads  to  thee  and  to  fupreme  feli- 
city. Now  we  need  not  wander  in  the  dark  maze& 
of  fupesrftition  or  doubt,  but  may  fulfil  our  deftina- 
tion  on  ftrait  and  luminous  paths.  Now  we  are  de- 
ficient neither  in  motive  nor  ability  to  do  good,  and 
by  doing  good  to  attain  to  the  perfeftion  of  which' 
thou  haft  made  us  capable.  Now  we  have  grounds 
enough  for  tranquillizing  ourfelves  in  life  and  in 
death.  Oh  .happy  we,  that  thou  haft  fo  highly 
favoured  us  in  thy  fon  Jefus,  that  thou  haft  bleiTed 
us  through  him  with  fuch  various  and  ineftimable 
benefits!  Thanks,  heartfelt  eternal  thanks  be  to 
thee,  the  Gracious,  the  Merciful,  for  this  proof  of 
thy  grace  and  love !  How  far  does  it  not  exceed  all 
oiur  deferts,  all  oUr  expedations !  How  h^py  arc 
we  not  thereby  become,  and  how  much  happier  may 
we  not  ftill  be !  Ah  let  us  never  forget  it  j  let  none 
of  us  receive  thy  grace  in  vain ;  let  us  rather  feel 
the  whole  worth  of  the  benefits  which  thy  goodn^s 
has  coziferred.  upon  us ;  let  us  ftudy  to  underftand 
their  migmtude,  their  intiniate  connexion  witb  our 
faappincfi  ever  more  and  more  by  our  own  ^xpen^ 
if  ence. 
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c»ce,  aad  fo  conftajttly  to  ufe  them,  as  is  cwdFprrti 
^It  to  thy  vnH  and  our  falvaiiQn.  Blefe  to  that  iad 
the  mcditatiojis  we  are  now  about  to  ent^  on  c^ 
cermog  the  timgt  that  rdate  to  our  peace,  9Qd  tet 
ifaem  fill  ui  with  pious  gratitude  ajad  joy.  AU  t)m 
we.  imploi^  of  thee  in  the  name  of  thy  fon  o\xt 
^oiour,  ai^  in  fiiH  confidence  addrefs  thee  fartbtf 
in hi$  words:     Ourfether,  &c. 


2  COR,  V.    ip 
Old  Aing^  arc  paft  away ;  behold,  ^H  thing?  lure  become  nctfrf  *» 

'VX TE  all  rejoice  in  the  advantages  accruing  to  ut 
^  ^  from  the  appearance  of  Jefus  among  men, 
and  his  great  work  upon  earth.  Why  otherwife 
are  wc  wont  to  celebrate  the  feftival  of  his  birth; 
why  hail  this  day .  more  gbdly  than  others  ?  Offlf 
joy  is  undoubtecUy  very  proper  and  becomii^;  it 
refts  upon  ijie  moil:  foUd  foimdations,  cm  evdits 
fi]^rktively  defiireaWe  and  joyful.  Butt  is  our  joy 
likewiie  rsrtionid  ?  Do  we  know,  do  we  rightly  coo^ 
iider  what  a  bleffed  influence  (^riftiamty  has  had 
and  ^1  has  ^m  our  vrdthrcy  and  ii^  getex^  on  the 
wel&re  c^  ihankind ;  ^xyi  is  tSiis  the  reuTon  ^at  the 

eon- 
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fednfideration  of  the  birth  of  Jefiis,  the  founder  of 
tchriftianity,  is  fo  joyful  to  us  ?  —  I  fhall  endeavour^ 
iny  pious  hearers,,  to  advance  this  knowledge,  and 
|>roniote  thefe  refleftions  in  you,  by  my  prefent  dif* 
courfe,  and  thus  render  more  rational  and  lirely  th^ 
joy  the  return  of  this  feftival  excites.  We  are  na* 
turally  furnifhed  with  an  occafion  hereto  by  the 
Words  of  our  text*  '*  Old  things  are  J>aft  away,*^ 
ikys  the  apoftle,  **  behold,  all  things  are  become 
new.**  Judaifm,  would  he  fay,  judaifm,  with  all 
its  burdenfome  ordinances  and  ceremonies,  is  fuper* 
feded  by  the  chrifUan  doftrine  j  the  wall  of  fepara^ 
tion 'between  the  jews  and  heathens  is  broken  do^nj 
Ghriftianity  has  produced  a  great  and  happy  revolu- 
tion in  the  fentiments,  in  the  manners,  in  the  religion 
and  worihip,  in  the  whole  ftate  of  mankind  j  it  has 
Contributed  much  to  the  advancement  of  their  per- 
ie£tion  and  happinefs.  Let  us,  therefore,  from 
thefe  words,  confider  the  general  advantage  that 
diriftianity  has  procured  to  the  human  face  in 
geiieral,  and  ftill  procures ;  advantages  which  even 
tliey  who  deny  or  doubt  of  the  divine  origin  of  the 
chriftian  dodnnes,  mxift  allow  to.be  highly  valuable 
to.d  important. 

We  may  reduce  tihefe  advantages  to  four  chief 
heads.  The  firft  concerns  knowledge  j  the  fecond 
virtue;  the  third  peace  of  mindj  and  the  fourth, 
tJxe  outward  wdfare  of  mankind. 

Firft,  the  culture  of  the  human  mind  and  thd 
kxwwledge  of  truth  in  general,  has  been  improved 
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and  more  diffufed  by  chriftianity  among  mankind* 
As  chriftianity  does  not,  like  the  old  heathen  re- 
ligions, confift  in  celebrations  and  ceremonies,  iil^ 
folenmities  and  facrifices,  but  in  do£hines  and' moral 
precepts ;,fo  muft  it  neceffarily  have  excited  man- 
kind, by  degrees,  to  more  refleftion  on  invifible,  in- 
telleftual  and  moral  objeds,  on  their  nature  and 
end,  on  their  mutual  relation  and  connedHon  with 
each  other,  on  what  they  are  at  prefent,  and  what  they 
jnay  be  and  become  hereafter ;  and  thefe  refledkions 
muft,  by  degrees,  have  fpread  themfelves  among  all 
tanks  and  conditions  of  men,  whereas,  till  then^ 
they  were  left  only  to  the  wife,  as  they  were  called, 
f  By  this  means  the  culture  of  the  human  mind  in 
general  has  been  very  much  promoted,  and  vnll  in 
courfe  of  time  continue  to  be  more  fo,  as  mankind 
proceed  to  perceive  how  far  chriftianity  is  from 
enfeebling  the   rights  of  foimd  reafon,  and  how 
favourable  it  is,   on  the  contrary,  to  the  free  in- 
veftigation  of  truth.     By  this  means  many  precepts 
of  wifdom,  many  kinds  of  knowledge,  which  were 
formerly  looked  upon  as  the  peculiar  property  of  the 
philofophers,  are  already  incorporated  into  the  general 
mafs  of  human  knowledge ;  and  thus,  by  degrees, 
all  that  is  ufeful  and  good  bf  this  kind,  together 
with  the  peculiar  doftrines  of  religion,  will  be  a 
known  and  ferviceable  treafure  to  every  man,  and 
be  delivered  and  accepted  by  every  man  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  difleminating  and  acquiring  wifdom  and 
knowledge.    Thus  touch,  however,  is  certain,  that, 
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toiongi  none  of  the  heathen  nations,  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  not  excepted,  were  there  fuch  numbers  of 
perfons,  of  all  ranks,  who  reflefted  fo  much  on 
their  moft  important  concerns,  on  God  and  religion, 
on  morality  and  virtue,  on  the  end  of  their  exiftenc€ 
and  their  immortality,  and  by  reflexion  proceeded 
fo  far,  as  among  the  chriftians;  and,  for  this  extm^ 
ordinary  phenomenon,  I  know  of  no  confiftent  rea* 
fon  to  be  given,  but  chriftianity  itfelf.  I  will  not 
deny,  that,  confidered  as  a  predominant  religion,  at 
certain  times  it  has  been  as  great  an  impediment 
to  refleflion  and  liberal  inquiry  as  heathenifm ;  and 
that,  at  times,  it  has  confided,  in  regard  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  its  profeffors,  in  a  blind  implicit  belief* 
Bat  I  fpeak  at  prefent  of  the  advantages  we  owe  to 
chriftianity,  confidered  at  large ;  and  if  it  has  not, 
at  all  times,  and  always  in  the  fame  degree,  beeii 
produftive  of  them  by  the  fault  of  nxankind,  yet 
they  ftill  fubfifted,  and  it  is  imdeniable  that  we  are 
at  prefent  greatly  indebted  for  them  to  its  falutary 
influence*  « 

Let  it  not  be  faid  that  we  are  chiefly  obliged  to 
the  writings  of  the  antient  fages  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  the  more  general  publication  of  them, 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind,  and  the-  pro* 
grefs  human  knowledge  has  made.  If  we  examine 
the  matter  thoroughly,  we  fliall  find  that  even  the 
benefits  we  have  obtained  from  that  quarter,  and 
ftill  may  obtain,  are  all  owing  to  chriftianity*  I  de* 
cry  not  the  writings  of  thefe  antient  fages :  I  am  fen- 
AA  a  fible 
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fiblc  to  the  beautiful,  the  true,  and  the  good  they 
containi  But  what  has  preferved  thefe  writings  t6 
us,  and  put  them  in  our  hands  ?  Was  it  not  chrifti* 
iunity  that  preferved  them  for  us^  and,  as  it  were^ 
gave  us  them  afrefli?  How  happened  it  that  the . 
languages  wherein  thefe  writings  are  compofed,  and 
which  were  no  longer  fpoken  any  where,  vrett 
ftudied  and  purfued,  but  becaufc  the  worfhip  of 
feverd  chriftians  was  performed  in  them,  and  be- 
caufe  they  were  the  languages  of  their  facftd  books? 
Had  it  not  been  for  this,  would  they  not,  Iflte  many 
other  antieiit  languages,  which  |ure  only  known  to 
us  by  their  names,  have  feUen  into  total  oblivion^ 
and,  witfi  the  treafures  of  wifdom  Aey  ccmtain, 
have  become  a  prey  to  all^evouring  time? 

But  if  chriftianity  has  been  fevourable  to  Ae  4d- 
Tancement  of  human  knowledge  in  gerteral,  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  of  religion  in  particular  has 
been  much  more  benefited  by  it*  How  widely  m 
not  die  important  doflrine  of  the  eternity  df  God 
diffeminated  among  mankind  by  chriftianity!  Not 
only  all  chrifKans  of  every  feft  and  denoniination, 
.  but  even  all  mohammedans,  who  inhaiw  fo  €(«• 
fiderable  a  part  of  the  earth,  and  are  probably  fliB 
more  numerous  than  Ae  chriftians,  tire  indebted  for 
thOT  belief  of  one  true  God,  Aat  firft  principle  of 
all  true  religion,  to  the  chriftian  revelation,  AsA 
how  important  is  thjs  doQaine!  By  it  alone  &c 
worid  becomes  to  us  aperfed  fyftem,  wherdn  aB 
things  are  raoft  intimateliy  comatedcd  toge&er,  and 
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tend  to  one  and  the  fame  great  end*  By  this  doc- 
trine alone  man  is  taught  to  know  the  author  of  his 
jexiftence,  the  foiurce  .of  his  felicity,  the  fupreme  ob* 
jeSt  of  his  adoration,  the  fou^ndation'^  of  his  hopes. 
Enlightened  by  this  doftrine,  he  no  longer  confiders 
himfelf  as  a  fatherlefe  orphan,  or  as  the  •effeft  of 
blind  chance,  or  groaning  under  the  authority  of 
feveral  powerful  beings  to  him  unknown,  and  at 
variance  with  each  othen  He  knows  from  whom 
Jie  fprings,  on  whom  he  depends,  under  whofe  in^ 
fpefkion  he  is  and  will  for  ever  be  j  and  he  has  now 
a  certain  jfixed  point,  at  which  all  his  thoughts,  de- 
sires, endeavours,  defigns  and  hopes,  unite  as  in 
their  proper  centre. 

How  greatly  has  the  prevalence  of  idolatry  oeen 
<iiminiflied  in  the  worid  by  chriftianity,  and  how 
many   regions  of  ^  it  are  freed  from  the  tyrannical 
fway  of  fuperftition,  and  from  the  iron  fceptre  of 
crafty    and     felf-interefted    priefts  !       And    what 
flavilh  notions,  what  tormaiting  uncertainty,  what 
fears,  what  terrors,  what  childifh  fentiments,  what 
empty  hopes  and  frivolous  joys,  mud  debafe  and 
perplex  mankind,  where  the  aboniinations  of  idola- 
try prevail!     Calamities  and  horrors,  from  which 
chriftianity  has  delivered  miUions  of  human  crea- 
tures, and  ourfelves  among  them;    and  by  thek* 
abolition  has  prepared  the  way  for  millions  of  man» 
kind,  and  for  us  among  them,  to  liberty,  to  peace 
of  mmd,  to  firm  and  generous  principles !    That  we 
we  now  no  longer  terrified  at  every  unufual  appear- 
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ance  in  nature}  that  we  no  longer  perceive,  at  every 
ftep  wetake,  the  harbingers  and  figns  of  immineRt 
misfortune  or  approaching  danger ;  that  we  are  not 
continually  obliged  to  be  contriving  new  forms  of 
facrifice  and  new -modes  of  expiation ;  that  we  are 
no  longer  La  dread  of  the  cafual  negleft  or  imperfefl: 
obfervance  of  numberlcfs  rites  and  ceremonies;  that 
we  do  not  take  every  adverfe  event  that  befells  u$ 
for  the  vengeance  of  a  wrathfiil  deity ;  that  we  do 
not  allow  ourielves  implicitly  to  be  led  by  others, 
but  dare  to  foUoW  our  own  perceptions  and  feelings ; 
for  all  thefe  privileges  and  bleflings,  we  are  indebted 
to  the  abolition  of  ido^^try,  and  therefore  to  chriftia^ 
nity.     Though  many  fuperftitions  may  ftill  prevail 
Itmong  chriftians,   and  formerly  many  more  may 
have  prev^led  than  at  prefent,  yet  we,  and  with  us 
piany  thoufands   of  our.  brethren,  are  freed  from 
them  by  the  influence  of  chriftianity,  and  in  it  lie 
the  fruitful  means  for  the  total  eradication  of  it  from 
jimong  its  cpnfeflbrs;  means  wjiich  are  continually 
coming  forth  into  pradige,  and  allow  us  to  hope  for 
ftill  more  glorious  efFe^s, 

And  how  very  much  is  not  the  knowledge  of  thi^ 
only  true  God,  and  his  relations  to  us,  advanced 
juid  extended  among  mankind  by  the  doftrines  of 
chriftianity !  Every  chriftian^  that  is  not  cooipletely 
ignorant,  confeffes  and  reyeres  God,  not  as  a  bang 
who,  infinitely  exalted  above  him,  ft^nds  in  no 
kind  of  connexion  with  hini  j  but  knows  and 
reyer^  him  as  his  creator  and  preferyer,  as  his  father 


Digitized 


by  Google 


AS   Tcy  GENERAL  BENEFIT.  359 

and  benefaftor,  as  the  ruler  and  judge  of  the  world, 
as  the  obferver  and  rewardcr  of  human  aftions. 
And  how  prolific  mufl:  not  this  conceptibn  be  among 
chriftians,  who  refleO:  ^more  attentively  upon  it! 
How  muft  it  lead  to  the  folution  of  a  thoufand  things 
whiclvwere  before  inexplicable  myfteries  to  them! 
They  every  wh?re  difcover  traces  of  the  wifdom, 
the  power,  and  the  goodnefs  of  this  God ;  they  fee 
him  every  where  afting  for  the  benefit  of  all  living 
creatures,  and  for  their  own;  all  things  lead  them 
back  to  him  J  and  the  thought  of  him  fpreads  light 
and  life  and  joy  on  all  the  face  of  nature. 

Certainly  the  idea  of  what  God  is,  of , his  attributes, 
and  efpecially  of  what  he  is  in  regard  to  us,  which, 
generally  fpeaking,  is  even  among  perfpns  of  the  ih- 
ferior  ftations  in  life^  more  juft,  more  fatisfadory, 
more  adapted  to  promote  virtue  and  happinefs,  than 
it  ever  was  among  heathen  nations,  not  excepting 
even  the  generaUty  of  their  fages,  or  could  be  by 
their  mythology.  What  low,  grofs,  and  contempti- 
ble ideas  did  they  not  form  of  their  gods  in  general, 
of  their  difpofitions,  of  their  aftions,  of  their  plea- 
fures !  What  weakneffes,  what  paflions,  what  crimes, 
were  not  afcribed  to  them!  And  how  little  was 
even  the  father  of  gods  and  men,  as  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  fly  led  their  fovereign  deity,  exempted  from 
"  them !  How  much  jufter  are  not  the  notions  dif- 
fufed  by  chriftianity,  on  this  article,  among  man- 
Jund  of  every  ftation,  of  every  age,  and  of  every 
profel^pn !    Indeed,  even  thefe  conceptions  are  ex- 

AA4  tremely 


Digitized  by  VjOQQ IC 


S^O  THE  VALtrE   OF  CHRISTIANITY 

tremely  imperfeft,  and  muft  remain  fo,  as  finite 
man  is  not  capable  of  comprehending  infinity.    The 
beft  congeptions,  indeed,  with  many  chrifHans  are 
pUxed  with  various  errors.     But,  amidft  all  thefc 
imperfections  and  failings,  they  are  ftill  incompara-i 
bly  better  and  worthier    than  the  former  were. 
What    chriftian,    however    moderately    informed, 
knows  not  and  believes  not  that  God  is  the  moft 
holy,  the  moft  perfeft,  the  beft  of  bejngs ;  that  hefe 
almighty,  all-knowing,  and    cvery-where    prdent, 
Supremely  juft  and  fupremely  good ;  that  he  cannot 
do  evil,  and  tempts  no  man  to  wick^dnefs ;  that  he 
loves  virtue  and  integrity  above, all  things  j  that  he 
abhors  every  fpecies  of  iniquity  and  fin;  and  that 
there  are  no  better  means  of  pleafing  him,  and  of 
fecuring  his  favour,  than  by  doing  juftice  and  loving 
.  mercy,  and,  like  him,  by  promoting  the  good  of 
mankind  ?     And  are  there  not  thoufands  of  men,  at 
prefent  among  chriftians,  for  one  among  the  hea- 
thens, who  raife  themfelves  to  flill  higher  and  more 
adequate  reprefentations  of  the  deity ;  who  carefiilly 
fepar^te  every  thing  that  is  weak,  human,  and  nar- 
row^ from  thefe  reprefentations }  who  confiderand 
revere  God  as  a  being  uniting  in  him  every  thing 
that  is  great  and  good  and  beautiful  and  perfeft,  in? 
ceffantly  employed  in  beneficence,  willing  and  effe& 
ing  nothing  but  felicity ;  who  is  to  be  won  by  ho 
-outwards  tokens  of  reverence,  to  be  foothed  by  no 
rites  or  offerings;  who  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  all 
liuman  paffions,  tv  all  the  emotions  of  wrath,  of 
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jwtfriality,  of  revenge;  who  requires  no  flavifli  dread 
of  him  from  us,  but  only  filial  reverence  and  love ; 
and  who  is  fupremely  worthy  of  our  profoundeft  re-. 
verence,  of  our  mpft  ardent  adoration,  of  our  fin- 
cereft  affefldon,  of  our  moft  chearful  obedience,  and 
our  firmell  confidence ! 

Add  to  this  more  adequate  knowledge  of  God, 
the  general  and  firm  b'elief  of  our  immortality,  and 
of  the  future  retribution,  which  chriftianity, 
wherever  it  has  been  preached  and  received,-  has  fo 
deeply  imprinted  on  the  hearts  of  men,  and  fo  inti- 
mately interwoven  with  their  whole  courfe  of  reflec- 
tion, that  even  the  mofl  violent  attacks  of  infidelity 
cannot,  with  the  generality,  eradicate  or  weaken 
it.  Confider,  Ukewife,  that  this  belief  inculcates 
fuch  an  immortality  and  fuch  a  retribution,  as  is 
confequent  upon  the  moral  conduct  of  mankind  in 
this  life,  on  virtue  and  vice;  and  conclude,  from 
thence,  how  favourable  this  faith  muft,  genorally 
fpeaking,  be  to  the  amendment  and  repofe  of  man- 
•Jdnd,  and  how  much  more  force  it  muft  have  to 
this  effeft  than  the  dark,  imcertain,  doubtful,  ialfe^ 
.?md  immoral  opinions  concerning  this  do6hine  which 
obtained  in  the  heathen  world,  and  wrhich,  as  it  ap- 
pears, were  not  much  regarded  by  ordinary  perfons, 
and  were  lopked  upon  by  the  wife  as  difficult  and 
inexplicable  problems. 

A  fecond  clafs  of  general  advantages,  for  which 
6ur  thanks  are  due  to  chriftianity,  relates  to  human 
virtue  and  integrity.     Thefe,  upon  the  whole,  have 
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likewife  been  great  gamers  by  it.     The  notions  of 
virtue  are,  in  general,  more  juft  amo'ng  chriflians 
than  they  formerly  were  among  the  heathens.   Every 
one  knows,  that  the  effence  of  virtue  confifts.  neither 
in  bodily  ftrength,  nor  in  the  valour  that  braves  all 
dangers  ;  neither  in  courage  nor  intrepidity  in  war,  . 
nor  ia  the  great  atchievements  of  heroes  and  con- 
querors, commonly   not   lefs   dcftruftive  than   re- 
nowncd.      Every  one.  knows  that  it  corifxfts   not 
.merely  in  abfUnence  from  grofs  and  flagrant  crimes, 
or  in  particular  adions,  though  juft  and  good,  but 
that  it  comprehends  the  whole  turn  of  mind  and  the 
whole  feries  of  condud ;  that  it  is  expreflive  of  our 
intire  moral  perfedion ;  that  he  is  virtuous,  who  is 
and  does  all  that  he  can  be  and  do,  according  to  his 
abilities,  his  vocation,  and  his  circumftances^  whofe 
fentiments  and  behaviour  are  regidated  by  the  will 
of  God  and  the  injunftions  of  his  law.      It  is  a 
maxim  generally  known  and  received,  that  real  vir- 
tue  confifts  not  in  attachment  and  aflfeftion  to  certaia 
perfons,  or  to  a  particular  nation,  founded  on  con- 
tempt and  hatred  towards  the  whole  human  race, 
but  in  an  €nlarged^defite,and  ftrenuous  endeavours 
to  promote  thie  happinefs  of  all  mankind.   And  how 
much  nlore  adapted  is  not  this  conception.of  it,  for 
•which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  chriftianity,  to  fur- 
ther and  confirm  the  tranquillity,  the  fecurity  and 
the  welfare  of  human  fociety,  than  that  barbarous, 
falfely  called  patriotic  virtue,  which  pafled  for  every 
thing  in  the  old  heathen  world,  and  which  is  ftill  fo 
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often  extolled  by  partial  judges  to  the  difparagement 
of  chriftian  virtue !  But  particularly  the  filent  and 
domeftic  virtues,  the  virtues  of  common  life,  whofe 
beneficial  influence  on  the  public  welfare  is  fo  various 
and  lafting,  have  acquired  a  greater  dignity  by  chrif- 
tianity;  they  have  obtained  the  deferved,  though 
otherwife  not  acknowledged,  preference  to  the 
boafted  heroic  virtues,  which,  for  the  moft  part, 
were  founded  on  injuftice  and  violence. 

The  dodrine  of  virtue,  among  chriftians,  is  clofely 
connefted  with  the  doflrine  of  God  and  religion, 
and  is  therefore  to  every  njian,  and  efpecially*  to  the 
inferior  clafles  of  mankind,  much  plainer,  much 
more  fixed,  and  much  more  forcible,  than  it  could 
.  poflibly  be  among  the  heathens.  Among  them,  re- 
ligion and  viitue  were  two  diftindt  things,  not  con- 
neded  together;  nay,  frequently  in  dired  oppofition 
to  each  other.  The  heathens,  that  is,  individual 
perfons,  or  fome  few  particular  fages  among  them, 
had  a  morality;  but  heathenifni  or  the  heathenifli 
religion,  had  none.  Morals,  therefore,  refted  in- 
tirely  either  on  the  natural  fentiment  of  the  dif- 
ference between  good  and  evil,  which  was  debili- 
tated and  almoft  deftroyed  by  errors  and  vices ;  or 
on  philofophical  inveftigations  of  the  nature  and 
connedtions  of  man  and  the  material  worlds  totally 
jibove  the  comprehenfion  of  the  generality  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  Chriftianity,  as  well  as  Socrates, 
but  in  a  far  loftier  fenfe,  and  in  a  much  more  gene- 
ral and  effedual  manner,  has  brought  down  true 
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wifdom  from  heaven  to  the  earth  —  has  reduced  k 
to  the  underftanding  and  the  heart  of  every  man  — 
has  drawn  it  from  the  fchools  of  the  learned,  mixed 
it  with  common  life ;  and,  by  uniting  religion  and 
morality  together,  has  rendered  eafy  and  important 
the  knowledge  of  our  nature  and  the  pradice  of  our 
duties* 

How  many  motives,  how  many  incitements  to  in- 
tegrity and  virtue,  does  not  this  happy  conjunftion 
of  morality  with  religion  afford  the  chriftian,  who 
is  not  totally  ignorant  or  inattentive !  He  cannot 
avoid  making  fuch  refleftions  as  thefe  on  athoufand 
occafions:  God,  my  creator,  my  preferver,  my 
benefaftor,  my  judge,  requires  me  to  do  this,  and 
to  abftain  from  the  other.  This  he  has  exprefsly 
commanded  me;  that  he  has  as  exprefsly  forbidden. 
If  I  do  the  one,  he  will  blefs  and  reward  me ;  if  I 
do  not  abftain  from  the  other,  he  will  call  me  to  ac- 
count, and  the  confequence  will  be  fatal.  My  life 
and  my  fortunes  are  both  in  his  hand ;  my  all  de^ 
pends  on  his  grace  and  favour;  without  them  I  can- 
not hope  for  fuccefs,  and  nothing  can  ifjield  me 
from  the  effects  of  his  difpleafure.  From  how 
piany  iniquities  muft  not  thefe  reflexions  reftrain 
him,  though  they  fhould  not  be'^  altogether  juft, 
though  they  fliould  be  accompanied  by  many  erro- 
jieous  conceptions;  and  to  how  many  worAy^ 
good,  and  generous  adtions  muft  they  not  incite 
him !  How  much  muft  confcientioufnefs,  integrity, 
and  fidelity  in  fecret,  be  promoted  thereby ! 

Both 
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Both  hiftory  and  experience  uniformly  confirm 
diefe  good  effefts  of  chriftianity,  in  regard  to  the 
moral  condud  of  mankind.     It  is  not  to  be  denied, 
that  many  inhmnan  and  deftrudive  vices,  which 
heathenifm   tolerated  and  favoured,   are  now,  by 
means  of  the  chriftian  dodrine,  if  not  intirely  exter- 
minated   from   amongft    its    confefTors,    branded 
with  fo  much  infamy  and  difgrace,  that  they  are  no 
longer  allowed  to  be  named;  •It  is  not  to  be  denied, 
that,  on  the  whole,  more  integrity  and  honour, 
more  fidelity  and  confidence  in  commerce,  and  all 
dealings'  between  man  and  man,    prevail  among 
chriilians  than  amongft  the  moft  polifhed  nsuicms 
that  are  not  chriftian^s    It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that 
the  fentinjents  of  general  philanthropy  and  benefi- 
cence, and  the  indications  of  them,  are  far  more 
frequent  and  effeftive  among  them  than  ever  tfiey 
were  among  the  heathens.     The  eredion  and  ctl- 
dowment  of  fo  many  hofpitals,  fo^many  inlUturions 
for  the  maintenance  v-f  orphans,  for  the  comfort  of 
the  poor  and  the  fick,  of  which  we  find  compara* 
tively  but  few  among  the  heathens,  are  fpeaking 
examples  of  it.     In  general,  without  partiality,  we 
are  fully  juftified  in  affirming,  that  among  chriftiatl 
nations,  taken  at  large,  the  knowledge  of  duty  and 
*«Firtue,  an  averfion  to  wickednefs,  and  a  love  of 
goodnds,  and  therefore  their  morality,  is  greater 
and  moife  general,  the  reverence  for  the  deity  and 
his  laws  more  operative,  the  confciences  of  men 
mom  tender  and  delicate,  and,  in  particular,  the 
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mild  and  focial  virtues  are  far  more  commoil  than 
they  ever  were  among  the  people  of  any  nation^ 
that  we  know  of,  before  the  coming  of  Chrift. 

A  third  clafs  of  general  advantages,  for  which  we 
are  indebted  to  chriftianity,  comprehends  the  tran-* 
quillizing  of  the  human  mind,  and  vthe  fixing  of  its 
hopes.  How  confiderably  have  thefe,  which  are 
fuch  effential  parts  of  chrifUanity,  been/  gainers  by 
its  peculiar  doftrines  of'  Providence  and  the  divine 
government  of  the  world,  of  the  forgivenefs  of  fins^ 
of  the  immortality  of  the  foul'  and  of  the  life  to 
come!  The  heathen,  at  leaft,  among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  regarded  his  divinities  either  as  indo-* 
lent,  beings,  totally  unconcerned  about  the  affairs  of 
mortals,  or  as  felfifh,  partial,  and  capricious  beings, 
cafily  provoked  and  hard  to  be  appeafed.  He  knew 
not  in  what  relation  he  flood  to  theiu,  ajid  what  he 
was  to  fear  from  their  dijfpkafure  or  to  expeft  from 
their  favour.  He  was  forced  to  confole  himfelf  with 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  gods  vid  men,  with  a  blind 
and  inevitable  fate.  On  the  other  hand,  the  chrif* 
tian,  the  unlearned  as  well  as  the  learned,  the 
pooreft  day-labourer  as  well  as  the  exalted  amongft 
the  people,  the  chriftian  is  acquainted  with  truths 
which  have  quite  a  different  influence  on  the  repofe 
of  his  mind.  T^ere  is,  thus  can  he  refleQ:  on  all 
occafibns,  and  thus  does,  he  in  fad  very  often  think 
—  There  is  a  being  fupremely  wife  and  fupremely 
good,  who  is-interefted  about  us  all^whofe  crea- 
tures and  children  we  are,  who  loves  and  provides^ 
2t  •  for 
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for  US  all.  Nothing  can  happen  without  his  will ; 
and  God,  the  AU-mercifui,  wills  ever  the  beft.  No- 
thing is  impoffible  to  him;  he  knows  how  to  deliver 
from  death.  To  them  that  love  him,  all,  thing* 
muft  tend  to  good.  If  hel)e  for  us,  none  can  be 
^gainft  us.  His  ftrength  is  mighty  in  weaknefs. 
He  will  not  allow  us  to  be  tempted  above  what  wc 
are  able  to  bear.  How  much  do  not  thefe  and  the 
like  reflexions  alleviate  ,the  hardeft  ^oils,  the  greateft 
indigence,  the  fevered  afflidions^  to  many  thoulands 
of  chriftians !  How  piuch  courage  and  confidence 
do  they  not  give  them  in  misfortimes  and  perils! 
If  we  frequented  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  lower  clafles  of  men,  and  made  our- 
felves  more  acquainted  with  their  habitual  manner 
.  of  thinkings  we  fliould  perceive  Jiow  much  comfort 
and  ferenity  the  chriftian  doArine  affords  them  all, 
almoft -without  exception,  becaufe  they  receive  and 
believe  it  in  fimplicity  of  heart,,  are  free  from  all  the 
doubts  with  which  the  wif©^  as  they  are  called,  arc 
perpetually  tormented,  rely  firmly  on  what  the  fcrip- 
ture  tells  them,  and  conftantly  fuppofe  God  parti-* 
cularly  endployed  in  their  concerns  and  in  the  dif- 
pofition  of  their-fortunes;  and  then  we  fliould  rightly 
judge  of  the  advantage  chriftians  muft  have,  ^n  this 
refped  likewife,  over  all,  even  the*moft  civilized 
nations,  that  were  or  are  not  chriftian. 

How  much  more  eafily  may'  the  chriftian,  op- 
preffed  by  the  guilt  of  his  fins  and  the  terror  of 
puniftunent,  quiet  his  mind,  than  any  other  man 

»     '  who 
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who  .finds  himfelf  in  the  fame  perplexity,  but  knoti^ 
not  the  chriftian  doQaine!  The  chrifUan  knows^ 
and  knows  it  with  afiurance,  that  God  is  inclined 
to  pity  and  to  fpare^  that  he  will  forgive  the  contrite 
and  converted  finner  all  •  his  iniquities  without  ex* 
ceptk>n,  and  remit  the  penalty  due  to  tranfgrelfioiL 
He  knows,  and  knows  definitively,  what,  in  this 
refped,  he  has  to  do :  be  has  no  need  to  coniideri 
with  anxious  uncertainty,  what  multitudes  c^  ofie^ 
ings,  what  coftly  pr^ents,  what  myftical  aton^nients 
and  expiations,  or  what  feverities  of  penance,  Tvill 
procure  his  pardon ;  but  fb  foon  as  he  draws  n%b 
to  his  creator  and  jvbdgc  in  fmcmty  c^  heart,  ab* 
hors  and  forfakes  his  wicked  habits,  and,  effe£tuallj 
determined  on  abetter  conduft,  holds  true  tohii 
purpofe,  he  may  immediately  promife  himfelf  th« 
favour  of  the  Moil  High,  and  bis  heart  condemns 
him  no  more.  What  a  healing  and  reviving  balfli 
muft  riot  thefe  chriftian  do£lrines  have  poured  iato 
the  wounded  confciences  and  tortured  hearts  of 
thoufands  and  thoufands,  who  muft  otherwife  have 
become  a  prey  to  the  horrors  of  defpair ! 

We  may  advance  the.  fame  thing  in  regard  td 
the  dread  of  deaths  ind  the  hope  of  a  better  life* 
Though  the  fage  of  heathenij&n,  with  a  perplexed 
and  doubting  inind,  or  in  the  horrible  expedatiott 
of  utter  extinftion,  faw  daith  approach  him} 
though  the  greateft  immber  of  them  met  thi^ 
gh^ftly  tyrant  either  with  a  recklefs  mfenfibiiity, 
or  with  a  mind  ftruggUng  between  darkxxefs  an4 

light, 
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lights  bietween  fear  and  hope;  yet  chriftians,  iii 
^neraJ,  being  firmly  perfuaded  of  their  immortality^ 
and  of  th6  eternal  life  that  awaits  them  after  death, 
form  jufter  conceptions  of  the  future  ftate,  can  more 
^^afily  and  with  greater  certainty,,  proniife  themfelvei 
ia  better  portion  there  than  they  have  had  oh  earth  ; 
meet  their  diffohition^  therefore,  with  fer  greater 
comfort  and  refigftationj  and  many  thoufands  of 
them  afl:ually  enter  th6  gate  of  death  without  dif- 
inay,  and  in  the  joyous,  undoubted  expeftation  of 
ah  everlafKng  continuaiK^e  trf  exiftehce,  a^ glorious. 
kfefurreOiion, .  ah  inceflant,  ever-iricreafing  felicity^ 
fiifalKWe  arguments,  that  leave  hs  no  room  to  doubt 
that  there  not  ohly  may' be,  but  that  there  aftually 
is,  ^mong  chriftians,  far  more  comfort  and  hope 
iahd  rational  peace  of  mind,  than  was  ever  to  he 

.  fcmnd  among  the  heathehSi 

Recolleci,  at  the  faihfe  time,  for  We  cannot  expl* 
tiate  on  particulars,  recoUeO;-  the  multitudes  of  infti* 
tutions  and  means  for  promoting  knowledge,  virtutf 
and  the  compofure  of  mankind,  that  owe  their 
origin  to  chriflianity. 

Think  on  the  numerous  fchools,   ereOied  in  alt 

.  ttie  towns  and  moft  of  the  villages  in  chriftian  coun- 
tries, and  which,  coirfidered  as  fchools  of  religion, 
iand  morality,  were  wholly  unknown  among  the 
heathens,  at  leait  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans^ 
iand '  likewifc  among  our  anceftprs,  the  antient 
inhabitiants  of  thefe  iflands*^     Defcdlive  and  ilK-* 

*  1  have  made  a  little  alteration  here,  for  the  fake  of  adaptationi 
In  the  original  it  is,  ^*  the  antient  Gauls  and- Germans/*     Tn 
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hen!  as  the  gener^ty  of  thefe  fchoois,  in  more  than 
one  refpeft^  may  be,  yet  children  are  there  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God,,  and  difci- 
plined  in  his  fear,  inftrufted  in  their  duties,  cau* 
tioned  againft  all  fin  and  vice,-  and  incited  to  virtue 
by  various  ways. 

Refleft  on  the  paftoral  office  every  where  intro- 
duced into  the  chriftian  church,  devoted  to  the  ia^ 
'ftruftion,  the  encouragement,  and  the  comfort  of 
mdividuals  of  every  condition,  age,  and  fex;  an  in- 
ftitutioA  peculiar  in  its  kind,  being  unknown  in  any 
other  religion,  and  which  certainly  a  Socrates,  a- 
Plato,  a  Cicero,,  a  Confucius,  would  have  admired 
as  the  moft  excellent  and  beneficial  of  all  others,  if 
they  could  have  feen  it  in  dieir  days..  Let  the  paf- 
.  toral  office  be  ever  fb  much  abufed,  let  the  delivery: 
of  the  chriftian  doflrines  be  ever  fo  defedive ;  yet 
the  conveyance  of  inftruflion  in  the  mo^  important 
doctrines  of  religion  and  virtue,  in  fo  public  a  man-^* 
ner,  in  fuqh  frequent  returns,  and  often  with  the 
moft  intimate  fentiment  a^d  convi€Hon,  muft  infi- 
nitely more  contribute  to  the  amelioration  and  com-, 
pofure  of  mankind  than  all  the  folemnities  and  cere- 
monies of  the  heathens  were  ever  able  to  do.  Take* 
this  likewife  into  the  account,  that  all  thefe  advan-, 
tages,  inftitution&  and  eftablifiimen^s,  are  to  confti*^. 
tutcd  in  the  very  natiire  of  them,  that  they  cannot 
'  fail,  by  degrees,  of  becoming  conmion,  and  of  ob- 
-taining  a  certain  degree  of  perfeflion  and  aftual  in* 
jBuence  j  and  that  they  are  even  now  becoming  con- 

\  .     ftantly,: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


"^As   to   6i^ERAL   BENiFlfi  J7I 

ftaiitly,  and  with  no  flow  progrelGon,  more  perfeflE 
and  prbduftivje  than  they  have  hitherto  been :  and 
you  \dll  not  be  able  to  ddhy  that  we,  and  all  man- 
kind in  general^  are  under  no  ordinary  obligation  to 
cbriftianityi 

There  afe  ftill  a  variety  of  other  conliderable  ad-*  - 
vantages  for  which  we  ftand  indebted  to  the  iri4 
fluence  of  this  heavenly  doitriri^j^and  which  relate 
in  great  meafute  to  the  outward  cohdition  of  man* 
We,  muft  now,  however,  confine  oiirfelves  to  a 
flight  indidatian  of  thfemt  that  polygamy,  for.  ex-, 
ainple,,that  fertile  fource  of  depopulation,  of^eflfe- 
minacy  and  dottiefljc  mifery,  is  aboliflied ;  that  thd 
inhuman,  barbarous  cuftom  of  expdfmg  children^ 
on  account  of  fome  accidental  infinnity,  or  becaufe 
Aey  were  difagreeable  or  burdenfome  to  their  parents, 
and  giving  theril  up  to  unavoidable  ruiri,  is  abhorred 
by  all  men  J  that  flavery,  that  unjuftifiable  degrada-  . 
tion  of  human  nature,  as  it  fof  merly  obtained  among 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  and  othfer  nations  of  anti- 
<}uity,  is,  ^t  leaft  in  chiiftian  Europe,  much  dimi- 
mflied ;  that,  by  the  ftreniioils  exertions  of  generous 
and  noble-minded  Aen,  we  may  entertain  the  pleaf- 
itig  hope  that  it  will,  ete  long,  be  held'  in  univerfal 
deteftation;  that  laws  and  cuflomsj  with  all  their 
allowed  imperfeftions- and  inconfiftences,  a^e  .ftill, 
in  general,  milder  and  more  humane;  thai  war,  in 
many  refpeflis,  is  carrod  on  with  lefs  cruelty  and 
devaftation ;  that  the  conquered  are  ipared,  and 
neither  deprived  of  their  liv^  nor  their  liberty ; ' 
•    •-*  B  B  3  that 
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that  the  fentiment  of  the  ttioral  (Jignky  of  man,  ike 
acknowledgment  of  the  natural -equality  of  the  hu^ 
man  race,  and  a  due  regard  for  each  other  among 
individuals,  are  underftood  ^uid  felt,  and  are  every 
day  becoming  more  univerfal  and  effedlive;  that 
many  corrupt  paffions,  deftru^ve  to  fodety,  as  re- 
venge, ambition,  tyranny,  are  reftrained  to  narrower 
boxmds,  and  meet  .with  more  powerful  cpntroul,  or 
a^e  direded  to  a  nobler  channel :  for  all  thefe  ad- 
vantages we  are  indebted,  though  indeed  not  alto- 
gether and  alone,  but  in  a  great  meafure,  to  chrit 
Canity,  and  its  influence  on  the  general  opinion  and 
manners  of  its  confeflfprs;  and  how  much  i&  not  the 
|)eace5  the  fecurity,  the  welfai'e  of  focial  life,  im^ 
proved  thereby ! 

So  many,  fuch  great  advantages,  in  refped  td 
knowledge,  to  virtue  and  integrity,  to  our  tianquil- 
Uty  and  hopes,  and  our  extetnal  welfare,  do  we  cm 
to  the  doftrli^e  of  Jefus,  whofe  nativity  w^e  this  day 
commemorate.  And  Ihould  not  the  confideration 
of  thqfe  advantages,  which  we  all  poflefs  and  enjoy, 
iiifpire  us  with  gladnefs  at  our  felicity,  and  with  gnt- 
titude  to  God,  the  author  and  giver  of  it  ?  Yes, 
chriflian  feftivals  are  real  days  of  rejoicing,  but  with 
a  joy  that  relates  particularly  to  the  bounty  .of  God^ 
pur  father  in  heaven,  who  allows  us  to  feel  the 
whole  worth  of  his  parental  protedion  and  love, 
and  impreffes  our  hearts  with  gratitude  towards  him. 
Let  us,  then,  excite  thefe  joys  within  us,  and  endea* 
vour  to  render  them  poignant  and  lively  by  reflec- 
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tion.  To  this  end,  let  us  tranfport  ourfelves,  in 
fpirit,  into  the  times  of  heathenifm,  vifit  the  temples 
tof  the  gods,  reprefent  to  ourfelves  the  nugatory 
rites  their  worfhippers  paid  them,  and  the  fuperfti* 
tious  terrors  that  furrounded  thefe  abodes  of  impof^ 
ture;  let  us  lament  over  the  far  greater  ignorance, 
wickedftefs,  and  comfortlefs  condition,  that  formerly 
prevailed  among  mankind;  let  us  bewail  the  mifera- 
ble  fate  of  the  nations,  who  blindly  followed  thdr 
iightlefe  guidfes,  who  proftrated  themfelves  before 
tvood  and  done;  who  lived,  as  it  were,  without  God 
and  without  hope  in  the  world,  and  among  whom 
alfo  6uf  forefathers  were;,  and  then  compare  our 
happier  eondition  3vith  theirs,  and  render  due  honour 
to  chriftianity,  by  which  this  beneficial  revolution 
was  broug'ht  about. 

Or,  if  we  cannot  make  this  comparifon,  from  a 
deficiency  of  hiftorical  information,  we  need  not  go 
fo  far  froni.  our  own  times,  and  from  the  prefent 
preTailing  fentimerits;  let  us,  however,  at  leafl:,.  re-r 
&c€t  what  condition  our  knowledge,  our  virtue,  our 
hope,  out  outward  welfare,  the  fecurity  and  peace  of 
fociety,  tvould  be^in,  had  we  been  bereaved  of  the 
advantage  we  have  now  confidfered  as  the  fruit  of 
chriftianity.  In  all  probability,  we  fhould  then  have 
Iain  buried  in  the  thickeft  darknefs  of  ignorance  and 
fuperftition;  we  fhould  h^ve  been  blind  idolaters, 
miferable  flaves,  dupes  or  impoftors,  the  fport  of 
pur  ^rofs  propenfities  and  paffions ;  fearful,  hopelefs, 
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wretched  jnortals.     Now  are  we  childrea  of  light; 
men  who   know  their  Creator,  their  duties,  and 
the  end  of  their  creation ;   worfliipera  of  the  true 
God,  comforted  by  his  providence,  by  his  grac^, 
by  the  expedation  of  a  better,   an   eternal   life; 
members  of  a  civilized  fociety,  where  vice  is  4^- 
tefted,    where    virtue    is  *  efteemed    and   revered ; 
"where,    upon   the   whole,   much  integrity,    much 
philanthropy,  much  truth   and   qonlidenqe,  is  ac- 
tually ta  be  found.     How  hjippy,  then,  is  it  for 
ys  that  Jefus  was  bom  into  the  i^orld,  and  prq- 
piulgated    his    doftrine!     What    thanks    do   we 
not  owe  to  him  and  to  his  heavenly  Father,  whp 
fent  him  to  us  as  our  teacher  and  deliverer ! 
^  And  how  much  happier  may  we  ftill  becom^ 
by  employing   his   dodrine  aright!     Lpt   us  no; 
^e  fatisfied   with    the    general  advantages  it  pro- 
cures to  all  nations  and  languages.     Let  us  ftrive 
to  be  partakers  in  the  higheft  perfe^on  and  hap- 
pinefs,  to  which  it  is  adapted  to  lead  us.     Let  us, 
therefore,  continually  improve   in   the   knowledge 
of  this  excellent  doftrinej  ever  apply  it  jnore  fedu- 
Ibufly   to   ourfelves ; ,  eyer  allo\7  ourfelves   to  b? 
more  and  more   animated  by  its  fpirit,  and  ever 
ftudy  to  think  and  live  in  a  more  chriftian  man- 
ner.     Let  us  follow  its  direftions,  to   the  obtain,- 
ing  of  felicity,  with  a  chearful  and  intire  refigna- 
tibn   of  heart,   and  obferve  all   its  precepts  with 
unremitted  attention.      Thus   Ihall  we   endeavour 

to 
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to  become,  by  its  means,  intirely  free,  thoroughly 
wife,  and  perfedly  virtuous,  perfeftly  and  eternally 
bleffed!  God  grtmt,  my  dear  brethren,  God 
grant  that  this  may  be  the  happy  portion  of  us 
all!  V 

Cbrijimas^ay.    / 
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OG  OD,  to  thee  belong  niajefty  and  power,  glory 
and  dominion,  adoration  and  praife ;   for  all 
that  is  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is  thine*     Thine  is) 
the  kingdom  J .  thou  reigneft  over  all.      Thy  kuig^ 
dom  is  immenfe ;  and  thy  dominion  is  gracious  and 
merciful,  juft  and  wife.     Thou  loveft  all  thy  crea^ 
tures,  and  wovildft  render  them  as  perfefl;  ^d  happy 
as  their  nature  and  their  relations  allow.     We  like^ 
wife,  o  God,  may  boaft  of  thee  as  our  gracious  ruler, 
as  our  beneficent  father^i     Thou  haft  created  usj 
however  humble  the  ftation  we  fill  in  thy  kingdom^ 
after  thy  image.     Thou  haft  n[ia4e  us  Uttle  fewer- 
than  the  angels,  crowned  us  w^th  glory  and  honour^ 
and  made  ^s  lords  over  the  works  of  thy  hands^ 
Thou  haft  elevated  our  fouls  into  rational  and  im- 
portal  fpirits,  and  rendered  us  capable  of  everlaftjng 
felicity,    ^d  when  we  had  rejefted  this  felicity  by 
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pur  fins,  thou  even  feriteft  us,  b  miracle  of  grace  and 
favovir,  thou  even  fenteft  "us  thy  fon,  the  only-begot- 
ten, to  be  a  faviour  and  deliverer ;  and  now  we  may 
prefume  again  to  call  ourfelves  thy  children  and  to 
hope  for  an  everlafting  felicity  in  qommimion  with 
thee.  What  are  we,  o  God,  that  thou  haft  done  fo 
ymich  for  us,  that  thou  haft  fo  highly  faiyoured  us  i 
Praifed  be  thy^glorious  and  ineihauftible  goodnefs ! 
We  acknowledge,  we  feel  the  infinite  worth  of  thy 
gifts  5  but  we  alfo  feel  that  we  can  never  worthily  thank 
thee  for  thenu  Oh  that  our  whole  lives  might  be 
;i  never  ending  ^  of  praife  to  thy  great  name!  (% 
that  w^  cqnftantly  fhewed  by  the  beft  ufe  of  die  ba. 
nefits  and  advantages  which  thou  haft  granted  usv 
how  h%hly  we  prize  them,  and  how  much  wc  arc 
bounden  to  thee  for  them !  O  God,  do  thou  thyfclf 
fupport,  coi^rm  theie  good  difpofitions  in  us«  Let 
their  efficacy  be  manifeft  in  the  whole  of  our  future 
condu&  Blefs,  to  this  end,  the  meditations  we  are 
now  about  to  begin^  Teach  us  to  underftand  the 
endre  value  of  our  fouls,  and  at  all  times  to  think 
and  aft  confiftently  with  that  knowledge.  Hearken 
to  our  prater,  for  the  feke  of  Chrift,  our  mediator 
pnd  interceflbr,  in  whofe  name  we  farther  call  upoq 
^ef,  faying :   Our  fadiier,  &c^ 
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MATTHEW  Xvi.  2$. 

What  18  a  inan  profited,  if  he  (hall  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lofe  his  own  ibul?  or  w]^t  fhall  a  man  give  'ni  exchange  for 
his  foul  ? 


T^  IGHTLY  to  afcertain  the  value  of  things,  not 
A^  to  prize  thein  higher,  and  not  to  be  fonder  of 
•them  than  they  deferve ;  to  conneft  the  prefentwith 
the  fiiture,  and  in  drawing  our  inferences  to  look 
not  only  at  the  former,  but  alfo  at  the  latter ;  ne?er 
to  lofe  fight  of  our  grand  objeiO:,  and  to  regard  and 
ufe  all  other  things  only  as  means  to  the  advance- 
mentof  it :    this  is  the  character  of  the  wife  man. 
To  judge  of  outward  tWngs  only  by  the  firft  impret 
fion  they  nwke  on  our  fenfes,  which  is  often  a  very 
fellacious  one ;    to  treat  empty  trifles  as  matters  of 
great  moment,  and  important  concerns  as  contempt* 
ible  trifles ;   to  follow  blind  iriflinfts  or  corrupted 
paffions,  ia  the  choice  of  the  objeds  of  our  love  and 
efleem ;  to  facrifice  a. gre^t  future  fortune  tp  a.i»^ 
fent  momentary  pleafure  or  tranfient  advantage ;  to 
take  the  means  for  the  end,  or  to  live  in  the  world 
without  a  determinate  plan  upon  a  bare^capital :  this 
is  the  charader  of  a  fooL     But  who  is  that  fage,  if 
it  be  not  the  chriftian,  w^io  thinks'^d  afts  conform-r 
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ably  to  his  heavenly  calling  ?  Who  is  this  fool,  if 
it  be  not  the  fenfual  man,  who  follows  his  inordinate 
appetites,  and  barters  heaven  for  the  goods  of  the 
earth?  The  former,  the  tfue  chriftian,  holds  all 
that  is  terreftrial  and  tranficnt  for  what  it  aftually  is^ 
^and  will  hereafter  be ;  and  this  moderates  his  affec- 
.  tion  towards  it,  and  renders  the  lofs  of  it  by  ho  means 
intolerable :  the  latter,  the  mere  fenfual  man,  feeks 
bis  whole  happinefs  in  earthly  things ;  and,  if  they 
chance  to  be  ravifhed  from  him,  he  thinks  himfelf 
call  into  the  lowed  depth  of  mifery,  ^s  indeed  h6  is, 
fince  he  has  nothing  left  to  compenfete  the  lofs. 
The  former  direfts  his  defires  to  the  worthieft  ob- 
jects ;  his  whole  heart  is  devoted  to  God,  to  religion^ 
to  virtue  and  friendfhip :  the  latter  beftpws  his  whole 
Jiove  and  efteem  on  fuch  things  as  are  imworthy 
pf  them,  inadequate  to  the  capacities  of  mankind, 
r^d  hoftile  to  his  vocation. '  The  former  knows  that 
he  has  an  JmmortaJ  fpirit,  and  all  his  'endeavours 
tend  tp  render  that  nobler  part  of  his  being  more 
perfeft,  and  mor^  fitted  for  that  fuperior  ftate  to 
which  he  i^  haftening :  the  latter  forgets,  as  it  were, 
that  he  has' a.  reafpnable  foul,  that  is  to  live  for  ever^ 
and  confines  his  care^  to  his  outward  condition,  and 
tp  whatever  can  flatter  his  fenfes.  The  former  lives 
^or  eternity,  and  confiders  his  dwelling  here  on  earth 
^s  a  preparation  for  it :  the  latter  limits  all  his  thoughts, 
^efires  and  views  to  the  Ibort  moment  of  his  earthly 
pilgrimage,  and  lofes  fight  of  the  term  to  which  it 
leads.    From  this  contrail  pf  the  temper  and  conduft 
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pf  the  true  chriftian,  vdth  the  temper  and  conduft  of 
ihe  vicious  man,  can  we  for  a  moment  doubt  that 
(he  former  follows  the  dilates  of  wifdom,  and  that 
the  latter  betrays  the  greateft  folly  ?  Whence,  how- 
ever,  proceeds  this  diflference  in  thdr  fentiments  and 
Unions  ?  The  chriftian  underftands  and  feels  tte 
mholt  value,  the  high  dignity,  the  importaint  deflina- 
tion  of  his  foul ;  he  frequently  reflefks  upon  it  5  he 
compares  what  he  is  and  does,  impartially  with  what 
he  ought  to  he  and  to  do;  and  ftrives  to  cbhduft 
Hmfelf  according  to  his  knowledge.  The  oth^r  oft 
the  contrary  allows  all  this  to  efcape  him,  feldom  or 
never  thinks  on  it,  and  judges  and  ads  in  the  gene^ 
lality  and  the  moft  important  of  cafes,  as  if  he  be^ 
longed  to  an  inferior  order  of  beings*  Of  fo  much 
'  confequence  is  it,  my  pious  hearers,  that  we  fliould 
frame  to  ourfelves  right  notions  of  the  value  ande^« 
celkncy  of  our  foul,  and  that  thefe  notions  fhould 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  our  condufl:.  May  it 
be  granted  me,  under  the  divine  affiftance  and  bfeffi 
ing,  by  my  prefent  difcourfe,  to  excite  you  to  fuch  i 
lieportment,  as  is  conformable  to  them  \  What  i 
value,  what  a  dignity  muft  not  the  hum^i  foul  pot 
fefs,  of  what  a  perfedion  and  happinefs  muft  it  not  ^ 
be  fufccptible,  fince  Jefus,  die  delegate  of  God,  i4 
whom  are  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  smd  knowledge, 
ib  exprefsly  admonifhes  us  in  our  text  againft  every 
tiling  thai  may  be  injurious  to  Our  foul,  and  declared 
the  gain  of  the  whole  world,  the  poflfejflion  of  At 
greateil  opulence  and  the  moft  fplepdid  earthly  en-, 
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cumftances,  to  be  nothing,  in  comparifon  to  thefe  in-^ 
juries,  by  faying :  "  Wliat  fhall  it  profit  a  man,  if 
he  fliali  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foiil  t 
QT  what  lliall  a  man  give  in  ex<Jiange  foij  his  foul  V 
Well  then,  my  brethren,  let  us  confider  the  high  va* 
lue,  the  excellency  and  dignity  of  the  human  foul  i 
but  let  us,  likewife,  attend  to  the  behaviour  that  is 
fitting  for  fnch  noble,  fuch  highly  f^-voured  creatures 
as^  we  ar^.  Thefe  two  confiderations  will  compofo 
the  matter  of  my  prefent  attempt ;  and  they  are  car* 
tainiy  of  a  nature  to  merit  your  Utmoft  attention. 

The  nature  and  origin  of  the  human  foul,  its  great 
<^pacities  and  powers ;  what  God  has  done,  and  ftill 
does  for  its  prefervation  and  the  advancement  of  its 
happinefe ;  its  appointment  and  its  future  lot :  all 
thefe  proclaim  it  of  exalted  worth,  and  fet  that  worth 
beyond  all  doubt  to  reflefHng  creatures. 

How  lofty  is  the  origin  of  the  human  foul !  Hpvf 
:£ar,  in  this  refped,  does  it  excel  the  body !  This  id 
fWmed  of  the  duft.  It  is  produced  by  gcneratictti* 
It  lies  concealed  in^  other  terreftrial  bodies,  and  its 
developement  is  occafioned  by  mortal  man.  Thd 
foul,  as  the  fcripture  fays,  is  of  divine  defcent,  is  the 
offspring  of  God-  God  is,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe,  hef 
creator  and  ibther,  as  he  is  the  creator  and  father  of 
fuperior  fpirita :  fhe  is,  therefore,  related  to  thofe 
exalted  beings*  Yes,  fhe  bears  the  imprefs  of  him 
that  made  her ;  and  even  the  flate  of  meannefe  and 
of  moral  corruption,  wherein  fhe  is  at  prefent,  cannot 
totally  efface  the  glorious  image*     Her  reafoij  is  a. 
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ray  of  *his  unbounded  intelled;  her  freedom  and' 
power  are  derived  from  his  unlimited  and  conftantly  . 
dHcient  might ;  her  love  to  what  is  beautiful  and 
good,  to  order  and  perfedion,  'her  friendly  and  be- 
neficent difpofitiohs,  are  emanations,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
of  his  pure  holinefs5  of  his  eternal  and  unalterable 
beiHgnity* 

Her  fpirittial  nature,  railed  fo  far  above  all  that 
we  difcern  about  us,  and  in  conne£tion  with  us^ 
bears  witnefs  alfo  of  her  excellency,  and  of  her  high  . 
'  defcent.  She  tells  us  intelligibly  enough  that  fhe  i§ 
not  of  the  earth,  but  ofheaveii.  'Had  we  already 
iio  plain  and  clear  conception*  of  the  nature  of  oui:'^ 
foul ;  even  in  afBrinilig,  thlt  fhe  is  a  fimpTe  effence,* 
it  Would  be  niuch  the  fanie  as  faying  that  Ihe  is  not^ 
like  matter,  compofed  of  parts  t  yet  our  refle£Kbn,'as 
well  as  our  feeling,  would  inform  us  that  fhe  is  fome- 
t^hat  wholly  different  from  the  body  fhe  inhabits, 
and  is  far  more  excellent  than  it,.  The  body  cofl-* 
tinues  not  a  fingle  moment  in  the  fame  flafe  in  which 
it  was  before.  It  is  continually  uildergoing  various 
/  alterations,  which,  imperceptible  asl  in  part  th^y  may 
be,  yet,  taken  together,  are  very  confiderable.  It  is 
conflantly  lofing  numberlefs  little  particles,  which 
are  as  conftantly,  bylneans  of  air,  of  food  and  drink^ 
replaced  by  others }  and  thus,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  our  body  is,  as  it  wei'e',  totally  renewed.  But, 
amidfl  all  thefe  revolutions  of  its  groffer  fhell,  the 
foul  remains  invariably  the  fanfe.  She  is  cqnfciousy 
at  every  period  of  time,  that  fhe  is^qxaftly  whs^  fhe  • 
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wag  in  any  previous  portion  of  her  life.  She  cant 
oonned  the  paft,  the  prefent  and  the  future  together, 
though  the  paft  be  long  fmce  paft,  and  for  the  future 
there  be  no  reafon  difcoyerable  in  the  material  world. 
She  begets  thoughts,  flie  draws  inferences,  fhe  exerts 
powers,  which  not  only  have  nothing  fimilar  to  what 
we  term  magnitude,  figure,  fblidity  and  movement^ 
but  are  contradidlory  to  all  thefe  properties  of  mat- 
ter. All  her  ideas,  diverfified  and  innumerable  a» 
they,  may  be,  concentrate,  as  it  were,  in  one  point, 
which  we  muft  neqeffarily  reprefent  as  indivifibler 
She  is  therefore  of  a  quite  different,  of  a  far  more 
permanent  and  unchangeable  nature  than  our  body, 
and  all  other  things  that  fall  imder  the  perception  of 
oi^-  fenfeSar 

Hence  likewife  it  is^  that  the  well-being  of  the 
{bul  depends  not  fo  much  on  the  outward  circum- 
ftances  in  which  fhe  finds  herfelf,  as  on  her^wa 
moral  frames  fo  as  that  fhe  may  be  wretched  while 
^in  poUeflion  of  the  moft  brilliant  advantages  of  this 
life,  and  be  hd  amidft  the  free  ufe  of  all  the  fources* 
of  joy  that  human  fociety  can  open,  if  error,  paflion 
:md  vice,  iheji  darknefs  and  difmay  upon  her:  fo 
can  fhe  on  the  other  hand  be  contented  in  the  ab-^ 
fence  of  all  the  goods  of  fortune,  and  ferene  under 
the  burden  of  fevere  afHi£tions,  if  the  knowledge  of 
truth,  the  coirfcioufnefs  of  innocence,  the  femiment. 
q{  her  dignity,  and  the  profpeft  of  the  future  worldy 
\nfpire  her  with  light  and  reft,  with  hope  and  alTur- 
^ce.     She  can  maintain  her  nobility  in  the  loweft 
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ftation,  her  freedom  in  the  bonds  of  flatery,  het 
chearfiilriefs  at  the  fight  of  death  and  comiptiGn: 
fli^  can  preferve  her  virtue  amidft  all  temptktioriSi 
her  fortitude  in  all  dangers  and  her  greathef&  under 
all  opprefEonSi  She  foars  abore  every  thing  eartWy 
tod  vifible ;  preffes  by  meditarion  into  the  veiy 
iJbodes  of  the  perfefted  juft ;  gets  ^  foridtaflfe(rftheif 
Jmrer  joys  ;  and  looks  down  from  that  emiifefede  oii 
alt  that  IS  tranfient  and  vain  with  compaffion  aatf 
contempt.  Htt  perfection  and  happkiefe  repofe  oii^ 
fuch  properties,  perceptions,  fenfatiotis  and  aptittides^ 
ks  no  changes  of  fortune  can  afffeft ;  which:  fee  can- 
not lofe,  though  heaven  and  earth  ihouldpafe  away* 
Jlow  excellent  then  muft  be  the  nature  of  the  humaii 
foul !  what  a  value  muft  not  thef(?*  advantages  con* 
fer  upon  it,  beyond  all  that  is  material ! 

Caft,  fecondly j  a  look  at  her  capacities  a*id'  pd#» 
ers,  and  you  >^ill  ftill  iiiore  plaihly  perceive  her  cx» 
tellency  and  her  value*  How  noble^  are  the  occu* 
pations  of  the  human  mind  !  Of  what  a  great  pe^ 
feaion  is  it  not  fufceptible !  -How  many  great  and 
aftonifliing  things  is  not  man  able  to  execute  with' 
it !  He  thinks,  and  is  conlcious  of  it.  He  forms  ta 
himlelf  clear  reprefentations  of  the  things  that  ai* 
without  him,  and  can  ihcreafe  the  number  of  thefe 
images  without  end.  He  compares  his  ideas  wiA 
one  another,  judges  of  their  harmony  or  their  con-* 
tradiaion,  and  combines  them  in  thoulands  of  van* 
ous  ways.  He  proceeds  from  known  things  to  un-* 
known,  from  the  eafy  to  the  difficult  j   adopts  prin- 

c^leSf 
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ciples,  draws  conclufions,  concatenates  diefe  conclu- 

fipns  together,  and  is  ever  opening  new  profpeds  in 

the  unbounded  regions  of  truth  that  lie  before  him. 

Would  he  difmifs  his  ideas,  they  fly  from  his  prefence. 

Are  they  obfcure ;  he  fpreads  a  new  light  upon  them* 

Are  they  vanilhed  away;  he  calls  them  back*  'With 

his  underftanding,  man  traces  his  own  capacities 

and  powers,  and  obferves  the  rife,  the  progrefs  and 

the  varied  combination  of  his  reflexions,  his  propen- 

iities  and  inclmations.    By  means  of  his  \mderiland« 

ing,  man  rules  over  all  the  beafts  of  the  earth } 

knows  how  to  reftrain  their  ftrength  and  over-rule 

their  fubtlety  by  prudence,  and  to  eafe  himfelf  by 

their  fervice  of  the  moft  diflicult  labours ;   and  the 

whole  inanimate  and  irrational  <:r€ation  is  rendered 

fubfendent  to  his  profit  and  pleafure.     By  his  im-i 

derftanding,  when  providence  has  allotted  him  an 

exalted  ftation  among  his  brethren,  he  comprehends 

thq^  multifarious  and  complicated  concerns  of  intire 

kmgdoms  and  flates ;  judges  of  the  flrength  and  the 

weaknefs  of  every  particular  diftrift  and  of  its  rela* 

don  to  the  wliole ;  is  vigilant  and  provident  for  the 

benefit  of  all ;   knows  how  to  coimedt  the  feveral 

capacities,  the.  jarring  interefb,  the  o^i^iite  views 

and  various  talents  of  his  fubjeds  with  each  other, 

to  keep  them  in  their  due  equilibrium,  and  to  turn 

them  all  to  the  advancement  of  one  and  the  fame 

.great  end ;  oilightens  and  smimates  millions  of  per« 

fons  by  the  radiance  he  diffufes  around  him,  and 

Ijovenis  them  fo,  that,  in  their  fovereign  they  revere 

VOL.  I.  cc  the 
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the  kindeft  of  fathers.    He  proceeds  ftiH  farther  ynih 
his  intelled.     By  unremitted  refleftion,  and  by  Ae 
help  of  a  refearching  mind,  he  dives  into  the  fecrcts 
of  nature ;  fcrutinizes  the  latent  caufes,  properties 
and  effefts  of  things ;   fees  and  admires  the  vnSdom 
and  art  difcemible  in  the  fmalleft  infe£i:  no  lefs  tiian 
in  the  ftrufture  of  the  worlds  and,  from  obfervations 
6n  what  are  in  and  of  themfelves  apparently  of  little 
import,  difcovers  the  univerfal  law  by  which  the 
largeft  of  the  heavenly  bodies  rolL     With  his  under- 
ftanding  man  lifts  himfelf  from  earth  to  heaVes, 
meafures  the  path  and  the  diftances^of  the  ftars,  ar* 
ranges  them  in  claffes,  calculates  their '  dimenfions, 
weighs  their  folidity,  and  feeks  aiid  finds  the  phce 
where  they  have  flood  for  thoufands  of  years,  and 
where  they  may  (land  for  ages  to  come.     Nay,  with 
his  underftanding  man  foars  to  the  knowledge  of  dl 
diings,  to  the  knowledge  of  him  who  is  the  creator 
and  ford  of  him  and  the  univerfe,  who  is  beauty  and 
perfe£Hon  itfelf,  before  whofe  grandeur  and  glory, 
♦funs  and  worlds  are  nothing.     Evai  the  infinite  attti- 
butes  of  this  moft  exalted  being  are  hot  abfolutely  hid* 
dm  from  him.     He  fees  them  refplendent  ih  all  his 
works,  and  (Indies  his  eternal  will  from  die  conftitui 
tions  and  arrangements  he  has  efbblifiied  in  nature.. 
And  who  can  fettle  the  boundaries  of  the  itnigina^^ 
tion  and  memory  of  the  human  foul  I    fbe  formeir 
travcrfes  the  immenfe  reahn  of  creation,  ferfwiftelr 
than  light;  ranges  from  one  folar,  from  one  planetary  * 
fyftem  to  anotheri  fotn»  new  worlds  to  itfelf;  con^ 
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ftefts  the  paft  with  the  prefent,  and  pierces  to  the 
remoteft  futurity.  The  latter,  the  memory,  can  re- 
ftore  to  Its  priftme  difpofition  and  arrangement  all 
that  we  have  ever  felt,  ail  that  we  have  ever  thought, 
and  of  which  no  trace  remains  without  us ;  it  can 
flora  up  unnumbered  ideas  of  the  moft  diffimilar 
things,  without  confufion  or  mixture,  for  our  future 
ufc ;  it  can  contain,  within  itfelf,  the  whole  circle  of 
arts  and  fciences,  all  that  ancient  and  modem  hiftory 
teaches  us  of  remarkable  tranfaftions,  bf  the  inven- 
tions  and  difcoveries  of  mankind,  ever  augmenting 
this  enormous  flock  of  knowledge,  and  at  all  times 
delivering  to  us  whatever  is  beft  adapted  to  our  pre^ 
fentpurpofe. 

With  what  faculties,  farther,  is  not  the  himian 
foul  endowed  ?  The  faculty  by  which,  of  its  mere 
will,  not  as  an  effed  of  a  natural  and  irrefiflible  in- 
ftin^  but  from  free  choice,  with  complete  confci- 
oufnefs,  and  to  wifely  direded  aims,  the  mofl  divert 
fified  movements  in  our  body  inflantaneoufly  and  in- 
fallibly arife,  and  by  means  of  them  a  thoufand  revo- 
lutions, in  the  objefts  without  us,  as  inflantaneoufly 
and  infalKbly  take  place,  and  at  its  command  as  fud- 
denly  and  certainly  ceafe :  this  faculty  is  an  image  of 
the  onmipotence  that  calls  that  which  is  not  into  be- 
ing, and  orders  that  to  pafs  ^way  which  is  to  exifjt 
JK)  more»  It  is  a  faculty  that  we  know  not  how  to 
esq;>lain,  but  which  undoubtedly  has  fomething  god- 
jike  in  it,  andexalts  man  far  above  the  inanimate  and 
the  inational  creation ;  a  faculty  that,  likewife,  rnuft 
c  c  a  have' 
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have  a  great  and  beneficial  influence  on  our  moral 
condu&,  if  we  ftudied  to  exert  it  with  greater  conii- 
deration,  and  learnt  to  apply  it  aright* 

In  fliort,  how  far  may  not  the  human  foul  advance 
in  moral  perfeftion  ?     She  is  not  neceflltated  to  fol- 
low a  blind  and  irrefifHble  infHnd.    She  determines 
herfelf.     She  ads  from  difcemment  and  choice,  from 
knowledge  and  argument*     She  knows  how  to  di& 
tinguifh  the  femblances  of  go6d  and  evil  from  what 
is  aftually  fo,  and  even,  by-  her  inferences,  to  bring 
the  remoteft  confequences  of  things  into  confidera- 
don*     She  is  fufceptible  of  the  noblefl  fentiments, 
and  capable  of  the  moft  magnanimous  afHons.    Has 
the  defire  of  pleafing  God  s^d  of  accompMiing  his 
will,  has  the  love  of  truth  and  virtue  once  got  the 
afcendant  in  her,  then  may  flie  withftand  and  repd 
the  ftrongeft  incitements  to  fin,  either  outward  or 
inward.     She  can  chearfully  facrifice  either  feme  or 
authority,  either  riches  or  honour,  either  quiet  or 
fortune,  either  health  or  life,  to  her  duty.     To  re- 
(emble  God,  her  heavenly  father,  in  juftice  and  be- 
neficence, to  copy  him  ever  more  clofely,  and  to  ren- 
der herfelf  ever  more  capable  of  nearer  communion 
with  him,  is  the  ultimate  objeft  of  her  inclinadons 
and  endeavours.    This  exalted  aim  flie  purfues  with 
undeviating  ardour ;    readily  renpimces  every  thing 
that  might  turn  her  afide  j  becomes  conftantly  wifcr 
and  better,  and  never  ceafes  from  flriving  after 
higher  degrees  of  perfeftion.     What  a  value,  what 
a  dignity  muft  the  human  foul  poif^s,  adorned  as  (he 

it  is 
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is  with  fuch  capacities  and  powers,  and  capable  of 
fuch  a  high  degree,  of  fo  inceiTant  an  elevation  of 
knowledge  and  virtue! 

It  is  true,  that  the  fame  human  foul,  from  whofe 
icapadties  and  powers  we  conclude  of  her  excellence^ 
has  likewife  her  we^  fide  $  and  were  I  to  deny  it^ 
or  endeavour  to  hide  it  from  you,  the  experience  of 
iall  mankind  pf  every  age  wo\ild  convid  me  of  falfe- 
jhood  and  infincerity.  Ties,  we  all  but  too  frequently 
jexperience  how  eafily  our  (oxH  faints  under  the  pref« 
fure  of  intejofe  application ;  how  fuddenly  flie  is  pre- 
cipitated from  the  heights  to  whic|i  fhe  had  climbed^ 
and  how  often  fhe  fatigue^  herfejf  in  vain  to  fcan  and 
explofe  th^m.  Vf^  ^li  but  too  much  experience 
how  eafily  wp  are  f€4^C|e4  into  error,  hpw  quickly 
we  fuflfer  oiufelves  to  be  hurried  away  by  violent  paf- 
fions  i  how  often  we  accept  the  femblance  of  a  mat« 
ter  for  its  adual  fubl^ance ;  and  how  difficult  it  is 
for  us  to  i^gajn  thie  path  of  truth  and  virtue,  when 
jHifie  we  have  deviated  from  it*  AU  of  us  ^periencQ 
but  too  much,  that,  ^t  prefer,  we  are  ftill  furroundf 
ed  by  great  daiknefs  and  imcertainty;  that  our 
knowledge  is  o^y  patchwork ;  Aat,  in  uxoft  of  our 
aims,  we  walk  by  feuth  and  not  by  fight ;  and  that, 
in  fine,  the  nobleft  capacities  of  our  nature  can  only 
be  carried  to  a  certain  degree  of  perfedion  pn  earth 
by  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  mankind.  But  be 
upon  your  guard^  that,  from  thefe  experiences,  you 
draw  no  inferences  detrimental  to  the  value  and  dig- 
nity  of  the  human  fouL     Confider  under  what  ad«- 

.CC3  verfc 
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verfe  drcumftances  flie  lives  and  a£ts  in  this  worid* 
Confider  how  much  (he  is  opprcffed  by  the  corrup. 
tion  of  fin ;  how  much  (he  is  confined  by  thcirregu- 
larities  and  infirmities  of  the  body  ;  how  much  Ihe 
is  impeded  in  her  fun£Hons  by  the  wants  and  afiain 
of  this  life^  which  demand  the  greateft  part  of  our 
time  »id  the  principal  exertions  of  our  powers  ;  and 
how  often  her  fire  is  even  repreffed  in  education^ 
and  reprefent  to  yourfelves  what  ihe  will  be,  when 
thefe  circumftances  fliall  be  changed,  thefe  impedi- 
ttients  removed,  and  Ihe  finds  herfetf  in  another  ^ 
a  better  world.  Then  will  flie  firft  fliew  herfelf  in 
lier  intire  vigour,  and,  if  we  at  prefent  pay  a  becom- 
ing attention  to  her  improvement  and  fanSification, 
tvill  proceed  with  rapid  fteps  from  one  degree  of  pei^ 
fedion  to  another.  Here,  according  to  the  wife  con- 
iUtution  that  God  has  eftablifhed,  fhe  neither  caa 
nor  ought  to  be  fo  perfeft  as  by  her  nature  (he  is 
adapted  to  become ;  and  herein  (he  lofes  no  more  rf 
her  worth  and  excellency,  than  the  diamond  lofes  of 
its  intrinfic  value  by  not  being  cut  and  poliflied^ 

But,  it  may  be  faid,  what  are  thefe  faculties  and 
'powers  of  the  human  foul,  let  them  be  as  great  as 
they  may,  when  compared  with  the  powers  and  fii- 
culties  of  fuperior  beings  ?  Indeed,  my  pious  hearer, 
^liQii  I  confider  the  immeafurable  magnitude  of  the 
univerfe ;  when  I  refleO:  how  probable  it  is,  that  ^eee 
occupy  but  one  of  the  loweft  places  among  the  in* 
telligent  creatures  of  God  ^  when  I  ruminate  on  the 
diftance  between  mankind  and  the  higheft  order  of 

fpirits, 
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fjpmtB^  which  may  be  9s  great,  and  pr(^>abl]r  muc^ 
greater  than  the  diftance  between  the  acute^  humaf 
mind  and  that  of  the  fimpleft  infant :  at  f^ch  time^ 
Z  am  loft  ^l  my  own  refle£dons ;  it  then  appears  to 
me  as  if  the  alcribing  of  fiich  value  to  my  bum^j^ 
IbuJ  as  I  a^  ufed  to  give  it,  were  nothing  more  tha^ 
^  fn^eftion  of  over-weening  pride.  In  thc^  mo 
menis  revelation  coihes  to  ngiy  aid.  That  teache^ 
me  what  God,  the  creator  of  fphits,  has  done  for  t^ 
human  foulf  and  this  firees  me  from  aU  doubt 
that  it  muft  have  a  great  vflue  in  his  {igh,t,  wh^ 
d^m  can  infalSUy  judge  of  the  value  of  ;thing8.  I 
AiaU  not,  2^  prefent,  obf<^^  how  muctii  the  wifdos^ 
an^  goodnefs  of  G  od  is  revealed  in  the  ftrudure  of 
the  body  whi^h  the  foul  inhjtbits }  how  ctuioully  alji 
the  orgms  of  fenfe  are  adapted  to  it^  ^inftru^on^ 
imd  how  plainly  <^  the  methods  C|f  his  pi^ovi^encf 
lend  to  the  Advancement  of  its  peifediqp.  I  ihaU 
Dpt  at  prefect  niake  my  f^ppeal  to  the^equency  witl^ 
which  God  has  f(^  e^^oi;dinary  teachers  to  ^msuv 
kind^  tp  dffcover  to  J^em  his  wdlytortcf^  thf^4^C^ 
^eir  '4evi^tions  and  to  prom<>tethe^  falvation^  hsf(W 
oftm  he  h^  ey^  employed  cds&^  mefl'^ers,  t9 
refcue  them  from  dang^s  said  to  cemfy  thqp  of  hi^ 
gracious  protedion.  I  wjU  only  now  Te^iflnfi  y^V  qf 
iht  laft  ^d  moft  glorious  revelation  of  the  diyinp 
grace  promulgated  |o  u$-  by  the  go^eL  .  ,Chrift,  ^ 
friends,  th^only  begotten, fopapf  God,  the  jqrfl ^an^ 
iiead  of  ^ingels,  by  whom  God  made  the  worW>  an^ 
jftill  governs  it,  diverts  hipifelf  5>f  jtpjs,  authpaty  an^ 
c  c  4  g  Wt 
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glory,  comes  upon  earth,  takes  our  nature  upon  bim, 
lives  among  mankind,  is  their  brother,  their  teacher, 
their  mediator,  fuffers  for  them  unfpeakable  pains, 
and  dies  at  laft  as  afacrificefbrtheirfinsonthecrois, 
to  deliver  human  fouls  from  ruin,  to  enlighten  hu* 
man  fouls,  to  improve,  to  fan£tify  them,  to  jM-eparc 
for  them  the  way  to  communion  with  God  and  to 
everlafting  happinefs,  to  make  them,  from  fervants 
of  fin  and  death,  the  children  of  the  Moil  High, 
heirs  of  a  blefled  immortality,  citizens  of  heaven* 
Thefe  proofs  of  divine  love  towards  mankind,  elevate 
them  far  above  all  that  we  cm  underltand  or  con* 
ceive ;  and  diis  very  proof  ojF  the  divine  love  muft 
necefifarily  give  our  nature  a  quite  different,  in  reality 
an  inexpreflible  dignity.  What  we  learn  therein  of 
^e  love  of  God  towards  man  muft  neceflarily  confer 
upon  our  nature  a  quite  peculiir^  an  inesepreiBbk 
dignity.  Tes,  when  I  contemplate  that  love  as  Um 
love  of  a  father  for  his  children,  tha(  \t  i^;  c^dained 
us  to  the  greateft  felidtyi  I  can  no  loiter  doubt  that 
the  human  foul  is  predous  In  his  fi^ht.  Then  everj 
fcruple  aiifing  from  my  reflexions  on  the  iinmenfity 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  on  the  countleft  multitude 
of  his  adorers,  and  on  the  inconjiderable  ftation  I  fill 
amongft  them,  vamfres  from  my  mind.  Then  I  re« 
cover  from  the  illufion  into  which  the  qonfideration 
of  hi$  infinite  greatnefs  and  my  own  infignjficancy 
Ihad  thrown  me.  I  am  fenfible  to  the  ivhole  value, 
the  hcHXour,  and  the  felicity  of  being  his  child,  of 
b^armg  hiis  likenefs,  and  of  being  the  brother  of  Jefos. 

Kgurc 
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Rgurc  to  yourfelves,  laftly,  from  the  worth  and 
excellency  of  your  fouls,  what  their  future  appoint- . 
meat  and  lot  muft  be.  Has  not  the  refiedion  al- 
ready arifen  in  your  minds  from  the  foregdng  con- 
^derations,  that  our  foul  is  not  here  what  by  its  na- 
ture it  may  and  ought  to  be ;  that  its  capacities  and 
powers  are  far  too  great  and  noble  to  be  con^letdy 
difplayed  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  ?  And 
may  we  not  thence  venture  to  infer,  that  the  God 
who  cannot  poflibly  fail  in  his  defigns,  and  who  im- 
parts to  his  creatures  no  faculties  which  they  never 
can  employ,  has  not  formed  our  foul  for  this  terref- 
trial  feene  alone,  that  this  is  but  the  firft  and  loweft 
ftep  on  the  fcale  of  its  exiftence,  that  it  is  appointed 
to  a  continually  advandng,  to  an  eternal  elevation  f 
And  ffuift  wenot  draw  this  inference  from  what  God 
has  done  for  our  foul  ?  Would  he,  who  is  wifdom 
Itfelf,  who  always  exa£Uy  jn^oportions  the  means  to 
im  ends,  would  he  have  made  fuch  great  prepari* 
tiveSy  fuch  marvelous  difpofitions,  to  the  promoting 
of  our  natural  and  moral  perfedion,  if  he  had  only 
prodded  us  that  we  might  pals  a  few  years  of  more 
fenfible  than  rational  life,  and  then  return  again  to 
nodung?  How!  God  has  made  me  capable  of  ^ 
imowmg  him,  of  worihiping  him,  of  loving  him,  of 
feddng  my  whole  &licity  in  him ;  and  this  capacity, 
firom  which  I  have  a  right  to  promife  myfelf  fb  much, 
^hidi  infpires'me  with  fo  ardent  a  defire  after  a 
dofer  communion  with  this  glorious  being,  I  am  to 
k>feindeathi  No;  God  cannot  annihilate  creatures 
-  whom 
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iK^m  he  has  endowed  with  fuch  faoikies,  and  fa- 
Toured  fo  highly  beride$ ;  and»  if  iie  cianot  deftroy 
tbeoiy  then  are  they  fafe  froni  all  deftru^tion.  U 
Aek  ccmclufions  have  not  fuffident  force  to  convince 
you  of  this,  thea  take  the  documents  of  chriftianity 
npon  it.  It  diiEpates  all  the  darkneis  and  imcertaior 
ty  whidi  in  diit  particular  mi^  ftill  remain.  Eiv- 
lightened  by  the  light,  of  chriftianity,  we  authentically 
know  that  our  fouls  fhall  not  die,  that  they  ihall  live 
£>r  ever,  that  they  ihall  exchange  this  world  here* 
after  for  a  better.  There  will  they  unfold  all  dieir 
^Kulties  and  powers,  and  attain  to  the  higheft  degree 
of  activity  and  ftrength.  There  will  they  proceed 
from  one  ftage  of  Jmowledge  t6  another,  from  vir- 
tue to  fuperior  virtue,  £rom  happinels  to  fuperior 
Jiappineft,  and  nothing  will  impede  them  in  thar 
progrefs*  Gionous  arrangement !  Happy  portion ! 
For  ever  fliall  we  live  and  ad,  for  ever  be  more  fa- 
k&  and  happy,  and  for  ever  make  hearer  ap|»:oache8 
to  God  Moll  High.  Yes,  then  will  it  fixft  appear 
that  God  has  made  man  in  his  own  image;.  Then 
will  our  nature  appear  in  the  full  difplay  of  its  dig- 
nity, in  all  its  magnificence  and  grandeur. 

Behold,  o  man,  thus  noble  is  thy  origin,  thus  ex- 
tenfive  are  thy  capacities,  fuch  great  things  haswGod 
done  for  thee,  fo  exalted  is  thy  vocation !  Thy  foul 
is  of  divine  defcent ;  it  is  capable  of  an  ever-incrcaf- 
ing  perfedion ;  it  is  of  infinite  duration.  Oh  praife 
thy  creator;  let  all  that  is  within  thee  extol  his  name! 
Be  fenfible  to  thy  worth ;   forget  not  thy  d^'ty.; 

leam 
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learn  to  prize  thyfelf,  and  to  think  and  aflt  propor* 
tk«mtely  to  thy  value.  Rejoice  in  thy  happinefe, 
and  ever  render  thyfelf  more  fufceptible  of  it  by  wit 
dom  and  virtue.  But  fliudder  likewife  at  the  mifery, 
at  the  inconceivable  mifery,  of  which  this  natural  ex- 
cellency makes  thee  fufceptible,  and  fliun  the  way 
that  leads  to  it,  the  way  of  vice,  whicji  degrades  thee, 
that  hurls  thee  from  the  throne  to  which  thou  art 
ordained  and  renders  thee  a  flave. 

Oh  how  much  to  be  pitied  are  fenfual  and  earthly* 
minded  men,  who  never  rife  above  vifible  things, 
never  ferioufly  refled  on  the  privileges  ^granted  them 
by  God,  on  the  perfeftion  and  glory  to  which  he  hat 
called  them;  who  are  infenfible  to  their  nobl^ 
powers,  or  mifapply  them  to  voluptuoirfhefe,  to  ini* 
quity,  to  fm ;  who  are  as  it  were  all  matter,  and 
think  they  live  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  fatisfy 
their  corporeal  wants,  to  abandon  thaufelves  to  fen* 
fual  gratifications,  or  to  accumulate  unprofitable  trea- 
fures !  How  can  they  imagine  that,  for  this  end, 
God  has  fo  far  exalted  them  above  the  beafts  of  the 
earth,  that  to  this  end  he  has  ufed  fo  many  extraor- 
dinary means  for  their  deliverance  and  their  falvation, 
or  that  in  thefe  purfuits  they  Ihall  attain  the  end  for 
which  they  were  created !  How  can  they  boaft  of, 
what  is  indeed  the  higheft  boaft  of  man,  that  they 
are  honoured  with  the  image  of  God,  and  that  they 
may  be  conftantly  drawing  nearer  to  that  glorious 
being,  and  ever  gaining  a  clofer  refemblance  to  him ! 
No }   they  blelie  their  nobility ;   they  debafe  th^nw 

felvcs 
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felves^to  an  inferior  clafe  of  beings ;  they  defeat  the 
great  defigns  their  maker  has  upon  them  i  they  pre* 
fer  darknefs  to  light,  bondage  to  freedom^  a  merely 
fenfual  and  animal  life  to  one  that  is  heavenly  and 
divine.  The  exalted,  the  everlalting  felicity  of  which 
tl^r  natm'6  is  capable,  they  fpuiii  from  them  with 
contempt.  Yet  this  is  not  all :  they  thus  are  pre^ 
paring  for  themfelves  punifhments,  which  will  be  fo 
much  the  heavier  as  the  talents  are  more  excellent 
which  God  has  committed  to  them,  and  which  they 
abufe.  This  ye  may  do,  o  foolifli  men ;  ye  may 
weaken,  deprave,  difgrace  your  foul,  by  folly  and 
vice ;  ye  may  render  it  totally  incapable  of  the  favour 
of  God  and  the  blifs  of  the  future  world ;  ye  may 
beguile  it,  and  hide  your  ihame  and  your  mifery 
from  yourfehres.  But  kill  it  you  cannot.  It  is  inh 
mortal.  It  will  live  fcwr  ever.  It  will  awake  from 
its  illufions  in  another  flate ;  and  then  will  it  feel  the 
whde  weight  of  the  ihame  and  mifery  that  lies  upon 
it.  Then  will  you  experience,  to  your  extreme  af-* 
fright,  the  truth  of  what  the  Saviour  fays,  that  it  will 
profit  a  man  nothing  to  have  gained  the  whole  world, 
if  he  lofe  his  own  foul ;  or  what  fhall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  foul  ?  LamentabJe  profpeds ! 
dreadful  expeftations !  Oh  flrive  to  put  your  foul 
into  a  better  frame,  er^  that  great  day  arriye  which 
fhall  decide  your  future  lot.  Raife  yourfelves  from 
the  earth ;  rend  yourfelves  from  the  dominion  of 
fordid  pleafuresi  Avail  yourfelves  of  the  gracious 
di^ofitions  of  God  through  Chrift,  for  the  deliver^ 

ance 
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ance  of  our  fouls.  Seek  of  him  and  his  dodrine 
that  light  which  can  enlighten  you,  that  power  which 
can  amend  and  fanftify  you,  that  grace  which  can 
confole  and  blefs  you.  Accuftpm  yourfclves  to  con- 
fider  and  to  judge  of  every  thing  by  its  analogy  with 
the  futurity  that  awaits  you,  and  purfue  fuch  a  courfe 
as  is  fuitable  to  the  excellency  of  your  nature. 

Let  the  confideration  of  this  excellency  of  the  hu- 
man foul  inftruft  and  comfort  you,  ye' poor  and  low 
among  the  pfcople,  whom  neither  riches,  nor  illuftri- 
ous  pedigree,  nor  exalted  ftations  procin-e  any  regard. 
Let  it  infpire  you,  not  with  pride,  but  with  a  gener- 
ous confidence,  a  lively  fentimetit  of  your  inherent- 
dignity.  Let  it  teach  you  contentednefs  in  your  con- 
dition. Let  thefe  confiderations  ferve  as  prefcrvatives 
from  bafe  fentimeiits^  and  fordid  behaviour.  That 
which  tn\ly  exalts  mankind  skbove  the  other  creatures, 
what  renders  them  capable  of  fuch  great  perfection 
and  happinefs,  is  common  to  you  with  the  mightieft 
of  the  earth,  with  princes  and  with  kings.  If  you 
poflefs  the  effendal  and  everlafting  privileges  of  man- 
kind, how  eafily  may  you  difpenfe  with  the  things 
that  have  more  outward  fliew  than  interior  worth, 
and  the  poffeffion  of  which  is  confined  to  a  few  ^ears. 
Honour  therefore  them,  to  whom,  by  an  effea  of 
the'diverfity  of  ftation  eftabliflied  by  providence,  ho- 
nour is  due.  Be  obediei^  to  them  who  have  a  right 
to  command  you :  but  both  honour  and  obey,  in  a 
manner  confift^t  with  die  excellency  of  your  nature, 
geoeroufly  and  nobly,  not  with  meannefs  and  abjed 
i  fervilityj 
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fervility ;  and  account  it  no  misfortune  that  yon 
have  no  fhare  in  that  fupremacy  and  honour.  Seek 
only  to  embellifh  your  foul  with  knowledge  and  vir- 
tue, to  maintain  your  moral  freedom,  to  renew  yoiiN 
felves  after  the  image  of  God,  an^  to  become  fitted 
for  a  bleffed  immortality ;  thus,  in  whatever  ftation 
you  are  placed,  you  will  be  great  and  happy,  both 
in  the  prefcnt  and  in  the  better  world. 

And  you,  who  have  power  and  authority  in  your 
hands,  you  who,  by  the  ftationyou  fill  in  human  fo* 
dety,  or  by  the  other  advantages  that  adorn  you,  are 
fo  far  exalted  above  your  brethren,  never  forget  that 
thofe  who  are  beneath  you  poffefs  what  prindpally 
ennobles  man,  what  gives  him  his  greateft  worth,  in 
common  with  you  j  that  their  nature  is  as  excellent 
as  yours  j.  that  they  have  the  fame  defUhation  with 
you}  and  they  are  moftly  accidental  and  tranfitory 
things  by  which  you  are  diftinguiflied  from  them. 
Beware  then  of  confidering  them  as  if  they  were  be- 
ings of  an  inferior  order  ^    and  conftantly  refleft, 
that  nothing,  abfolutely  nothing,  can  make  a  man 
mean  and  contemptible  but  folly  and  vice.     Teftify, 
much  rather,  even  to  the  loweil  among  mankind^ 
the  efteem  and  affedtion  that  is  their  due  as  rational 
and  immortal  creatures,  as  children  of  our  imiverfal 
Father  in  heaven,  as  co-heirs  of  your  future  glory ; 
the  r^ard  and  love  which  God  and  his  fon  Jefus 
have  Ihewn  to  them,  and  everlaftingly  will  fhew. 

And  all  you,  who  bear  the  mme  dP  dbriftiantf 
coofds  likewife  here  the  excellency  of  the  pk  wi^ 

which 
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wliich  God  has  favoured  you  in  the  chrlftian  rev^Ia* 
don.  To  this  revelation  you  are  chiefly  indebted 
for  the  knowledge  you  have  of  the  dignity  of  your 
foul,  and  its  high,  vocation.  To  this  revelaticm  you 
are  indebted  for  knowing  the  means  whereby  you 
may  maintain  this  dignity  of  your  foul,  and  reach  . 
•Ae  ends  of  its  formation.  This  divine  rcveladon 
has  even  guided  you,  chriftian  philofophers,  on  the 
way  of  tiruth,  has  removed  the  grand  impediments 
that  might  have  flopped  your  progrefs  on  it,  and 
given  you  both  light  and  force  to  walk  with  firmer 
ftep  and  to  come  nearer  to  the  mark  of  perfpicuity 
and  certainty. 

O  chriftiani,  revere  the  heavenly  dodrine  to  which 
you  are  fo  much  indited.  Beware  how  you  mifufe 
this  gtacious  prefent,  or  apply  it  only  to  the  adorn- 
ing of  your  minds.  1^  the  light,  with  which  it  en- 
lightens  you,  ftVifce  into  your  hearts,  fo  as  to  chear 
and  fertilize  them  to  generous  fentiments.  Let  it 
not  only  guide  your  perceptions  and  judgments,  but 
let  it  direft  your  inclinations  and  regulate  your  con- 
dud.  Think  anc^  a€t  at  all  times  fo  as  becomes 
creatures  whofe  origin  is  fo  illuftrious,  whofe  faculties 
are  fo  great,  whofe  ordinatioh  is  fo  glorious.  And 
whenever  temptations  flatter,  whenever  the  men  of 
the  world  would  feduce  you  to  take  part  in, their  foU 
lies  and  excefles,  then  let  thefe  thoughts  be  prelent 
to  your  mind :  —  What!  fliall  I  debafe  my  rational 
and  immortal  foul  ?  Shall  I  prefer  grofs  and  animal 
gratlficadons  to  the  pure  and  noble  pleafures  and 

purfuits 
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purfUlts  of  the  mind  ?    Shall  I,  by  foolifh  andfen^ 
fual  purfuits,  plunge  from  the  eminence  on  which  I 
Hand,  as  the  image  of  the  ddty,  into  the  mirey  poo) 
of  walloMong  beads  ?     Shall  I  furrender  the  happi*- 
nefs  to  which  I  am  invited  in  the  world  to  come,  and 
difqualify  myfelf  for  it,  that  I  may  enjoy  a  few  fleet- 
ing  goods  and  fallacious  joys  of  the  prefent,  or  that  I 
may  gratify  particular  perfons,  and  purchafe  thdbr  fe. 
Your  at  the  expence  of  my  innocence  and  peace? 
No ;  I  will  endeavour  to  maintain-the  poft  my  aea<i 
tor  has  affigned  me,  and  worthily  to  employ  theta^ 
lents  he  has  intruded  to  my  care,  that  he  may  mtnift 
me,  as  a  faithful  fervant,  with  more  hereafter,  and 
requite  the  ufe  he  approves  of  my  feculties  and  ad- 
vantages with  higher  advahtages  and  greater  powers,  , 
To  know  him,  to  commune  with  him,  to  direS  my 
heart  and  my  life  by  his  will,  to  ftrengthen  andchcr- 
i(h  in  me,  each  beneficent,  each  friendly  propenfity, 
to  become  coriflantly  wifer  and  better,  and  even  now 
to  purfue  a  heavenly  courfe,  fhall  be  my  chief  con- 
cern, my  glory  and  my  joy.     This  fliall  fupply  the 
want  or  the  lofs  of  all  earthly  diflindions,  tranfport 
me  beyond  time  and  the  grave,  and  lay  a  firm  foun^ 
dation  for  my  everlafUng  perfe£tion  and  happincfs* 
And  may  this  be  the  purpofe  and  endeavour  of  us 
all ;  may  this  be  our  future  portion ! 
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OGODs  who  alone  haft  immortality,  and  liveft 
from  f yerlafting  to  everlafting,  how  abfolutely 
nothing  are  aft  mankind  before  thee,  the  Eternal  and 
Infinite!  W^e  are  of  yefterday,  and  perhaps  to- 
morrow jIhaU  be  no  more!  Short  and  uncertain 
are  -  our  days  on  earth ;  they  pafs  away  like  a 
ihadow !  Yet  under  Ay  controul  and  according  to 
Ay  appointment!  Yet  abundant  in  confequenees 
for  all  ftiture  times  and  eternitie$ !  Yes,  the  num. 
ber  of  our  monthjs  h  with  thee,  thou  haft  apppintecj 
U^  a  bound  that  we  cannot  paf?.  Daily,  hourly,  we 
are  drawing  nev^r  to  it;  and  how  foon  ihall  we  not 
attain  it !  But  glorious  is  the  mark  that  fhines  before 
W.at  the  end  of  our  courfe,  the  mark  after  which 
thou  haft  commanded  us  to  ftrive :  it  is  a  fuperior 
.     VOL.  u  .Dp  perfeSdon, 
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perfe6Uon,  a  purer  felicity  than  this  earthly  life  can 
afford  us !  Yes,  thou  haft  called  us^  who  are  duft 
and  aflies^o  immortality ;  thou  haft  made  us  capa- 
ble of  an  everlafting  duration,  of  an  ever-increafing 
felicity.  And  how  important  is  not  thus  our  fliort 
life-time  on  earth !  How  important  every  day,  every 
•  hour  of  it !  Here  we  are  to  prepare  and  form  our- 
felv^  for  that  fupcrior,  better  life.  Here  we  are  to 
accumulate  treafure3,  treafures  of  wifdom  and  virtue, 
for  futiirity.  Oh  might  we  never  lofc  fight  of  our 
high  deftination !  Might  we  conftantly  be  coming 
nearer  it  every  year,  every  day !  May  particularly 
the  year  we  have  entered  upon  to^ay,  be  bleffed  in 
this  refpeft,  and  be  diftinguifhed  from  all  the  paft 
years  of  our  life  by  a  zealous,  unabated  progrefs  to- 
wards the  mark  'of  our  high  calling !  Yes,  to  thee 
the  lord  and  father  of  our  life,  may  this  gift  of  tKy 
bounty  be  confecrated,  to  the  faithful  accomplifli- 
ment  of  thy  will  and  the  duties  of  our  fuperior  cdef- 
tial  vocation!  Oh  teach  us  then. its  importance, 
teach  us  thoroughly  to  know  and  to  feel  the  value 
of  the  time,  whether  longer  or  flxorter,  thou  haft  ap- 
pointed each  of  us  for  his  terreftrial  abode  as  the 
period  of  his  exercife  and  preparation;  and" grant 
that  we  may  ever  employ  it  more  faithfully,  improve 
it  more  diligently,  and  thus  ever  ftrengthen  forther 
our  hope  of  a  bleffed  immortality.  Yes,  let  us  con- 
tinue and  complete  this  new  period  of  our  lives  with 
the  fame  good,  pious  fentiments  and  difpofitiont 

7  wiA 
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'With  which  we  hare  begun  it.  Blefs  to  that  end 
our  reflexions  on  thefe  important  fubjeds,  and  1^ 
them  have  a  powerful,  lading  influence  on  the 
whole  of  our  future  condud.  We  aflc  it  of  thee 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  our  lord,  addrefling 
thee  farther,  with  filial  confidence,  in  his  words: 
Our  father,  &c. 


Psalm  cxliv.  4. 


Man  14,  like  a  thing  of  nought:  his  time  pafTeth  away  like  a 
fhadow. 

l^rOTHING  is  by  many  perfons  more  thoiight- 
-*-  ^  lefsly  fquandered  away  than  their  time.  They 
hold  nothing  to  be  nlore  infignificant  than  an  hour, 
^  day,  or  a  week.  Therefore,  as  they  have  always 
time  enough  for  every  thing,  they  put  every- thing 
oflF  from  one  time  to  another,  and  take  no  account 
of  its  lofs.  Therefore  it  is,  that  time  feeiris,  by  their 
feelings,  fo  tedious  in  its  progrefs,  hangs  often  fo 
heavy  on  their  hands,  as  to  make  them  anxioufly 
long  for  each  fucCeflSve  change  or  feftioti  of  it* 
Therefore  it  is,  tha^  they  are  fo  feduloufly  attentive 
to  the  means  'of  fhortening  their  time,  and  fo  eageff 
to  feize  on  any  thing  that  promifes  them  this  favour. 
Therefore,  every  diiEpation,  every  company,  every 
i>  D  a  amufe« 
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amufementy  €yery  play  or  farccj  every  new  icenc, 
be  it  ne?er,fo  terrifying  or  alarming,  finds  fo  iietrty 
a  welcomjB. — Would  one  not  imagbe  Aat  perfbas 
who  think  in  this  manner  were  Ture  of  their  lives  for 
hundreds  or  thoufands  of  years  to  come,  and  that 
the  profpeft  erf  this  long  continuance  -filled  Aem 
with  perturbation  and  horror  ?  And  yet  thefe  are 
beings  of  yefterday,  and  may  perhaps^fee  nothing  of 
to-mcwrow !  Mortals,  whofe  time  flits  away  like  a 
fhadow !  Men,  whofe  longeft  life  is  as  fhort  as  it  is 
uncertain,  and  who  even  themfelves  but  too  fire* 
quently  complain  of  the  brevity  and  uncertainty  of 
it !  Whence,  then^  this  dired  contrariety  with 
themfelves?  How  cai  one  and  the  fame  fubjeft 
have  fuch  oppofite  qualities,  and  occafion  fuch  op- 
pofite  judgments?  Becaufe  it  is  not  always  feen  ia 
the  fame  point  of  view,  not  always  enjoyed  by  Ae 
fame  meafure  and  rule ;  becaufe  it  is  not  always 
judged  of  by  what  in  and  of  itfelf  it  is,  hut  Kfited- 
ing  to  the  prefent  fentiments  a  man  has  c^  kj  vd 
the  ufe  to  which  he  applies  it.  Is  the  time  ftiUfii* 
ture,  do  whole  months  and  years  lie  ftiU  beetween^ 
then  its  tedious  approach  makes  the  nuui  o^  ike 
^orld  impatient :  is  it  prefent,  and  he  knows  not 
well  how  to  employ  it  j  then  the  weight  of  it  is  a 
burden :  is  it  paft,  has  it  flipped  jfrcan  him  unufed 
and  unenjbyedj  ^en  he  laments  the  fhortneis  and 
velocity  of  it.  Mere  miflakes,  which  he  abas 
avoids,  \«^o  knows  how  to  eftimate  the  value  of 
thne,  and  cpnftantly  to  make  a  goo4  ofe  of  it.   To 

him 
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!um>  the  time  that  is-  allotted  him  on  earth  is  of  the 
utmoft  iaq)ortance,  a&  he  underftands  its  natiure  and 
deftinatioA,  and  m  the  application  of  it  has  both  of 
fbefiaf  <^0!lftaatly  in'  view.  And  this,  my  dear  bre« 
ihren^  it  ihould  be  to  us,  to  us  who  have  again  left 
'  behlfiid  ufi  aootheif  krge  jTeSion  of  it,  and  are  come 
iieattt-  its  end  by  one  whole  yesa*  \  To  the  farthos- 
ance  of  this  purpofe  let  us,  firft,  confider  the  grestt 
value  or  the  vaft  importance  of  time,  in  fo  &r  as  it 
Hmits  our  fojourn  and  our  deftinadon  on  earth;  and 
then  jitoEw  a  few  precepts  from  the  refult  for  the 
pmdent  regulatioa  of  our  behaviour  in  pegard  to  it 
Th^  time  of  our  life  upon  earth  is  important,  it  is 
of  gveat  value,  as  k  is  fhort,  a^  of  extremely  un* 
certain  ^raiion.  He  need  not  be  very  choice  of 
his  time,  and  m%ht  fee  fomewhat  prodigal  of  it,  who 
ihould  have  fome  tlxHifands  di  years  to  live,  and 
^was  fbre  of  his  Uhi  s  But  by  no  means  he  who  can 
fcarcely  count  upon  0^  jnaay  days,  smd  not  upoii 
one  with  any  a0uraiice !  Ye$,  fhort  is  the  longeft 
life  of  man  j  and  yet  very  few  of  the  fpecies  attain 
to  die  utmoft  iiimts  of  it  Numbers  ate  obliged  to 
quit  the  courfe,  when  they  have  but  juft  entered 
ppcm  it  J  hav5p  hardly  advanced  a  few  fteps,  ere 
they  know  any  thing  either  of  its  ufe  ox  deftination, 
^re  they  have  tailed  its  pleafures  or  experiepiGcd  its 
troubles*  An4  how  many  others  are  fnatched  away 
J^  deaA,  before  they  have  left  the  half  of  it  behmd, 
and  come  at  once  to  the  goal  whicli  they  tKought  at 
fp  gr.e^t  a  diftance!     And  what  ai::e  even  feventy  or 
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eighty  years  to  fuch  as  have  paffed  them  ?  Are  they 
any  thing  more  than  a  tranfient  morning's  dream  to 
a  being  that  pants  after  inmiortality,  and  feels  inex^ 
hauftible  powers  and  infatiable  defires  within  him? 
And  who  of  us  all  can  tell  whether  he  flxall  dream 
out  this  dream,  or  whether  he  fliall  not  much  fooner 
awake  in  another  fcene  of  things?  Who  erf  us 
knows  whether  the  prefent'year  may  not  be  the  laft, 
whether  the  prefent  day  may  not  be  the  laflt<?  him? 
As  certainly  as  we  are  a^l  here  at  prefent  alive,  fo 
certainly  mil  more  than  one  of  us  be  no  longer  on 
the  earth  by  the  end  of  the  prefent  year.  And  this 
may  be  the  portion  of  the  youngeft,  the  healthieft, 
the  ftrongeft,  as  well  as  of  the  moft  aged  and  infirm; 
it  may  attack  any  one  of  us,  however  great  the  fqii- 
timent  of  his  vital  powi^rs  may  be  at  prefent !  And 
muft  not  the  time,  which  is  fo  fhort  and  uncertain, 
be  of  great  value  to  us  ?  Can  we  afford  to  fquander 
^y  of  ft  away  ?  Can  we  allow  afty  of  it  to  run  to 
liyafte?  Did  the  youth  confider,  that,  even  jn  die 
fpring  tide  of  this  life,  he  may  become  a  prey  to 
death;  that* he  may  bloffom  here,  but  not  bear 
ft-uit ;  did  the  piai^  refleft  that  he  may  not  reach  die 
pinnacle  of  extreme  old  age  j  that  he  nuiy  b,e  thrown 
into  the  grave  in  the  midft  of  his  (;ourfe :  how  very 
liifferejitly  would  both  the  one  and  the  other  apply 
imd  enjoy  their  appointed  time!  How  carefWly 
would  the  former  cherifh  and  guard,  in  the  bloom 
of  his  life,  that  jnnpqence  that  is  to  be'the  ground  of 
hif  blifs  in  a  better  world ;  and  how  zealoufly  wQjild 
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the  Other  ftrive  to  anfwer  tp  his  vocation !  But  doea 
dither  the  one  or  the  other  know  the  contrary  of 
this,  with  any  aflurance  ?  Can  the  former  reckon, 
with  certainty,  on  feeing  the  fummer,  can- the  latter 
on  feeing  the  autumn  of  his  life  ?  And  fliould  not 
both  of  them,  then,  fo  pafs  the  few  uncertain  years 
they  have  to  live,  as  though  every  one  of  them  werf 
to  be  the  laft  ?  ^ 

The  time  of  our  life  on  earth  is,  farther,,  very 
important,  it  is  of  great  value,  as  it  flits  away  wiA 
incredible  fpeed.  The  time  of  man,  fays  our  text, 
pafTeth  away  like  a  (hadow.  Place  thyfelf  upon  the 
margin  of  a  rapid  torrent ;  obferve  with  what  ince£^ 
fant  force  one  drop  purines  another,  one  wave  drives^ 
on  another,  how  every  moment  thj^  furface  of  the 
ftream  is  changed,  how  foon  and  how  far  what  thou 
fciweft  but  now  is  rolled  away  beyond  the  fight,  an4 
how  it  flows  together  to  the  larger  river,  and  afters 
wards,  with, the  river  itfelf,  is  abforbed  in  the  ocean; 
then  wilt  thou  have  a  fimilitude  of  the  velocity  with 
which  thy  hours,  thy  days,  thy  years,  flow  on. 
Yesv  every  thing,  as  it  were,  adds  fleetnefs  to  time! 
What  a  cgnfiderable  portion  of  it  are  we  robbed  of 
by  fleep,  th^  brother  of  death !  How  clofe  togethefr' 
how  blended,  are  commonly  the  n^oment  of  being 
awake  and  the  firft  inftant  of  fleep !  How  imper# 
ceptible,  how  totally  effacf^d  from  our  remembrance^ 
how  completely  annihilated  is  the  interval  between 
them !  And  then  the  various  and  fucceflive  aflPairf 
^life,  which  a^mit  of  no  delay,  conft^ndy  purfiif^ 
p  p  4  ing 
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jilg  and  pifeffing  on  each  other;  the  daUy^  tbn 
liourly  revolutions  and  viciffitudes  of  every  thing 
about  us ;  our  own  reftlefs  endeavours  after  fome 
cnd^  after  greater  sldivity  and  haj^inefty  after  neir 
pleafiires  and  profpe&s }  the  multitude  said  variety 
efvkws,  of  pcc^&Sy  of  concerns,  of  eiqpeftations, 
^  obflades,  of  impulfes,  of  joys  and  forrows,  v^hich 
are  continually  meeting,  purfuing,  overtaking,  of 
impeding  \is  in  the  path  of  life:  how  much  mu(t 
90t  all  thefe  accelerate  the  race  of  time !  Yes,  rajHd, 
inconceivably  nqrid,  is  its  current  i  Ere  we  have 
looked  about  us,  it  is  gone ;  ere  we  have  made  up 
cur  minds,  the  opportunity  for  doing  or  enjoying 
good  is  pad.  Nothing  can  detain  i^  flight,  nothing 
^koLte  the  rapidity  of  its  courfe.  Tirefome  as  it  may 
^equendy  feem,  in  regard  to  our  wiihes  and  ex* 
jpe&ations,  fb  quickly  is  it  elapfed  when  once  it  is 
arrived;  and  from  him  who  knows  not  how  to  pize 
ks  worth,  and  does,  not  feel  its  value,  who  does  no( 
account  of  hours  and  mcmients  as  well  as  of  day^ 
5jnd  years,  from  him  will  the  greater  pset  of  it  flow 
6n  unufed  and  unenjoyed. 

The  time  of  our  life  on  earth  i?,  thirdly,  of  con-^ 
ifi^uence,  it  is  of  great  value,  as  it  is  irrevocable. 
Once  i^,  it  is  gone  for  ever.  Once  elapfed,  un- 
ited and  unenjoyed,  it  is  for  ever  Iofl:«  No  remorfe^ 
90  4ears,  no  lamentations,  caii  recall  it  from  the 
goiph  of  the  paffit  Wl^re  is  the  year  vre  completed 
y^erisji  where  are  the  hours  we  have  ah-eady 
PI&4  tCHJay  ?    (>an  we  live  or  daijpy  either  the  ohq 
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«>r  the  other  ^gain  ?  O  young  inan^  nrhere  is  thf 
period  of  thy  guiltlef$  childhood?  Wh^eareth^ 
days  of  thy  bloommg  youth,  o  thou  that  art  arrive^ 
^t  manhood  ?  Where  18  the  whole  of  thy  life-tim%^ 
thy  childUh,  thy  youthful,  thy  manly^  thy  advanced 
age,  o  thou  that  art  full  of  years,  who  trembleft  oa 
the  brink  of  the  grave  ?  Is  »ot  the  childhood  of 
the  youth,  the  yputh  of  the  man,  the  whole  life* 
time  pf  the  aged,  for  ever  elapfed,  irrevocably  va- 
niihed  away  ?  Which  of  you  all  can  fet  out  upoii 
his  courfe  afrefh,  or  only  tread  one  pace  of  it  again? 
Thou  wiiheft  ifk  vsun,  o  thou  who  haft  trifled  an4 
fquandered  away  thy  youth,  or  fpent  thy  beft  years 
ifi  the  feryice  of  folly  and  vice,  in  vain  doft  thou 
vifli  their  return ;  in  vain  doft  thou  repine  at  dif 
inccMicdyaUe  velopty  with  which  they  efcaped  thee; 
in  vain  doft  thou  deplore  thy  levity,  thy  heedle0hef% 
aod  the  mifufe  thou  haft  made  of  the  fdreft  leafcm^ 
the  beft  years  of  thy  life !  Their  lofe  is  irretrievable  j 
the  ceafelefs  torrent  of  time  has  carried  them  away^ 
imd  nothing  can  repair  the  damage  thou  haft  thw 
brought  on  thyfelf*  The  tipie  that  is  ftiU  befosm 
thee,  thou  mayft  more  wifely  and  better  employ, 
$md.  thereby  become  happier ;  but  the  hours,  the 
days,  the  years,  that  are  once  behind  ^tbee,  arc 
IK)  more  in  thy  power,  and  the  detrimental  eSdOm 
cli  <die  unen^loyment  or  abufe  of  them  can  never 
be  i^^idrely  d(Hie  away.  'And  fhould  not  the  lassim 
that  is  fo  irrecoverable,  the  lofs  of  which  i&  fo  kre^ 
|)aral4^  be  of  gieat  ia^Kmance^  of  gieait  vsdue  i» 
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our  eyes  ?  We  Ihould,  furely,  be  a&  cautious  an4 
4£Conoimcal  as  poflible  in  the  management  of  what 
we  may  fo  eafily  negleft  and  lofe,  but  which  cannot 
Vith  impunity  be  neglefted  and  loft  ? 

TTie  time  of  our  life  on  earth  is,  fourthly,  impor* 
tant,  it  has  a  great  value,  fince  it  is  granted  us  for 
the  purpofe  of  executing  a  number  of  weighty  and 
difficult  matters.  Oh  hovf  much  have  we  all  to  do. 
in  this  fliort  fpace  of  life,  if  we  would  apply  it  to 
the  ©ads  for  which  it  is  given,  if  we  would  be 
and  become  here  what  we  are  called  to  be  and  to 
become!  To  fatisfy^  our  animal  wants,  to  procure 
us  food  and  raiment,'  to  fupport  our  terreftrial  life, 
to  purfue  fome  art 'or  trad^;  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  o£  our  family,  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  fociety,  and  to  perform  a  particular  part  in  it : 
this  is  not  all,  this  is  not  the  chief  of  what  we  have 
here  to  perform  and  bring  to  effed  I  To  thefe  pur- 
pofe$  we  have  no  nedd  of  all  the  great  capacities 
and  powers  we  have  received  of  the  creator,  of  all 
the  means  to  higher  perfeftion  and  happiiids  of 
which  he  has  made  us  fufceptible !  No  5  here  w6 
are  to  become  intelligent,  wife,  virtuous  creatures  j 
here  we  are  to  controul  our  fenfuality,  to  govern 
ourfelves,  to  think  and  liVe  by  principles ;  here  we 
are  to  love  God  and  oiu"  brethren,  to  direft  all  our 
inclinations  and  defires  to  the  beft  and  worthiefl  ob- 
jefts,  to  feek  our  fatisfafiuon,  in  juftice  and  benefi- 
cence, to  refine  and  ennoble  our  tafte,  to  ftudy  to 
employ  s^  our  capacities  and  powers  in  the  befl 
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manner 9  and  by  thefe  means  to  prepare  ourfelves  for 
flie  ei]c>ployiiients  and  pleafures  of  a  higher  life. 
And  are  thefe,  truly,  things  that  are  fo  quickly,  fo 
«afily  effeded  ?  Is  this,  triily,  the  ^ork  of  a  few 
hour$  or  days  ?  Does  it  not  require  many  and  reite- 
rated attempts,  continued  prafKce,  inceffant  applica- 
tion? Have  we  not  many  both  inward  and  out- 
ward impediments  and  diiBculties  t<f  encounter  by  - 
the  way  ?  —  Can  wc  ever,  in  all  thefe  particulars, 
become  fo  expert,  fo  complete,  that  we  cannot  ftill 
become  more  apt  and  more  perfefl:  ?  Are  we  not 
capable  of  a  conftantly  progrpflive,  of  an  unbounded 
perfieOion  ?  And  fhould  not  the  time  in  which  we 
have  all  this  to  do,  and  which  is  fo  fhort  and  un- 
certain, be  important,  be  precious  in  pur  fight? 
Certainly  the  man  who  degrades  ^himfelf  in  his  fen* 
timents  to  a  level  with  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and 
e^pefts  after  death  to  fliare  their  lot,  may  confider 
the  time  of  his  life  on  earth  as  infignificant,  and  be 
indifferent  to  the  ufe  of  it !  But  to  him  who  reflefts 
on  his  true  appointment,  who  underftands  the  dig- 
nity of  the  man. and  the  chriftian,  who  confiders 
and  feels  his  immortjility,  his  affinity  with  fuperior 
beings,  and  with  the  deity  himfelf,  to  him  every 
day,  every  hour  of  his  earthly  -exiftence,  muft  and 
will  be  highly  important.  To  turn  it  to  the  beft  ac- 
count mufl:  and  will  be,  at  once,  both  his  duty  and 
his  joy, 

.  A  fifth  circumftance,  which  renders  the  time  of 
pur  Hfe  on  earth  of  much  importance,  and  gives  it 

a  great 
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a  fprest  value,  k  this :  howerer  ihert,  however  i»i« 
certain,  however  irrevocable  time  is,  yet,  in  every 
gzeater  or  fmallcr  divifion  of  it,  we  may  do  much 
l^ood  or  much  harm,  may  be  very  ferviceabk  or 
very  prejudicial.  To  this  neither  a  whole  fb^  of 
a  man's  life,  nor  whole  years,  nor  month3,  are  re* 
quifite^  Every  day  may  occafion  to  ourfetves  aod 
others  wh<df  centuries  of  ba^pinefs  or  miferj, 
Eveiy  hour  may  be  the  parent  of  a  thott&nd  and  9 
ibou£3Hid  glocMBy  or  pteafimt,  chearfitil  or  forrowfid, 
hwn  and  days»  They  aU  are  concatenated  to^ 
gether,  are  all  interwoven  with  eadi  other,  and  sA 
^nitfiil  Qi  greit  a^  important  effeds.  Hafi  tkov 
lavHhed  away  and  mifemployed  pne  hour,  one  day, 
one  raondi,  one  year  of  thy  life;  thou  haft  not  ovif 
loft  this  tiine,  and  loft  it  for  ever,  but  its  Ibfs  and 
^  mifi^  has  the  moft  baneful  inftuence  on  all  di]r 
fbture  hours  and  days  and  months  and  years.  Oo 
Ac  other  hand,  haft  thou  well  emf^yed  the  prefent 
tkne,  wheAer  long  or  fhort^  haft  dxou  fown  good 
Seed  in  it,  and  exercifed  thyfelf  in  ufefid  nis^ei^^ 
then  wilt  thou  reap  an  increafe  of  a  thoufand  fold  m 
die  times  to  come.  And  how  much  gppd,  or  hsm 
much  evil,  how  many  generally  ufeful  or  generally 
prejudicial  diings  may  we  think,  will,  fpeak,  phoi, 
or  execute,  in  one  fingle  day,  in  one  iingfe  hour} 
How  often  is  a  day,  or  an  hour,  a  fource  of  ncvers. 
^^dling  joy,  or  of  imremitting  forrow,  to  ourfidves 
and  others !  How  often  is  the  foundation  kid  of  a 
thoufand  agreeable  or  difagreeable  £^nfitfi<His,  of  a 
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thcmfand  laudable  or  fliameful  aOions !  How  often 
doK  a  day,  or  an  Jhour,  tranquillize  or  difbarfj^ 
cirfjitter  or  fireeten  the  whole  fucceediag  life  to 
ourfelves  or  others!  How  often  fta^ength^  the 
lioeaik^  or  render  him  weaker  ftill ;  inftruft  or  con- 
fofe  the  ignorant ;  guide  the  innocent  aright,  or 
TediKre  Wm  aftray ;  comfort  the  fufferer,  or  multiply 
.  his  forrows ;  amend  the  wicked,  or  corrupt  him 
jsaore ;  i^oice  or  ^eve  the  good  [  How  much  is 
fr^uently  eflfeded  by  ^le  thought,  one  wwd,  one 
o|>inion,  oneaflio^,  one  miftake,  oroneomiffioaj 
how  £jr  do  its  effefts  extend !  And  if  one  houi:, 
one  day  may  be  fo  important  to  oiu-felves  and  tp 
49tl^r8,  how  important  muft  whole  months,  whole 
yesirs,  how  important  muft  not  our  whole  \ji^4hx^ 
be!  What  ^n  oppreffive  load  of  bad,  of  crimki^ 
•attempts  and  actions,  muft  not  the  vicious  be  heap- 
ing upon  themfelves  during  the  whole  courfe  of  it ! 
jAnd  how  rich  a  treafurp  of  good  and  divine  fenti- 
ments  and  anions,  of  adions  that  God  wiU  requite, 
may  not  the  yirtuovs  .be  at  the  fame  time  collefting 
together !  And  ihoiild  not  the  time,  wherein  we 
.may  do  this  or  the  other,  and  one  of  them  we  £hall 
icertainly  do,  be  of  the  greateft  importance  to  us  ? 

Y«,  the  time  of  our  life  on  earth  is  important  j 
at  is  of  a  great  value :  for  die  ufe  or  negleft  of  it  has^ 
an  mfluen^ce  on  all  our  future  fortunes  j  their  confe- 
^[u^iees  accompany  us  into  the  grave,  and  out  of 
tke  grave  again  into  the  regions  of  eternity.  The 
.pN&itt,  jpy  chriftian  bi^pther,  is  the  feec^time^    If 
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thou  omit  carefully  to  cultivate  the  field  intrufted  to 
thee,  if  thou  fow  not  good  feed  therein,  or  few  it 
fparingly,  ?mcl  liegleft  to  guard  and  tend  it  as  it 
fprings  up  and  fills :  iheri  thou  canft  not  hope  to 
reap  when  the  feafon  comes;  the.crop  will  fail  thee; 
thou  wilt  fuffer  indigence  and  .mifery ;  or  tliou  wilt 
reap  but  fparingly ;.  thou  wilt  be  reduced  to  eat  the 
bitter  and  corrupted  fi^uit  o£  thy  wicked  works. 
This  IS  the  time  of  exerdfe  and  difcipliiie.    Here 
-thou  art  to  allow  thyfelf  to  be  educated,  formed, 
and  improved;  here  thou  art  to  employ  thy  faculties 
and  powers,  to  exert  them  as  becomes  a  rational,  an 
immortal  creature,  to  love  and  to  prize  truth  and 
virtue  above  all  things,  to\  rejoice  in  God,  to  obey 
him  chearfuUy,  and  to  fludy  contentment  and  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  fulfilling  of  his  wilL     Doft  thou  not 
make  this  thy  ftudy,  rejefteft  thou  the  difcipline  and 
the  inftfufUon  of  thy  Father  in  heaven;  doft  thou 
refufe  to  exercife  thyfelf  in  what  is  right  and  good: 
then  wilt  thou  proceed,  ignorant,  unimproved,  and 
inexpert,   from  the  fchool  of  this  life,   into  thy 
fuperior  appointment :  then,  at  the  time  of  retribu- 
tion, thou  haft  nothing  in  return  for  thy  indulhy 
and  fidelity  to  expeft ;  then  muft  thou  fuffer  the 
penalty  due  to  thy  untraftablenefs  and  thy  difobedi- 
ence ;  then^muft  thou,  if  thou  wouldft  even  there 
be  happy,  then  muft  thou  become  fo  by  other 
meajis,  by  a  much  harfher,  much  feverer  difcipline. 
Here  is  the  time  for  preparation:  here  muft;  thou 
learn  to  love,  to  ufe,  to  enjoy,  at  leaft.  as  >a  novi- 
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ciate,  the  occupations,  the  pleafures,  the  advantages 
of  the  future  life,  and  give  a  nobler  diredhon  to  thy 
defires  and  thy  tafte,  fuch  as  befits  that  Superior 
(late.  Doft  thou  omit  fo  to  do ;  doft  thou  perfifl 
in  retaining  tliy  animal,  .  thy  earthly  difpofitions : 
then  muft  thy  delights,  thy  ple^ures,  thy  happinefy, 
finally  termimate  with  the  prefent  life ;  then  ^  art 
thou  not  fufceptible  of  the  purer  delights,  the  nobler 
pleafures,  the  exalted  blifs,  which,  at  the  time  of 
enjoyment,  await  all^thofe  who  have  prepared  and 
fitted  themfelves  for  them.  But,  well,  eternally  well 
for  them,  who  have  adually  done,  and  continue  to 
do  fo!  They  may  promife  themfelves  the  richeft 
harveft  from  what  they  have  fown,  the  moft  glorious 
fruits  from  the  docility  with  which  they  have  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  educated,  and  the  mofl  blifsful  en- 
j  oyment  froni  their  diligent  preparation.  And  fhouldL 
not  the  time,  which  thus  determines  all  our  future 
condition,  which  procures  us  either  happinefs  or 
mifery,  rewird  or  punifliment,  in  the  other  world ; 
:  fliould  not  this  time  beim  portant,  Ihould  it  not  be 
of  ineftimable  value  to  us  ? 

But  if,  then,  the  time  of  our  life' on  earth  befo 
Ihcrt  and  uncertain ;  if  it  flit  fo  quickly  away;  if  it 
1)6  fo  irrecoverable,  if  it  be  allotted  for  the  perform* 
ance  of  fo  many  weighty  and  difficult  matters ;  if  we 
inay,  in  every,  even  in  the  fmallefl  portion  of  it,  do 
fo  much  good  or  fo  much  evil,  fo  many  generally 
Sifeful  or  generaUy  hurtful  aftions,  and  if  the  jippli- 
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cadcm  of  U  have  fo  great  aix  influence  on  our  futum 
condition :  oh  then  confider  and  ufe  this  time  coiv- 
£bnnabiy  to  its  value  and  the  purpofes  for  which  k 
k  granted !    It  may  be  hujQbanded ;  but  it  may  like- 
wife  be  laviihed  away:  it  may  be  €oaq>aradvely  pr<^ 
longed ;  but  it  may  likewife  Se  fhortened :  it  may 
leave  veftiges  of  its  paflage  behind,^  which  may  ^ojL 
den  ourfelves  and  olliers  for  ever;  it  may  likewife 
for  ever  be  totally  loil  to  us  and  to  them.    Th^ 
former  is  the  aim  and  the  happineis  of  the  wife: 
this  the  behaviour  and  the  punifhment  of  fodis.  Oh 
let  that  be  your  aim,  your  moft  zealous,  your  incef- 
fant  aim !    Treafure  the  time,  the  ihort,  the  unc^«> 
Cain,  the  fleetmg,   the  irremeable,  the  important 
;time  you  have  here  to  live ;  prize  each  year  o(  itp 
eiK:h  day,  every  hour.    Be  not  prodigal,  be  cwiono- 
tnical  of  your  time,  of  which  you  may  have  fo  Utdc 
left,  aud  of  the  application  whereof  you  muft  one 
4ay  give  an  account.   Let  not  your  time  pa&  uo/esi- 
ployed,  unimproved  away.     Let  it  not  els^  tfi 
idlenefs  or  vica     Beware  of  trifling  or  fquanderiBg 
away  the  hours,  the  days,  ths^^e  fo  great  wi  '^^ 
fortant  in  their  value,  and  irrepaiiable  ia  tk^  lofs, 
JSd^e  and  frufUly  every  moment  that  Is  ft8l  k^  J^9f 
^wer ;  mark  it  with  fome  refl^fition,  whh  iw«  86- 
tion  not  unworthy  of  a  9ia»  j  md  tiw^y  gi^  » 
irertaia  fkednefs  and  inability  tp  what  h  fo  ^e^t)^ 
and  vain.  Meditate  and  cfied  ^  much  ^ood  as  yi9ii 
4ways  can  J  and  though  you  cawpt  (bus  ift^p  dk 
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rapid  progrefs  of  time,  yet  make  it  mepdor&ble  to 
you,  and  the  recolledion  of  it  a  foimtsdii  of  joy. -r-* 
Procraflinate  nothing ;  fince  the  time  is  uncertain, 
it  is  not  in  your  power.  Do  and  enjoy  the  good 
to-day,  which  to-day  you  are  allowed  to  do  and  to 
enjoy ;  fince  you  know  not  whether  you  will  havof 
time  and  ablility  and  opportunity  for  it  to-morrow4 
Confider,  deem,  tjreat  the  prefent,  conftantly  as  it 
is  connefted  with  the  future*  Frequently  refleft, 
-that  fhortly  time  will  l>e  no  more  to  you  j  the  time 
for  prance  and  preparation:  and  the  more  you 
have  ftilL  to  do,  in  regard  of  your  improvement, 
haften  fo  much  the  more  to  finifh  this  important 
bufinefs.  The  farther  the  day  of  your  earthly  life 
is  already  fpentj  fo  much  the  more  fedulouily  apply 
pvery  remaimng  hour  or  moment  of  it  to  the  per* 
jg>rmance  of  the  taik  committed  to  you,  that  you 
may  not  be  unprepared  when  the  ni^t  eomes  oa 
ftvherein  no  man  can  work*  And  then,  but  only 
then,  though  your  time  pafs  away  like  a  fhadoW, 
.  it  is  not  loft  >  it  has  been  that  to  you  which  it  was 
^appointed  to  be,  and  has  procured  you  what  it  wa^ 
niefigned  to  procure  you  \  and  to  the  fime  well  em- 
ployed enfues  eternity,  wherein  we  fhall  not  lament 
^the  faithful  ufe  of  it,  wherein^  it  will  inceffantly  re- 
.|9ice  us ! 

r  And  may  this  hh  the  lot  of  you  all ;  thus  impor- 
t^fit^and  blefled  may  time  be  to  you !  It  is  certainly 
rthe  beft  wilh,  at  the  begfaming  of  this  new  fefUon 
of  time,  I  can  make  for  you,  in  whofe  wel&re  I  ami 
.     VOL-  !•  E  E  fo 
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fy  much  concerned;  a  wHh  in  wMch  my  h^art  takeif 
the  warmed  intereft.  Yes,  Icmg  and  bl^ed  be  your 
days,  my  deareft  cbmpamons  and  hearers!  May 
chearful  confidence  and  pious  joy  be  thdr  conftant 
attendants ;  may  hope  and  reliance  on  God,  and  the 
profpeft  of  a  better  life,  flied  light  and  happinefe 
upon  them!  Height^ed  by  wifdom  and  virtue^ 
may  they  ferenely  glide  away ;  free  from  all  felf-ac- 
cufihg  forrows,  free  from  reproaching  and  anxious 
cares !  May  no  day  of  your  lives  pafs  by  un- 
ufed  and  tmenjoyed;  may  none  of  Aem  caufc 
you  perplexity  and  fhame  in  the  folenm  hour  of 
death!  None  witnefs  againft  you  at  the  day  of 
judgement !  But  may  each  of  them  be  matkcfl  by 
ufefiil  employments,  by  fome  laudable  adicm,  l^ 
thankful  enjoyment  of  die  bounties  of  heaven,  each 
be  fruitful  in  bleffed  effefts  for  the  future  life !  Yes, 
though  ftiort  and  fleeting  your  days  on  earth,  yet 
may  they  be  rich  in  the  bleffingis  of  God,  in  the 
works  of  righteoufnefs,  in  the  works  of  beneficence 
and  love,  and  the  memorial  of  them  be  as  joyful  to 
yourfelves  as^to  your  contemporaries,  your  <^drct 
and  your  defcendants !  And  when,  at  length,  Ac 
laft  of  the  days  of  your  life  ftiall  arrive,  wfaenyoi 
are  fummoned  to  exchange  time  for  etarmty,  A&l 
may  the  peace  of  God  confole  and  gladden  yotir 
hearts,  then  may  you  take  up  the  words  of  the 
triumphant  apoftle":  ^*  I  have  f6ught  Ae  good  ^ghr; 
I  h^ve  finifhed  my  oourfe.  Henceforth  there  is  hid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoulhefs,  which  the  Loi4» 
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the  righteous  Judge,  (hall  ^ve  me !''  I  have  flood 
$xm  to  God  and  to  virtue,  and  fhall  receive  the 
prize  from  my  judge  and  my  Father ! — Tesj  teach  . 
u^  oGed^ourmoftmerdfuli^aiAar!  fet^icfati&ta 
think  and  to  live,  that  we  may  pais  through  t^e 
grave  and  gate  of  death,  into  the  bli&  of  the  betted, 
the  eternal  life !         n 

New-jeaf^s  day^  ^783* 
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SERMON  XXI. 
The  Value  J  or  the  Importance  of  one  Tear. 


OGOD,  wHo  Uveft  and  reigneft  and  operateft 
from  everlafting  to  everlafting,  who  ordered 
and  ruleft  all  times  and  worlds  according  to  thy  good 
pleafure,  and,  far  exalted  above  all  vidffitudes  and 
.accidents,  ever  remaineftwhat  thoii  art  and  whofe 
years  fliall  have  no  end ;  we,  whofe  days  are  like  a 
Ihadow,  whofe  lives  are  as  nothing  before  thee,  w^ 
are  here  aiffembled  in  thy  prefence  to  adore  thee,  the 
Et^Tial,  the  Infinite,  and  to  confecrate  to  thee,  to 
whom  our  time  and  all  that  we  are  and  have  pecu- 
Karly  belong,  the  firftlings  of  the  year.     May  the 
oflFcring  of  our  reverence  and  our  fubmifiion  be  ac- 
ceptable in  thy  fight! — With  grateful  awe  we  ap- 
proach thy  throne,  o  God,  and  the  praife  of  thy^ 
gopdnefs  fliall  be  our  firil  employment  this  day  and 
for  ever!    What  a  feries  of  precious  bounties  and 
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bleffings,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  prefent  themfelyes. 
to  our  mind  when  we  look  back  on  the  year,  that  ia 
paft,  and  to  whom  but  to  thee  and  thy  unmerited 
fiivour  have  we  to  render  thanks  for  all!  Life, 
health,  ftrength;  food,  raiment;  progrefe  and 
blefEng  in  our  affairs  ;  light  and  inftru£Hon ;  com- 
fort and  hope ;  prefervation  from  fin  and  from  mi- 
fery ;  ability  to  goodnefs  ;  private  and  public  wel- 
fare ;  delights  of  the  prefent  and  of  the  future  life : 
all  proceed  from  thee,  the  father  of  light,  the  fource 
.  of  felicity;  all  are  gifts  of  thy  bountifril  hand* 
Every  day,  every  hour  of  the  year  gone  by  teftifies 
of  thy  kindnefs  and  affeflion  towards  us.  Thy  com- 
pailions  are  new  every  morning  and  thy  faithfiilnefa 
is  very  greaL-^To  thee,  o  Lord,  to  thee  belong 
glory  and  honour;  thee  fhould  all  thy  creatures 
praife,  for  thoU  haft  created  them  all,  thy  mercy  is 
over  all  thy  works,  and  thou  never  ceafeft  to  blefe 
us  and  to  do  us  good  i 

Oh  that  every  6xf^  every  hour  of  the  el^fed  year 
could  likewife  teftify  of  our  gratitude,  of  opr  love 
and  our  obedience  to  thee,  oh  that  it  might  not  rife 
up  againft  us  hereafter  and  convifit  us  of  the  abufe 
ofthybowxty!  Lord,  thou  art  righteous,  thou  art 
love  itfelf;'.but  to  us  belongs  cdrifiifion  of  face! 
In  Ihame  and  trouble  we  feel  the  burden,  the  heavy 
oppreffive  burden  of  fins  and  guilt  which  a  whole 
year  has  accumulated  on  us,  thy  finful  people! 
Ah  how  many  negleded  duties,  how  many  omit- 
ted afts  of  goodnefs,  how  many  inordinate  lufts 
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aiidar3  deeds  hate  vt  not  to  Mraol^ 
How  great  was  not  the  dttgtr  of  matif ,  ptrl^  of 
ihoft  of  us,'  of  being  oTeriaken  by  d^Uh  and  eter- 
liity,  ere  they  were  teady,  4hd  had  rtndered  thefti# 
felvcs  fit  for  paiBng  into  a  better  life!  Ofeodihev 
thy  mercy  upon  us!  Cleanfe  otir  hearts,  and  take 
hot  thy  holy  fphit  from  us.  After  thy  great  mdty 
do  away  bur  oflFences,  and  let  diem,  like  the  jta 
^e  have  paflbd,  be  funk  in  the  gulf  of  oblivion. 

And  Ais  new  yea)r,  o  Ood,  ths^  diy  forb^inmce 
Kas  allowed  lis  to  begin  thk  day,  iadi  let  it  ti6l  in- 
ireafe  out  guilt,  but  promote  oui*  pdrft&ibn  afed 
our  iiappbefe ;  let  it  be  more  frui^  in  truly  chrif* 
tian  fentimenfs  and  a^ns  than  the  yean  <^  our 
fives  have  hidierto  been,  Crant  thai  we  miy  ncv* 
forget  our  fuperior  atoointmcnt,  conftanfly  dm» 
ftfed  dip  prcfent  widi  the  future,  and  priac^y 
ftiive  jfter  diat  which  is  ^ve,  trfiere  Chrift,  brxt 
faviour,  is.  Teach  us  ever  to  semembei-  ^at  ^ 
men  we  ihuft  die,  ajid  diat  die  5»rit  whifcfc  dwtain 
us  is  fanmoftal,  that  we  may  thus  becbme  We  an4 
capabhi  of  i  bfcfled  hmnbrtaHtf ,  thrtmfeh  JdfuJ 
Chrift,  tvt  I;6itl,  hi  vdiofe  name  aftd  words /jrt 
fcin  iq)  all  0^  prti^«^?,  fey^  j  Our  J^er,  &6. 
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JOHN  IX.   4. 

I  muft  w^rk  the  works  of  him  that  fent  me,  whik  it  is  day : 
the  ]ii|^t  Cometh,  when  no  xnan  can  work, 

'THO  creatures  whofe  life  is  of  fliort  duration  j 
-*"  iriio  can  truly  enjoy  fcarce  the  half  of  their 
life,  or  uie  it  the  beft  way  for  advancing  theirs  real 
|>elfedik>a  and  happinefs ;  and  who  withal  are  never 
Aire  of  die  condauance  of  this  life  j  to  fuch  crea^ 
tures  a  year  muft  abfolutely  be  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  time  i  dK  loff  or  the  gain  g(  a  year  muft  be 
a  ffifit,  k>fs  tMT  gain  to  them!  Arethefe  creatures, 
bdwe^er^  immortal ;  does  their  prefent  life  touch  on 
^e  ftttmre)  is  the  one  only  a  confequence  and  con- 
tinuation of  th$  other }  will  their  future  life  be 
happy  or  unhappy  .according  to  the  degree  in  which 
the^  have  \i^  or  ill  ^mjdoyed  the  prefent :  dien  a 
year  mhtft  be  Ml  jxifxe  important  to  them,  the  lofs 
or  thb  gaiti.of  a  year  mufl  be  ftill  n^uch  greater  to 
them* 

But  are  nbt  tr6  thefe  creatures  ?  Is  not  this  the 
dsde  with  our  life  ?  k  lafts  fevetity,  and,  if  it  ruHs 
high,  it  lafts  eighty  years.  Very  few  reach  this 
ag*.  But  eviil*  they  who  attain  to  it  can  fcarcely 
be  faid  to  rejoice  in  their  lives  for  above  twenty  or 
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thirty  years,  or  enjoy  it  with  confcioufhefs  and  the 
pxcrtion  of  jheir  noblefl  mental  faculties.  The  reft 
of  it  we  pafs  as  irrational  children,  or  in  Ceep,  m 
infirmities  and  pain,  in  low  and  animal  gratifications, 
in  doing  nothing,  or  in  grief  and  trouble.  All  this 
^hile  we  know,  that  after  death  we  haive  another 
life  to'expeft,  and  that  our  prefent  condud  will 
fix  an.d  determine  bur  future  lot.  How  important 
then  mufl  a  year  be  to  us !  How  much  mufl  not 
depend  on  the  good  or  bad  s^plication  of  it !  And 
how  zealous  ought  not  this  confide/^tion  to  make 
us  in  the  difcharge  of  our  duties ! 

Our  Saviour,  my  brethren,  who  always  goes  bcr 
fore  us  with  his  example,  may  Bkewife  here  be  a 
pattern  to  us.     HeJ^w  with  cohviffion  the  import- 
ance of  time  and  each  greater  or  left  divifion  of  it; 
Aence  he  was  fo'bufyand  mdefatigablc  m  domg 
that  which  was  conunitted  to  him  to  do  <m  earth  j 
tiierefore  he  fays  in  our  text,  "  I  muft  itt>ik  die 
works  of  him  that  fent  me  while  it  Is  d^;'?  while  I 
have  time  and  means  and  opportunity  for  it  j  "the 
xiight  Cometh/*,  times  of  adveriity  come,  ul^our- 
able  circuihflahces,  ficknefs  and  death,  «^  wfcen  nq 
nian  can  work,^  when  no  mai^  can  tIranfaQ  his  af- 
fairs.    How  wife,  how  noble,  are  thefe  fentime^ 
of  our  Lord*     Oh  Aat  they  mi^t  be  our  fehtf- 
ments  alfo!    My  this  day's  difcourfe  is  intended, 
under  the  dhine  bleffing,  to  ;awak|gn  or  to  cou6im 
them  iii  you.     I  fhall  therefore,  to  thi^  end,  lay  bc^ 
fore  you  the  importance  of-a  year  j  and  I  wiffi  from 

^  -        my 
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my  hearty  that  jthefe  confideratioas  msy  Inpift  us  all  ^ 
imJ^e  the  beft  and  wordiieft  u&  pf  tbb  year  we  have 
-  €ntered.upoii  to-day! 

When. we  fpeakirf  Ae  hnportance  and  the  great 
value  of  a  year,  we  muft  pre-fuppofe,  that  it  was 
not  chance,  but  a^  wife  creator,  that  placed  us  ofi 
liM  globe  of  die  earth ;  that  it  is  bot  a  matter  of  itt- 
difference,  how  we  behave  ouriclves  upon  it,  how 
we  employ  our  capadtks,  our  ainlities,  our  time^ 
and  our  poffefHons  f  that  God  has  delivered  to  eai^ 
of  Us,  as  Well  as  to  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  a  ifertsn 
woik  to~  finifli ;  dr  that  we  are  ordained  to  certain 
ends,  and  that  thiefe  ends  are  important.  We  pre* 
ft^pofe,  that  we  *are  not  here  merely  for  fupport- 
ing  our  terreftfial  life,  and  fupplying  our  anmial 
wwts ;  that  we  hovAd  eat,  drink,  fleeps  pi^pagate 
our  fpecies  and  procure  ourfelves  a  nun^rof  feo^ 
fual  pleafures,  ahd^.by  thp>  proiecuti^n  of  the  af- 
fairs i)f  ourqdfing,  obtain  the  laesMis.ther^o}  but 
thit  we  are  principally  defigned  to  prcMoaote  the 
perfection  of  our  fpirit,  by  r€&§&iqn  and  practice 
to  beccone  wife  an4sWituo.us,  smd  by  wifdom  and 
virtue^  be  ufeful  to  ^hers,  to  ieam  to ^levate our* 
felres  td^  thc'kncfwjedge  of  God,- to  love  and  tq 
obey  him,  and  by  jdegrees  to.  render  ourfejives  qusdi- 
fied  and  fitted  for  a  higher  and  oiore.perfecl:  ftate  in 
another  life,. 

If  we  hold  jdiis  ^  Ijp  ourdeiUnation^;  if  we  fo 
confider  our  prefent  lifp  as  reafon  and  reUgion  per- 
AJ*de  \i^  to  confider  it,  and  are  defirous  of  learning 

to 
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»\3Al9tt^kaA  tte  js^mttote  f^mywr:  then  wt 
«ttftl^gb>  liiMintsch  gobdorluirrii  ^eknaydo 
in  one  yeaf,andhow  much  we  inay  dier^promote 
dr  impede  <mr  pcifeCUuii  anfl  hapflincft ;  hcrw  ^toy 
impottattt  cantelHshces  aid  iiow  infiinte  ib.  eaettet 
ite  good  and  die  harm  we  do  in  one  year,  ait  weH 
in  il^»d  IX»  uliXehm  a^  in  n^md  tb  6lthef8i»  dnAr 
^m  Aem ;  how  cfifierent  tfte  future  yeiirs  may  be^ 
^  Many  YQ(peSt»i  firom  the  pisfent ;  and  how  uBi» 
Mniun  it  i!^  \diethet  thi^  may  net  bt  the  bftyear 
.  <^6ur  live^ 

Lift  ^i  €6nfid6r  thefe  feitr  parttcnbo^  fomewhat 
dtcuHnftantitiUy.  Hey  wiU  inrn^  ui  ^di  fo  mtoy 
in&m  aiigiiment^  for  labohiing  in  the  work  forlrhk^ 
6od  has  plated  tt^  oh  thfe  terreft^  globe,  wiiile  it 
h  ^%  that  the  night  knay  ndi  ortttake  ni  before  it 
be  liAflhedv  '  ' 

Vf^  may,  ii^  '<die  y€Sur,  dd  diubh  good  <or  haim^ 
and  Ih^^by  v6ty  imith  promtie  or  iinpede  otir  pen- 
k3d<A  Mid  ha|)phier$}  and  this  ia  the  firft  caiafe 
why  wi  attribute  fe  ttiviih  importance  to  a  year^  or 
efteeinitfut^a(i«nfidi^btef^lti$f  ourlhrea.  How 
furprisdngly  gr^t,  hoW  h!t  abot^  tht  Ito^h  of  nmnt^ 
b^n,  is  the  Atni  total  of  thongfats  and  ideas  diat 
ar9e  in  the  miiid  in  th^  amtk  of  ohe  iii^Ie  jext  \ 
Divide  the  year  int6  days,  the  days  InHo  hoiiir^  di^ 
hours  into  minutes  and  feconds;  and^  When  ycra 
haye  rfeckofted  np  thd  tfefults  .togiA^^  Ititt  It  uriH 
not  nearly  aiAbunt  to  the  fuhi  of  yduf  thought  J 
We  all  think  inceffantly,  whcthet  ^  l^dttf  W  flef»t>^ 

labo\)i: 
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mith  k  vadciiy  thil  i^  ftah:dy  to  bfe  tonceivedi  iM 
bixt  fekioih  zrt  fhty  toUkSy  iii^fietelkt  Hoi^ir  ttsoA 
gtmd  t)t  hisLiln  &en  itiuft  hot  a  tt)jm  thbk  in  one 
yeat!  And  hW  muth  often  depends  on  one  fm^ 
diottght!  How  much  then  muft  dej)tttd  on  the 
diouTands,  die  huudmi  thoofands^,  the  it^lkntt  ^ 
flioughte  that  arife  in  us  m  a  ^hole  year ! 

Ho^v  fSiir  mull  k  ttot  brhig  a  man  ott  Iti  tkrifdoai 
ahdvhtiie,  how  much  contribute  to  his  improtie- 
ment  and  peffeOion,  if  he  attend  to  all  the  thought* 
df  which  he  is  confcious  ftbm  one  end  of  the  year, 
to  Ae  other  j  If  he  tty  them  by  the  tul^  of  trtOji 
jdid  juftice,  frequently  and  Itigettuoully  direft  them 
to  the  wonhieft  and  beft  objefts,  to  God,  to  laM 
perfeflaons  and  bouttdes)  tajefus  Chrift  and  Hs 
example,  to  the  welfeiie  of  his  fellow-creatures  and 
the  means  x^f  promoting  k,  to  hJs  own  deportment, 
t6  his  prefcnt  ^d  fiiture  voeatioti ;  and  end^vouf 
Jb  gite  them  the  degree  of  perfplcuity,  of  tertsdnty 
^nd  Kfe,  which  he  may  by  frequent  and  pertinacious 
reiteAioh?  What  a  rich  (tore  of  uTeful  ideas  and 
vitrious  knowledge  may  he  thus  lay  up  ht  the  fu- 
ture] What  fruitful  feed  may  he  not  thus  fow  in 
his  mij)d  of  innumerable  othet  good  thoughts,  fen- 
^ments^  determinations,  atid  a£BoUS! 

How  mudi,  ou  the  dAet  hand,  muft  ttot  a  man 
tdfe,  how  very  much  tUuft  he  not  Impede  his  per- 
FeO^h  and  happinefs,  if  he  allow  his  thoughts  to 
t^xtAAc  aflbom,  as  k  Were,  in  his  mind,  for  a  whole 

year 
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year  4ong^  wkhoi^t  ixifpcCd<Ai  31)4  ofder ;  if  he  un- 
VSbc  every  impreffion  fironi  withcmt,  or  admit  every 
vnage  bis  fancy  prefents,  or  that  fpriQgs  up  acd* 
dentally  in  htmy  vdthout  confideration,  without  esa- 
minatidny  without  feledion,  and  allow  himfelf  to  be 
governed  by  it ;  if  he  purpofely  turn  off  his  thoughts 
from  ferious  and  important  matters,  relating  to  God 
and  religion  and  eternity;  if  he  often  Jntentionally 
direfib  them  to  bad>  or  even  almofl  always  to  worth- 
iels»  indifferent^  terrefkrial  things^  and  at  the  fame 
time  perfuade  himfelf,  that  it  would  be  an  unnecef- 
fery  ccmftraint,  or  an  over-ftndnedconfcientiou&cfe, 
fp  make  fuch  a  work  about  mere  thoughts,  or  to 
judge  fo  fevdrely  of^  their  good  and  bad  quality! 
Pow  very  much  muft  the  light  of  his  underftanding 
be  d^rken^d,  apd  the.  ftrength  pf  his  mind  enfeebled! 
-flow  much  ncvriihpiept  muft  every  Iprdid  appetite 
within  him  thus  acquire !  How  unfit  muft  he  not 
become  for  withftanding  temptations  and  alhir^r 
ments  to  fin !  How  often  muft  not  irregular,  via? 
lent  defires  arife  from  his  corrupted  thoughts,  and 
unlawful  anions  proceed  again  from  thefe ;  and  how 
much  feed  is  he  fowing  in  his  foul,  for  unjuft  judg? 
ment^  oiminal  lufts  an4  adions  to  fpring'from  in 
future,  which  will  thrive  in  concealmem,  and  bripg 
forth  the  fruits  of  corruption !  ,  ' 
.  .  Go  now  from  thoughts  to  the  vprds  y^t  utter  in 
the  courfe,of  a  year*  How  great  too  is  th^  amount! 
How  much  good  or  evilmfty  we  not  fp^  in  one 
year,  and  how  may  wp  not  thu3  benefit  or  injure 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves  and  others !  How  falutaiy,  ho^  precious 
iS  not  frequently  but  one  good  word  fpokeii  in  fea* 
fon!  What  diforder,  what  mifchlef,  on  the  con- 
trary, may  not  a  bad  word  produce,  which  we  are 
prompted  to  utter  by  envy,  or  hatred,  or  maKce, 
or  imprudence,  or  weaknefs !  To  what  a  vaft  funl 
flien  muft  not  the  total  of  all  the  Ipeeches  amouni: 
which  proceed  from  our  mouth  in  a  year !  Repre- 
fent  to  yourfelves  a  man  who  keeps  his  tongue,  as  it 
were,  with  a  bridle  through  all  that  period,  fpeak^ 
ing  conftantly  with  confideration  and  to  good  pur- 
pofe ;  who  feiz^  all  proper  occafions,  (me  while  to 
inform  the  ignorant  or  erroneous,  whether  in  fpirituat 
or  in  feoil^r  afiairs,  at  another,  to  give  aflFe£tio&ate 
fuggeftions  and  cautions  to  one  addided  to  bad  ha* 
bits  and  failings ;  now  to  fpeak  confolation  to  fome 
mourner,  then  encouragement  to  the  deje&ed  ;  now 
to  take  up  the  caufe  of  the  innocent,  the  caufc  of 
Ae  needy,  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  then  to  de- 
fend the  caufe  of  religion  and  virtue ;  now  to  im- 
part his  found  {kill  in  the  bufinefle^  and  concerns  ci 
this  life,  then  his  dear  knowledge  of  the  doflrmej 
and  duties  of  chriftianity,  amicably  to  others;  now 
to  exl^arate  the  company  by  inoffenfive,  harmlels  I 
railieiy,  ^md  then  to  turn  their  attention  to  more  "^ 
ferious /and importsHit  topics;  figure  to  yOurfdves 
fueh  a  man,  I  fay,  and  then  judge  how  much  good 
he  may  perform  by  fpeaking  in  the  courfe  of  one 
year!    How  many  mJfchiefs  he  may  prevent!    ProiA 

how 
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lUPBBWy  crimes  and  errtwr?  pi^erv^?  |^^br^;t^l 
How  la^Qy  troubles  alleviate  to  them !  How  ipavf 
rational,  We>  virtuau^,  pious,  geoenaPy  t^^ 
thoughts,  fentiments,  re^lution;,  ;^^tlppi,  thereby 
vsuiovdli^  or  excitQ  in  other$,^  and  by  thefe  agvii 
iq  other  iDe&t 

Reprefeqt  to  yoorf^lvet,  <^&,  the  other  b^pd,  4 
ijjW,  whc|,  during  the  feme  ipace  o£  timp,  g^*?5  ;^ 
^  fcopie  to  hi?  tongue,  pjiyipg  Uttle  ngff^  t»  ?b; 
thing  he  fays^  unl^^  it  relive  inunediately  to  M^ 
leff;  who  acfpunts  it  fowethipg  of  «  Ihawe.tp  b(? 
jbpard  taiyfig  of  wi{WiJtf»  feripM,  w4  fven  <rf 
fellgious  mattev$  i^  -who  thinks  ^h^t  the  vh^le  bu& 
itel^  of  \a^  fog^l  epnvevfe;(ipQf$  is  ^o  pa&  aw?y  the 
tjnje,  or  to  ftew;  hi?  wit,  ^  gives  hhnfelf «?  con* 
C^n  m  aU  t^Ht  pro$ting  others  by  z  iight^pHcv 
te3j(t  of  the  giift  of  fpeech ;  or  perhaps  eren  d;M»s  to 
Igort  with  the  xqofl;  f:u»f d  and  awfi4  thmgti  tQ 
Ij*^  a  ^noc^  ?J;  ijin  ^-  vi^e,  to  vindicate  ^eaKa)i4 
IP  recoTOJwend  thc9i»  to  ^muie  <«?  fi^m^a^  ^ 
ijpn^jany  Uy  caluwnie?,  by  flandurs,  by  !;i^  m^ 
fercaj^iip^l  <;»i%e?  w  o^  perfp*^,  hsi  lyff,  ^ 
indeceqt  afl>|)^ujtif5,  hy  f^wl  dififowfe ;  feqw.  pb^ 
hsrfp.  pjp^  Aot  fwQh  aii  ow  p^irpptRitp  i»  <f»  §9^ 
year i>y  ii»«  fp«^'  ^p^  v^^ft'  Ai^Mw*  djeyfffli 
djfe^wi,.  coping,  ftrife,  aw4ft%>  m>yfef  wt^ 
i)j» !  hfrw  jpmv  ^  mm^om  vaj  h?  ^sftvur^afe^ 
mjijsf  OR  the  iftpqqeqt  ^f  yPH«g.  «w4  ^gBsrdirf 
|y^!    tfow  nwioj^  g9p4  mcF^jfifiP^  5ff!*f^^ 

obGtcratei 
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^ibfiterate !  How  many  will  probably  diUd  be  en-i 
i!owag6d  in  vice,  how  many  fijghtened  from  yktiicv 
or  rendered  kfs  fteady  in  iheir  attachihent  to  it}  . 

Ckmfider^  ktftly,  how  many  good  or  bad  a&ions 
we  may  perform  in  one  year.  Their  number  i^ 
llkewife  very  greats  though  it  fhould  not  quite  equal 
the  nuinb^r  of  our  thoughts  and  words.  Does  there 
«vcr  elai^e  cme  day  in  the  year  whereon  we  do  no* 
thiiig  either  good  or  bad  I  fhiyj  do  many  hour) 
eH  the  day  paft  by,  wherein  what  we  d^  is  abfelutdy 
indiffer«QLt,  ai|d  may  not  tium  out  either  good  or 
bad?  Ave  we  not  duly  either  diligent  or  negygmt^ 
eonfdentious  or  uncqnfcientious,  in  the  tranfa^oni 
of  our  bufinefs  ?  Enjoy  we  not  daily  the  bounties  " 
et  Crod  ather  with  cfaearful  gratitude  or  with  ftujn^ 
ii^fibllify  and  indiierencie,  either  in  rational  mo- 
deration or  in  extiravagance  and  intemperance? 
May  we  not  daily  ather  txesc^  c^rfdves  iii  medo 
neft,  in  humility,  in  fi^bearance  and  fcindnefs }  t^ 
fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  thrown  into'mge,  or  feduced 
kito  pride,  into  a  froward  and  hau^ty  behaviour, 
or  to  be  otherwife  offenfive  to  pur  ndghbour  ?  M^y 
'%re  not  daily  give  proofe  of ,  eantentecbiefs  in  our 
^d(^n,  of  fiibmifficai  to  the  will  of  God,  of  truft  « 
la  bis  providence,  of  confidence  in  his  help,  qr 
4efBmonies  of  the  reverfe  f  1$  any  day  likely  to 
f^  but  we  «re  tempted  m  one  way  or  othar  to  Stt, 
er  alluded  and  ineit^  to  ^ood,  and  fo  our  propen* 
€ty  weakened  to  ibe  one,  or  ow  love  to  Ae  o^ier 
iiiere  eon&med?    Is  it  likely  ihat  a  day  ihould 
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pais  i;vithout  affi^ding.us  fome  o|>portuiiity  c^  temg 
ferviceable  eidier  to  our  bimly^  to  our  friends,  or 
to  other  men>  by  our  adv^^e,  by  our  alms,  by  our 
credit,  by  our  example,  by.  other  good  offide?  we 
may  do  them  ?  To  .what  a  fum  then  mult  not.  our 
good,  and  bad  adions  in,  one  year  amount,  according 
as  we  condud  ourfelves  ow  way  or  the  other !  And 
how  much  muft  we  ISiewife  thus  advance  or  retard 
our  perfe6ion  and  happinefe!  If  no  adion  we  per^ 
form  be  entirely  without  effeft,  how  innumenJ)Ie 
then  mud  not  the  beneficial  or  injurious  confe* 
quences  be  that  proceed  from*  the  adions  of  a  whol^ 
year!  And  if  to  thefe  adions^  you  add  the  thoughts 
and  the  words  of  the  fame  year^  how  great  in  gene* 
ral  muft  not  the  lum  of  the  good  or  the  evil  be 
which  will  be  placed  to  your  ^ccottnt  in  fuch  a  por^ 
don  of  time,  and  which  is  fo  clofely  conneded  witb 
ihe  fum  of  the  Mw^lnefs  or  mifery  you  have  in  fu- 
ture to  exped!  How  important  then  muft  one 
year  be  in  this  point  of  view!  How  much  does  it 
not  allow  to  bp  done. of  the  work  that  God  has 
enjoined  us  here  to  pfrfprml  ^ 

Think  not  to  fay,  i^  It  |s  true,  I  can.  ii)  one  year 
do  much  good  or  hann:;  znA  if  I  had*  only  fyot 
year  to  live,  then  exceedingly  much  would  depend 
on  the  ufe  and  application  of  this  yp^ir;  but  as  I 
have  yet  in  all  li^lihood  ma^y»  or  zt  leaf):  fev^ 
^ears  be&i;e  ni^  what  I  n%)e£]t  in  one,  I  may 
eafUy  make  i^  for  in  ^th^ ;  the  barm  that  I  d» 
1  may  hereafter  repair/*  Nothing  lels  than  this, 
it       '  my 
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my  pidus  hearer§.  Guftomaty  as  this  concluflon  is, 
and  readily  as  matikind  adopt  it,  it  k  not  the  lefs 
fsJfe  and  deceitful;  and  as  little'  can  the  peace  it 
procures  us  fl^nd  the  teft  of  the  flighteft  reflexion. 
No,  the  good  that  we  have  negleded  in  one  year 
can,  neither  in  regard  to  ourfelves  or  other  men, 
never,  abfolutely  never,  be  made  up ;  and  the  evil 
we  have  committed  in.it  can  but  very  rarely  be 
made  good  oi*  repaired.  And  tl'Jis  is  the  fecond 
point,  whichj  on  confideratlon,  may  convince  us 
t>f  the  great  importance  of  a  year* 
'  That  we  never  can,  properly  fpeakjng,  compen- 
late  the  good  we  have  negleded,  muft  be  apparent 
to  every  refleOing  peribn.  We  are  creatures  uho 
cannot  attain  to  our  perfeftion  at  once;  it  can  no 
otherwife  be  attained  than  by  exercife,  by  the  beft 
application  of  our  capacities  and  powers ;  and  who 
never  become  fo  perfefl:,  but  they  may  and  fliould 
become  more  perfedl'  ftill.  We  muft  therefore  al- 
ways be  gradually  growing  in  knowledge,  in  virtue, 
in  perfeftion,  and  happinefs.  In  this  year,  for 
example,  we  may  advance  five,  in  another  ten,  in 
a  third  twenty  degrees  on  the  fcale  that  leads  us  to 
perfeQion  and  happinefs.  Now,  if  we  ftand  ftill 
in  the  firft  or  fecond  year^  or  even  go  backward, 
can  we  ever  make  good  what  we  have  thus  negledfc- 
ed  ?  If  we  are  Very  fortunstf^  we  get  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year  to  the  point  we  fhould  have  reached 
in  that ;  but  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  reach  the  de- 
voL.  1.  F  p  gree 
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gree  of  perfeaioti  Mrhich  \v^  iOiouId  havis  reached  ii 
we  had  laboured  ^tk  due  damelbiife  «it  ^tiir  ifi^ 
provement  and  perfedion,  that  its  ^t^  as  the.foo 
ceeding  year*  When  we  might  hswre  advanced  ^JCft 
paces  farthor  in  knowledge,  in  virtue,  in  piety;  fti 
capacity  for  enjoying  the  Wift  b£  heaven,  we  have 
ddier  not  advanced  at  all,  or  only  gone  five  pacea 
jforward }  and  confequently  we  remain  for  ever  a^ 
ever  fo  much  farther  behind  him  who  in  the  feifiie 
time  has  done  what  we  neglefted  to  do,  and  now, 
like  us,  purlues  with  vigour  die  path  of  duty  alkul 
virtue. 

Irreparable  howfever  as  tMs  lofs-is,  it  is  yet  the 
fmalleft  we  cMi  fuffer  in  this  tefpeSt.  If  We  negleft 
one  year,  1^  one  year  daj^e  without  fmoufly  te- 
bouring  at  our  improvement,  we  have  trot  -only  it^ 
revocably  loft  this  time ;  we  muft  not  only  ^  itt 
lk^  following  year  what  we  ought  to  hi^ve  doB^  itk 
this :  btit  we  have  in  the  mean  time  been  weaken^ 
ing  our  abiKries,  our  capacities  for  doing  it  j  have 
in  the  mean  time  multipKed  the  (fifficuWes  attendalft 
on  it ;  have  in  the  mtean  while  afibrded  time  and 
opportunity  for  our  «Tors,  our  pr^^es,  our  if- 
regular  lufts  and  appetites,  to  ftrengtiitJn  AemMv€| 
in  us,  and  to  fet  narrower  limits  to  our  freed^n  | 
we  have  in  the  mean  tkne  thought  much  «vil,  fpckt 
and  done  much  evil,  ti^  pernicious  ^eSeSs  c^whidl 
will  in  future  appear  in  us,  and  hinder  us  very  ^fte* 
in  the  good  we  then  aduaHy  wi&  to  do.    We^ 

Aterefbre^ 
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therefore,  laVa  tidt  bniy  not  made  all  tlie  way  thaft 
•«rejnigfat  have  made,  but  we  bave  m  the  mean 
time  been  cafting  a  ^oofand  ftilmbtin^4)io<^  and 
4[ri>IbLcles  in  it,  whidi  will  veiy  often  Ibrce  us  to  ^ 
&o^y  axtd  Very  often  make  nS  ftumble  and  fall,  an4 
^nll  never  allow  ufi  in  the  following  year  to  make 
luch  advances  on  it  as  we  might  have  done  in  thitu 
JSo  much  do  we  deceive  ourfelves,  v^^en  we  yield  to 
ihe  Battering  idd^,  that  we  may  make  up  in  ftiture 
dGor  what  we  now  negieft. 

it  is  no  lefs  difficult,  in  tnoft  cafes,  to  repair  the 

^liarm  We  have  done  in  one  year  by  exertions  in  the 

msstf  or  to  remove   the  pernicious  effeds   of  it* 

«6uppoie  that  the  bad,  the  unchafte,  the  malignant, 

.tiie  wicked  thoughts  which  t  have  raifed  and  nourifli- 

sod  in  this  year,  ihould  be  the  means  of  filling  me 

3widi  extreme  abhorrence   in  the  next,  will  they 

iJierefore  be  eflfacdd  and  eradicated  from  my  foul  ? 

^SnU  they  not  often  return  to  me  \^ether  I  will  or 

tto?    Will  they  not  probably  often  difturb  me  in 

Hh^  nridft  of  my  devotions^  in  the  midfl:  of  my  moft 

.ferious  and  important  concerns?     Probably  they 

may  >pe^ecute  me  as  long  as  I  five  ;  probably  I  fhall 

ifnbdue  them  a  thoufalKi  times  ;  probably  I  fhall  be 

•4>bUged  to  take  them  with  me  into  the  grave !    Sup- 

pofe  that  the  bad,  the  injurious,  or  the  deceitfiil 

words,  which  1  have  fpoken  this  year,  occafion  me 

a  fincere  remorfe,  which  caufes  me  to  abftain  rom 

them  in  the  next ;  may  they  not  in  the  mean  time 

FF2  have 


Digitized  by  VjO'OQ IC 


436  ^      THE  VALUE  OF  ONE  YEAR. 

haye.  made  indelible  impreffions  on  others;   maf 
they  not  in  the  mean  time  have  robbed  the  inno- 
trent  oJF  their  good  name,  or  have  made  him,  who 
was  wavering  between  virtue  and  vice,  declare  him- 
felf  for  the  latter ;  and  may  not  thefe  corrupt  eflfeSs 
of  my  imj)rudent  or  malignant  fpeeches  be  of  fuch 
»a  nature,  that  all  I  can  henceforward  fay  and  do 
againft  them  will  be  in  vain?     Suppofe,  in  flwMt, 
that  the  unjuft,  the  unreafonable,  the  felfifti  anions 
that  I  have  committed  in  this  year  occafioai  me  the 
moft  bitter  anguifh  and  floods  of  tears  in  the  next  j 
can  I  thereby  repair  the  mifchief  I  have  done  my 
neighbour,    the  injufticc  I  have  fliewn  him,   the 
trouble  and  vexation  I  have  ciiufed  him?    How  fd- 
dom  can  I  make  good  the  lofs  he  has  undergone! 
how  feldom  can  I  offer  him  a  compenfation  adequate 
t^my  injuries !  how  much  feldomer  can  I  reftore 
to  him  his  lofl:  health,  or  his  peace  of  mind !    Or 
can  I,  by  behaving  to  him  now  in  conformity  to  mjr 
duty,  hold  him  therefore  unhurt  by  my  not  having 
done  fo  before  ?     No  ;  juft  as  little  as  the  good  that 
we  negleft  in  one  year  can  be  made  good,  fo  little, 
in  nioft  cafes,  can  theTiarm  we  have  done  in  it  even 
only  in  part  be  repaired.     How  important  then  muft 
a  year  be,  when  we  look  to  the  confequences  of 
what  we  do  or  permit  in  it  j  and  on  the  lafting, 
very  often  untenninable  duration  of  thefe  confe- 
quences! ' 

Attend 
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"  Atteftd  Wtbis,  particujarly,  you  who  are  ftill  in 
your  youth,  and  are  as  it  were  juft  letting  out  on . 
your  ^earthly  career.  One  yeistr  of  youth  is  c6m-. 
monly  of  more  confequence  than  ten  years  of  manly 
or  of  more  advanced  age.  In  one  year  of  youth  you 
may  and  fhouid  perform  things^  which  either  you 
cannot  at  ali,  or  not  without  extreme  difficulty,  ef- 
fea  in  all  the  future  years  of  your  life.  The  good 
you  negleft  in  youth  can  never  be  compenlated,  and 
the  evil  you  then  commit  can  never  be  wholly  made 
good.  ^  And  yet  the  young  man  commonly  imagines 
that  he  may  fafely  be  more  lavifh  of  his  time  than 
the  aged  J  that  one  year  is  no  great  matter  with 
him  who  has  fSIl  fo  many  before  him.  But  he 
much  miftakes.  To  the  old  man  <:ertainly  his  latter 
days  are  important.  But  the  mofl:  of  what  he  had 
to  do  is  already  done.  He  is  now  that  which  here 
on  earth  he  might  and,  could  become.  The  young 
man  has  it  yet  to  be;  and  on  the.ufe  of  his 
youthful  years  efpedally  depends  what  he  will  be 
throughout  his  future  life,  and  «ven  in  eternity, 
when  this  life  is  over.  How  important,  how  deci- 
iive  then  muft  a  year  be  to  him  ? 

'  Would  you  learn  to  underftand  tire  importance 
stfid  the  value  of  one  year;  then  confider,  in  the 
third  place,  how  diflferent  the  future  years  may  be 
in  manyrefpefts  from  the  prefent;  and  how  un- 
catain  :it  is,  whether  we  then  fhall  or  can  per- 
form^ ahd  do  what  we  now  are- able  to  do  and  tp 
perform* 

?  F  3'  At 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


45^  THE  VALtm  OF  ONE  YEAE# 

At  prefent  we  are  healthy  and  idert ;  at  prc&mt  we 
have  the  powers  of  niin4  aiid  body,  which  iofpire  tit 
with  cbearfuhiefs  and  alacrby,  ^i^hidi  fit  ns  for  oom 
tinned  affairs,  for  excrdfe  in  the  harder  virtues^  fag 
gaining  the  connnand  of  oui&lves,  for  fighting 
againft  fin.  Probably  in  tb6  next  year  we  may  lofe 
this  health,  diis  alacrity,  diiefe  powers ;  perhaps  ficki 
tefks  4hd  paim  may^qift  ns  down!  And  then  wi| 
$re  difmayed  at  every  difficulty  we  meet  with  on  the 
way  of  wifdom  a|id  virtue ;  dien  we  fbrt  bad^  at 
fbon  as  an  enemy  af^sears}  then  we  avoid  every 
timig  that  bears  the  name  of  toil  and  troufafe>  of 
conflict  and  felf-demal. 

At  prefent  we  are  in  ea^  drcumjtsoices  ;r  at 
prefent  we  have  tim^  and  Idfore  for  refleftion^  for 
reading,  for  frequent  devotion}  at  prefoit  we 
have  the  means  and  ppportmmties  for  pa£)ifiBg 
|>eneficence.  Perhaps  in  the  next  y^tr  ire  may  madb 
with  misfortune  and  wsmt ;  pevbaps  then  our  £sci»- 
far  bufinefies  and  cares  may  be  mtdtipUed ;  porfaaps 
we  may  then  be  derived  of  the  ipeans  of  doii^  goq^l 
fo  others!  - 

At  prefent,  we  havecUIdreii,  firiesd^  and  ae^u^^l? 
ance  about  us  to  whom  we  may  beftrviceable  t^  our 
inftrudHon^  piur  advibe^  or  ow  eKampk,  whof^  fem- 
poral  and  eternal  wel&re  we  are  tnabhid  to  ^vande. 
Perhapa  in  the  enfmng  year  tibty  mf  be  mrifbdl 
from  us,  or  may  be  removed  to  a  diftance  ;  and  tim 
we  can  nev^  do  again  what  iksw  we  can  d6  for  AA 
good! 

At 
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At  prefent  we  have  various  means,  ixuUiy  impelling 
motives  and  encouw^ements  to  good ;  at  prefent  we 
have  parents,  friends,  teachers,  to  inftruft,  to  admo- 
nilh,  to  exhort,  to  affift  us,  who  go  before  us  with 
their  example,  who  co-operate  with  us  in  our  im- 
jM'ovem^it,  and  facilitate  to  us  the  performance  of 
oxat  duty.  Perhaps,  in  the  eiifuing  year  we  may 
krfe,  altogether  or  in  part,  thefe  helps,  thefe  incite- 
ments  to  virtue ;  perhaps  in  their  ftead  we  may  meet 
with  a  thoiifand  impediments,  obftacles,  temptations, 
and  fiiares  on  the  path  of  life ;  and  if  we  are  not  able 
now  to  cope  with  them  with  courage  and  vigour,  it 
is  hardly  poflible  that  we  then  fliall  ftand  out  the 
combat  and  come  off  viftorious. 

Atprefent,  in  all  thefe  refpeSs,  we  are  enlightened 
by  the  day,  which  renders  our  work  eafy  and. plea- 
fent  5  perhaps  in  the  fucce^ling  year  the  night  may 
come  on,  the  night  of  afflictions,  of  misfortunes,  of 
Ae  dif^es  and  infirmities  of  age,  when  no  man  can 
labour  and  toil  with  fuccefs.  I^ow  important  then 
ea  this  argument  likewife  mufl  not  one  year  be  to 
us,  and  how  much  caufe  have  we  to  prefs  on  with 
the  mqft  ardent  zeal  in  the  profecution  of  the  work 
that  is  given  us  to  do,  fmce  we  know  not  whether, 
Ui  the  folk>wing  year,  we  may  be  able  to  purfue  it 
ib  well,  or  e^ea  at  allt 

Confider,  laftly,  that  each  year  may  be  the  lafl  to 
us,  and  learn  i&om  this  circumftance  alfo  how  to 
dtimate  the  value  and  importance  of  one  year. '  And 
we  cannot  have  the  leafl  doubt  of  how  much  depends 

p  F  4  oa 
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on  the  right  ufe  of  it,  and  how  much  it  produces,  if 
wc  repeatedly  think  with  ourfelves :    Perhaps  this 
may  be  the  laft  year  that  I  Ihall  attend  in  fociety  with 
my  brethren  the  worfliip  Of  God,  and  be  able  to  do 
the  will  of  my  creator  and  redeemer  on  earth ;  the 
laft  I  fhall  have  for  extending  my  refearches,  difcard- 
ing  my  errors,  and  enlarging  and*  reftifyijig  my 
knowledge :   and  then  I  go  to  the  ftate  of  departed 
fpirits,  where  this  knowledge,  whatever  its  nature, 
will  compofe  the  matter  of  my  reflections,  my  enter-. 
tainment  with  myfelf  and  my  pleafure.     Perhaps  this 
is  the  laft  year  I  fliall  have  for  labouring  at  my  im- 
provement, for  exercifing  myfelf  in  virtue,  and  for 
demonftrating  the  integrity  of  my  faith  by  good 
works  :   and  then  fucceeds  the  retribution  ;  and  this 
retribution  will  be  exaftly  proportioned  to  the  degree 
of  my  integrity  and  virtue.     Perhaps  this  is  the  laft 
year  in  which  I  can  be  ufeful  to  my  brethren,  and 
endeavour  at  their  advantage ;  and  then  I  muft  leave 
them ;    and  then  perhaps  I  fhall  lament  that  I  was 
not  of  greater  utility  to  my  brethren,  that  I  did  not 
perform  more  good,  and  did  not  lay  up  larger  trea-i 
fures  for  futurity.     Perh2q>s  this  is  the  laft  year  in 
which  God  will  call  me  to  repentance ;  that  he  will 
grant  me  his  grace  and  the  forgivenefs  of  my  fins ; 
that  he  will  Warn  me  of  corruption  and  condemnar 
tion :    and  then  this  call  will  reach  me  no  more } 
then  thefe  benefits  will  be  no  longer  allowed*  me, 
then  perhaps  the  moft  horrible  perdition  will  be  my 
portibii ;  then  will,  the  night  be  come  upon  me,  whep 

no 
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no  man  can  work.  Ah^  no ;  to-day,  while  I  hear 
the  voice  of  God,  I  will  hearken  to  it ;  I  will  do  to-day, 
what  perhaps  I  may  not  be  able  to  do  to-morrow ! 
This  year  may  be  my  laft ;  the  good  or  bad  employ- 
ment of  it  may  be  decifive  to  me ! 

.  Of  fo  great  importance,  my  brethren,  of  fo  great 
importance  is  one  year  to  perfons  who  in  one  year 
do  fo  much  good  or  evil ;  who  can  neither  make 
amends  for  the  good  they  negleft,  nor  fully  repair 
the  evil  they  have  done  f  who  are  fubjeft  to  fo  many 
changes  and  revolutions  in  their  prefent  condition ; 
andwhofe  life  is  fo  fhort  and  uncertain!  And  fhall 
we  not  exclaim  with  our  Saviour:  —  "  I  Hiuft  work 
the  works  of  him  that  fent  me,**  who  has  placed  me 
on  this  earthly  ball ;  I  muft  labour  at  my  improve- 
ment and  perfedtion,  muft  do  as  much  good  as  at 
all  times  I  can,  muft  be  as  useful  to  other  men  as  I 
can  at  all  times  be,  "  while  it  is  day,**  fo  long  as  I 
have  time,  means,  abilities,  and  opportimity  for  it,  for 
**  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work  !** 

Yes,  let  this  be  the  refolution  of  you  all !  In  fuch 
difpofitions^,  may  you  commence  and  complete  this 
year !  May  it  be  truly  important  to  you ;  and  may 
the  fentiment  of  its  importance  inqite  you  to  the  beft 
and  worthieft  employment  of  it !  To  us  all  may  it 
prove  abundantly  fruitful  in  vrffe  and  pious  thoughts, 
in  inftrudive  and  improving  words,  in  good  and  ge- 
nerous deeds !  Far  advance  us  all  in  knowledge,  in 
virtue,  in  chriflian  integrity,  and  bring  us  conftantly 
nearer  to  the  mark  of  our  high  vocation!     May 

every 
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every  <me  of  us,  while  it  is  day  to  him,  be  doing  that 
which  he  has  to  do  on  earth,  aad  profixute  it  with 
unremitted  and  chearful  ardour,  that  the  nijghtof 
death  may  fall  on  ncme  -*-  o  gradous  L^rd !  <m  noae, 
ere  he  have  fitted  himfelf  for  an  entrance  into  etcr* 
nallife! 
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SERMON  XXn, 

Of  the  Detriment  and  Danger  of  too  frequent  Diffipa* 
tion  and  Dherfions. 


OGOD,  thou  haft  created  us  for  pleafurc  and 
iot  happmefi.  But  thou  requkeft  that  ve  fedc 
cur  pleafura  and  our  happineik  on  the  way  of  duty 
abd  of  obedience  to  thy  cc»nmand8«  Thou  requireft 
that,  a9  ratk>nal  creatures,  we  fliould  not  fuffer  ow- 
felves  to  be  ^aafed  by  every  falfe  glare  of  pieafure 
and  bappinefe ;  smd  that,  as  ehriftians  who  »e  called 
to  inunortality,  we  fliould  not  Ipok  merely  to  the 
prefent,  but  principally  to  the  future.  Thy  bounti- 
ful goodnefs  has  opened  to  us  various  fources  of  de» 
fight,  and  made  us  fufceptible  of  manifold  agreeable 
fenfations  j  but  they  are  not  all  of  equal  value,  and 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  them  may  frequently  convert 
them  into  fources  of  trouble  and  inifery  to  u».  Oh 
that  we  were  fo  wife  as  conftantly  to  make  the  beft 
j:hoice  between  the  fatisfadions  and  pleafiu-es  that 

oflfer 


Digitize'^  by  GoOgIC 


444  DANGER    OF   TOO   FREQUENT 

offer  themfelves  to  us,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  them 
.  never  trangreffed  the  rules  of  moderation !     Do  thou 
enlighten  our  feeble  intelleft,  o  Lord  our  God,  that 
we  may  learn  juftly  to  underftand  and  appreciate  the 
talue  of  things.     Aflift  us  to  conquer  our  vehement 
propenfity  to  fenfual  objefts.  .   Let  us  never  forget 
kow  fhort  and  uncertain  our  life  i?,  and  how  much 
depends  on  the  proper  or  perverfe  employment  of  it. 
Teacb^  us  to  provide  with  unabated  zeal  for  the  pcr- 
fe£Hon  and  happinefs  of  our  immortal  fpirit,  and 
grant  that  we  may  all  fo  manage  our  bufineffes  and 
pleafures,  our  labours  and  recreations  as  is  moft  con- 
formable to  thy  win  and  to  the  *  great  purpofes  to 
which  we  are  ordained  in  the  prefent  and  in  the  iu« 
tore  world.    BIef3  to  that  end  die  dodrines  that  are 
pnefcntly  to  be  delivered  to  us.    .Grant  diat  we  may 
fiften  to  diem  with,  atteadon  and  a  thirflof  falvation, 
by  them  up  in  a  good  heart,  and  be  a£hially  im^ 
paroved  by  them-     Hear  us  for  the  fake  of  JefiB 
Chiift,  our  mediator  and  redeeiner,  in  whde  name 
we  invcd^  thee  farther,  faying :  Our  father,  &c. 
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I  THESSAL.  IV.   II. 
Study  to  be  quiet ;  and  to  do  your  own  bufinefs. 

^  I  ^HJE  dcfign  of  my  prcfent  difcourfe  is  to  caudbn 
-^  you  againft  the  detriment  and  danger  of  tdo 
clofe  a  purfuit  of  diffipation  and  diverfions.  May 
you  attend,  to  my  warning  voice  with  the  fame,  good 
and  iincere  difpofitions  as  thofe  which  aftuate  the 
heart  from  whence  it  proceeds !  Think  not  that  the 
refbraints,  under  which  we  are  laid  in  many  refpe6ls 
by  our  ftation  and  ^calling,  render  us  envious  of  the 
greater  freedom  which  you  enjoy ;  or  that  we  exhort 
you  to  a  temperate  ufe  of  certain  kinds  of  recreations 
and  pleafures,  becaufe  we  mufl  either  partake  in  them 
with  you  but  feldom,  or  wholly  forego  them.  Were 
we  difpofed  to  lead  a  foft  effeminate,  fenfual  life,  and 
to  be  more  fdlicitous  about  our  pleafures  than  our 
duty,  we  fliould  be  no  more  deficient  in  opportuni- 
ties than  you ;  and  we  might  perhaps  do  it  without 
any  ftriking  violation  of  public  decorum.  No,  my 
beloved  flock,  neither  envy,  jealoufy,  nor  compul- 
fion,  have  any  Ihare  in  the  remonftrances  I  fhall  make 
you.  It  is  conti£tion,  real  conviftion,  grounded  on 
refledion  and  obfervation ;  it  is  a  fincere  and  eameft 
dgfire  of  promoting  your  happiaefs,  that  urges. me 

to 
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to  entertain  you  at  this  time  vnth  fuch  matters  as  af e 
much  more  important  than  they  appear  to  be,  and 
which  are  therrfore  but  too  feldonl  weighed  as  thdr 
importance  demands^  Vouchfafe  me  then  an  atten- 
tive hearing.  Let  not  cuftoiii,  or  prevailing  fafliion, 
let  not  your  propenfities  and  appetites,  but  let  truth 
and  the  fear  of  God  pronounce  upon  the  weight  of 
my  reafons  and  remonftrances ;  and  if  you  find  them 
jufl  ^kl  cogent,  d>en  follow  what  your  cottfeieace 
and  the  love  you  owe  yotufelves  (hall  dc6late(  The 
detriment  and  danger  of  too  dofe  a  pun&itt  of  i(i:& 
pation  and  diverfions  &all  dieitefer^  betheiubf^d  of 
this  morning's  difcourfe.  Wc  will  divide  it  iMa  three 
parts.  In  the  firft  we  will  accui^ately  define  t^e  &l^ 
jed  of  whidt  we  are  fpeaking^  in  tiie  fefco&d,  ftew 
the  detriment  and  dang^  of  lawfiifrng  k  j  ^md^m  Ac 
third,  fubjoin  fome  rules  of  wHe  and  <diriffiaai  4x^ 
dud.  Cenfiderations  whidh  will  at  <^ce  feAruft  us 
in  the  import  and  reafons  of  the  apoftolical  fmxpti 
*'  Study  to  be  quiet,  and  to -mind  your  <mn  bufK 
«efe." 

By  diffipations  we  here  underftand  afl  Jdnds  <rf 
employaijents  and  pleafures  ^v^h  di^woff^our  ;tttett- 
tion  from  the  dmies  itnpofed  on  us  1^  our  ftatkm  «U[ 
calling,  and  direO:  k  to  fuch  things  as  insdce  us  fop 
•get  what  is  uiapleafant  or  arduous  m  thefe  Aiiie^ 
/jither  fey  procuring  us  a  filent  and  placid  r^pofe,  or 
fey  awakening  in  «s  more  agfeeable  fenfations  an^ 
ideas.  S«ch  diflipatiofts  -or  recreatiMis  are  mofpt  or 
Ids  neceflkry  to  .^is  iall.  Our  powers  ^e  limited* 
U  the/ 
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T^ey  would  be  cxhaufted  by  too  vigorous  and  too 
cimtmued  i^xertions^  Nothing,  in  particular,  more 
vreaiies  the  att€»tioti  of  our  mi^s  than  when  we  di- 
red  it  to  one  and  die  fame  ohjtOt  for  a  confiderable 
kngth  ctf  time.  Nothing  more  fatigues  our  body 
than  when  it  pudueg  too  long  one  fort  of  motion,  or 
<}f  mechanical  labourC  Relaxation  of  a  longer  or  a 
fliort^  fpace  from  our  ordinary  affairs  is  therefore 
i^iaafite,  if  we  would  prefefve  our  mind  or  our  body, 
or  tdHhtt  both  together^  from  finking  under  the  bur- 
den. TMs  is  not  all.  We  thus  prevent  not  only 
rarious,  and  oidierwife  unavoidable  ^vils,  but  we  pro- 
cure ouiielves  the  mpft  important  advantage.  No- 
dung  is  iiftore  adapted  to  give  new  vigour  to  our 
nunds  and  bodies  thsm  the  enjoyment  of  an  innocent 
and  moderate  pleafure.  It  has  the  fame  effeft  upon 
us  as  the  refreflung  <kw  upon  a  flower  almoft  wither- 
ed by  Ae  heat  of  the  day.  It  infpires  us  with  new 
fife,  Hew  ^irits  and  alacrity  to  profecute  the  duties 
of  our  calling,  from  the  point  we  had  ftopt  at ;  and 
we  are  tibufr  enabled  without  much  paihs  to  conquar 
difficuMes,  which  otherwife  would  have  conquered 
us,  if  we  had  combated  them  with  too  obftinate  an 
ftflkiuity.  Ufeftil  and  neceffary,  however,  as  thefe 
diffipadons  and  recreations  are,  yet  they  may  estfily 
teflifgrefs  the  bounds  of  moderation  j  and  fince  this 
but  too  frequently  hs^pens,  our  pains  will  certainly 
liot  be  Tupeflupus  if  we  fearch  for  fome  rules  where*^ 
by  tij  judge  of]  our  behaviour  in  this  regard* 
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I  need  not  previoufly  Femind  you,  that  all  dii&pa^ 
tions  and  pleafures^  wherein  fuch  things  are  fpoken 
or  tranfa&ed  as  in  and  of  themfelves  are  bad  and 
contrary  to  gpod  manners,  are  abfolutely  to  be  avoid- 
ed. To  feek  recreation  in  companies  where  flander 
and  detraftion  exhale  without  reftraint  their  peftilen* 
tial  breath,  where  ambiguous  expreffioiis  and  indecent 
mirth  fupply  the  place  of  chearfulnefs  and  wit,  where 
riot  and  licentioufnefs  prevail ;  to  feek  recreation  in 
fuch  companies,  is  to  look  for  health  among  the  dif" 
eafed,  and  for  life  among  the  dead.  I  now  fptdk  only 
of  fuch  forts  of  diflipation  and  recreation  as  are  abfo- 
lutely indiSereiit  and  innocent,  and  the  moderate  ufe 
whereof  is  not  unbecoming  to  'the  wife  man  or  the 
chriftian.  And  when  does  a  man  go  too  great 
lengths  in  thefe  ?  When  does  the  ufe  of  thefe  allow- 
able diffipations  and  recreations  become  abufeS 
Probably  numbers  will  immediately  anfwer,  when  it 
is  too  frequent  and  too  often  repeated.  The  anfwer 
is  juft ;  but  it  is  too  indeterminate,  to  give  us  mudi 
information,  or  to  regulate  ourfelves  by  it  on  all  oc- 
caficms.  We  will  proceed  to  fey  fbmewhat  more 
precifely  upon  it. 

The  moft  innocent  diffipations  and  recreations  are 
cxceffes,  when  fought  and  ufed  by  perfons  who  have 
no  need  of  any  relaxation  and  recreation.  Reft  is 
only  ordained  to  the  weary,  reyard  only  to  the  work- 
man, medicine  only  to  the  fick.  Wher^pn  then  da 
you  found  your  claim  to  recreations  and  pleafures ; 
you,  who  pafs  your  whole  lives  in  inafUon,  in  a  re- 
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,  pi^enfflbfe  itidolence ;  "^ho  exert  neither  your  bo- 
dily nor  your  mental  powers  in  the.fervice  of  your 
fellow-beings ;  who  live  folely  for  yourfelv^,  or  ra- 
Aer  for  the  terrene  animal  part  of  you,  and  not  for 
others  alfo?  What  have  you  then  done  for  the 
good  of  fodety,  that  you  vindicate  to  yourfelves  its 
pleafures  ?  What  weighty  afiairs  have  you  to  tranf- 
aft,  for  which  you  muft  colleQ:  new  powers  ?  Un- 
happy men,  you  forget  to  what  end  you  were  de- 
figned.  You  know  no  ufefiil,  no  generous  employ, 
ment  for  your  capacities  and  talents ;  and  therefore 
apply  them  merely  to  trifles,  and  in  the  manly,  the 
beft  age  of  your  life  fall  back  mto  childhood.  Time 
is  a  burden  to  you,  becaufe  you  know  not  its  value. 
Therefore  you  wifti  the  days  could  be  flirunk  into 
hours-,  and  the  hours  into  moments.  And  wha^ 
riglit  have  you  to  require  fuch  frequent  diffipation ; 
you,  who  canjiot  indeed  be  peremptorily  charged  with 
idlenefs,  but  who  fhouTd  and'cbuld  do  far  more  of 
what  is  good  and  ufefiil  thail  yira  aftually  do ;  you,, 
i;^ofe  bufinefs  requii-es  fo  Kttli  exertion,  whofe  la- 
bour and  induftry^  are  fo  moderate,  that  you  are 
fcarcely  ever  perfiaps  confiderably  fatigued  and  ener- 
vated  by  the  fcithful  cfifcHatge  of  the  duties  of  your 
calling  ?  Would  yo^;  ycfti-^who  thus  either  lead  a 
tbtally  inadSve  ana  uiiprofitabfe  life,  or  a  lift  not  ac- 
dve  and  ufeful  enough",  would  you  with  juftice,. and 
without  inconfiftency,  apply  a  part  of  your  time  to 
relaxation  and  recreattan ;  tlien  dfe  the  other  part  fo 
as  to  raider  recreation  heefdiuL'  Tui^'fifft  your 
VOL.  I.  GQ  Ivhgle 
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whole  attaition  to  the  important  c^mcerns  diat  fall 
to  your  fhare  as  men,  as  members  of  the  community, 
as  chriftians ;  firft,  eameftly  exert  your  powers ;  firft, 
labour  faithfully  and  unremittingly ;  work  at  leaft  at 
times  till  you  feel  fomc  degree  of  fatigue :  and  then 
feek  innocent  relaxation  and  recreation ;  then  enjoy 
them  with  a  chearful  fpirit.  You  have  deferved  them; 
they  are  become  ncceffary ;  and  they  will  be  real  re* 
creations  to  you. 

The  moft  innocent  diffipations  and  recre^ons  will, 
fecondly,  be  excefles,  when  by  die  manner  in  which 
they  are  ufed  they  ceafe  from  being  relaxations  and 
recreations,  and  become  either  bufinefe  or  burden- 
fome.  And  this  they  wiH  be,  when  they  flrain  too 
much  the  ppwers  of  the  body  or  the  mind ;  when 
they  cannot  fo  well  be  faid  to  procure  us  r^ft,  ^t 
change  of  one  kind  of  uneafmefs  and  violent  move- 
ment for  another,  probably  ftill  more  hurtful,  efpe- 
daily  when  they  lad  too  long,  and'  are  prodrafied 
to  fatigue.  It  is  certjunly  an  innocent  and  proper 
kind  of  recreation  at  times  to  enjoy  witi^  one's  fiiends 
the  focial  repaft,  feafoned  with  fiucerity  and  decent 
freedom,  and  in  the  enjoyment  to  be  eafy  and  chear* 
ful.  But  if  this  happen  too  often ;  if  pomp  and  lux- 
ury, more  than  friend^p,  mix  in  it  j  if  we  are  by 
various  means  allured,  or  by  oi^r  own  weakncls  in^ 
ftuced,  to  ex^e4  the  bounds  of  moderation ;  if  it  be 
thought  a  kind  of  honour  or  propriety  to  make  it 
late  in  the  ni^t  before  we  part :  then  we  miibke 
the  purpprt  of  this  mews  of  recreation ;.  it  is  then  no 
.  ,    -'.  .  longer 
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longer  refirefliment,  it  is  a  troublefome  burden  which 
enervates  the  mind  and  the  body ;  and  the  folioAraig 
day  but  too  often  teaches  us,  that  we  have  reaped 
no  frefh  alacrity  ahd  vigour  for  induftry  and  labour. 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  play*  Whoever  has  a  tafte 
for  this  fort  of  pleafure }  he  who  knows  or  can  have 
no  nobler  kind  of  it ;  who  would  not  otherwife  be 
able  to  fill  up  his  Vacant  hours,  and  at  the  fame  time 
Ifuns  no  rifk  of  being  difcompofed  by  irregular  paf- 
fions :  may  indulge  in  this  amufement  with  due  mo- 
deration, till  he  fliall  perhaps  fometime  hence  learn 
to  think  more  ferioufly  and  more  confiflently  with 
Ae  dignity  of  the  man  and  the  chriflian.  In  th« 
mean  time^  let  him  beware  not  to  give  fo  much  into 
play  that  it  ceafe  from  being  an  innocent  recreation. 
He  that  neglefts  for  it  that  exercife  which  his  body 
requires ;  he  that  makes  it  his  purfuit  unremittedly 
forfevtral  hours,  and  that  frequently,  perhaps  daily  j 
he  whp  allows  himfelf  to  be  heated  at  it  by  the  thirft 
of  gain^  or  too  great  eagemefs  to  fliew  his  fkill  and  to 
obtain  the  vidory ;  he  who  is  as  bufy  and  attentive 
at  it  as  if  he  were  occupied  about  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  concern :  with  him  play  ceafes  to  be  at  recre- 
ation; it  is  a  toilfome,  childifh  employment}  it  is 
eSLcefs.  Sfe  thence  coUefts  no  refrefhment  to  his 
powers,  but  fquanders  away  in  an  imworthy  manner 
the  very  fpirits  that  furvived  his  previous  laboui*. 

Laflly,  the  mofl  innocent  kinds  of  diffipation  and 
recreation  become  prejudicial,  when  we  fo  accuflom 
ourftlves  to  them,  that  we  can  fcarcely  bear  a  priva- 
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tion'of  them,  or  idien  we  theteby  lofe  our  relifh  for 
more  ferious  and  more  momentous  ol:)je&s.  In  dU 
thef  cafe  we  tnifs  the  only,  rational  and  legitimate 
aim  we  could  proppfe  by  it ;  I  mean,  the  reft  that 
ihould  refrefli  u&  after  labour,  and  invigorate  us  &r 
the  alert  renewal  of  it.  In  the  former  cafe,,  if  we  fo 
accuftom  ourfelves  to  certain^difSpations  that  we  can 
fcarcely  endure  their  a^^fence,  we  unneceflarily  in-> 
creafe  the  number  of  our  wants^  and,  fiece  it  is  not 
poffible  for  us  to  fupply  th€»i  at  all  tiroes  according' 
(9  our  wiih,  we  thus  expofe  ourfelves  to  vaiious  kinds 
of  uneafmei$  and  vcxalicm,  which  ia  their  effieils  are^ 
in  direft  oppofition  to  the  benefit  we  propde  by  re- 
creation. In  the  latter  cafe,  if  by  too  frequent  a  ufe 
of  certain  diftra£ting  amufements  we  lofo  the  XsAefar 
more  ferious  and  momratous  bbjefts,  we  mamfisftfy. 
do  ourfelves  an  injury,  inafmuch  as  we  ^f e-  tbdrd)y 
tempted  to  negligence  and  floth  in  the  npH^^fnent 
of  thefe  important  and  mogientous  matters,  or  to  a' 
total  heedleflhefs  and  unconcern  about  them.  We 
j^uft,  however,  fomewhat  more  circumftantially  fliew 
the  various  mifchiefs  that  arife  from  the  top  frequent 
and  inordinate  ufe  of  even  innocent  diffipations,  and 
.the  danger  attendant  on  it.       . 

In  the  firft  place,  as  I  have  alreadj?  noticed,  the 
.  ajTairs  of  our  vocation  are  too  often  hegie^led.for  it. 
A  man  accuftoms  himfelf  to  look  upon  thtoi  as  in-, 
ciumbrances  which  he  bears,  and  muft  bear,  gi^clj^- ^ 
from  neqeffity,  and  which  he  rid&  himfelf  of  as*]^?^:  ^^ 
and  as  fp^edily  as  he  can  withojLit  (he  inoft  eyi^ajLt^ 
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difadvantage.  Inftead  of  attending  to  them  with  all 
poffible  afliduity  and  diligence,  he  previoufly  direfts 
a  part,  perhaps  the  greateft  part,  of  his  attention  to 
the  pleafures  and  diffipations  he  is  running  to  meet. 
For  enjoying  thefe^  more  frequently  and  fullyj  he  at 
times  leaves  his  mod  important  bufiheffes  to  be  tranf- 
.a£led  by  others,  who  feldom  paanage,  or  can  manage 
them  with  the  fame  fidelity  and  prudence  as  the  per- 
fon  himfelf.  This  is  equally  applicable  to  the  mo- 
ther  and  the  father  of  a  family ;  to  the  merchant 
,and  fcholar,  as  well  as  to  the  artifl:  and  mechanic ; 
and  Aich  ^  condu^  in  all  ctonditions  of  life  muft  be 
attended  by  more  or  lefs  diforder  and  confufion ;  it 
muft  often  be  attended  by  the  total  ruin  of  families. 
And  this  fo  much  the  more,  as  by  the  great  (hare  he 
takes  in  all  kinds  of  diflipation  and  diveriions,  and 
by  the  various  conne^ons  he  enters  into  with  others 
on  thefe  occafions,  he  is  commonly  tempted  to  run 
into  fuch  expences  as  bear  no  juft  proportion  to  the 
means  he  pofleflRsIs,  or  the  iricome  on  which  he  may 
iafbly  reekon ;  or  which,  even  if  our  outward  cir- 
cumftJAces  are  not  injureio?  impaired  by  them,  pre»- 
versus  from  fulfilling  the  duties  of  chriftian  bounty 
in  their  whole  extent,  and  from  dc«ng  fo  much  good 
as  we  might  and  ifaould  have  done  in  a  more  retired 
mode  pf  Mc.  A  lofs  that  not  only  robs  us  in  this 
:vrorli  of  the  pureft,  the  divmeft  pleafure,  but  alfo  of 
Jthe  moft  glorious  retnbutions  in  the  future* 

The  too  eager  purfuit  of  diffipations  and  fbcial 

pleafures  have,  fecondly,  with  very  many  perfons,  u 
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cruel  influence  on  the  education  of  their  children* 
That  the  education  of  chil(ken  is  a  nu^er  of  the  ut- 
mofi:  importance  and  arduous  application,  and  that 
it  is  chiefly  th^  bufinefs  of  parents,  and  not  mo-ely 
of  tutors  or  fervant$,  I  take  for  granted  as  an  unde*' 
piable  prc^fition ;  and  if  any  man  w^e  fp  unhapi^ 
as  to  doubt  it,  I  ihould  pity  him  ydth  all  my  heart ; 
but  I  fliould  give  myfelf  little  trouble  to  f(?t  him  right, 
becaufe  in  all  probability  my  pains  would  be  loft. 
Is  it  then  your  duty,  you,  whom  God  has  ordjuned 
as  parents,  is  it  your  duty,  your  moft  arduous  duty, 
to  educate  your  children,  that  is,  to  form  their  hearts 
and  minds,  and  make  them  wife  and  virtuous  -,  how 
can  you  properly  comply  with  this  duty,  if  you  give 
full  fwing  to  your  attachment  to  all  fafhionable  dif- 
fipations  and  pleafures  j  if  you  leave  your  children 
fo  often  and  fo  long  from  your  fight  j  if  all  this 
while  you  leave  them  to  themfelves,  or  to  the  charge 
of  others  ?  I  will  allow,  that  the  pleafures  you  pur- 
fue  are  liarmlefs*  But,  in  the  mc^an  time,  to  what 
dangers  are  your  children  escpofed !  Probably  they 
are  furrounded  by  vicious  p^pns,  who  put  on  the 
maflc  in  your  prefence,  and  wait  with  impatience  for 
the  moment  when  they  need  be  under  no  reftraint* 
At  prefent,  the  minds  and  the  hearts  of  thefe  inno- 
cents, whofe  welfare  is  fo  dear  to  you,  lie  open  to 
evfsry  bad  impreflion,  and  there  is  no  one  by  to  guard 
them  from  fedu£Uon.  Now  probably  falls  the  feed 
of  fome  &ult,  fome  ill  quality,  or  fome  vice,  into  thdr 
tender  hearts,  which  takes  root  in  fecret,  and  in  dbnr 
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bnn^  forth  a  desldly  fhiit.  Now  the  faireft  bloi*; 
foms  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  that  already  begin  to  ex* 
pand,  are  blighted  and  withered  by  a  peftilential 
breath.  Supppfe,  however,  that  they  are  not  fur- 
rounded  by  vicious  perfons,  yet  are  they  commonly 
by  iiich  as  have  not  the  juft.  and  delicate  fentiment  of 
the  true,  the  beautiful  and  good,  fo  neceflary  to  the 
due  formation  of  a  youthful  heart;  who  rarely  are 
free  from  felfe  maxims,  from  fuperftitious  errors  and 
prejudices  of  every  kind,  and  who  fcarcely  ever  ob- 
ferve  that  exafi  propriety  in  their  difcourfes  and  ac* 
tions  which  fenfible  parents  obfisrve  inf  the  prefence 
of  thw  childrqi.  All  of  them  circumflances  which 
cannot  but  be  prejudicial  to  your  children,  and  are 
often  moft  fetal  to  them.  And  can  you,  in  fuch  dr* 
cumftances,  frequently  and  without  neceffity  abfent 
yourfelves  from  your  children  ;  and  without  uneafi- 
nefs.asid  a  fmarting  confdence  purfue  idle  diillpations 
and  pleaiui^  which  neither  a  concern  for  your 
health,  nor  the  duties  of  real  friendfhip,  require  at 
your  hands  ? 

A  third  evil  that  ariC^  from  an  abufe  in  thefe 
matters  is,  that  a  man  thereby  becomes  habituated  to 
^worthy  gratifications.  ,  I  am  not  to  be  informed, 
d^t.!ve  are  terrene  creatures;  that  we  cannot  be 
foldy  employed  on  invifible  and  fpiritual  objefts. 
Yet  we  are  not  totally  earthly.  The  better  part  of 
our  being,  the  pait  lof  us  that  remains  for  ever,  is 
jpot  duft  ;  it  is. the  offspring  of  God ;  it  is  defigiied 
bx  a  feeavenly  Ufe^  It  we  make  what  is  earthly  and 
G  o  4  temporal 
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temporal  our  main  concern ;  if  we  are  always  bufied 
about  fuch  things  alone  ;  if  we  even  devote  to  tbem 
tlie  little  time  tl^t  remains  to  us  from  our  ordinary 
affairs :  then  muil  We  of  courfe  by  infisnfible  d^rees 
become  earthly-minded.  Our  rational,  our  immortal 
foul  mu|l  neceffarily  be  injured  much,  be  biafled  ew 
farther  and  farther  from  its  proper  deftinaticM),  and 
be  ever  nwre  unfit  for  the  fuperior  and  heavenly  life 
to  which  it  is  called.  And  how  can  too  frequent 
diflipations  have  any  other  effeds  Aan  thefc  ?  Will 
,not  the  attention  of  thofe  .who  are  attached  to  them 
be  folely  direfted  to  fenfual  and  outward  things? 
Are  not  various  preparations  requifite  for  appearing 
in  great  circles  with  projHiety  and  advantage  i  ,  Do 
we  not  thus  get  the  habit  of  fetting  a  greater  value 
on  whatever  belongs  to  drefs,  to  decoraticm,  to  fur« 
niture,  than  they  defenre,  and  to  hold  them  for  mpre 
important  things  than  they  really  are  ?  Are  they 
not  the  fubjeds  of  mod  conver£aitians  and  di£pourfes? 
Poes.  not  the  extravagant  value  that  is  had  for  them 
very  frequently  excite  envy,  jealbufy,  and  ilrife?  Do 
they  not  fo  imiverfally  prevail  in  nooft:  cc»npanks,  a$ 
to  make  it  not  rarely  a  matter  of  offence  to  fpeak  of 
weighty,  profitable,  moral,  and  religious  concerns, 
and  caufe  fuch  fubje^  to  be  confiifered  as  incompa- 
tible with  rational  mirth  ?  But  is  not  fudi  a  way  * 
of  thinking  pernicious  in  the  higheft  d^ee  ?  Does 
^  it  not  expofe  us.  to  the  danger  of  lo&Dg  fight  of  God 
and  religion,  and  the  end  of  oar  being!,  in  iborti 
pv^  thing  that  is  gre^t  an4 -noble?    .Doe&k  tiot 

entice 
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<^tk^  US  ted  handrcd a£tions  tiiat  degrade  the  man, 
and  are  c<rtitrary  to  the  vcwratfon  of  the  cbriftian? 
Does  it  not  depmeus  of  all  comfort  in  misfortune  ? 
Does  it  not  render  death  and  eternity,  ^hich  yet  we 
^nnot  fhun,  moil  ckeadful  f  Is  it  not  manifefUy  at 
-varianoe  with  the  temp^  that,  is  to  j^evail  in  the 
kiiigdotn  of  the  juft,  and  fhall  we  not  be  raaderedby 
4t  ever  more  uttq[uaK6ed  for  being  received  into  dieir 
foci^t]^  hereafter  ?  *        ,       .       .         - 

Hence,  laftly^  it  happens,  that  too  intenfe  a  purfuk 
of  diffipati^ri  deprives  us  of  the  time  neceffary  to  the 
praftice  of  private  devotion,  aiid  gradually  draws  af- 
ter it  a  coldnefs  and  indiffercncy  towards  all  religi<m. 
Oiir  Ichowledge,  our  faith,  our  hope,  our  virtue,  and 
^ety,  muft  be  stffiduoufly  nourifhed  and  fuppoitod 
by  the  reading  of  holyfcrip^ure  and  otheJ"  good 
%ooks^  by  refledion  smd  contemplation^  by  fdf-exa^ 
mination  and  prayer^  if  we  wduld  have  it  to  ftand 
^ut  againft  tlie  attacks  ^f  error,  of  unbelief,  of  doubt- 
fiilnefs,  of  difeppoitttments  and  vice,  and  to  rtoder  us 
^^eand  happy*  To  this  end  the  piMc  eacercifes 
.Df  <fevotion  and'woirfliip,  how  excellent  to  ever  they 
ve  in  the  irxam,  luie  not  of  themfelves  fufficient. 
The  chief  part  c^  wiiat  we  hiwe  to  mind  in  this  rer 
ipe&Bmfl  bb  peiformed  in.  retirement.  But  dee  you 
'perform. tbis,  ^aiid  can  ydu  perform  ity  yoii,  whoib 
fedulouily  run  after  all  forts  of  diiCpation  and  plea^ 
forie  ?  Do  You^  at  icaft,:  apf>iy.as:^much  tune  to  Jhe 
yogmentadon  of  your  knowied^e^rto  the  impfov6» 
.inent  of  ytiir  hearty i^^thii^^^g^^'^^^  of  ytnir  &ith^ 

m  '        ■  to 
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to  the  confirmation  6f  your  bbpes.  and  yow  pi^,  ag 
you  confume  in  the  gratificatton  of  your  appetites  for 
fenfual  pleafure,  or  to  what  you  term  the  duties  of 
good  bree^g,  and  the  keeping  of  company  ?  Do 
not  frequently  feveral  days  glide  by,  do  not  at  times 
vhok  weeks  pals  away,  without  one  ferious  reflec- 
tion that  you  are  chriftians  and  deiigned  for  eternity ; 
without  once, examining  the  (late  of  your  mind,  and 
your  courfe  of  life ;  without  paffing  one  or  more 
hours  in  fuch  meditations  as  are  profitable  to  your 
immortal  fpirit,  and  xt^y  fit  you  fo^r  the  life  to  come? 
No  wonder,  if,  with  fuch  a  condufl,  your  feith  yield 
to  every  objedion  and  doubt,  your  virtue  to  every 
tanptation,your  hop^  to^  every  danger ;  if  you  daare 
not  venture  to  mgflifeft  ywx  y^ne^Qi^  fcr  God  aA4 
Jcfus  Chrift  to.  the  face.of  jfche  unbeKever  or  the 
fcc^m^rt  and  ampng  the  friends  ^of  vice  to  maintaia 
the  caufe  df  virtue.  N^  wonde^  if  you  either  become 
yourfelf  a  contemner  of  religi^cHd  and^  the  fls^ve  of  va*- 
nityind  vice,  or  that yc^u  halt  and  waver  between 
truth  .and  error,  and  are  continually  runnil^g  from 
good  to  bad,  from  one  opiniott;  to  another^  without 
evm*  a£Hng  upon  juft  and  folid  principles.  Is  net 
fuch  a  condition  however  extrentiely  hazardous,  and 
have  you  iiot  ample  caufe  to  regard  and  to:  avoid,  as 
prejiidicidl  and  niinons,  all  that  phmges  and  keeps 
you  in  it?  i. 

Tfaefis  furely  are  con^eratiofis^  highly  adapted  to 
convince  every  reafonable  man,  that  too  frequent 
d^pations  are  exceedingly  detrimental;  I0  lis>  and 
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that  they  are  infeparably  combined  with  various  pe- 
rils. Should  I  b^  fo  happy  as  to  rou?e  yqu  to  reflefl: 
on  this  matter,  and  to  caufe  you  fome  alarm  on  thefe 
injuries  and  this  danger ;  then  turn  to  your  advaiv- 
tage  the  following  rules  of  difcreet  ^nd  chriftian  con- 
dua 

Impartially  confider  at  times  the  emptmefs,  the 
vanity,  the  irkfomenefs,  of  ipoft  kinds  of  diffipatkm 
^d  paftime,  though  people  in  general  fet  fo  high  a 
valu^  on  them.  Can  you  think  fo  freely  and  undiA 
turbed  amidft  them,  can  you  fpeak  fo  familiarly  and 
frankly,  and  fo  fafely  appear  in  your  natural  fram^ 
jis  you  ought,  were  they  aftually  to  be  the  recreation 
of  your  mind  ?  Do  you  not  commonly  find  yourfelf 
obliged  to  watch  with  far  mcwe  attention  over  your*- 
fclf,  and  to  obferve  all  your  words  ^d  geftures,  than 
in  the  moft. important  afiaits,  if  you  would  neither 
affront  any  one,  nor  expofe  yourfelf  to  ridicule? 
Are  you  not  very  often  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
ftraining  all  the  faculties  of  your  mind  in  the  moft 
unpleafant  manner,  to  fill  up  the  vacuity  of  convert 
fation  by  a  thoufand  frivolities  ?  Do  you  not  i^ 
many  other  inftances  feel  an  irkfome  conftraint  ?  In 
how  many  kinds  of  diiBpation  and  paftime  may  not 
jhe  paflions  be  ftirred  up,^whether  the  love  of  lucre^ 
or  ambition,  or  anger,*  which  are  equally  hurtful 
both  to  body  and  mind,  and  which  consequently 
Jiave  no  right  to  the  appellative  of  recreation  and  Ib- 
lace  ?.  And  wherein  at  length  confifts  the  fo  much 
vaunted  pleafure  ofthe-generality  of  great  compar 
at  nies. 
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nies,  the  gencnJity  of  pubtlc  and  private  entertain^ 
ment^^  All  men  eagerly  run  m  qucft:  of  this  plea- 
liire,  but  no  one  finds  it ;  and  yet  no  one  is  honed 
enough  to  fay  that  he  h;as  not  found  it,  becaufe  he 
is  afraid  of  contradiding  the  judgment  of  the  reft, 
and  of  being  accufed  of  a  want  of  tafte.  Thei^forc 
erery  oneboafts,  agamft  his  convidion,  of  a  pleafure 
be  fids  not  enjoy cjd,  or  only  in  a  low  degree ;  and  by 
thefe  means  alone  are  moft  kinds  of  diffipation  and 
amufements  fupported  in  the  unmerited  reputation 
which  prejudice,  mifreprefentation,  and  a  faHe  fhame 
have  conferred  \^n  them. 

Another  rule  of  conduft  is  this : — Often  and  feri- 
oufly  refleft  on  the  inelKmable  value  of  time,  and 
the  extreme  velocity  of.  it*  How  much  I  pity  the 
man  who  is  fiDr  ever  in  fearch  of  frefh  means  of  paf- 
tune !  Time  alas  flies  fuflGtciently  fwift  j  H  admits  of 
no  detention.  And  yet  you  want  to  drivct  it  on ! 
you  want  to  give  it  fleeter  wings  !  Will  you  hold 
the  fame  opinion  by  and  by,  and  how  fdon  may  not 
that  happen,  when  the  fhort  fpace  that  is  granted  you 
draws  near  to  its  end ;  when  you  have  no  kmger  to 
reckon  by  years  and  months,  but  muft  count  by  days 
and  hours  ?  Will  you  think  thus,  when  you  are 
firft  to  give  an  account  to  yourfelf  and  dien  to  the 
judge  of  the  worid,  of  your  employment  of  this 
time  ?  Woe  to  him,  ivho,  on  ftriking  the  balance 
of  his  reckoning,  finds  that  he  has  not  onfy'beftowed 
fome  of  it  at  times  on  his  neceflary  recreatkm ;  but 
has  often  daily  laviflied  away  large  porticms  of  his 

time 
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time  in  woithlds  impertinmnes,  and  *therd>y  neg- 
ieftcd  the  opportunity  of  laying  up  a  treafure  in  hea- 
ven !  I  nmft  Ipeak  ftill  plainer.^  Woe  to  fcimwho 
finds  on  his  dpath-bed,  that^he  ha^  pafled  almoft 
every  evening  X)f  hirflioit  life,  that4s,  almoft  all  the 
time  his  bufinefe  left  him  free,  in  idle  companies,  in 
unprofitable^  and  often  finfiil  converfe,in  play,  or  in 
any  other  foitering  mariner,  derogatory  to  the  dig 
nity  of  the  man  and  the  chrifHan  i  What  reproaches 
will  he  not  then  make  himfelf !  How.  much  will  he 
deplore  bk  murdered  time !  How  ardently,  but  how 
vainly,  will  he  wifh  that  he  had  employed  the  greater 
part  at  kaft  of  his  leifure  on  weightier  matters,  in 
the  improvement  of  his  knowledge,  in  the  praflice 
of  virtue  and  piety,  in  preparation  fiw  his  life  to 
come ! 

A  tWrd  ruk  of  conduft  is  this :  —  Of  all  dlffipa-: 
tions  and  diverfions,  chufe  out  fuch  as  are  moft  in- 
nocait  and  ufeful.  I  have  not  the  leaft  intention  to 
forlnd  you  amufement  in  general,  or  fodal  amuf^- 
ment  in  particular.  God  and  religion  require  not 
this.  Eiut  they  will  have  us  to  make  a  prudent  fc- 
leS:ion  from  among  the  various  kinds  of  pleafiu'es. 
we  may  enjoy*  And  herein  allow  me  to  give  you 
fbme  fuggeftions.  The  pleafures  of  domeftic  life ; 
the  pleafure  which  tender  and  rational  pajents  find 
in  ccmverfing  with  their  children,  m  forming  th&jt 
minds  and  hearts,  and  even  in  iharing  in  their  inno- 
cent amufements  and  fports  j  intercourfe  with  a  few 
h^neft  and  upright  friends,  where,  free  from  reftraint 

.  or 
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or  referVe,  we  taiay  bold  profitable  aiid  agreeable  con-* 

ya'fe,  where  we  need  iiot  dare  if  our  ignorance  or 

our  weiknefs  a^pear^  and  may  fhew  purfelv^  in  our 

real  difpofidon^  ttrhere  none  will  reproach  us  even 

if  our  (fifcourfe  ihould  be  dull }  the  perufal  of  fuch 

books  as  require  no  great  exertlofi  of  inind^  vi^ich 

have  but  little  relation  to  our  ordit^oy'  dfiairs,  and 

may  enrich  us  with  oiany  different  kinds  of  knbw-^ 

ledge^  or  ftrertgthen  us  in  our  g'eiierous  and  virtuous 

'  notions  ;  the  contemplation  of  nature,  the  mild  and 

filent  fentiment  of  its  beailties,  which  we  (hire  with 

our  fnends,  and  in  fliaring  elevate ;  what  pleafures 

arie  thefe  1  How  pure,  how  innocent,^  how  diverfiiied^ 

how  fitted  to  procure  agreeable  recreation  to  the 

Bund  and  new  vigour  to  the  body !     Learn  to  un- 

derftand  and  to  enjoy  thefe  pleafures,  and  you  will 

want  no  admonition  againft  the  abufe  of  the  reft,    I 

will^  howeyer>  jiiift,  propofe  to  you  one  ftiU  noUer 

kind  of  recreation.     Vifit,  at  times,  the  forlorn^  the 

poor,  the  indigent,  the  widow  and  the  orphan;  nQt 

ft)r  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying  your  curiofity ;    but  go 

to  them  with  good  advice  and  fubftantial  fuccoura. 

Miftake  not  this  for  a  melancholy  recreation.     It  af- 

fijrds  to  a  generous  and  humane  heart,  indeed  not 

in  all,  but  in  moft  cafes,  far  more  pleafure  than  dif^ 

^eafure  ;  and  the  recoUeftioh  of  the  good  we  have 

done  by  it,  of  the  comfort  and  joy  we  have  thus  dif- 

penfed  abroad,  will  become  a  permanent  fource  of 

the  moft  agreeable  emotions. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  be  jealous  of  your  real  freedom.  Let  no- 
thing make  you  flaves.  No  fort  of  diflipation  and 
amufement  Ihould  ever  become  fo  neceflary  to  yoy, 
that  you  cannot  forego  it  without  uneafinefs  and  pain. 
You  cannot  tell  but  that  your  circumftances  may  fo 
alter  that  you  muft  abfolutely  give  it  up.  The  wife 
man,  the  chriftian,  makes  himfelf  ready  for  all  events  j 
and  on  that  very  account  is  his  happinefs  the  fureft, 
and  bis  J>leafUre  fubjeft  to  the  feweft  alterations! 
Oh  ftrive  to  be  fuch  wife  men,  fuch  chriftians* 
Strive  after  the  approbation  of  God  and  your  con- 
fdence,  as  after  the  pureft  and  richeft  fource  of  re- 
frefliment  and  peace.  Confider  duty  and  pleafure 
not  as  wholly  different  and  conflicting  things ;  but 
£eek  and  expcSt  true  pleafiire  chiefly  from  the  delight 
and  fiddity  wherewith  you  fiilfil  your  duty.  Regard 
yourfislves  conitantly  as  ftrangers  and  fojoumers  m 
this  world,^md  efteem  and  treat  at  all  times  the  pre* 
fent  according  to  the  conneSion  in  which  it  ftands 
witti  the  futnrie.  This,  and  this  alone,  will  render 
^ou  wife,  delighted  and  happy. 
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/^.GOD,  eternaly  incxhataiKbb  fomitadra  erf  1^ 
^^  and  fasqi^hieSr^  life  and  hsqjpineft  incgffittdy 
flow,  from  thee  (m  ail  diy  creatures  in  heavea  and 
en  earth ;  and  we^  thyJchildreii^  &}lc«mfiimly  en** 
dowed  inii  fmuired;  children,  we  expeft  cveria^tti^ 
Ufe  and  everhdHng.  happin^s  £x>m  ibee1^^  jQf  ilm 
thou  thyfelf  haft  certified,  us  by  tbf  foh  Jefiis.'  ;0f 
this  thou  haft  thyfelf  given  us  the  moft  infallible  tef- 
timony  by  his  refurreOion  fi-om  the  dead.  And  in 
the  fentiment  of  it  we  rejoice  together  this  day  in 
thy  prefence;  yes,  in  this  will  we  rejoice  before 
thee  forever.  *  Oh  praifed^  ever  praifed  be  thy 
glorious  goodnefs,  by  which  we  are  bom  again  to 
this  lively  hope,  which  has  given  us  fuch  grdunds 
for  confolation  and  joy,  and  opened  to  us  fuch  pro^ 
fpeds  in  a  life  to  come  1    O  God^  what  foludons 

haft 
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kaft  thou  not  thus  givdn  tas}  What  light  haft  thou 
not  fhed  upon  our  path  of  life  and  upon  all  that  be-* 
falls  us !  What  energy  haft  thou  not  granted  us  to 
goodnefs,  what  comfort  in  afflidions,  what  aflurai^ce 
in  death !  How  confidently  and  chearfuUy  may  we 
not  now  meditate  on  thee,  our  creator  and  fath«r> 
our  lord  and  rewarder !  How  eafily  bear  all  the 
troubles  of  life !  How  refolutely  accomplifli  every 
duty  gf  it  J  How  ferenely  fee  its  end  approaching  I 
How  affuredly  cxped  the  wages  of  righteoufnefs  and 
fidelity  at  thy  hand !  Yes,  we  are  happy  as  men, 
and  far  happier  as  chriftians ;  and  that  which  we  at 
prefent  are,  is  only  a  noviciate,  only  a  foretafte,  only 
a  prelkninary  to  that  which  we  (hall  be  hereafttt! 
Oh  then  that  the  confcioufnefs  of  our  high  appoint- 
ment, the  fentimerit  of  our  prefent  and  future  happi- 
nefs,  and  joy  in  thy  fatherly  grace  ever  animated 
our  hearts,  attended  us  every  where,  and  rendered 
our  whole  lives  an  inceflant  fong  of  praife  for  thy 
loving-kindnefs !  No,  far,  fiaur  be  all  difcontent  and 
murmurs,  all  anxious  cares,  from  us  whom  thou 
haft  s^pointed  to  an  everlafting  life !  Far,  far  be  it 
from  us  to  be  flothful  and  weary  in  well-doing,  or 
ever  to  ftand  flill  on  the  way  of  virtue,  while  thou 
alloweft  us  to  hope  for  everlafting  rewards!  No, 
to  walk  uprightly  and  chearfuUy  before  thee,  readily 
to  be  and  to  do  and  to  fuffer^  whatever  in  purfuance 
of  thy  will  we  ought  here  to  be  and  to  do  and  to 
fuffer;  and  to  render  ourfelves  conflantly  more  fuf- 
ceptible  aqd  worthy  of  the  blefied  immortality  :  let 
rouh  H«  this 
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this  be  the  mark  after  which  we  (hall  ever  ftrire 
and  ever  be  approaching  nearer.  To  the  promotion 
df  thefe  aims  biefs  the  meditations  and  the  religious 
exercifes  that  are  now  to  employ  us,  and  accept 
our  prayers  through  Jefiis  Chrift,  in  whofe  name  we 
farther  addrefe  thee,  faying :     Our  father,  &c 


JOHN  xi.  25,  26. 

I  am  die  refurtt6tion  and  iHe  life:  he  that  beUevetb  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live ;  amd  whofocvcr  liveti 
and  believeth  in  me,  fhaQ  never  die. 


nPHE  fentiment  of  our  inunortality  is  unqueftionf 
-*•  ably  the  moll  bleffed  of  all  fentiments :  the 
hope  of  a  better  and  everlafting  life,  the  fubliifteft 
hope  of  which  our  nature  is  fufceptible.  And  when, 
ihy  pious  hearers,  fhould  this  fentiment  more  expand 
our  hearts,  when  this  hope  more  rejoice  and  com- 
fort us,  than  on  fuch  days  as  this  ?  Is  not  the  fcfti- 
Tal  of  the  refurre^Uon  of  Jefus  from  the  dead  the 
feftival  of  our  immortality  ?  Is  not  his  h^vcnly, 
his  divine  life  a  pledge  of  our  filtiu'e  fuperior  life, 
our  everlaftii^  felicity  ?  Is  not  the  refufcitation  of 
our  bodies  indiffolubly  conneded  with  the  refufcita- 
tion of  his  body  ?    Do  not  his  exaltation  and  glory 

certify 
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certify  us  of  the  ftate  of  retribution  that  awaits  ut 
hea-eafter  ?     Yes,  Chrift  lias  brought  life  and  unde*  ^ 
caying  exiftence  to  light  through  his  gofpel !  he  has 
deprived  death  C'5  its  terrors,  and  the  grave  of  iti 
difmaying  afpeft.     He  has  put  out  of  doubt  the  ini* 
portant  dodrine  of  our  impiortality  and  of  our  fu* 
ture  ftate  of  retribution }  it  is  now  no  longer  the 
bare  wiih  of  the  unhappy  or  the  dying ;  no  longer  t 
difficult,  perplexing  problem  in  the  fchools  of  the 
learned ;    no  longer  a  faint  conjefture  of  the  wife  t 
but^  a  demonftrated  truth,  confirtned  by  divine  au* 
thprity  J  an  eflential  part  of  the  knowledge  and  be- 
lief of  many  millions  of  perfons;  a  truth  that  is  in^ 
feparably  connefted  with  the  chriftian's  whole  fyftem 
of  thought  and  reflection,  which  is  become  a  pria^ 
ciple  of  his-underftanding  and  a  predominant  feeling 
of  his  heart,  which  may  indeed  be  fliaken  and  ob- 
fcured,  but  can  never  be  entirely  extinguiflied  or 
rendered  totally  impotent,  and  from  which  the  un- 
learned as  well  as  the  learned,  the  moft  confined  as 
well  as  the  moft  liberal  thinker^  may  to  the  full 
draw  wifdom,  virtue,  confolsdon  and  blifs.     Oh, 
my  dear  brethren,  if  we,  if  the  world  ware  indebted 
to  the  rifen  Jefus  for  nothing  -more  than  Ais  belief 
and  this  hope,  how  could  we,  how  could  the  world 
.ever  swfequately  thank  him  for  it  ?    But  do  we  un- 
derftand  and  fed  likewife  the  entfa-e  value  of  this 
benefit  ?  Are  we  fenfible  how  happy  we  are  become 
l)y4t  ?  or  may  perfiaps  the  long  pofleffion  and  en- 
joymettt  of  this  benefit  conceal  from  us  a  part  of  its 
H  H  2     .  value  J 
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value  ?  Well  then  let  us  devote  an  hour  in  hritiffng 
to  mind  the  gteatnefs  of  it,  and  thus  endeavour  to 
awaken  our  hearts  to  grateful  joy*  We  will  confi* 
der  the  weight  of  the  doftrine  of  our  immortajity 
and  of  a  future  ftate  of  retribution.  This  will  be 
rendered  ineftimable  to  us  by  the  affurance  of  our 
Saviour  in  the  text :  **  I  am  the^refurreaion  and  the 
life :  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  ftiall  he  live;  and  whofoever  liveth  and  believeth 
in  me,  fhall  never  die*** 

The  doSrine  of  our  immortality  and  of  a  future 
ftate  of  retribution  is  important  to  our  mind ;  im- 
portant to  our  heart ;  important  in  regard  to  our 
conduft ;  important  in  tfie  enjoyment  of  fatisfa£dcm 
and  pleafure ;  important  under  the  preflure  of  afflic- 
tions ;  important  in  the  hour  of  deaths  Six  parti- 
culars which  we  now  propofe  fomewhat  circumftan- 
tiaUy  to  inveftigate. 

How  important  is  not  this  doftrine  to  our  mind ! 
What  difficulties,  what.myfteries  does  it  notfblvel 
What  obfcurities  does  it  not  difpel  by  its  light! 
What  a  fafe  clue  through  all  the  mazes  of  divine 
difpenfations  and  human  fortunes  does  it  not  afford 
us !  Is  man  entirely  dufl ;  is  his  fpirit  as  well  as  his 
body  deftroyed  in  death ;  has  he  nothing  to  hope 
for  after  it :  how  fhall,  I  explain  what-  happens  in  the 
world^  what  befalls  mankind,  what  occurs  to  my- 
felf  ?  Wherefore  thofe  diverfified,  copious  and  cx- 
tenfive  arrangements  that  I  difcover  in  the  natural 
and  moral  world  for  the  prefervation,  for  the  im- 
provement. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  OUR  IMMORTALITY,      469 

provement,  for  the  perfeflion  of  mankind,  if  they 
be  to  live  only  a  few  years  or  a  few  days  on  earth, 
and  then  ceafe  to  be?  Wherefore  the  great  and. 
magnificently  promifing  difpofitions,  capacities  and 
powers  that  lie  concealed  in  man,  and  which  are  fo 
frequently  not  at  all,  and  never  entirely  unfolded,  if 
he  be  ordained  for  this  terreftrial  life  alone?  Where-  , 
fore  all  the  wants,  all  the  trials  and  affli^ons,  -  all 
the  chaftifcments  by  which  heis  obliged  fo  painfully 
to  learn  to  think  and  live,  if  both  thought  and  life 
are  utterly  to  ceafe,  before  he  has  finiflied  thefe' 
ftudiefi?  Wherefore  the  anxious  folicitude  about 
hereafter,  the.  longing  looks  into  futurity,  which  ac- 
company him  at  every  turn,  and  fo  oft  prevent  him 
from  enjoying  the  prefent,  if  there  were  no  futurity 
for  him  ?  How  myfterious  would  not  his  condition 
be,  how  incomprehenfible  his  deftination! — And 
when  I  fee  one  nation  highly  favoured,  and  another 
neglefted; -there  radiant  light,  here  thick  darknefs^ 
there- ^happinefs,  here  mifery,  there  liberty,  here 
llavery  and  bondage  prevail ;  when  I  percpive  my- 
riads of  human  beings  cut  off  in  their  childhood  and 
youth,  fo  many  fuffering  what  they  have  not  de- 
ferved,  fo  many  never  rejoicing  in  their  life ;  when 
I  fae  fo  many  wife  and  virtuous  perfons  perfecuted 
and  opprcffed,  fo  many  £)ols,  fo  maiiy  tyrants  and 
profligates  profperous  and  honoured,  fo  many  great 
and  generous  aftions  unrewarded,  fo  many  crimes 
unpunifhed :  how  can  I  reconcile  all  this  with  the 
wfdpm  and  goodnefs  and  impartiality  of  the  ruler 
H  H  3  of 
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of  the  world ;  how  can  I  believe  his  exiftcncc  5  or 
think  him  the  moft  perfeft  being,  unlefs  another 
life,  unlefs  a  ftate  of  retribution  awaits  us  ? 

But  now,  my  dear  brethren,  that  we  are  affured 
of  this  other  life,  thi*  ftate  -of  retribution  by  Jefus, 
how  is  not  every  thing  unravelled  1  What  light  is 
not  now  diffufed  over  all  thefe  difficulties  !  Now  no 
arrangements  of  Cod  are  too  great  and  too  coftly 
for  rendering  tnan  fit  for  his  exalted,  everlafting  ap- 
pointmerit.  Now  there  is  no  difpofition,  no  capa- 
city, no  power  in  us,  that  will  not  be  fooner  or 
later,  here  or  there  expanded  *  and  put  into  adion. 
Now  no  difcipline  is  too  ftrift,  no  chaftifement  too 
harih,  no  a01i£tion  too  fevere,  for  preparing  the  hu- 
man bemg  for  his  higher  perfeftion  and  happinefs. 
Now  he  learns  nothing  in  vain }  renders  himfelf  expert 
in  nothing  to  no  purpofe ;  acquires-no  good  quality, 
which  he  may  not  hereafter  employ  for  ever.  Now 
lie  has  reafon  to  provide  more  for  the  future  than 
|br  the  prefent,  to  live  more  in  the  future  than  in 
the  prefent ;  fmce  that  is  infinitely  more  important  to 
him  than  this.  Now  he  need  not  be  furprifed  at 
the  unequal  diftribution  of  the  bounties  and  favours 
0f  God,  between  nation  and  nation,  between  one 
man  and  another.  They  ftand  all  on  the  firft  ftage 
df  their  exiftence,  and  eternity  is  rich,  is  inexhauf- 
tible  ifi  m^ans  to  make  them  amends ;  every  one 
will  fooner  or  later  attain  to  his  appointment.  Now 
we  need  not  doubt  of  the  wifdbm  and  goodn^s  ci 
-the  ways  of  divine  proyidence  j  fince  they  extend  far 
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beyoRd  the  boundaries  of  this  life,  and  futurity  will 
fliew  them  to  us  as  all.  irreproachable.  Now  we 
may  fee  without  being  perplexed  fo  many  bloffoms 
of  human  life  and  human  virtue  wither,  and  fo 
many  charming  fruits  drop  off  before  they  attaii^ 
maturity;  they  will  bloom  again  and  bear  nobler 
fruit  in  a  future  life.  Now  we  may  fee,  without 
naAirmuring,  the  innocent,  the  upright  fuffer,  and 
profligates  and  tyrants  triumph ;  the  forro^ys  of  the 
former  vnll  hereafter  be  turned  into  joy,  and  the 
triumph  of  the  latter  into  Ihame  and  confufion. 
Now  no  good  a^  goes  unrewarded;  no  crin]ie  un* 
puniflied.  Darknefs  will  hereafter  give  way  to  light ; 
every  difficulty  be  removed;  every  knot  untied j 
and  whatever  at  prefeht  may  look  like  diforder, 
confufion,  injuftice,  wjil  be  manifeft  to  us  as  pre* 
paration  and  means  to  the  moft  beautiful  order,  to 
the  completeft  harmony.  And  what  an  important, 
confoling  dodrine  is  riot  this  to  our  mind !  How 
muft  it  not  facilitate  and  reftify  i^  thoughts  and  its 
judgments !  From  how  many  miftakes  fecure  it ! 
How  fafely  lead  it  to  the  knowledge  of  truth ! 

The  dodrine  of  our  immortality  and  a  future 
ftate  of  retribution  is  highly  important  to  our  heart, 
How  pants  not  our  heaot,  the  heart  of  every 
thoughtful,  every  fendmental  peffon,  how  pants  it 
not  after  immortcdity !  With  wJiat  horrpr  does  it 
not  ftart  at  the  thought  of  totar  annihilation !  And 
what  goods,  what  enjoyment^  of  this  terreftrial  life  . 
»re  commenfyrate  with  the  defire^,  with  th^  ^jara- 
ILH  4  tions 
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tions  of  our  h^att  ?  What  can  completely  and  for 
•ever  fatisfy  it?  What  fecret  uneafinefs  frequently 
accompanies  the  fulleft  enjoyment  of  it !  What  ftill 
greater,  purer,  more  iailing  joys  and  bleffings  does 
not  our  heart  defire  and  long  for !  Of  what  com- 
prehenfive,  ardent,  aSive  love  towards  God  and 
man  does  it  not  feel  itfelf  fufceptible!  And  How 
often  are  not  its  nobleft  feelings,  its  moll  bleffed 
emotions  weakened,  fuppre^flfed  or  even  aSually 
changed  into  fources  of  pain  and  trouble  by  the 
limitations  of  our  prefent  ftate,  by  our  connexions 
with  outward  things ! 

And  muft  not  our  heart' rife  and  expand  with  the 
certain  hope  of  immortality?  Are  we  immbrtal: 
what  defires,  what  prcfenriments,  what  expedations 
arc  now  too  bold?  What  difi)ofitions,  what  capa- 
cities, what  generous  afpirations  can  we  have  that 
will  not  be  unfolded,  not  be  employed,  not  be  gra-» 
tified?  Where  is  the  feeling,  fentimental  foul  which 
in  that  better  world  will  not  find  the  pureft,  nobleft 
nourifhment  for  its  virtuous  Yenfibility ;  where' the 
zealous,  cordial  friend  6f  God  and  man,  who  there 
will  not  be  animated^  inflamed  with  the  moil  exalted 
love?  And  what  hvunan  fenfibility  is  capadous 
enough,  entirely  to  contain  the  tranfports  of  that 
fuperidr  ftate  ?  Tranfports.  that  neither  difguft  nor 
langbor  weaken ;  that  no  paiii,  no  trouble  embitter  } 
which  no  opprefldve  fatiet^,  but  calm  and  chearfid 
fatis&dion  attends.  No,  be  cahn,  be  joyful,  my 
heart,  in  thy  ftrivings  after  duration,  aft^  higher 

felicity  I 
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Jfeiicity !  Thou  panteft  not  in  vain  after  immortality; 
thou  longeft  not  for  nought  after  higher  pofleffions, 
after  purer  joys !  Thou  wilt  attain  thy  objefl:,  be  it 
as  exalted  as  it  may.  Thou  wilt  entirely  feel  and^ 
enjoy,  what  at  prefent  thou  only  conceiveft  to  be 
poffible  and  defirable. 

And  what  a  ravJfliing  fentiment  of  our  nobility 
and  our  dignity  muft  not  the  thought  of  our  im- 
mortality filed  into  our  heart !  What  an  influence 
muft  it  not  have  on  the  judgment  we  pafe  on  our- 
felvcs,  on  the  reverence  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  on  our 
whole  temper  and  frame  of  mind !  To  feel  our- 
felves  immortal,  implies  to  feel  ourfelves  great  and 
noble;  capable  of  doing  and  enjoying  all. that  is 
beautifiil  and  good  and  excellent ;  capable  of  pro- 
ceeding fi-om  one  degree  of  perfedHon  to  another, 
and  of  becoming  ever  wifer,.  ever  better,  ever  hap- 
pier from  eternity  to  ,eternity.  O  exalted,  blilsfiil 
fentiment,  take  entire  poffeflion  of  our  hearts,  fhut 
all  their  avenues  to  every  groveling  thought,  every 
fordid  appetite;  and  penetrate  and  fill  them  with 
thoughts,  with  feelings  and  afpirations  that  are  wor- 
thy of  thee! 

"  I^w  important  therefore^  thirdly,  muft  not  the 
.doftrine  of  immortality  and  the  future  ftate  of  retri- 
bution be  in  regard  to  our  virtue;  how  important 
in  all  temptations  to  floth  and  tp  j5n !  How  often 
vdll  not  thet  virtue  faint  whofe  profpefts  and  hopes 
are  bounded  by  this  fhort  and  uncertain  life,  whofe 
^iiits  jpauft  f  erilh  in  the  grav^ !    How  gfteix  decline 
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Ae  conteft  with  lufts  and  paflions,  or  fink  under  their 
attacks,  fince  the  prize  of  viftory  is  fo  tranfient, 
and  to-day  or  to-morrow,  with  the  vidor  himfelf, 
muft  moulder  in  the  dull !  And  how  fliould  the 
man,  to  whom  futurity  affords  nothing  to  fear  and 
nothing  to  hope,  refill  the  temptations  to  fin  and  to 
fjoth  in  goodnefs,  when  he  can  commit  the  wicked 
aft  to  which  he  is  tempted  in  fecret,  when  he  can 
indulge  the  finful  lull  that  allures  him  without  de- 
triment and  without  difgrace,  and  when  he  cannot 
perform  the  good  deed  without  lofs,  without  trouble 
and  fatigue,  without  expofing  himfelf  to  danger? 
What  fli^l  give  him  ftrength  and  courage  to  facrificc 
his  property,  his  pleafures,  his  vigour,  even  his  life 
to  duty,  or  to  the  benefit  of  his  brethren,  if  he  have 
i|o  compenfation  to  expeft  for  thefe  facrifices,  and 
muft  lofe  all  with  his  life?  How  feldom  then  will 
fimbition  or  any  nobler  principles  be  able  to  fupply 
the  place  of  the  belief  ^f  our  immortality  and  future 
remuneration! 

No,  to  thee,  o  Jefus,  who,  by*  thy  rdurreftlon, 
haft  brought  me  to  believe  in  my  immortality,  and 
begotten  me  again  to  the  hope  of  an  inheritance  in* 
corruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away, 
referved  in  heaven  for  me,  to  Ae^  I  am  chiefly  in» 
debted  for.inclinarion  and  energy  to  goodnefs !  In- 
vigorated by  Ais  faith,  by  this  hope  I  can  get  the 
maftery  of  myfelf,  overcome  the  world,  be  more  than 
conqueror,  and  perfevere  unto  the  end.  Is  my  foid 
immortal ;  does  a  better,  ^  fuperio^  la&  await  me 
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after  death :  then  I  can  bfe  nothing  in  the  fervice  of 
virtue,  in  the  fervice  of  God,  Virtue  rewards  her 
Totarie*  with  advantages  and  joys,  that  neither  death 
nor  the  grave  can  ravifli  from  them ;  God  rccom- 
penfes  his  faithful  fervants  with  evcrlafting  rewards. 
No,  let  the  path  I  have  here  to  walk  be  never  fo 
fteep,  never  fo  nigged:  undeviating  and  imdifinayed 
I  will  purfue^it  even  unto  the  end ;  fince  it  leads  to 
perfeSion,  to  blifs !  Let  the  fight  I  have  to  fight, 
be  never  fo  hard :  firmly  will  I  hold  out;  fince  I  am 
fure  of  the  prize,  of  the  viftory,  and  this  prize  is 
worthy  of  the  ftruggle  \  Let  it  coft  mc  never  £b 
much  to  gain  the  maftery  over  myfelf,  tq  fubdue 
my  lufts,  to  become  v/ife  and  virtudua :  never  fhall 
I  purchafe  thefe  advantages  too  dear ;  fince  I  work 
not  for  a  few  days  or  years,  I  work  for  eternity; 
the  maftery  I  now  obtain  over  myfelf,  the  wifdom 
and  virtue  that  I  here  acquire,  I  fhall  never  lofe,  they 
will  hereafter  form  the  bafis  o£  my  greater  liberty, 
pf  my  fuparior  wifdom  and  virtue !  Let  my  duties 
be  never  fo  arduous,  require  never  fo  much  attcntioa 
' juid  exertion,  never  (o  much  renunciation  of  my  cafe 
^d  convenience ;  let  them  exhaufl  my  powers  and 
pverwhdm  me  vrith  their  burden :  never  fhall  I  re-! 
pent  my  zeal  and  my  fidelity,  never  flirink  firom  the 
tafk ;  fince  thereby  I  exercife  my  faculties,  4:hcreby 
learn  to  ufe  them  according  to  the  v^dll  of  him  who 
conferred  them  xm  me,  to  the  benefit  of  my  bre^ 
thren,  and  fo  render  myfelf  capable  of  higher  diitics^ 
pf  greater  matters  in  the  foture  world !     This  is  the 
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lime  for  fowing.  The  more  carefiiUy,  the  more 
faithfully  I  cultivate  the  field  that  is  here  allotted 
me;  the  better  the  feed  I  caft  into  it;  the  more, 
abundantly  I  fow :  fo  much  the  more  fruit  and  fo 
much  the  richer  fruits  fhall  I  reap  of  it  at  the  great 
day  of  harveft.  No,  I  will  do  good,-  and  never  be 
weary  in  well-doing ;  fince  in  due  time  I  fhall  reap 
without  ceafing. 

The  doftrine  of  our  immortality  and  of  a  better, 
fuperior  life  after  death  is,  fourliily,  important,  in 
regard  to  the  enjoyment  of  fatisfaftion  and  pleafure. 
How  gloomy,  without  this  profpeft,  would  not  the 
enjoyment  of  all,  even  the  nobleft,  pleafures  and 
fatisfadtions  be  to  the  thoughtful  man ;  and  how 
chearfuUy  and  comfortably  may  he  not  relign  him* 
felf  to  them,  when  animated  by  this  profpeft ! 

Now  I  enjoy  the  fight  of  the  fair  univerfe  of  God; 
fee  and  admire  on  all  hands  the  traces  of  his  fove* 
reign  wifdom  and  boxmty ;  find^  there  the  nobleft 
nourifhment  and  employment  for  my  imderflanding 
and  my  heart ;  difcovering  there  fources  of  know- 
ledge and  delight  that  are  inexhauftible,  and  from 
which  I  long  to  draw  for  ever.  But  muft  I  then, 
t©-day  or  to-morrow,  for  the  lafl  time  view  this 
thieatt-e  of  the  divine  glory  ?  Mufl  all  thefe  beauties 
fink  from  before  me  into  never-ending  night  ?  Muft 
my  thirft  after  knowledge  be  only  excited,  but 
never  allayed  ?  No,  I  need  not  be  afraid  of  this  ck- 
plorable  fate.  A  fuperior,  an  immortal  life  awaits 
me.    There  vnll  new  fcenes,  flill  grander  theatres 
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of  admiration  open  to  my  view;  and  I  Ihall  contem* 
plate  them  with  a  ftronger  fight,  with  fuperior 
powers  of  mind.  Eternity  is  rniboimded;  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  immenfe ;  and  my  continuance  ihall 
have  no  end.  What  does  not  this  allow  me  to 
hope! 

Now  I  enjoy  the  pleafure,  the  inveftigation  of 
truth  procures  Ine.  I  perceive  at  a  diftance  fomc 
traces,  fon^e  rays  of  it ;  am  on  the  way  to  approach 
it  nearer,  and  to  difcover  it  more  completely;  ^nd 
enjoy  by  anticipation  the  ravifhing  fight.  But, 
muft  I  then,  when  I  am  come  neareft  to  it,  for  ever 
lofe  all  hope  of  adually  attaining  to  the  knowledge  of 
it?  Be  robbed  forever  of  all  the  fruits  of  my  in- 
tenfe  reflexions,  of  my  toilfbme  rcfearches?  No, 
I  am  immortal ;  a  fuperior  life  awaits  me ;  there  I 
piall  behold  the  truth,  which  I  now  only  defcry  in 
the  dawn,  in  its  full  difplay,  fhall  pierce  into  its 
fanftuary,  ahd  fecure  to  myfelf  lits  poffeffion  for- 
ever. 

Now  I  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  beneficence.  But 
how  feldom  can  I  enjoy  it  as  I  wifh !  How  limited 
are  my  abilities  and  my  means !  What  totally  dif- 
ferent a£ts  of  beneficence  can  I  conceive,  and  wifh 
to  perform  as  my  greateft  happinefs !  And  mufl  I 
then,  when  I  have  fcarcely  tailed  this  pleafure,  and 
:  am  become  withal  more  capable  of  its  enjoyment, 
lofe  all  means  and  ability  to  it,  and  mingle  with 
fluggiih  matter,  a£ting  without  confcioulhefs  and 
defign,  without  fentimeiiit  ?    No,  I  am  immortal ; 

bene- 
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beneficence  muft  and  will  be  my  cycrlafting  employ- 
ment ;  a  ftate  awaits  me,  where  I  may  more  freely 
addia  myfelf  to  thifi  divine  propet)iity,  fatisfy  it 
more  fully,  and  fpread  far  more  joy  and  bKfe  around 
me* 

Now  I  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  generous  frietidih^ 
and  yirtuous'  love.  Never  do  I  fee  without  cordial 
delight  the  friend  of  my  heart,  and^^very  communi- 
cation of  our  perceptions,  of  our  fe^lmgs,  of  our 
forrows  and  our  joys  conneSs  us  clofer^  makes  us 
dearer  and  more  indifpcnf^ly  neccffary  to  each 
othen  And  is  this  generous  fricndihip,  this  virtu- 
ous affeflion  to  be  of  only  a  momentary  duration  j 
is  it  to  be  deftroyed  forever  in  death  ?  No,  I  am 
immortal;  a  ftate  awaits  me^  where  never-ending 
love,  the  pnreft  love,  prevails,  "Where  the  beft,  moft 
virtuous  fentimental  perfons  ai^  all  of  one  heacrt  and 
one  mind. 

Now  I  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  devotion ;  t&e  moft 
exalted  of  which  the  human  creature  is  fufceptfclc* 
My  fpirit  raifes  herfelf  to  her  creator  and  hdier,  re- 
joices in  him,  repofes  on  himj  feek  herfelf  great 
and  happy  in  the  adoration  of  him,  and  pants  after 
nearer  communion  with  him.  And  flali  I  be  be- 
reaved of  this  pleafure,  wh^i  I  am  bdft  acquainted 
with  its  value,  and  am  become  moft  capable  of  its 
completer  enjoyment?  No,  I  am  itmnoitai.  No- 
thing can  diifolve  the  indmate,  the  bleflfed  rdations 
wherein  I  ftand  towards  tq  my  creator  and  fyAm-^ 
Everiaftingly  fhaU  I  approach  nearer  to  this  moft 
.  perfea 
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perfefl:  being;  everlaftingly  draw  from  this  ine^- 
hauftible  fource  of  light  and  life  and  knowledge  and 
felicity. 

Yes,  enjoy,  o  man,  o  chriftian,  enjoy  all  the  inno- 
cent, generous  pleafures  and  delights  that  are  vouch- 
fafed  thee  in  this  mortal  ftate ;  enjoy  them  with  a 
contented,  a  chearful  heart,  and  let  not  the  enjoyment 
of  them  be  embittered  by  the  idea  of  a  'fliort  and  un- 
certain duration.  Thou  art  immortal ;  and  thy 
pleafures  and  delights  are  immortal  too.  They  arc 
the  pledges  of  purer  pleafures,  of  fuperior  delights 
that  await  thee  in  a  better  world ;  foretaftes  of  tlie 
greater,  more  lafting  blifs  which  is  there  prepared 
for  thee ! 

If  the  doftrine  of  our  immortality  and  of  a  future 
ftate  of  retribution  be  important  in  refpeft  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  pleafures  and  fatisfaftions  of  this  life, 
it  is  of  no  lefs  importance  in  refpeft  to  the  affliftions 
and  forrows  that  befall  us  in  it.  And  indeed,  my 
dear  brethren,  what  fhould  comfort  a  man  in  the  va- 
rious difappointments  and  fufferings  of  this  life, 
what  fhould  teach  him  to  bear  them  with  patience 
and  fortitude,  if  he  had  not  a  better  futurity  to  ex- 
peGt  ?  Were  he  to  fufffer  without  objefl:,  without 
utility,  and  at  laft  fmk  under  his  fufferings  and  expire 
for  ever  ?  Were  his  fufferings  an  ultimate  end,  and 
hort  means  to  a  higher  end  ?  By  this  fuppofition  the 
entire  weight  of  afHiQion  lies  on  him ;  he  is  tor- 
tured by  the  recoUedUon  of  the  paft,  by  the  fentiment 
of  the  prefent,  and  the  dread  of  approaching  fuffer- 

ings- 
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ings.  Thus  he  coiild  never  truly  enjoy  his  life. 
Each  difafter  that  befalls  him  is  real,  permanent  mi& 
fortune ;  every  lofs  he  meets  with  is  to  him  irrepar* 
^le ;  every  pain  that  corrodes  him  tends  folely  to 
dcftruftion  and  diflblution.  The  cup  of  forrow  that 
is  prefented  to  him  is  bitter ;  and  no  drop  of  comfort 
alleviates  its  bittemefs.  It  is  not  wholefome  medi- 
cine, it  is  not  health  and  life ;  it  is  pure  pain  and 
torment  that  he  drinks  out  of  it.  He  fuffers  for  no 
purpofe  but  to  fuffer;  is  fick,  to  no  purpofe  but  to 
languifli  imder  the  burden  of  a  withered  and  emaci- 
ated body ;  is  poor  and  indigent,  only  to  bear  the 
load  of  poverty  and  indigence ;  meets  a  conftant 
fucceffion  of  obftacles  and  difficulties  on  his  way, 
only  to  purfue  it  with  cares  and  trouble ;  is  wretch- 
ed, only  to  be  plunged  in  jni^ry ;  dies,  only  to  re- 
main in  death!  How  muft  liot  then  his  fuflferings 
opprefs  him,  and  how  eafily,  how  foon  will  they  ndt 
entirely  overwhelm  him ! 

But  what  a  totally  different  afpefl:  do  they  not  af- 
fume^  wh^n  we  are  animated  by  the  hope  of  immor- 
tality and  a  future  ftate  of  retribution !  Now  our 
affliOions  are  not  ultimate  ends,  but  only  mean&^to 
fuperior  ends.  Now  we  fyffer,  not  for  the  purpofe 
of  fuffering,  but,  by  being  exercifed  in  fufferings^  to 
be  corredled,  ai^  rendered  capable  of  greater  perfec- 
tion. Now  nb  calamity  overtakes  us,  that  will  ndt 
hereafter  be  to  us  a  fburce  of  bleffing ;  no  misfortune 
that  will  not  promote ''our  benefit ;  no  pain  that  viU 
pot  be  attended  by  joy.  Now  we  l<rfe  nothing  for 
3t  whi^ 
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which  we  may  not  hope  for  compenfation  or  amends^ 
Now  every  path  of  life,  which  God  calk  us  to  pur- 
fu^,  however  dark  and  rugged  it  may  be,  may  and 
will  condiid  to  ha^pinefs.  Now  no  oppofition,  no 
danger,  no  abortive  ekpe£hitions,  no  impediments 
and  difficulties  need  furprife  and  affright  us :  fmce 
all  this  is  confiftent  with  the  ftate  of  difcipline  and 
^Kercife  in  Which  we  live  j  and  all  this  brings  us 
nearer  to  oiir  high  deftination.  Now  every  affiOioii 
is  fweetened  and  alleviated  by  bur  pjrofpedts  in  the 
better  world;  We 'may  now  even  glory  in  tribula-^ 
vtions';  confider  and  revere  them  as  means  to  our 
perfedion ;  give  thaliks  for  them  as  btoeiits  to  our 
heavenly  father,  and,  from  inward  convidion,  fay 
with  the  poftle :  *^  The  fufferings  of  this  prefent  time 
kre  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that 
j[hall  be  revealed  in  us  !*^  **  If  we  fuffa-  with  Jefus 
we  ihall  alfo  reign  with  him :  if  we  be  dead  with 
him,  we  (hall  alfo  live  with  him  V* 

And  when  at  length  the  hour  of  death  draws 
iiigh— and  how  foon,  how  unexpeSedly  may  it  not 
come  on !  -^  When  therefore^  the  hour  of  death 
draws  nigh,  how  important  muft  not  then  the  doc-* 
trine  of  our  immortality  and  of  a  future  ftate  of  rctriU 
imtion  be  I  To  die,  and  have  nothing  befote  us  hvdi 
iiight,  impenetrable,  unterminating  night;  to  die, 
and  to  lofe  all  our  capacities,  all  our  powers,  all  our 
goods  4nd  poflelllons,  all  our.pleafures  and  comforti 
entirely  and  for  ever ;  to  die,  and  to  part  for  ever 
from  our  friends,  and  among  them  perhaps  the  faith- 
VOL.  I.  It  i^ 
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ful  partner  of  all  our  cares  and  all  our  joys ;  to  die, 
and  to  know  tl^^t  all  we  have  done  and  borne  and 
fuiFefed,  all  our  fldll  and  knowledge,  is  to  be  entirely 
fruitlefs  and  unfervjceable ;  to  die,  and  to  meet  total 
annihilation,  and. after  a  few  fhort  hours  ornioments 
to  be  no  more,  and  with  all  our  hopes  and  profpefts 
to  become  a  prey  to  the  grave :  what  a  dolefol,  hor- 
tible  ftafe  for  a  man  who  is  ever  fo  little  capable  of 
thought  and  fentiment ! 

'Oh  happy  we,  my  dear  brethren,  happy  we,  that 
Jefus,  by  his  refurredlion  has  deprived  death  of  this 
tremendous  afpeft,  that  he*  has  unveiled  futurity  to 
tis,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  {  Yes, 
it  isr  the  lofty,  the  divine  faith  of  the  chriftian,  the 
belief  in  immortality,  and  a  better  everlafting  life, 
that  darts  light  into  darknefs,  that  brightens  and 
cbears  to  ]U^  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death  j  that 
infpires  us  V^ith  confolation  and  hope  and  confidence, 
when  we  are  abandoned  by  every  other  comfort  and 
^very  hope  feems  folly.  I^ortified  by  thee,  o  holy 
faith,  we  may  refolutely  meet  this  formidable  adver- 
fary,  may  boldly  encounter  and  conquer  all  his  ter- 
^rors,  and  have  nothing  to  fear  ftx)m  his  threats.  Wc 
hear  our  Saviour,  the  vanquiftier  of  death  and  the 
grave,  ealling  to  us*:  —  "  I  am  the  refurredion  zni 
the  life:  he^liat  belie veth  in  me,  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  (hall  he  live ;  and  he  that  liveth  and  be- 
lieveth  in  me  fhair  never  die."  *  Death  therefore  is 
xibt  in  reality  what  it  appears  to  be ;  not  annihifo- 
tion,  -not  the  end  oiF  my  exiftence,  not  the  termina- 

tioa 
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(ion  ojF  my  life  and  my  aftivity,^  r^bt  the  irreparable 
lofs  of  all  that  I  am  and  hstve  and  c^n  do.  IS'o,  it  i^ 
only  a  trUnsformation,  only  the  tranfition  into  a  fu- 
perior  ftate,  oiily  the  paffage  to  greater  perfeflioti 
and  happinefs.  l^o^  only  my'  earthly  tabernacle 
crumbles  into  duft ;  my  fpirit  returns  to  its  creator 
and  father,  and  expefts  life  and  blifs  in  communioii 
\<rith  him.  '  No,  the  night  that  furrounds  me  in  death 
^11  give  Way  to  an  effulgent  day  ;  the  lofs  of  what 
is  vifible  and  ti^fitory  brings  me  to  the  poffefSon 
of  what  is  invifible  and  eternal.  My  nobler  intellect 
lUal  faculties,  my  intriilfic  excellence,  death  neither 
tdll  nor  can  deftroy ;  and  rteithei-  death  nor  the 
grave  ivill  feparate  me  for  ever  from  my  friends,  th6 
beloved  of  my  heaft,  with  whotn  I  was  connected 
by  wifdom  and  virtue.  No,  1  go  to  enter  on  a  ftate^ 
whither  all  my  good  qualities  and  aftions  will  attend 
me:  where 'I  Ihall  better  employ  all  my  capacities 
and  powers ;  where  I  fhall  ever  do  atid  enjoy  n^ore 
good  ;  where  I  may  and  ftiall  ever  be  and  become, 
from  eternity  to  eternity,  more  wife,  more  virftioiiSj 
more  excellent  and  more  happy !  And  (hall  I  anxi^ 
oufly  tremble  at  the  approach  of  dclath?  Shall  1 
hefitate  to  follow  his  fummons,  fince  he  calls  me  tb 
greater  felicity?  No,  let  his  arrival  be  to  m^  thfe 
arrival  of  a  harbinger  of  peace;  his  voic€  the  voice 
of  a  friend,  conducing  me  to  my  fuperior  deftinatioft 
and  opening  to  tne  the  paffage  into  my  trtie,  my  ce- 
leftial  country  1 

III  Of 
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Of  fuch  importance,  my  pious  hearers,  is  the  doc- 
trine of  our  immortality  and  of  a  future  (late  of  rc- 
trSnition,  revealed  by  Jefus  and  ibiemnly  confirmed 
by  his  refurredUon  from  the  dead ;  of  fuch  import-^ 
ance  is  it  to  our  underflanding^  and  to  our  heart,  of 
fUch  importance  in  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure  and 
under  the  preflttre  of  afHldions,  of  fuch  importaace 
while  living  and  when  dying !  Ye  qhriftians,  who 
are  come  hither  this  day  to  fokmnize  in  the  holy 
communion  the  memorial  of  Jefus,  and  all  you  who 
confefe  his  name,  oh  be  joyful  in  chrifHanity  which 
has  brought  thefe  do&rines  to  light  and  placed  thenx 
beyond  all  doubt !  Confefs,  be  fenfible  to  its  entire^ 
value,  its  benign  inSuence  on  all  your  thoughts  and 
judgments,  views  and  Hopes.  Give  thanks  to  God, 
give  thanks  to  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  for  the  unclouded 
light  that  enlightens  you,  f6r  the  certainty  that  paci- 
fies y6ur  minds  on  the  mofl:  important  fubjedks.  Ad- 
here  firmly  to  thefe  facred  do&rines ;  ma^  your* 
felves  ever  more  and  more  acquainted  with  them; 
let  them  be  continually  prefeiit  ta  youir  mind,  let 
diem  be  your  conftant  companions  and ,  guided. 
Think,  talk,  live  uniformly  as^  perfons  who  are  at 
lured  of  their  immortality,  and  expeQ:  everlafting 
retributionsr 

Fortify  yourfelves  here  at  the  table  of  the  Lord  in* 
this  bleffed  faith,  in  thefe  pious  and  lofty  difpofitioAS^ 
Wvom  hearts  replete  with  confidence,  and  joy  oiu: 
coimtenances  fliall  fpeak  our  emotions:  We  ar^ 
immortal,  we  are  on  our  progrefs  to  a  fuperior,  a. 

better 
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better  ftate ;  as  furely  as  Jefus  lived,  fo  Jurely  fhall 
we  alfo  live,  live  through  him  and  with  him,  eter- 
nally live,  and  in  the  communion  of  his  life  be  eter- 
nally happy !  Yes,  we  are  immortal,  everlafling  re- 
tributions await  us :  this  fentiment  muft  give  more 
weight  and  dignity  to  all  that  we  are  and  do,  s^nd 
caufe  us  to  think  and  aft  more  nobly  and  more  con- 
fidently With  our  high  vocation.  We  are  immortal, 
everlafling  retributions  await  us :  this  fentiment  muft 
exclude  every  fordid  inclination  from  our  heart,  de- 
fend us  from  every  temptation  tio  fin,  and  make  us 
willing  and  accomplifhed  to  every  good  word  and 
every  generous  aft  !  We  are  immortal,  a  better,  a 
iuperior  life  awaits  us :  this  fentiment  muft  fweeten 
•every  joy  that  God  vouchfafes  us,  and  alleviate  and 
r^ender  tolerabie  every^  affliftion  he  calls  us  to  fufFerl 
We -are  jbnmortal,  a  better,  an  everlafting  life  awaits 
»s  :  accompanied  by  this  confoling  thought,  encou- 
raged by  this  glorious  profpeft,  we  will  refolutely 
pm-fue  the  path  that  Jeads  us  to  it,  regardlefs  of  its 
troubles  and  inconveniences,  andifmayed  fee  its  end 
approach ;  and  when  we  come,  to-day  or  to-morrow, 
to  ftand  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  we  will  not,  like 
the  un]?eliever,  ftart  and  tremble,  but,  looking  unto 
Jefus,  who  has  gone  before  us,  and,  relying  on  his  pro- 
mifes,  with  conifidence  and  joy  pafe  over  into  the 
better,  the  everlafting  life !     Amen. 
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The  Value  J  or  the  Importance ^  dfthe  Hope  ofabkjfed 
Immortality^  conjidered  as  the  principal  Source  of  our 
fattsfadlion  and  ferenttj  of  Mind. 


/^  GOD,  thou  greateft  a^d  beft  of  beings,  inyi. 
^^  fible  indeed  in  thine  effence  but  evident  in 
thine  effefts !  —  Thou  who  art  our  fiather  by  having 
produced  us  out  of  nothing,  and  more  efpecially  by 
having  begotten  us  again  to  the  hope  of  life  in  Chrift 
Jefus  by  his  refurreftion  from  the  d^d  —  teach  us, 
yre  implore  thee,  to  pay  all  due  reverence  to  thee, 
our  creator  and  redeeiiier.  That  we  may  conceive 
juftly,  though  imperfeftly,  of  thy  perfections,  and 
exprefs  humbly  our  fenfe  of  them.  Give  us  power 
to  tranfcribe  the  imitable  part  of  thy  nature  ijito  our 
own.  Incline  us  to  look  up  to  the  complete  patt^ 
of  thy  beloved  fon,  till  we  arrive  at  fome  feint  refem- 
blance  of  the  deity  by  afpiring  at  the  perfeftion  of 
humanity.  Give  us  the  will  to  obey  all  thy  Qom- 
mapds^  and  to  reft  fatisfied  in  all  thy  difpenfations ; 

that 
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that  we  may  with  as  much  conftancy,  chearfuhiefs  and 
alacrity  comply  with  the  defigns,  of  thy  providence  oa 
earth  as  the  purer  fpirits  do  in  heaven.  Let  us  imitate 
their  perfeftions  here,  that  we  may  be  made  partakers 
of  their  happinefs  hereafter.  —  Be  pleafed  to  ^ive  fuc- 
xefs  to  all  our  honeft  endeavours  to  acquire  the  ne-. 
ceflartes  and  conveniences,  of  this  life,  and  the  wif- 
dom  to  difcem  that  they  ought  nev^r  to  be  obtained; 
by  fuch  methods  as  are  deftruftiye  of  the  more  folid 
and  permanent  fatisfadtions  of  another.  Look  down 
with  mercy  and  compaflion  upon-  all  our  failings,: 
upon  all  our  follies:  and  give  us  too  fuch  tender 
difpofitions  of  njind,  tha,t  we  may  exert  a  ipirit  of 
humanity  and  forbearance  in  all  our  dealings  with 
our  fellow-creatures.  Teach  us,  by  an  habitual  ex- 
ercife  of  reafon,  to  difUnguifh  bgtween  the  proper 
and  perverfe  ufe  of  the  objeds  which  furround  us, 
that  our  paffions  may  be  kept  in  a  due  fubfervience 
to  the  ends  for  which  thou  haft  implanted  them. 
Suffer  us  not  to  be  lulled  into  any  finful  fecurity. 
If  the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  mercy  cannot  reach  us,  alaf  m 
us  with  the  terrors  of  thy  judgments :  break  the 
heart  that  will  not  bend  ;  and  lead  us  by  any  effort, 
however  unwelcome  or  uneafy,  through  that  myftery 
of  iniquity  which  thou  haft  permitted,  into  the  glo^ 
rious  liberty  of  thy  fons,  o  God ! — Pity,  father,  itnd; 
pardon  and  affift  our  weak  attempts  to  addrefs  thee^ 
as  we  ought.  .  Accept  this  humble  aft  of  duty  and 
obedience. '  Indulge  us  kindly  when  we  alk  aright^: 
gn4  ^ny  us  mercifully  what  we  alk  amift,  And„ 
.114  that 
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dmt  we  may  be  fure  to  afk  fuch  things  as  fhall  pl^ 
(faee^  give  us  leave  to  include  our  petitions  in  the 
name,  words,  and  as  far  as  we  are  able  in  the  fpiiit 
of  that  beloved  fon  in  whom  thou  art  well-pleafed ; 
referring  the  ifliie  of  all  otir  hopes  and  sums  ultimate- 
ly to  the  diredion  of  thy  good  pleafure  and  provir 
(dence*  Even  fp.  Lord,  it  is  fit  for  us,  weak  and 
wretched  as  we  are,  to  fubmit  all  our  defires  and 
views  to  the  guidance  of  thy  fupreme  controul,  etcTi 
nal,  everlalling  king !  enQuined  in  glory  which  can? 
not  be  approached,  invefted  with  wifdom  and  power 
which  no  arm  can  refift,  no  tongue  exprefs,  n<] 
thought  cpncdve.     Our  father,  ^c. 


I  Cor.  XV.  19, 


If  IB  thb  Uk  only  we  hatt  hope  m  Chrift,  we  are  of  aU  Ttte^ 
<'    |tto^  miferable.  - 

QUIET  and  fatisfafikion  being  two  grand  dbjeS^ 
ofourdefire^  and,  as  fo  much  pains  are  takei\ 
to  acquire  them,  it  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  that 
tre  do  not  with  greater  frequency  and  care  make 
life  of  that  principal  fource  of  true  repofe  and  fetis? 
£idion,  the  hope  of  a  bleffed  immortality.  If  you 
ftf^  your  thoughts  to  this  earth;  if  you  confine 

your 
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vour  hopes  to  jhe  fhort  moment  of  this  terreftrial 
life ;  if  you  take  this  ftate  of  difcipline  and  exercife 
for  Ae  ultknate  fcope  of  your  being ;  if  you  regard 
barely  the  prefent,  and  lofe  fight  of  the  future :  theq 
^t  is  no  wonder  if  you  perceive  diforder,  conftifion, 
smd  mifery  on  all  fides  around  you ;  it  is  no  wonder 
ttert  you  fliould  be  tormented  by  doubt  and  foHd-r 
tude,  that  you  feek  for  the  true-cahn  and  repofc  of 
your  fpirit  in  vain.  Only  foar  above  that  which  is 
yifible  and  tranfitory ;  do  but  rafie  yourfelf  in  thought 
to  the  future  world ;  make  yourfelf  acquainted  widi 
the  eternity  that  awaits  us :  and  the  greateft  part  oF^ 
the  difficulties  that  perplex  you  will  fooh  vanifii  away; 
you  will  perceive  the  wifeft  arrangement,  the  moft 
^mirable  beauty  in  the  conftitution  of  the  world 
ind  of  your  prefent  ftate ;  you  will  find  ample  caufe 
for  contentment  in  all  circumftances,  and  for  bearing 
^1  the  difficulties  of  this  life  with  firmnefs  and  refo- 
lution.  The  confider^tions  with  which  I  mean,  at 
prefent,  to  fupport  your  piety,  will,  I  hope  and  truft, 
by  the  divine  affiftance  and  bleffing,  furnifh  you  with 
more  light  and  certainty  on  this  matter. 

I  will  reprefent  to  you  the  certain  hope  of  a  bleffed* 
immortality  as  the  principal  and  pureft  fource  of  tran- 
quillity  and  fadsfaftion,  and  lay  before  your  minds 
the  ineftimable  value  of  the  dodrines  and  promifes 
the  gofpel  delivers  to  us,  with  regard  to  futurity. 
And  how  can  J  better  execute  this  dtfiga  thitfi  by 
comparing  the  dark  and  melancholy  life,  and  the 
^ifiual  end  of  a  man  \rithout  hope,  i^th  the  bright 

'^  and 
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and  chcarful  life  and  the  comfortable  end  of  a  chrif- 
tian,  who,  relying  oi;i  the  pronufes  and  believing  in 
the  refurre£tion  of  our  Saviour,  is  in  expedation  of 
^  bleffed  inunortality  ?  Let  us,  therefore,  fet  thefe 
two  claifea  of  men  againft  each  other,  and,  accom- 
pany  them  through  the  piincipal  fcenes  of  their  lives; 
yrt  fball  clearly  perceive  which  of  them  has  the  ad^ 
vantage  pf  thi?  other*  We  fhall  find,  that  even  in 
this  rcfpefit  we  have  fufficient  reafon  to  exclaim,  with 
the  apoftle  in  our  teal :  "  If  in  this  life  only  we  hav^ 
kope  in  Chrift,  we  are  of  all  men  moft  miferable." 

T9  the  man  who  knows  nothing  of  futurity,  who 
bas  no  hope  of  immortality,  all  nature  is  a  fealed 
book,  and  he  is  Ae  greateft  of  all  myfteries  to  him* 
fclf.  The  defign  of  his  exiftence  is  incomprehenfi-* 
We  to  him ;  and  of  the  purpofes  for  which  the  other 
creatures  that  furround  him  were  formed,  and  which 
fo  far  exceed  mankind  in  number,  magnitude,  and 
beauty,  he  knows  ftill  lels.  Every  thing  he  fees  and 
hears  is  to  him  an  aenigma,  to  the  folution  whereof 
he  can  find  no  key,  Reprefent  to  yourfelf.  a  philo- 
fopher,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  gofpel,  and  firom 
whom  futiuity  is  concealed,  profoundly  contemplat- 
ing the  heaven  and  the  earth  and  himfelf,  and  that 
you  hear  him  difcourfe  on  thefe  important  objefts  in 
his  cpmf6rtlefs  folitude:  what  a  doubtful,  what  a 
defultory,.  and  difmal  language  he  holds !  Methinks 
I  hear  him  exclaim,  in  a  doleful  voice.  Why  is  the 
h(Mtven  fo  beautifully  adorned,  and  to  what  end^is 
this  magnificence  which  nature  fo  prpfiifely  difplays 
4-  wherever 
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wherever  I  turn  my  view  ?  What  is  the  purpofe  of 
this  great,  this  immaife  and  ingenious  ftrufture,? 
How  gloomy,  how  painful  to  me  is  this  profpeft,  fo 
charming  in  itfelf,  lince  I,  perhaps  now  for  the  laft 
time,  enjoy  it,  and  ^t  all  events  (hall  Ihortly  be  de- 
prived of  all  fentiment  for  e^er !  Were  I  fliut  up  in 
fome  dark  and  difmal  dungeon,  had  the  day  never 
flione  upon  my  dwelling,  my  mifery  had  then  been 
tolerable : .  but  here,  like  fome  malefaftor,  I  fit  im-i 
prifoned  in  a  gorgeous  palace,  and  can  find  nothing  . 
delightful,  nothing  agreeable  in  it,  as  expedking  every 
moment  the  fummons  to  death !  —  And  what  mean 
the  faculties  J  feel  within  me  ?  How  am  I  benefited 
by  the  capacities  I  poffeft,  but  which  J  cannot  em^ 
ploy  ?  I  behold  many  beauties,  much  magnificence, 
many  aftoilifhing  efifeds  before  me.  I  am  curiou3 
to  inveftigat^  and  xmaerftand  them.  But  they  are 
all  incomprehenfible  to  me ;  it  is  too  high  for  me,  I 
cannot  attain  urito  it.  My  iibilities  fail  me,  and  the 
light  itfelf  is  darknefs  to  me.  —  It  is  true,  nature  is 
beautiful ;  fee  is  pleafant  ^d  charming ;  fb§  invite$ 
my  fenfes  to  abimdanee  of  pleafure  and  joy.  But 
why,  then,  am  I  fo  reftlefs  and  uneafy  ?  Wliy  can- 
not all  thefe  goods  and  beauties  fatisfy  my  mind  ? 
Whence  proceeds  the  want  I  feel  amidft  this  abun^' 
dance,  and  the  fentiment  of  which  fo  often  diftm^bs 
my  liveliefl  pleafure,  and  always  renders  it  income 
plete  ? ,  Why  is  my  inquifitivenefs  never  to  be  fatis- 
fied  ?  Wherefore  can  I  never  ceafe  from  wilhing  ? 
Whence  comes  the  difguft  that  fo  quickly  fucceeds 

to 
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to  enjoyment,  and  deprives  all  I  eamelHy  longed  aft 
fer,  in  a  monient,  of  its  worfh?  Has  the  creator, 
then,  called  me  out  of  nothing  for  my  punifhment  ? 
Has  he  given  me  fuch  capacities,  fuch  defires,  for  th(* 
fmgrnentation  of  my  mifery  ?  To  what  purpofe  fuch 
great  preparatives-  for  the  few  and  uncertain  hours 
<)f  life  ?  — ^  Thus  does  the  hopelefs  mortal  entangle 
himfelf  in  refleOion*  He  finds  himfelf  in  the 
fnoft  delightful  garden  5  but  it  is  ajl  a  labyrinth  to 
him,  to  him  it  lofes  every  charm  from  his  want  of  ^ 
iChxc  to  guide  him  through  it. 

Before  the  ehriftian,  pn  the  oAer  hand,  who  ex* 
pefts  immortality  and  an  everljifHng  life  to  come,  all 
fliefe  (iBfSculties  vanifli  away.  He  fees  that  it  is  a 
wife  and  bountiful  God,  who  has  placed  him  bn  the 
globe  of  the  earth.  He  difcovers  the  principal  fcope 
of  things,  and  fets  his  mind  at  reft.  The  hope  of 
futurity  gives  every  thmg,  beautiful  and  great,  he  fees 
in  the  world,  a  heightened  colour  and  a  new  difplay. 
The  view  of  the  bpundlefs  creation,  that  utterly  per. 
|)le;4ed  and  confounded  yonder  unhappy  being,  inr 
fpires  the  chriftian  with  admiration,  and  leads  him  to 
iadore  the  Moft  High  in  fcrenity  and  fatisfaftion.  In 
k  facred  tranfport  he  exclaims,  with  the  Pfalmift  :— 
^^  Lord,  how  glorious  are  thy  works!  in  wtfdom 
haft  thou  made  them  all ;  the  earth  is  full  of  thy 
riches  V*  Here  I  perceive  eternal  woric :  here  I  find 
jhaterials  for  inceflant  difcovery ;  hetft  1  fee  fources 
pf  knowledge  and  joy,  T^entre  rational  beings  may 
draw  for  ever,  without  any  fear  of  their  failing. 

How 
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How  gloomy  to  me  would  be  the  coittemplatioa  of 
beautiful  nature,  how  fed  the  fentiment  of  my  powr 
ers,  tow  troublefome  my  curiofity,  how  fertile  in 
V€:^tion  my^infinite  defires,  if  I  had  to  dread,  in  9: 
few  moments,  the  utter  extinftion  of  knowled^  w4 
enjoyment  1  But  thou  haft  ordained  me,  o  God,  to 
Kfe,  to  a  life  that  ftiall  know  no  end*  At  prefene 
my  capacities  are  too  great  to  exhibit  themfelves  in 
all  thw  ftrengthr  The  body  of  death  furrounds  mc^ 
and  fixes  narrow  limits  to  the  workings  of  my  mind^ 
But  foon  (hall  I  be  freed  from  thefe  bonds.  My 
foul  will  foar  aloft,  and  mount  into  the  realms  of 
light.  She  will  rife  at  therefurredion  of  the  jufl^ 
united  to  a  glorious,  a  fpiritual,  an  incorruptible 
body.  Then,  o  God,  then  (hall  I  firft  behold  thy 
works  in  all  thdr  grandeur,  in  all  their  pomp  and 
beauty ;  then  fliall  I  be  fca*  ever  employed  in  the  inr 
veftigation  of  diem,  and  never  be  weary  of  admiring^ 
thy  wifdom  and:  power.;  then  will  all  my  defires  be 
fatisfied,  and  all  my  wilhes  accompliffied.  This  k 
not  the  place  of  my  final  ileftination.  It  is  but  pre>- 
paratory  to  a  far  better  and  more  glorioijs  ftate.^ 
Here  it  is  my  bufinefs,  by  generous  Qccupatiojns,  t^^ 
b^in  to.  qualify  myfelf  for  th6  purer  delights  that 
await  me  in  that  world,  and  even  what  I  call  trouble- 
fome and  imperfeft  in  my  prefent  condition  muft,  if 
I  but  properly  apply  it,  promote  my  future  perfec- 
tion. Thus  does  the  chriftian  uiuavd  the  deiign  <^ 
his  being  and  the  tendency  of  his  powers ',  and  tlm^^ 
does  he  diflipate  the  darkntfs  that  fyirounds  him  on 
2t  earthy 
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earth,  by  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  difclofes  td 
his  view  the  faireft  profpedls  in  eternity. 

Knowledge  and  virtue  are,  indeed^  in  and  for 
themfelves,  and  without  regard  to  futurity,  the  ftrong- 
eft  fupports  and  the  richeft  fources  of  our  happinefs.- 
How,  without  knowledge,  fhould  we  fatisfy  the  curi-» 
ofity  of  our  minds  ?  HoWj  without  virtue,  fliould 
We  tranquiliie  our  hearts  ?,  How  fliould  we  tamd 
our  turbulent  paflions,  howfhouldwe  controultheni 
when  they  contend  with  each  other,  and  bring  them 
to  a  rational' equilibrium,  if  we  wete  deflitute  dF 
knowledge  and  virtue  ?  Let  us  now  compare  tb^ 
mortal  without  hope  with  the  chriftian  that  expeds 
eternity,  and  fee  which  of  them  has  the  greateft 
means  and  the  greateft  encouragements,  to  build  his 
happiriefs  on  this  foundation,  and  to  render  his  life 
plcafant  by  knowledge  and  virtue.  We  will  here 
allow  them  both  to  -fpeak  their  natural  fentiments, 
and  thence  it  will  plainly  appear  which  of  them  has 
the  advantage  of  the  other.  It  is  true,  knowledge 
is  ornamental  to  the  mind ;  thus  fpeaks  the  man 
whofe  hopes  are  confined  to  this  life.  I  experience, 
that  what  thinks  within  me  is  capable  of  mounting 
above  vifible  bbjefts,  and  of  piercing  iiito  the  com- 
bination of  things.  I  feel  a  great  pleafure  when  I 
increafe  my  perceptions,  and  cjm  difcover  the  traces 
of  the  wife  author  of  nature.  But  how  foolifb  and 
unprofitable  is  this  my  employment !  Wifdom  can- 
not be  acquired  without  much  toil.  Truth  never 
appears  to  her  votaries  till  after  many  fuccefslefs  re^ 
-    •  ^  fearchesy 
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feaxches ;  one  may  fell  into  a  hundred  errors  fooher 
than  difcover  one  truth.  We  muft  dedicate  both 
^ay  and  night  to  the  ftudy  of  the  latent  operations 
of  nature,  ere  we  can  acquire  but  a  flight  knowledge 
qf  her  fecrets.  Mean  time,  the  mind  grows  weary  1 
its  powers  diminifli ;  the  body  is  weakened  by  ftrenu* 
ous  exertions  of  it,  and  I  become  daily  lefs  capable 
^f  relifhing  the  pleafures  of  fenfe.  And  what  is,  at 
length,  the  refult  of  all  my  pains  ?  After  a  few  mo- 
ments are  paft  I  fhall  be  no  more,  and  my  laboriouf* 
ly  acquired  knowledge  will  likewife  be  no  more; 
That  which  thinks  in  me,  and  often  fondly  foari 
above  the  clouds,  will  in  a  few  days  be  loft  to  exift^ 
ence.  The  great  difcoveries  I  am  ftriving  to  make 
Vfjll  vaipfli  into,  thin  air,  and  my  lofty  imaginations, 
and  my  exialted  conceptions,  will  be  enveloped  in  the 
fliades  of  everlafting  night.  Such  is  the  language  of 
the' man  who  has  no  views  beyond  the  grave.  His 
endeavours  after  knowledge  muft  necelferiiy  appear 
ridiculous  to  himfelf }  and  he  has  little  or  nothing 
to  encourage  him  in  the  profecution  of  ft. 

No  lefs  feeble  are  his  motives  to  virtue,  and  his 
purpole  to  follow  her  precepts  will  as  ealily  feil.  He 
withers  like  a  flower  that  fprings  up  in  a  parched 
foil,  or  on  a  ftoney  ground.  Though  great  the  na^ 
tivc  beauty  of  virtue,  yet  i^  it  not  fufiident  to  render 
the  man  who  looks  upon  death  as  the  period  of  hiar 
being  conftant  in  the  love  and  the  pradtice  of  it. 
Self-intereft  and  the  hope  of  advantage  are  the  prin- 
cipal ^rings  of  human  adions.    Few  men,  however^ 

are 
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ftre  fo  enlightened  as  to  perceive  the  combination  o^ 
virtue  with  felf-love  md  with  real  advantage.  It 
cofts  a  man. labour  and  toil  before  he  can  arrive  at 
^  certain  aptitude  in  goodnefs.  He  lias  many  ob^ 
jlacles  to  furmount,  and  many  difficulties  to  encoun; 
ter,  if  he  would  fdlfil  his  duties  with  exaditude,  and 
condud  himfelf  in  all  circumflances  like  a  true  chriir 
tian.  Kiches  and  hcmours  and  days  of  eafe,  are  not 
always  the  companions  of  integrky ^  How  often^  09 
^the  contrary^  is  it  attended  by  poverty  and  feom! 
Nay,  is  it  any  thing  uncommon  for  the  brightelt  vir- 
tue to  be  attacke4  ^^th  animofity  and  perfecuted  with 
vengeance  ?  And  yet  it  is.  impoflible^  without  virtuci 
to  acqiiire  tranquillity  of  mind.  Vice^  on  the  othqr 
hand,  is  often  arrayed  in  charms  i  fhe  holds  o\it,  t0 
her  followers,  power  and  authority,  opulence  and  re* 
fpefl: ;  fhe  proHufes  them  abundance  of  pleafure. 
A^d  yet  vice  render^  us  unhappy^  sytid,  fo  long  as  we 
are  flaves  to  it,  it  i$  ipxpoflible  for  us  to  be  cahn  and 
contented.  Therefore,  if  a  man  wpuld  flee  from 
vice ;  if  he  wpuld  love  virtue  j .  if  he  would  thus  live 
contented  and  h;ippy  t  he  mufl:  have  certam  i^^pell* 
ing  motives  to  do  fo#  But  do  yovi  im^igine  diat  ^^y 
<>ne,  who  has  tK)  puni^mient  to  £e;BX  in  futyrity  and 
no  reward  to  exped,  is  in  ^  capacity  to  vanqyiih  aS 
temptations  to  evil,  and  devote  himfelf  to  tibe  fervice 
^f  infulted  virtue  Wth  her  me^w  appc^trance  ?  Cer» 
tmly  not.  Her  beauty  might  probably  attiaft  him; 
he  might  even  determine  to  follow  her  precepts : .  but 
ifcQw  kmg  iwould  his  rdblutiOTi  laft?  ^  The  fiift  vior 

foxf 
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lent  temptaripn  ivould  put  it  to'  flight.  •  Were  he 
frankly  to  explain  himfelfj  it  is  thus  he  would  fpeak: 
What  will  it  profit  me  if  I  earneftly  ftrive-  to  be  vir- 
tuous ?  What  avails  this  unremitted  attention  to  all 
my  thoughts,  my  defires,  and  aftions  ?  Thefe  vio- 
lent conflids  with  my  propenfities  and  paflions  ? 
How*  difficult  it  is  to  conquer  onefelf !  And  what 
benefit,  what  fruit,  have  I  ^t  lafl  to  expefk  from  the 
vidory  ?  My  probity  will  be  taken  for  affeftation,  my 
piety  will  be  imputed  to  melancholy  ;  and  I  fhall  fit 
folitary  in  the  dufl,  while  others.,  of  laxer  principles^ 
are  lolling  in  the  feats  of  honour !  What  have  I  to 
provide  for  but  my  body  and  my  temporal  affairs  ? 
Why  fhould  I  quarrel  with  the  amufements  and  de- 
lights that  fo  many  others  enjoy  ?»  Shall  I  embitter 
my  life  by  the  reflriflions  of  .temperance,  and  for  the 
fake  of  an  imaginary  intelleftual  pleafure,  deny  my^ 
felf  the  more  fure  and  fubflantial  pleafures  of  fenfe  ? 
I  have  nothing  to  fear  or  to  hope  after  death !  So 
fpeaks  the  hopelefs  mortal :  thus  will  his  purpofes  to 
follow  virtue  be  enfeebled.  Thus  he  allows  himfelf 
to  be  fediiced  by  the  wages  of  fm  j  and  difcontent 
and  vexation,  perplexity  and  fear,  and  every  difaf- 
trous  confeqiience  of  vice,  at  once  take  poffeffion  of 
his  heart.  Froin  want  of  hope,  he  neglefts  the  prin- 
cipal  and  purefl.  fources  of  earthly  happinefs j  and  will 
always  be  becoming  more  unhappy  than  he  was* 

Quite  otherwife  is  it  with  the  ^hriftian,  who  ex-i 
pcft^  uninortality.  He  daily  endeavours  to  augment 
his  knowledge  and  to  improve  in  virtue,  and  thus 
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daily  promotes  his  true  feKcity.  He  can  never  be 
wanting  in  encouragement  to  iirmnefs  and  zeal  in 
his  generous  endeavours ;  and  the  futurity  which  is 
ever  in  his  view,  renders  all  he  undertakes,  in  this 
defign,  not  only  eafy  but  pleafant*  How  pleafant, 
he  fays  in  the  fimplicity  of  his  heart,  how  pleafant  to 
me  are  the  nieditations  I  indulge  on  the  perfections 
of  my  God  and  fether,  the  greateft  and  beft  of  be- 
ings! What  a  pure  delight  dreams  through  my 
foul,  when  I  confider  his  ways  and  admire  his  works ! 
How  it  exalts  my  fpirit  when  I  perceive  the  wifdom 
of  the  creator  in  his  creatures,  and  trace  out  the  marks 
of  his  greatnefs !  How  reviving  my  meditations  on 
my  divine  redeemer,  and  his  confolatory  office  I  My 
knowledge  indeed,  in  all  refpefts,  is  very  imperfed 
and  weak;  but  this  fhall  not  difhearten  me  from 
conftantly  labouring,  with  renovated  ardour,  at  its 
extenfion  and  improvement.  In  the  matters  of  mofl: 
importance  I  have  the  gofpel  for  my  g\iide,  and  am 
fafe  from  all  deception*  By  that  I  perceive  an  eter- 
nity approaching.  The  real  knowledge  I  fliall  here 
colled,  is  out  of  the  power  of  that  fpoiler  death. 
Hereafter,  in  the  world  of  fpirits,  I  fliall  purfue  my 
refearches ;  what  is  falfe  will  evaporate  from  my  atr 
taimments,  and  ^^tis  foUd  and  juft  will  form  the 
bafis  of  my  higher  perfeftion.  Thus  does  the  hope 
ef  futurity  animate  the  chriftian ;  and  the  pleafure 
he  procures  from  the  contemplation  of  religion  and 
nature  will  be  ever  increafmg,  as  he  has  no  need  txy 
fear  it  will  ever  be  loft. 

The 
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The  fame  influence,  Ukewife,  has  hope  iip<5n  hi» 
Virtue,  Sis  the  other  foiirce  of  human  happinefs*  It 
renders  him  inflexible  againft  every  temptation  to 
iniquity ;  and  he  renounces  all  with-  joy  when  hd 
thinks  on  the  fiiture  world.  How  eafy,  how  blefled, 
he  exclaims,  is  the  ferviee  of  my  God  I  and  how 
gracious  is  the  Lord  -^hom  I  ferve,  as  fd  richly  t6 
requite  ifiy  feeble  endeavours  in  goodnefs,  as  to  re- 
Wstrd  them  for  ever !  No,  my  fineere  afliduity  td 
j^leafe  him  is  not  in  vain.  Godlinefs  has  the  piro- 
ihifes  of  this  life  and  of  that  which  is  to  cohie.  Th^ 
Lord  commands  me  to  believe  that  he  is  the  rewardei? 
of  them  that  feek  him.  Coft  what  it  will  to  gain  tk^ 
Viftory  over  myfelf,  yet  what  glorious  conTequenees  ^ 
iattend  the  triumphs  I  fliall  obtain !  Whoever,  thro^ 
the  fpirit,  mortifies  the  deeds  of  the  body,  he  fliall 
Kve,  he  fliall  live  for  ever,  his  works  fliall  fblloW 
him,  atid  he  will  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labour^ 
Virtue,  evein  at  pref^t,  affords  me  the  fincerefl:  plea- 
fure,  aiid  of  this  pleafure  it  is  out  of  the  power  of' 
death  to  rob  me  I  it  will  for  ever  contintie  and  for 
ever  inereafe.  And  fliall  I  allow  myfelf  to  be  turned 
kfide  from  the  path  of  rectitude  and  make  fliipwrecfc 
of  my  fiitiire  happinefr^  for  riches,  for  worldly  ^o- 
hoiu-s,  for  fenfual  gratifications,  for  fugacious  trifles  ? 
No }  rather  "  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  be^ 
hind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  thbfe  things  which  aref 
before,  I  prdTs  toward  the  mark,  for  the  priaJe  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Ghrifi:  Jefus.'*  Such  are  the 
refle^ns  of  the  chrifiian,  in  expectation  of  a  blefled 
K  K  a  immortality. 
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immortaKty.  Though  knowledge  and  virtue  be  a 
grievous  burden  to  him  who  is  deftitute  of  hope, 
yet  are  they  the  fources  of  th^  moft  refined  and 
exalted  joys  to  the  man  that  is  fure  of  eternal  life. 

To  proceed  in  our  comparifon  of  the  hopelefs 
mortal  with  the  chriftian  expefting  everlaftmg  hap- 
pihefs  in  the  belief  of  the  Saviour  rifen  from  the 
dead-  Let  us,  thirdly,  contraft  their  fentiments 
and  demeanour  in  the  day  of  adverfity.  How  hard 
misfortunes  bear  on  him  who  knows  no  other  and 
no  better  life  than  this !  ^  So  long  as  riches  aaid  ho- 
nours and  worldly  joys,  fall  copioufly  to  his  fliare, 
he  may  find  the  means  of  concealing  his  wfetehed- 
nefs  and  his  deplorable  condition  from  himfelL 
The  dazzling  glare  of  terreftrial  profperity  may  of- 
fufcate  his  mind,  and  hinder  him  from  ftedfaftly 
fixing  his  eyes  within,  and  from  feeling  acutely  the 
want  of  hope.  But  he  is  now  harafled  with  difap- 
pointments  and  troubles.  The  fafcinating  charms 
of  honour  and  refpefl:  that  furrounded  him  vanifli 
away :  the  rapturous  frenzy,  that  for  fome  mo- 
ments prevented  him  from  viewing  his  difmal  prof- 
pefts  in  futurity,  is  comq  to  an  end*  He  is  now 
thrown  back  upon  himfelf.  He  now  fees  clearly 
the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  "all  things  vifible  and 
earthly :  he  experiences  how  infufEcient  the  poffef- 
fion  and  enjoyment- of  them  are  to  the  contentment 
of  his  infinite  defire^.  Where  fhall  he  now  find 
reft?  Where  will  he  feek  comfort  and  folace? 
Since  he  is  ignorant  of  the  comfort  which  religion 
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and  the  hope  of  immortality  afford  us,  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  be  completely  at  peace.     All  his 
ground  of  confolation  confifts  in  thefe  fad  ideas  :  It 
is  thus  with  me  j  and  all  my  lamentations  cannot 
alter  my  fate.     And  what  now  will  be  the  eflfedi:  of 
thefe  ideas  ?    Will  the  alflidions  he  fuffers  lofe  their 
'  difagreeable  and  noxious  qualities  ?     Will  this  caufe 
them  to  abandon  the  attack  ?    Will  he  learn  to  con- 
fider  and  ufe  them  as.  means  to  a  fuperior  kind  of 
happinefs?     No;  if  they  be  great  they  fink  him 
into  a  certain  infenfibility,  into  a  ftate  alike  devoid 
of  pleafure  and  of  pain  ;  and  even  this  infenfibility 
is  very  apt  to  be  deftroyed  by  intenfe  and  keen  re- 
fle£tion,  and  to  be  fucceeded  by  the  mod   cruel 
anguifli  of  mind.     The  mortal,  who  has  nothing 
to  hope  for  beyond  the  grave,  thus  has  the  full 
weight  of  misfortune  to  bear,  without  any  means  of 
alleviating  his  burden.     If  he  lofe  his  outward  ad- 
vantages, or  poffeflions,  he  lofes  his  all ;  he  knows 
of  nothing  that  can  repair  his  damage.     The  fources 
of  his  happinefs  are  flopped ;  how  then  can  the  en- 
joyment of  i(  continue  ?     If  he  lofe  his  friends,  he 
lofes  them  in  his  opinion  for  ever :  his '  lofs  is  irre- 
parable ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  an  in- 
curable forrow  takes  poffeflion  of  his  foul,  and  he 
gives  himfelf  up  to  defpair. 

Confider,   on  <  the  other  hand,  the  chriftian  in 

misfortune,  and  fee  how  patient^  how  firm  and  how 

chearful,  the  hope  of  futurity  makes  him !     Indeed, 

be  likewife.  feels  affliftions  when  they  come  upon 

K  K  3  him. 
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bim,  and  they  frequently  force  hini  to  flied  bitter 
tears :  he  tenderly  bemoans  the  Iqfs  of  his  friend  j 
it  hurts  IjiiQ  when  he  is  unjuftly  deprived  of  his  ho« 
nour,  and  he  is  obliged  to  undergo  the  cutting  efr 
fcGts  of  contempt :  it  affefts  him  when  he  is  dcf 
fpoiled  of  bis  property,  and  thereby  deprived  of  the 
means  of  gencroully  aiflfording  relief,  and  the  exalted 
delight  it  ofcafions  :  it  gives  him  concern  when  hq 
is  prevented,  by  bodily  infimiiti^  or  pains,  fronj 
being  of  f(M^ice  to  his  neighbour  and  of  ufe  to  the 
world ;  it  cuts  him  to  the  quick  when  he  fees  virtue 
defpifed,  and  the   nobleft  actions  go  unrewarded, 
or  indeed  repaid  with  injuries.    In  the  mean  time, 
howev^,  he  does  ?iot  ceafe  tg  be  bappy.    He  ba« 
learned  how  to  moderate  his  grief  from  the  dod 
trine§  pf  religion,  an^l  to  procure  himfelf  comfort 
in  the  greateft  misfortunes.    I?  he  fcpmed  and  per* 
fecuted  for  his  godlinefs  and  piety;  he  rqoices -in 
this,  that  he  fuffers  with  Chrift,  as  he  knows  that 
be  ^all  alfo  reign  with  him  hereafter,   and  that 
'^  the  light  affliftions  of  tlu3  prefent  time  are  not 
to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  feall  hereafter 
be  revealed  in  us/*    Does  he  lofe  his  temporal 
poffeffions }  he  is  affured,  that  no  man  can  take 
from  him  the  teftimoay  of  a  good  confcience,  the 
pleafure  of  virtue,  and  the  grace  of  his  God.     He 
defpifes  the  advantages  and  treafures  of  the  world, 
and  fixes  his  view  on  the  great  reward  the  righteous 
Judge  fliall  give  him  at  that  d4y,     And  fhould  the 
jnjuftice  of  m?mkjnd  compel  him  to  abandon  his 
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country,  and  to  wander,  a  wretched  vagabond,  on 
the  earth ;  even  this  likewife  he  has  learned  how  to 
bear.  He  looks  up  to  a  city  whofe  builder  and 
maker  is  God ;  he  dlfregards  whatever  is  vifible, 
but  direfts  his  attention  to  the  things  that  are  not 
feen,  and  his  converfation  is  in  heaven.  Are  his 
friends  taken  from  him  by  remorfelefs  death,  or 
does  fome  fecret  difpenfation  remove  him  far  from 
thofe  whom  his  foul  holds  4ear  ;  the  expeftation  of 
futurity  can  even  mitigate  thefe  bittereft  of  forrows. 
No  diftance,  no  feparation,  no  death,  can  part  him 
for  ever  from  the  friend  ©f  his  heart.  He  will  find 
him  again  in  the  kingdojn  of  the  juft:  he  will  there 
renew  the  bonds  of  amity  with  him,  and^  in  that 
glorious  ftate,  nothing  can  difturb  their  generous 
and  virtuous  friendfhip.  Thus  the  hope  of  the 
chriftian  can  never  be  put  to  confufion.  It  alleviates 
to  him  every  calamity,  which  overwhelms  the  hope-^ 
lefs  and  plunges  him  in  utter  defpair. 

Let  us,  laflly,  contemplate  thefe  two  p^rfons, 
while  lying  on  the  bed  of  death,  and  confider  their 
diflferent  exits  from  the  world.  Approach  the  un- 
happy  man  who  feels  himfelf  dying,  and  yet  is  to- 
tally deftitute  of  all  hope  of  another  and  better 
life.  See  how  anxiety  and  difmay  diftort  his  vifage, 
how  he  wrings  his  hands  from  perturbation  and  dif- 
trefs,  what  defponding  looks  he  cafts  on  the  perfons 
^ound  him !  Death  appears  to  him  in  his  moft 
dreadfril  form,  he  is  to  him  a  king  of  terrors,  and, 
poor  man,  h^  has  no  armour  to  put  on  againft  this 
K  K  4  fbe^ 
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foe,  nothing  to  comfort  him  in  this  moft  awfiil  mo* 
ment.  He  fees  himfelf  turning  to  duft,  he  fees  the 
grave  and  corruption  before  him,  and  dare  not 
hope  that  from  this  prifon  he  fhall  ever  be  ranfomed. 
The  thought  of  his  annihilation  ftrikes  a  chiUnefs 
through  his  foul,  and  fills  it  with  unfurmoimtable 
terrors.  Whatever  has  hitherto  adminiftered  to 
him  pleafure  and  joy,  is  now  flown  from  his  imagi- 
nation and  vanifhed  for  ever.  He  now,  for  the  laft 
time,  fees  the  orb  of  day,  the  all-reviving  fun,  and 
is  in  expeftation  of  an  eternal  nrght.  His  friends 
take  leave  of  him  for  ever,  and  their  charming  con- 
verfe,  as  he  thinks,,  will  never  chear  him  again. 
He  muft  quit  all  things  without  any  hope  of  ac- 
quiring more !  —  Can  you  figure  to  yourfelves  a-mor^ 
deplorable  condition  than  this  ?     ^ 

On  the  other  hand,  obferve  the  chriflian,  who, 
beheving  in  the  refufcitated  Saviour,  looks  for  a 
bleffed  immortality.  How  edifying  are  his  laft  mo» 
jnents,  and  how  calmly  he  meets  dekth  and  eternity! 
Death  is  to  him  a  meflTeHger  of  peace ;  he  announces 
to  him  deliverance  and  freedom ;  he  conducts  him 
to  life,  to  a  far  better  and  completer  life  than  the 
prefent.  Why  fhould  he  not  willingly  follow  his 
pall?  Why  fhould  he  not  readily  exchange  this  life 
for  the  other  ?.  He  lofes  nothing  that  will  npt  be 
reftored  to  him  or  infinitely  overbalanced.  He 
has  already  a  foretafte  of  the  joys  that  await  him ; 
and,  the  nearer  his  end  approaches,  his  countenance 
frightens,  and  his  foul  is  more  cheared.    He  haflen^ 
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to  the  place  of  his  deftination  -with  a  pious  im- 
patience, and  may  addrefs  his  forrowing  friends 
with  comfortable  affurance :  Weep  not  for  me, 
o  my  friends,  I  fhall  foon  embrace  you  in  another 
life ;  continue  to  truft  in  your  great  Redeemer  P* 
Thus  dies  the  chriftian,  f^iU  of  hope,  and  enters 
into  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 

Such  is  the  vaft  difference  between  the  hopelefe 
mortal,  and  the  chriftian  that  expefts  a  bleflfed  eter- 
nity. Such  are  the  incomparable  advantages  the 
one  poffeffes  over  the  other.  To  the  former  all 
nature  is  an  unfathomable^  myftery,  and  the  purport 
of  his  own  exiftence  is  beyond  his  View :  the  latter 
knows  to  what  he  is  ordained,  and  the  creation  is 
to  him  the  mirror  of  the  perfedions  of  its  author. 
Knowledge  and  virtue,  the  fources  of  our  happinefs, 
are  fliut  againft  the  one,  and  he  has  little  or  no- 
thing to  induce  him  to  apply  to  them  for  repofe  : 
to  the  other,  to  the  chriftian,  thefe  fources  of  plea-  ' 
fure  ftand  conftantly  open ;  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  truth  and  the  praftice  of  virtue,  he  finds  the  moft:. 
permailent  joy.  The  former  fmks  under  the  weight 
of  misfortune:  the  latter  rejoices  even  in  tribula- 
tions, and  no  accident  can  diveft  him  of  his  happi- 
nefs.  The  former  lofes  all  courage  in  death,  and 
fliudders  at  the  approach  of  his  diffolution :  the  lat- 
ter, the  juft  man,  has  even  hope  in  his  death,  and 
iirft  begins  properly  to  live,  when  he  feems  to  be 
^ying.    Muft  you  not  confefs,  then,  n>y  brethren, 

that. 
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that,  as  chriffians,  we  poflefs  infinitely  greater  ad» 
vantages  than  the  unbeliever  ?  Muft  you  not  allow, 
with  the  apoftle  in  our  text,  that  we  fhould  be  the 
moft  miferable  of  all  mankind,  if  our  hopes  were 
bounded  by  this  life,  if,  after  it,  we  had  no  other, 
no  better  to  expefl:  ?  flow  many  caufes,  therefore, 
have  we  to  extol  and  commemorate  our  rifen  Re- 
deemer, who  has  brought  life  and  undecaying  eidft* 
ence  to  fight  by  his  dodrmef  How  can  we  be 
grateful  enough  to  him  for  the  vidory  he  has  ob* 
taine4  over  death  and  the  grave,  for  the  glorious 
revelation  he  has  given  us  of  futurity  !  Does  not 
fuch  a  teacher,  fuch  a  beneiador,  merit  all  our 
veneration  ?  Does  he  not  merit  our  entire  reliance^ 
our  moft  willing  obedience  ?  What  groveling  fcnti^ 
ments  ihall  we  not  betray,  how  much  fhould  we 
abhor  ourfelves  if  we  defpifed  the  gofpel  of  the  fon 
tof  God,  if  we  undervalued  his  promifes,  and  re- 
jeded  the  felicity  to  which  we  are  called  ?  No,  no  j 
we  have  the  happinefs  of  being  chriftians ;  we  have 
the  hope  of  everlafting  life.  Let  us  prize  this  hap» 
pinefs  as  it  deferves ;  let  us  walk  worthy  of  this  hope^ 
Let  us  break  forth  in  fhouts  of  triumph  to  our  glor 
rifled  Redeemer,  who  has  delivered  us  from  the 
dread  of  annihilation,  and  given  us  the  affurance  of 
everlafting  life.  But  let  us  alfo  fhew,  by  pur  whole 
deportment,  what  lofiy  expedtations  we  have. 
How  ill  would  it  become  us,  chriflians^  to  feek  our 
reft,  our  fatisfa£Hons  our  hapfmiefs,^  in  the  things 

of 
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of  this  world,  fince  we  are  ordained  to  eternity ! 
How  ill  would  it  become  us,  to  be  inconfoleable  at 
the  Jofs  of  our  earthly  poffeffions,  or  of  our  deareft 
friends,  like  the  heathens  who  are  deftitute  of  hope! 
How  irrationally  fhould  we  aft,  if  we  ftiouldonly 
provide  for  the  body,  to  the  n^gled  of  our  foul ! 
How  bitterly  fhall  we  hereafter  lament  our  foolifli 
choice,  if  we  prefer  the  hard  bondage  of  vice  to  the 
cafy  fervice  of  virtue,  and  fo  lofe  the  pure  delights 
jmd  the  eternal,  felicities  of  heaven!     Oh  animate 
then  yourfelves  to  -a  generous  and  holy  condufl:,  ye 
chriftians,  created  and  redeemed  to  an  immarceffibl? 
glory!     Set  loofe  your  hearts  from  every  thing  fu* 
gadbus  and  earthly.    Never  attach  your  defires  and 
views  to  the  objeds  on  this  fide  the  grave.    Raife 
yourfelves  oft^  in  thought  to  eternity;  endeavour 
to  excite  and  confirm  in  yourfelves  a  heavenly  mind, 
and  let  your  whole  behaviour  be  regulated  by  the 
future  world.    Evince  in  all  things,  even  in  the  moft 
calamitous  events  of  life,  that  you  are  chriftians, 
who  look  not  fo  much  on  the  things  that  are  feen, 
^s  on  thofe  that  are  not  feen.^    Do  honour  to  the 
religion  you  profefs,  by  a  fteady  and  chearful  vir- 
tue, and  take  faft  hold  on  the  hope  that  Chrift  has 
given  you.     It  will  not  fsul  you,  even  in  death ; 
and  you  will  enter  rejoicing  into  the  kingdom  of 
your  God. 
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/^  GOD,  our  gracious  father,  that  thou  hail 
^^  called  us  to  chriftianity  is  a  benefit  for  whicl^ 
we  can  never  fufEciently  thank  thee!  A  benefit, 
which  in  regard  to  knowledge  and  morals,  to  means 
of  improvement  and  peace  of  mind  yields  us  the 
greateft  advantages  over  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  I  A  benefit  which  might  and  would 
aflford  us  as  great  advantages  over  them  in  regard  to 
wifdoan,  to  virtue,  to  real  felicity,  if  we  employed 
it  aright  \  But  of  this  not  all  of  us,  • — alas,  perhaps 
only  few  of  us,  can  boaft.  No,  chriftianity  is  cer* 
t^^nly  not  what  it  might  and  ought ,  to  be  to  us ! 
No,  we  are  not  yet  become  by  it  fo  wife^  fo  good, 
fo  chearful  and  happy,  as  we  might!  We  now 
confefs  and  feel  it,  o^merciful  father;  we  are  now 
afhamed  before  thee  of  our  ingratitude  and   our 

negligence  j 
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negligence;  we  now  wifh  to  become  better  chriftlans, 
and  to  experience  more  of  the  blefled  efficacy  of  the 
chriftian  religionw  ,Oh  let  this  confeffion^  this  fen- 
timent,  this  remorfe  be  truly  falutary  to  us  and  our 
wifhes  be  adtually  accompliihed.  Teach  us  to  un- 
derftand  chriftianity  in  its  true  nature  and  end,  let 
it  be  thoroughly  important  to  us,  open  our  hearts 
to  its  divine,  efficacious  influence,  to  its  all-quicken- 
ing  fpirit,  and  let  it  dwell  and  govern  in  us,  and  re- 
form us  into  fuch  perfom  as  are  chriftians  indeed 
and  in  truth !  Blefs  to  that  end  the  difcourfeof  thy 
liervan,t  !  Let  his^  remonftrances-  find  admiffion, 
adhere  deeply  in  our  minds,  and  there  effi^d  mucli 
good  and  happinefs !  We  pray  thee  foa-  it  as  thy 
children  and  as  the  followers  of  thy  fbn  Jefu^ 
addreffing  thee  farther,  in  filial  confidence,  as  te 
prefcribed :  Our  father,  &c. 
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JOHN,  VU.    17* 

If  any  maa  will  do  his  will,  he  (hall  know  of  the  do&rk^f 
whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  (peak  of  myfelf. 


^T^HERE  are  three  ways  of  arriving  at  the  kaavr* 
-^  ledge  of  truth  and  certainty:  reafon,  £dthy 
tnd  experience*  Reafon,  ih  her  iiiquiri^,  laysf 
down  certain  general  propofitions^,  fecdved  of  al( 
men,  and  abfohitely  irrefragable,  as  her  ground-' 
Work  i  fhe  conneds  and  compares  known  trifths 
together,  and  thence,  by  a  feries  of  juft  confer 
quences,  derives  others,  which  Were  cither  not  af 
all,  or  not  clearly  enough  known  to  her  before } 
fhe  traces  things  up  to  their  firfl  principles,  and 
Scorn  them  demonflrates  and  explains  them^— ^ 
Faith  relies  on  the  teftimony  of  others :  it  examines 
the  accounts  that  are  given  of  any  mattet*,  and  the 
credibility  of  the  witnefles  by  whom  they  are  re«» 
ported  J  it  compares  the  diflferent  parts  of  the  hif- 
tory  together,  and  with  the  circumft^nces  wherein 
they  are  faid  to  have  happened ;  and  whenever  it 
finds  a  fufficient  capacity  and  integrity  in  the  wit« 
neffes,  and  a  correfpondence  in  their  narratives,  it 
yields  its  acquiefcence. — Experience,  laftly,  inftru&s 
us  of  the  things  that  fall  under  our  knowledge,  ot 

of 
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of  the  impreffion  and  efFeds  they  produce  on  our 
eyes,  our  ears,  or  the  other  organs  of  fenfe ;  fhe 
gives  us  alfo  to  obferve  the  inward  motions  and  al- 
terations that  arife  either  in  our  mind  or  body,  and 
thus  teaches  us  to  form  a  judgment  both  of  our  na- 
tural and  our  fpiritual  or  moral  ftate.  Would  we 
then  render  our  knowledge  as  perfeS:  as  we  may, 
we  muft  take  all  thefe  three  different  ways  for 
knowing  the  truth,  and  for  being  certain  of  it* 
This  is  n^effary  and  ufeful,  not  merely  as  to  hu- 
man knowledge,  but  likewife  in  regard  of  religion. 
We  fhould  endeavour  to  obtain,  not  only  an  hifto- 
rical,  but  alfo  a  rational  and  experimental  know- 
ledge of  every  truth,  as  far  as  its  nature  and  our 
fituadon  will  allow.  The ;  more  numerous  the  evi- 
dences we  have  of  any  matter,  the  greater  will  our 
certainty  of  it  be,  and  the  more  completely  fhall  we 
be  fatisfied  about  it.  There  are  indeed  doQirines  in 
religion,  which  we  can  only  know  through  hijh  ; 
and  the  truth  of  them,  in  refped  of  us,  depends 
folely  on  hiftorical  narrative.  But  others,  and  thofe 
the  greateft  number,  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
they  are  likewife  to  be  known  by  reafon  and  expe-^ 
rience;  and,  in  fuch  cafes,  we  may  very  advan-* 
tageouily  blend  thefe  feyeral  ways  for  arriving  at  the 
truth*  Revealed  religion  is^  chiefly  founded  on  the 
narratives  and  the  teftimony  of  perfons  who  lived 
many  ages  before  our  times,  Thefe  perfons  relate 
to  us,  in  their  writings,  the  lamentable  confequences 
produced  by  fin  in  the  condition  of  mankind,  and 
2t  •  the 
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the  wife  arrj^ngements  cftablifhed  by  God  for  die 
corredion  and  reftoration  of  it ;  they  difcover  to  us 
the  Gounfels  and  determinations  of  the  Moft  High ; 
they  inform  us  of  the  fervice  he  requires  of  us,  and 
of  the  conditions  we  muft  fulfil,  if  we  Would  par- 
take of  his  favour  and  be  happy  for  ever.-     Thefe 
narratives  are  too  impOirtant  by  far  for  being  received 
and  adopted  by  us,  without  examining  the  authority 
on- which  they  ftand.     We  fhould  therefore  difcufs 
the  charafters  and  the  credibility  of  the  narrators 
on  whofe  authority  they  depend^  and  thus  endea- 
vour to  gain  a  certainty  of -their  truth.     Thus  we 
arrive  by  the  firft  way  at  knowledge;  and  certainty } 
thus  faith  arifes  in  its.     But  our  knowledge  may 
be  ftill  more  perfeQ: }  it  iriay  be  brought  to  a  higha* 
degree  of  evidence  and  certainty,  if  we  purfue  the 
other  way,   and  confult  reafon.     Though:  reafon 
ihigljt  not  have  difcovered  the  doftrincs  of  revealed 
religion  by  her  own  penetration,  yet  may  (he  pro- 
nounce upon  them  after  having  been  once  informed 
of  them.     She  may  deduce  many  of  them  from  the 
firft  principles  of  human  l^ttowledge ;  flie  may  fhew 
us  their  various  and  clofe  connedion  with  othef 
truths  already  known ;  flie  may  reconcile  ^e  feem- 
ing  contradiaions  between  them;  fhe  ma/prefent 
us  with  new  evidence  in  behalf  of  their  truth ;  ia 
ihort,    fhe  may  draw  many  ufeful  and,  important 
confequences  from  them.     Her  concurrence  makes 
thefe  doftrines  the  more  acceptable^  and^  our  cer- 
tainty of  them  muft  be  fo  much'  the  greater.    But 

her© 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


01^  BPtlLrttJAt  i!]tra^2£Ke£««  §1^ 

hiere  *is^  are  not  to  ftop.  In  regard  to  reiigion  im 
fliould  likewife  take  die  vr^j  of  eig^a^ience;  v^ 
fiymld  endcaroiir  to  become  certain  of  its  tmth  aijid 
excellency  by  oazr  own  fen&doii5«  On  this  esqpeiS^ 
mental  knowledge  of  veligion  all  indeed  depends; 
fince  nothing  can  fopply  th$  want  of  it,  and  bfcau& 
.  all  the  other  kinds  of  knowledge,  unlefs  they,  are 
ee>m^^  ¥4tb  this^  are  incapaHe  of  rend^iing  us 
happy.  We  muft,  however,  be  csEtrei»ely  cwtioiw 
t>n  this  head,  fed  we  deceive  (mrfislyes,  and  M  obi 
fiadi  paths  as  are  Tery  dangerotts  bodi  to  mtrfidlyes 
andotbers* 

•  That  I  may  warn  you  of  dus  wrong  coutfe,  t 
hav«  determined  to  treat  £»newfaai  drcmnAniiatiaUy 
of  a  matter  diat  has  fo  gvei^  an  influeiice  on  our 
tranqtulHty  and  ha|^inefs,  and  to  iet  tt  in  as  plai^ 
a  ^Dt  as  the*  ihort  time  allowed  to  th^fe  difeourfits 
mil  permk.  The  words  dF  Jefus,  which  I  kun 
read  to  you,  preient  us  with  a  fit  ocqifion  for  tfaeic 
reflaffioDS.  Wha^  can  tie.  mean  but  ilm :  If  you 
(v&T  the  4lo€bine  vMidk  I  4eliv^  to  you.  In  ^ 
name  of  God,  to  have  its  due  eSe£t  upon  you ;  if 
you  foikm  my  precepts,  and  reduce  them  to  |»ac- 
trioe,  you  vnA  ii^yiibly  fad  thdr  go^y  power ;  you 
wiH  tbus  become  better,  more  ti^smquil  and  more 
pious;  you  witt  perc^e,  by  experi«K:e,  that  my 
j&o&dm  b^  a  'Celeftial  origin ;  that  I  am  not  a 
laefe  fdiiMiph^,  but  addf efs  you  ^  a  me^Bg«r 
vfrom  iflrod*  Our  Iiord  iBtiiuat^,  thardbre,  that  a 
Mum  may  acquire  an  experimental  knowledge  of 
•f^L.  I.  LL  the 
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the  truth,  of  rdigion,  and  .that  it  is  an  excellent 
means  of  being  fully  affured  of  it. 

Let  us  now  inveftigate  the  nature  and  quality  of 
thefe  fpiritual  experiences^  and  at  the  fame  time  re- 
mark the  principal  rules  to  be  obferved  in  judging 
of  them,  in  prder  to  prcferve  us  from  the  ordinary . 
miftakes.    ,        .   . 

The  term  fpiritual  experience  is  generally  ufed  in 
a  very  indefinite  fenfe,  and  they  who  boafl  the 
mod  about  it  have  frequently  the  mod  obfcure  and 
erroneous  conception  of  it.  They,  give  this  appella- 
tion  to  every  feeling  that  is  rather  ftrong,  every  .ex^ 
traordinary.  motion  of  the  blood,  without  .firft  exa- 
mining whence  thefe  feelings  and  emotions  anfe. 
They  continually  confound  the  imagination  and  ex- 
perience together,  and  often  look  upon  the  moft 
natiual  changes  iathdrbody  and.mind  as  fomethirig 
extraordinary  and  fupematural.  When  they  sa-e 
defired.to  explain  their  experiences,  or  to  Ihcw 
whenjce  they  arife,  they  evade  the  queftion  by  de- 
daring  the  whole  of  the  master  to  be  incc^prehen- 
fible.  But  were  they  at  the  pains  to  inquire  a  little, 
into  their  own  nature,  and  inform  themfdves  fc9n&- 
what  of  the  manner  wherein  the  mind  a£ls  tipon  the 
body,  ;and  the  body  upon  the  mind :  then  many  of 
the  inGomprehenfibilities,  at  which  they  aftonifh 
themfelves  ,and  others,  would  fell  to  the  .ground, 
and  they  would  obtain  a. complete  folution.of  what 
they,  at  prefent  regard  as  an  inexplicable ,  myftery* 
^  When  we  fpeak  of  experiences /in  common  .Ufe,. 

every 
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every  one  who  underftands  the  language  knows 
what  we  meto  by  it :  we  denote  nothing  eife  tiy  it 
than  that  we  fed  the  effefts  of  particular  things, 
and  are  confcious  jof  it.     Thus  we  experience,  for' 
example,  the  power  of  the  fun,  the  property  of  the 
air,  -  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and  the  like:  that  is, 
we  feel  the  eflfefts  that  thefe  thingis  hav^  upon  us, 
^tho  alterations  they  produce  in  our  bodies,  and  we 
are' confcious  of  it*     Apply  this  now  to  fpiritual  ex- 
.  periences,  and  you  will  have  a  plain  and  juft  coin- 
prehenfion  of  them.     What  are  they  but  the  feelings 
of  the  good  .eflfeSs  religion  has  upon  us,  of  the 
happy  changes  it  works  in  bur '  fentiments,^  our 
judgments,  our  inclinations,  our  aftions,  aftd  our 
pleafures?    This  ide^  is  perfeftly  clear.     It  coin- 
cides with  the  nature?  of  our  mind  j  and  we  need 
only  attentively  confider  what  we  call  fpiritual  ex* 
periences,  for  finding  that  they  are  no  otherwife  to 
be  ddcribed.     I  vnll  explain  myfelf  farther  on  this 
matter.     The  doftrines  of  religion  have  not  only  an 
enlightening,  but  alfb  an  affeding  and  convincing 
pow6r.     They  are'  intended  not  only  to  reftify  out 
underftaiiding,  but  alfo  to  correft  our  inclinatiions. 
They  are^  intended  to  purify  our  hearts,  to  fettle 
our  views  and  affeftions,  and  move  us  to  good  and 
virtuous  r^lutions.     If  then  they  produce  in  us 
fucheffedg^' our  knowledge  is  lively^  or,  which  i$ 
the  fame  thing,  we  get  an  experimental  knowledge 
of  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  doftrines  of  reli- 
gion."   A  few  examples  may  bell  ferve  to  iiluftrate 
Lh  2  this. 
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thi$.  Eviery  devMt  drnftsin  tonfiders  the  gradcms 
.diQ>ofitioBs  of  God  toi^^^aids  iimmi  be  ptiriues, 
^vidi  fileht  attention^  the  vfHk  isiA  kind  inediods 
which  the  Moft  tUgtt  has  ohdamed  for  redaitmng 
and  reftoring  the  human  nee}  he  adioires  the 
greatnefs  of  the,  love  diiplayed  in  oiir  bdiaif :  he 
makes  the  aj^lkation  of  it  to  biw&S.  ^  Me  Hkc* 
wi&,  unworthy  as  I  an^'^  fays  )» to  himfid:^  ^  ev^ 
-tne  hath  GckI  hnred;  even  on  me  has  he  find  his 
compaffionsi*'  Thefe  thoughts  a£eEk:  him,  and£U 
his  heart  with  the  iinasrelk  returns  df  bve  t6  his 
rmfihite  benefador.  He  has  dDemfore  aa  tkpdi' 
mental  knowledge  of  the  force  of  what  retigicii 
teaches  us  of  the  love  of  G6d«  And  how?  He 
feek  the  goc^  €&6cs  diat  idea  has  tl^h  turn,  aodis 
d^rd>y  n^oved  to  pbus  refolntions*  So  Js  it  19k- 
wife  with  the  other  dodrines  of  religion*  "Whieo, 
therefore,  the  confidexati^  of  the  lodecencyt  ^ 
loathfomenefs,  the  penudous  con&quei[}£fo  of  gn, 
and  the  exceeding  great  di^eafufe  God  has  towards 
it,  creates  in  us  M  a£bjial  abhorrence  c^  idl  kin&of 
vice;  when  the  confideration  of  the  beauty  and 
amiabletiefs  of  idrtue,  tl^  reafon&blends  W  ex- 
<fdlence  of  the  law  of  God  aiid  QirHt^  ami  tkfc 
great  obligations  we  are  under  to  onr  creat^nr  wd 
deliverer,  infpires  us  with  a  t)redon»nam  mdiiia(sa«i 
130  all  good ;  we  then  expdience  the&jaQai)^  rf- 
ii(Sacfy  of  thefe  doftrines.  Wh^  the  coniideradon 
Of  the  v^filom,  Omnipotence  aitd  goodnds  of  God» 
^^  idea,  of  his  holy  and  irreproadiable  gotemmett, 
.     >  and 
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md  his  vraf cWul  cdxe  over  the  devout  j  ivhen  re^ 
fledions  on  the  nature  and  defign  of  our  prefent 
ftate,  and  its  coime£kk)a  \nth  the  future  eternity^ 
aUfiviale  our  difbreflbs^  tranquillize  our  heart,  make 
us  firm  and  cocrrageous  in  mislbrtune,  and  teach  u^ 
to  truft  in  the  help  of  the  Lord:  then  have  we  an 
agreeable  expenmasi  qi  the  efficacy  of  thef&confohu 
tion&;  we  feel  how  powerful  the  fupp<»t  of  reli- 
gion is  to  mankind  in  afflidions.  Spiritual  expe» 
lienceg  confequently  are,  in  general,  nothing  mone 
Aan  the  confdoufiiefs^  of  the  (klufsry  effeds^  which 
the  ma^ms,  the  rules  of  conduA,  the  a&ding  a^id 
confoling  arguments  of  religion  produce  in  us. 
Thefe  eSe&s  however  arife  fiom  two  diffeirent 
caufes  r  oiie  being  the  proper  waA  pecuEar  force  of 
celigbn,  and  the  other  die  particular  aififtanoe  of 
the  ipitit  pf  GiOjd« 

The  dodrines  of  religion .  have  in  and  of  them^* 
felves  a  natural  power  tq  move  and  to  convince  all 
liiofe  diat  embrace  them,  and  to  dire&  their  con<i 
duft  thb  way  or  that.  Thi»  power  diey  have  in 
conunon  with  idl  other  truths.  No  foone?  have  we 
obtained  a  phdn,  juft,  vmd,  and  certain  knowledge 
of  fome  important  troth,  but  immediately  it  hatt 
likewife  a  ftronger  or  weaker  degree  of  influence  on 
our  heart,  producing  in  v»  ddier  joy  or  forrow, 
hope  or  fear,  pleafiu'e  or  di^»lea&re,  and  in^dUia^ 
U8  to  afit  coafiftendy  with  tbe  percepdons^  we  h^ve^ 
gained*  Now,  j2»  the.  dodrhies  of^i^li^n  ai^  ift' 
itmt  nEiMre  much  greater,  muoh  mteve  etev^nM  Imd 
L  L  3  important, 
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important^  than  all  others ;  as  they  ftand  in  the 
tlofeft  connedion  with  our  prefent  and  future  hap- 
pinefs }  as  they  ground  their  authority  on  a  revelation 
from  God :  fo  muft  they  neceffarily  have  a  greater 
power  to  aft  upon  the  will,  and  it  is  impoffible  for 
us  to  behold  them  iwth  a  certain  degree  of  perfpi- 
cuity  ard  vivacity,  and  to  apply  them  home,  with- 
out feeling  that  they  have  an  eflfed  upon  our  defures 
and  aves&)ns,  our  inclinations  and  abhorrences, 
without  being  moved  to  follow  the  information  we 
have  acqiured,  and  to  make  it  the  rule  of  our  whole 
deportment. 

This  natiual  power  of  the  dodrines  of  the  got 
pel,  is  however  .enhanced  by  the  particular^fupport 
which  God  will  grant  us  to  our  moral  improve* 
mcnt  and  to  die  performance  of  our  duties.  Holy 
fcripture  informs  us,  that  God  frequently  operates 
in  a  remarkable  manner  on  the  hearts  of  mankind 
and  by  the  methods  of  his  providence  puts  them  in 
fuch  a  frame,  that  truth  can  di%lay  itfelf  to  them 
in  its  frill  force.  This  happens  principally  at  the 
beginniag  o£  converfion.  Then  die  fprit  of  the 
Lord  by  his  word,  by  certain  favourable  draim^ 
fiances  in  which  the  peribn  is  placed,  or  in  feme 
Other '  way  unknown  to  us,-  removes  the  deep- 
yooted  prejudices  of  the.  fmner  agafaifl  his  fervice 
and  againft  true  devotion,,  and  thus  takes  away  the 
impediments  which  had  hitherta.withheld  him  from 
the  love  of i  truth  and  from  obedience  to  it..  We 
?iay  comfort  ovuffelves  likewife  in  other  iniport^t 
,      ..  ^t  ;  circuit'. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


*  '  OF  •SPHtlXUaXCEXPERIEN'CES.  519 

cifcuraflances,  which  we  cannot  however  accurately 
d&fine,  of  the  particular  aid  of  the  f)ipreme  being, 
and  we  may  in  general  believe,  that  the  fpuit  of 
Qk)d  will  affift  every  fincere  chrifti^  in  a,  more -ex- . 
traordinary  manner,  whenever  v  the  ordinary  m^ans  - 
of  faJvation  fhould  not  be  Sufficient  to  fupport  his  . 
doubtful  feith,  or;  his  confliding  virtue.. 

Since  ther^re  our  natural  capacities  as  well  as 
the  peculiar  forcd  of  the  doftrines  of  religion,  and 
the  particular  operations  of  the  holy  fpirit  concur  to 
jMX>duce  in  us  what  we  call  Spiritual  'experiences  : 
we  are  not  to  wonder  that  we  are  often  deceived .. 
when  we  would  ftate  the  peculiar  caufe  of  thefe  or 
the  other  emotions  and  alterations  that  arife  in .  us* 
We  ndther  know  the  way  in  which  our  fpirits  aft, 
nor  the  manner  of  God's  proceedings  fo  thoroughly, 
as  in  all  cafes  propierly  to  diftinguilh  them,  and 
clearly  to  explain  them.  We  fhall,  however,  avoid 
many  miftakes,  we  fhall  rightly  judge  of  our  moral  • 
fliate,  and  uncommonly  facilitate  the  pradtice  of  re» 
ligion,  if  we  obferve  the  repiarks  and  precepts  I 
ihall  now  lay  before  you. 

In  the  firft  place,  we  are  not  to^take  every  good . 
emotion  that  arifea  in  us  for  the  particular  afl:  of 
the  holy  fpirit.  .  God  is  indeed  all  in  all.  To  his 
isffuence  all.  creattire^'  are  indebted^  for'  the  conr 
dnuance  ,of  tl^  jEJxi%Rce  and^their  lives.  *  His  pro- 
vidence  extend^  ^^SLlfffs'^W  fpij^y^^than  over  bodies. 
He  fupports  ;  ^Pi  fa<ji|ltife8  of  -  oilr  minds  by  hi§ 
Wghty  will  J  jhereleyajies  ^nd  ftrengthe^.  ttiemrYthen: 
If  L  4   ^  ^4 
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and  haw  he  plea&s.  On  bim  tire  entiidf  iiepudf 
and  ix^ithout  bim  we  can  dor  nodia%»  Bat  God 
ate  not  without  mean$  where  cardinary  means  ate 
fnifcient ;  he  perlbrms  no  miracle  wkiiout  a  we^hty 
caufe.  Hedttlswith  m  as  with  tadonat  bdngs: 
he  will  hzrt  ol  to  uie  the  capaddce  he  has  glvcii 
us;  not  treating  us  as  machines,  which  teqaire 
coAtinually  to  ht  puihed  on,  or  to  be  wound  up 
for  leachsng  their  ^oper  effe^  He  dierefore  that 
takes  etery  Uveliear  kind  of  thou^t,  ^ery  acuter 
fieliag  emted  in  a  delicate  mind  in  refiefling  on 
ibme  important  truth,  for  the  con£equences  of  an 
immedistelf  divine  snfiuence,  he  phinl^r'  ^kMi 
thereby  diat  he  underftands  not  the  natmne  of  the 
human  foul,  that  he  is  accuftomed  to  make  iaoonv 
preheofibte  myfteries  of  things  that  axe  dodudble 
fyem  natural  caufes,  and  that  he  is  inissSted  by  b^ 
nisdcd  principles.  We  muft  iodeedy  as  I  have  al- 
r^dyremarlE^  attribute  all  diat  we  dnnk  or  do  to 
God,  as  ^  fsither  of  %fats,  bom  whom  idt  good 
g&ts  originaUy  proceed ;  but  we  do  no  honour  to 
the  holy  fpirit,  we  render  our  piety  £ifpeQ»i,  and 
miake  n^gion  klelf  comemptible,  wiien  we  afcribe 
to  its  operations  aU  the  emotiops  of  our  hearts, 
which  are  aot  uAfreffoasdy  Snordhiaie  and  hiipufe 
enough.  Uns  erroneous  idea  has  itbeady  ^m 
o<^es£on  txSwmf  abtfes  »&oi^  ^clu^&ns.  Tbef 
tte%  luf (»  theai^Ives  to  be  hlkdei  bf  k^  p^&^ 
hold  ^leir  pept^lic^,  tbdr  ttlidei«&3ting6  aeotf  thdr' 
a^oHS)  to  be  inu<^  ^eafier  mi  ttMri  impCMA^ 
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thaa  iddsad  they  am  j  and  it  &  by  no  means  un- 
common  (cue  fuck  peopk  to  attr&Bte  to  themfelves 
a  ibrf  <^ii^4&biKty ;  at  les^  they  cannot  eafily  en- 
di»e  contradidJon«  Tbi^  imagine  it  impoffible  for 
thcfm  to  miflake  wl^n  they  follow  their  inward  im« 
palfes}  »d  the  fingle  afimic^i.  It  i$  fo  in  my  mind, 
(lands  them  inftead^  of  at)  reafon  for  their  opinions. 
hi  the  fecond  place,  we  muft  carefully  diftinguifli 
between  the  influence  bur  natural,  conftitution,  and 
ctir  outward  circumft^ices,  have  upon  our  exercifes 
of  jMety  and  our  moral  conduft,  from  the  operations 
of  religion  and  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  not  lake  them 
far  fpiritual  experiences  of  a  peculiar  order.  You. 
know,  my  brethren,  that  our  foul  is  moft  intimately 
CoaatSted  with  our  body ;  and  that  no  confiderable 
alteration  can  happen  to  the  one,  but  a  correfpon« 
dent  iteration  is  to  be  perceired  in  the  other. 
Wh«i  ercry  paart  of  our  body  is  in  hcakh,  when 
the  mi:!rture  mtd  motion  of  its  juices  go  properly 
on,  whai  we  feel  neither  pain  nor  languor,  then, 
omr  nund  is  alert  and  a&ive  in  all  its  funftions  ;  it 
operates  freely ,  aaad  without  impediment,  anditcofts 
us  no  troi&Ie  to  tMnk  witli  order  and  preeifion, 
Reafon  then  prevaibover  all  the  inferior  powers  of 
our  foul,  and  we  contemplate  the  trudi  in  an  un* 
clouded  Kght,  tiberugh  not  with  violent  pafSon, 
But,  on  the  other  hsuad,  if  diforderly  or  extraordi- 
nary akerations  arife  m  <mr  body:  our  way  of 
thirfung  is  prefcntly  akered  and  our  mind'  no  longer 
»as  m  fo  regular  a  manner  as  Jt  was  wcmt  to  do. ' 

For 
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For  inftance,  if  our  fenfes  be  affe^ed  by  agreeable 
objeds ;  if  we  find  ourfelvcs  in  a  d^htfnl  country, 
where  nature  prefents  herfelf  in  her  con^>lete  oiagni- 
ficence,  and  all  living  creatures  rejoice ;  if  our  heart 
be  aflfeded  by  the  fweet  melody  of  harmonious 
fotmds  :  then  our  juices  take^a  quicker  motion ;  we 
are  traJifported  with  joy,  our  thoughts  flow  on  in  a 
more  rapid  fucceffion,  and  with  increafing  vivadty 
and  vigour ;  and,  if  we  then  reflet  on  the  fubKme 
do&rines  of  religion,  the  pleafure  we  feel  in  them 
muft  of  necefGty  be  uncommonly  great,  they  mull 
often  be  perfeftly  extatic.  On  the  c^er  hand,  if 
our  body  be  attacked  by  any  diforder ;  if  the  juices 
become  thick,  and  the  Wood  qreep  heavily  and  flug- 
gilhly  along  in  the  veins ;  if  the  nervcs^  become  re- 
laxed and  feeble:  the  eflfeds  upon  the  mind  wilt 
be  proportionate  to  thrfe  circumftances.  We  fliall 
find  it  laborious  to  think  with  order  and  cpntmuity  j 
our  thoughts  will  flowly.  fucceed  each  other,  with 
repeated  interruptions ;  they  will  always  have  fome^ 
thing  obfcure  about  th^m,  and  we  Ihall  endeavour 
in  \2m  to  render  our  ideas  fo  clear ,  and  lively  as 
at  other  times,:  The  moft  important,  the  fublimeft 
truths,  will  then  make  little  impreffion  on  us.  We 
may  hear  or  read  the  n^pft  elegant  fentiments  and 
defcription^,  and  yet  be  cojd  and  indifferent  to 
them.  We  Ihall  flee  from  joy,  .and  refign  our- 
f(?lves  to  a  predominant  melancholy.  ;  The  lame 
thing  may  almofl:  be  advanced  pf  the  outward  cir- 
(pumftances  in  y^hich  we  ^c  placed,     When  w^. 
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lead  an  unfoUidtous,  a  convenient  and  tranquil  life; 
when  we  can  enjoy  the  delights  of  friendfhip, .  and 
the  agreeable  converfation  of  a  well-cultivated  ac- 
quaintance: our  thoughts^will  certainly  flow  more 
freely,  our  feelings  will  be  more  lively,  and  we  fliall 
confider  and  praftife  religion  with  greater  chearful- 
nefe  aiid,  ardour,  than  when  we  are  oppreffed  by 
cares  for  food  and  raiment;  when  we  are  in  low 
and  adverie  circumftances,  when  one  misfortune 
lays  fiege  to  us  after  another ;  or  when  we  are 
obliged  chiefly  to  ire^Juent  melancholy  and  dejected 
perfons.  ,  So  great  is  the  influence  our^  fl:ate  of  body 
and  our  outward  condition  have  on, the  agency  and 
operations  of  .our  mind.  May  we  not  then  be  liable 
to  miftake,  when  we  reprefent  thefe'  alterations 
which  fo  naturally  arife,  and  are  fo  eafily  explained, 
as  fupematural  diipenfations,  as  extraordinary  events? 
May  we  not  deceive  ourfelves  when  we  efteem  any 
fentiment  rather  livelier  than  common,  any  more 
joyous  emotion,  as  immediate  confolations  from  on 
high,  or  as  raptures  imparted  from  heaven  ?  May 
we  not  vex  and  torment  ourfelves  in  vain,  when  we 
^onfider  the  indifference  and  comfortleflhefs  which 
take  their  rife  in  the  difeafe  of  the  body  as  a  dere- 
lidion  of  God,  or  as  a  token  of  his  difpleafure  and 
his  wrath  ? 

Neither  are  we,  in  the  third  place,  to  reckon  a 

particular  degree  of  vivacity  of  fentimeat  as^  an  ef- 

ij^mial  ingredient  of  fpiritual  experiences.     This  is  a 

liijrtful  prejudice  of.many  chriftians,  to  whom  bow- 

I  '  ever. 
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ever,  we  cannot  deny  a  fincere  aSedion  for  good, 
nefs.  They  infifl  too  much  on  fenfual  and  violent 
emoticmsy  and  think  &eir  private  afts  of  devotion 
are  not  of  the  genuine  fort  without  thenu  Their 
Ibrrow  for  fin  muft  be  accompanied  by  fcalding 
tears  ;  their  joy  in  God  and  hk  falvadcm  muft  be 
rapturous  and  extatic  ;  their  afpiradona  after  eternal 
felicity  ttmtt.  be  ardent  and  tranfpordng,  brfore 
they  can  be  &tisfied  with  their  frame  of  mind.  A 
rational  deteftation  of  all  iniquity,  ah  afbial  abfti- 
Acnce  from  it,  a  voluntary  and  conflderate  deiign 
of  uniformly  p^evering  in  the  fervice  of  God  and 
virtue,  a  calm  reliance  coi  the  perfe&ions  and  wife 
providence  of  the  Mofl  High,  an  immovable  ex-> 
pedadon  of  die  future  glory,  is  not  ^nou^  for 
them.  Their  blood  muft  have  at  leaft  as  much 
fiiare  in  tbdr  devodon  as  their  rational  underftand- 
ing,  and  perhaps  a  greater,  for  rendering  them  ia« 
dsfied  with  it*  How  much  ufelefs  pakis  do  not 
hch  perfons  often  take  for  rouzing  widiin  dioQ 
tiiofe  fen&ial  and  vehem^i^  fenfations!  How  un^ 
^rfy,  how  agitated,  how  diftreffed,  are  they  not, 
when  tiicy  caimet  raife  diem  to  fuch  a  height  2$ 
Aey  wWi,  and  which  they  often  regard  as  indifpen- 
febly  neceflary !  Such  a  chriftian,  for  inflance,  widi 
more  fmcerity  than  judgment,  betakes  himfelf  to 
prayer  in  his  folitude  j  he  humbles  himfelf  before 
God  on  account  of  his  manifold  fins  j  he  ccmfeflea 
the  unnghteoufnefe^^ad  iehmy  of  im  condu^):;  he 
abhors  his  fsdfii^s  and  tran%reffion8 }  he  calls  on 
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{he  Lord  for  compaffion  iand  {wo-don.  Sin  is,  above 
^  things,  gridyous  to  him  ^  he  wifhes  for  nothing 
fe  much  as  to  be  freed  zhd  purified  from  it ;  he 
forms  the  Itooft  feribus  refohitions  never  more  to 
thsf  his  trn^dar  Ixiih^  bnt  to  live  a  life  x^  nghte- 
^oftfnefe  and  piety;  he  devotes  himjfelf,  \wth  all  his 
heart,  «o  A  "willing  aiid  fcdthful  obedience  to  all  die 
otKhm^Uds  of  ^GkKl.  In  this  manner  he  has  a  ra« 
tional  aad  jnft  experience  of  the  efficacy  the  doc- 
trines of  rdigion  poflefs  of  bringing  tfeeir  confoflTors 
)o  contntion,  aM  of  arming  them  agakift  wicked- 
nels  and  iin ;  aind  he  may  &fdy  reft  in .  this,  wd 
ftrenuoufly^  about  reducing  his  piorus  refi:d3ldons 
to  praflicfe.  But  he  is  too  mucli  saboaftomed  to 
fenfti»l  iddas  aild  feelings  to  be  iattsfied  ^h  it. 
Dmrii^  l»s  pray^  i»e  has  fek  no  violet  angiidfii  on 
acocwDt  of  tus  iins ;  be  ixds  isiad  ^o  iee&ig  <tf  ^ 
i]^3Kmrs  cfiiell^  ins  tears  would  not  flbw  ib  oo« 
{doufty  «  tfc  ccaM  have  'wiihed ;  his  affufwce  .t>f 
^raee  leal  not  qtohie  ^  £^fible,  and  did  -not  move 
trim  ib  foidbiy,  as  m  other  dmcmftatnoes  imd  at 
other  times.  AU  this  aippea£r$  to  him  fofpidous.; 
ik  iimi^nts  t>vta:  his  hand  and  infenfibk  heart ;  iie 
tiMiafls  his  d^oi*rt>le  di^olidson  of  XSod^  he  re- 
|ar(d^a«es  d^e  tkopei^dion  of  ixi&  devotion;  ise 
Sms^eb  that  God  has  turned  away  his  face  from 
-famv,  ^md  tkat  he  is  utterly  foriaken  of  iieaven. 
Thefe  tihoughts  pltmge  him  into  die  d^peft  dilbefe, 
tmd  iiender  ^e  good  effe£b  wMch  religton  hafl 
ejiei^Md  k  him,  ^leaft  for  a  Iwgih  of  dme,  in- 
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lirely  fruitlefs.  Tormenring  aiuqieties  and  troubles 
take  poffeflion  of  his  foul ;  and  nothing  will  reflore 
him  to  tranquillity  and  peace  till  he  be  able  to  call 
forth  thofe  tears,  and  excite  thofe  fcnfible  emotions, 
thofe  violent  feelings,  "w^ich  he  has  hitherto  emlea- 
voured  in  vain  to  produce.  Then,  fdt  the  firft 
time,  he  experiences,  according  to  his  idea,  the 
bittemefs  of  fin;  thentaftes  peace  with  God  and 
trufts  in  his  forgivenefs ;  then  he  feems  to  hear  the 
Almighty  fay  to  him,^  "  Thy  fins  are -forgiven 
thee/' — But,  how  liable  to  error  is  fuch  a  conduft 
as  this!  Does  religion  then  confift  in  thefiar  fenfual 
feelings,  in  a  more  rapid  or  more  fluggifh  circulation 
'  of  the  blood  and  the  animal  fpirits,  or  in  clear  and 
juft  perceptions,  firm  and  unforced  refolutions,  and 
fincere  endeavours  to  walk  in  general  after  its  pre- 
cept^? Arc  we  not  to  worflup  God  in  fjririt  and  in 
truth  ?  Is  not  the  chriftian  worflup  a  reafonable 
Tervice  ?  Muft  we  found  our  tranquillity,  our  com- 
fort, and  our  hopes,  on  things  that  are  not  in  our 
power,  that  depend  on  the  fluduating  ftate  of  our 
bodies,  of  our  health,  our  outward  circumflances, 
and  frequently  even  on  accidents  ?  Are  we  to  make 
the  difcharge  of  our  duties  unneceflarily  irkfome 
and;  oppreflive,  and.  thus  even  hinder  oup.progrefe 
in  virtue  ?  Ar&  we  to  live  in  a  perpetual  turmoil 
and  confufion,  and .  never  enjoy  the  pleafing  tran- 
quillity which  true  vurtue  provides  for  her  friends  ? 
No. ,  The  more  rational,  gentle,  and  quiet  our 
e*pejienc€8  of  th^  powQr  of  religion  be,  the  lefe 
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feiifuarand  accidental  they  are :  fo  much  the  better 
and  more  infallible  are  they.  '    - 

Fourthly^  we  fliould  tneither  prefidibe  our  per* 
fonal  ekperieiices  and  feeHhgsa^  a  rule  for  others, 
nor  make  tlife  experiences  and  feelings  o£  othfers  a 
law  to  us.  The  eSe&s  which  the  doftrines  df  re- 
ligion produce  in  diflPerent  perfohs,  are,  as  we  have 
already  noticed,  as  va,rio\is ;  as  their  temperaments, 
their  fegSK^ity  and  other  jcircumftance's  ;  indeed,  not 
eflentialty,  but  yet  in  quality  and  degree.  With 
one  p«fon  they  are  more  lively  and  fenfual ;  wth 
another,  more  rational  smd^intelleftual.  .  Many 
have. received. from  nature  a  foft  and  pliant. heart,, 
and  are  moved  on  all  occafions  in  the  moft.  fenfiW^ 
manner  j  their  fenfes  and  tl^eir  imagination  are  ever 
alert  and  bufy.  They  have  an  influence  6n  all  their 
adions.  Do  ^they  confider  their  fciilings  and  fins  ? 
Sorrow  pervades  their  foul,  and  burfts  from:thdr 
eyes  in  a  torrent  of  tears.  .Dothey  reprefent  to 
themfelves  the  grace  of  God,  the  love  of  the  Re- 
deemer, or  the  blifs  of  heaven  ?  They  are  loft  asit 
were  in  the  mod  delightful  admiration,  and  their 
joy  proceeds  to  extafy.  .  But,  do  not  fuch  chriflians 
decdvc  themfelves,  when  they  imagine  that  the  degrte 
of  forrow,  or  of  joy,  to  which  they  attain,  is  a  ge* 
neral  and  eflential  charafteriflic  of  true  chnflianity  ? 
Are  they  not  over-hafty  in  their  judgment,  when 
they^ckon  all  for  unconvert^  and  vicious  perfons^ 
who  in  thefe  refpefts  cannot -equal  them?  ,JtVe 
muft  tbeisefpre  nevw  conclude,  from  what  we  feel. 
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ind  experiesuDe»  that  all  fiocere  wonrfliipers  of  God 
and  Chrift  ought  to  feel  in  the  &me  maimer  and  to 
6m  fame  d^ree.  No  more  (hoold  we  take  the  ex* 
pcrienceB  of  others  for  die  unqualified  modd  of  our 
^nnxtation.  Many  a  finccre  diriftian,  by  not  attend* 
ing  to  this  rule,  has  embarrafled  himfelf  in  the 
greateft  difficulties*  He  reads,  or  he  bears,  that 
this  or  die  other  iaint,  in  Us  penitence,  feli  into  si 
uncommon  and  continued  forrcror ;  ^at  be  itk  an 
extraordmary  remorfe^  and  for  a  bx^  time  vas  in^ 
confohbly  afflifted,  and,  day  and  night,  bmrnted 
and  bewailed  his  fins  «—  a|id  die  like*  From  want 
of  knowledge,  be  concei^^es  this  to  be  a  neceflary 
part  of  Deal  rqpentance,  axul  diat  he  muft  experience 
the  very  fione  befiue  he  can-prqperly  lay  he  is  con* 
fated.  Acoordii^^y  he  torments  himieif  ib  long, 
till  he  tbinks  he  as  come  up  to  the  pattern  bdore 
fam  J  let  hts  nature  and  coiditudon  o|^ib  idelf 
as  iicmj^as  it  may.  Bnt  can  &di  ridieiit  and 
unnatural  ftefings  deferve  die  name  of  ^nitual  and 
godly  experiences  of  the  power  of  rdi^oo,  ?  Can 
you  poffi>ly  imagine,  my  inrtfaren,  that  thefe  agk^ 
tbns  can  be  agreeable  to  die  aaidbor  of  our  aatunct 
wbo  requhnof  usai^lunlBrjWDrfliipandaradonal 
d>e(£ence?  Certainly  not.  He  has  indeed  f»ti^i^ 
vnxh  thcfe  infirmities  ;  hut  tia^  zm  contrary  to  his 
defigns,  inoi^fiti^ittoiiis  viH,  and  cam  only  lend 
to  the  prqudkc  of  him^dnGtenlmrtain 

Laftty^  in  Aefe  fpiritnal  apemncea  we  Aoald 
naer  jbqgct  the  tcitligfaDmiMg  rf  Mur  BDod,  amd  ihe 
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ufe  of  our  reafon.  This  is  a  common  failing  with 
numbers  of  chriftians.  They  are  fo  much  employed 
in  exciting  fenfual  feelings  in  themfelves,  and  in  ob* 
taining  what  they  oft^n  falfely  term  fpiritual  esx- 
perience,  that  they  give  themfelves  little  or  no  con- 
cern about  cultivating  the  nobler  part  of  their  being, 
their  rational  mind,  and  bringing  it  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  perfedion.  They  prefer  the  violent  ebulli« 
tions  of  their  blood  to  the  tranquil  operations  of  rea-.. 
fon,  and  feem  to  be.lall  fenf^tion.  Their  faipw*. 
ledge  is  therefore  generally  very  obfcure  and  imper-, 
feft ;  they  regard  the  augmentation  and  improver 
ment  of  it  as  merely  a  bye-work  of  little  importance^ 
Their  feelings  are  to  compenfate  the  injuries  of  ig- 
norance and  error :  they  think  fentiment  the  fafeft 
guide.  Nay,  they  go  fo  far  ^s  tg  fcom  the  fug- 
geftions  of  reafon,  are  extremely  careful  how  they 
ufe  her  precepts  or  follow  her  light.;  Such  notions 
direftly  lead  to  fanaticifm,  and  to  all  the  ekti^ava- 
gances  attendant  on  it.  So  foon  as  we  rejeft  the  ufe 
of  reafon,  we  are  perpetually  in  danger  of  being  de- 
ceived and  mifled  by  our  own  hearts.  Experience 
and  fancy  are  very  nearly  allied :  how  are  we  to  dit 
criminate  thenji  from  each  other,  unlefs  we  are 
aiSfted  and  guided  in  our  judgment  by  an  en- 
lightened and  trained  underftanding  ?  And  ,  what 
is  all  our  religion  and  virtue,  if  it  be  not  founded 
on  knowledge  and  certainty  ?  Can  w€  emancipate 
ourfelves  from  the  bonds  of  fuperftition,  if  we  aft 
not  from  argument,  but  merely  from  impulfe  f  Ih, 
'    VOL.  Jt  MM  4eed|t 
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deed,  the  more  clear  our  knowledge  is,  the  more 
juftly  and  folidly  we  accuftom  ourfelves  to  think ; 
fo  much  the  more  gentle  and  orderly  will  our  emo- 
tions be,  fo  much  the  more  rational  and  cbufiflent 
©ur  fpiritual  experiences.  But  it  even  brings  us 
nearer  to  perfeftion ;  it  gives  our  worfliip  and  our 
virtue  a  real  value ;  it  renders  our  condud  harmo- 
nious, and  thus  fits  us  by  degrees,  for  that  pure  an(J 
exalted  devotion  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  heavra 
are  employed, 

Thefe,  my  pious  hearers,  are  the  principal  rules 
we  fhould  obferve,  in  regard  to  fpiritual  experiences, 
if  we  would  be  fafe  from  the  extravagances  of  fuper- 
ftitbn  and  the  follies  of  £maticifm.  You  will  much 
miftake  my  meaning  however  if  you  draw  from  it 
this  hVc  conclufipn ;  that  all  that  is  faid  of  fpiritual 
experiences  arifes  from  fency,  and  diat  the  bar^ 
knowledge  of  religion  is  fufficient  to  folvation.  No, 
none  can  be  a  true  chriftian,  who  doesr  not  csr 
perience  the  divine  efficacy  of  the  doQarinp  which  he 
confefles  and  manifeft  the  friiits  of  it  in  his  whole 
deportment.  Your  knowl^e,  chri|Hans,  muft 
be  lively  and  adtive ;  it  muft  moderate  your  affeOioo 
for  earthly  things ;  it  muft  purify  your  hearts  and 
dire£t  all  your  inclinations  to  worthy  obje£h;  it 
muft  reform,  renew,,  amend,  aA4  regulate  your 
entire  demeanou^,  if  you  w;ould  be  rendered  happy 
by  it.  Try,  ypurfelves  by  thefe  marks,  an^.  reft  not 
in  thcL  outward  privileges  and  tokjens  o£  chriftianSf 
If  you  can  reflet  upon  fia  widiout  hatred  aiuiaver^ 
3  '    fionj 
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fion ;  on  virtue  and  piety  mthout  efteem  and  love  ; 
<)n  the  favour  of  <Jod  and  the  example  of  Jefus, 
^thout  admiration  and  gratitude;  the  biifs  of 
heaven  without  afpirations  after  it  j  if  all  thefe  have 
but  a  feeble  or  no  influ^ice  at  all  on  your  refolutions 
and  adions :  you  are  then  of  the  number  of  diofe 
hypocrites  who  deny  by  their  works  what  they  conk 
fefs  in  their  words.  Would  you  avoid  the  dreadful 
lot,  which,  as  fuch,  you  muft  exped  for  eternity, 
expand  your  hearts  to  the  falutary  effeds  of  the  reli-r 
gion  of  Jefus.  Let  the  doftrincs  it  teaches  us  be 
powerful  in  you.  Follow  their  fuggeftions^  and  tef. 
tify  the  integrity  of  your  faith  by  an  unremitted  dili- 
gence in  all  good  works.  Call  upon  God  for  his 
powerful  affiftance  in  thefe  endeavours,  and- beware 
of  grieving  the  fpirit  of  grace  by  pertinacious  oppofi* 
tion.  Thus  will  you  know,  as  our  Saviour  declares 
in  the  text,  that  his  dodrine  is  from  God*  You 
will  experience  that  it  has  the  power  to  render  its 
iincere  followers  virtuous,  holy,  tranquil,  chearful^ 
and  happy;  that  it  will  fupport  you  in  all  trials,  and 
-comfort  you  hi  all  afflidionsj  that  it  will  not  aban« 
don  you  even  in  the  Ihades  of  death  j  and  that 
you  will  hereafter  obtam  the  adual  pofleiHQn  of 
that  vaft  felicity  It  affures  us  of. 


SND  OF  THE   rjRST   VOLUMl. 


Proted  by  A.  Strahao^ 
Ffiatef I  Street. 


Djgitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


j  /  """1  Digitized  by  Google 


